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Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers (was Eido Tai Shimano
by genkaku on Wed Nov 11, 2009 1:49 am

I received this article today in email and hesitate to post it for fear that it will just excite a
dithering of virtues. But the observations and fears once expressed by Robert Aitken
Roshi about Eido Tai Shimano (Roshi), and the latter's predatory sexual adventures with
his students strike me as important pointers.

1. However wonderful Zen Buddhism and Zen practice may be -- and I for one would say
it is pretty wonderful -- it is important to remember without rancor that there is no real
accountability built into the realm. If the teacher is thought of, in one way or another, as
an embodiment of the Dharma, then, despite all protestations this way or that, that teacher
is as capable of sowing harm as s/he is of sowing kindness. We may all wish until we're
blue in the face that in a realm of 'kindness' we will find true kindness. But I am talking
about human realities, not the hopefulness and encouragement of precepts. As I say ...
consider without rancor. It's just an observation worth making, for my money.

2. The central -- and perhaps only -- lesson any of us might take from arrogant fools is
this: "Just don't you do that!"

PS. Mods ... if you find this topic in some way out of line, please feel free to delete it.
genkaku

by Luzdelaluna on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:03 am

Another lesson:
Speak up when asked. Speak honestly and forthrightly.

Thank you Adam.
The ultimate Truth is beyond words. Doctrines are words. They’re not the Way. The Way
is wordless. Words are illusions. Freeing oneself from words is liberation.

Bodhidharma

Luzdelaluna



by doormat on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:14 am

It's an important lesson for anyone, but especially for beginners who are looking for
teachers. The introductory workshops at the Rochester Zen Center include a talk on how
to select a teacher and what things to look for when a teacher is not acting in the best
interest of the student. I hope it's a common lecture at other zen centers - if it isn't, it
should be.

...my teaching consists in the cessation of sufferings arising from the discrimination of
the triple world; in the cessation of ignorance, desire, deed, and causality;...an objective
world, like a vision, is the manifestation of Mind itself.-Lankavatara

doormat

Global Moderator

by christopher::: on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:55 am

It might also be worth exploring the mythology of Zen, where recognized heirs and
teachers are automatically considered wiser and more enlightened then everyone else.
The kinds of problems described here seem to arise in any organized social community
where a hierarchy of wisdom and authority is assumed, based solely on one's role and
position.

Once we have such a hierarchy, and bow to it, we next have to do what we can to defend
our group's "image." To make sure the "good name" of your institution/school isn't
ruined. Not much different from defending one's ego. In fact they're intimately related-
group identity and ego identity.

We have these same kinds of problems in academia. Same mythology as well...

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Jundo Cohen on Wed Nov 11, 2009 4:38 am

Hi,
All human beings, from 'Great Bodhisattvas' right on down to the rest of us, are human
beings ... and that means rough edges, cracks and ugly spots, flesh, fallings down and
flaws. (At least, of course, until we eventually become Perfect Golden Buddhas ...



assuming that even those ideals reside anywhere beyond our flawed human imaginations)
Human beings are human. That includes Zen and other Buddhist teachers, no less.

What matters most is what we do with those flaws in life, how we live as human beings

... with a bit of grace, ease, non-attachment, wholeness, peace, at-oneness and sincerity,
great Compassion and Loving Kindness toward our fellow flawed beings. Practice does
not remove all our human rough spots, but it allows a wild and imperfect stone to be
imperfect (perfectly imperfect) yet simultaneously material to be polished into a jewel ...
so many rough edges made soft and round. The Precepts are a guide for constant
moment-to-moment practice in "not falling down". One cannot polish a tile into a Buddha
... but the constant polishing is Buddha.

Yet, despite the roundness and polishing, some rough edges may remain. All human
beings have the tendency to fall down from time to time, some more than others.

It is a fallacy to think that Zen priests are ever completely free, during this life, from
being human. In any large group of people ... whether Zen priests, other Buddhist,
Christian or Jewish priests and clergy of all kinds ... there will always be examples of
greed, anger and ignorance. Furthermore, in the lifetime of any one individual ... even
among the best of us ... there are sure to be moments of greed, anger and ignorance.

But our Practice does, more often than not, free us from the worst. It makes us better
people. (In fact, most clergy I have met ... not just Buddhist clergy, but of all religions ...
are good, caring, ethical people, the bad apples aside). Most of the Zen teachers I have
met ... especially those with a few years and some maturity under their belt ... tend to be
lovely, gentle, well rounded, self-actuated, moderate, compassionate, healthy people -
balanced, living life with fullness and well.

What is more, a teacher can be 95% good, wise and decent, a caring and profound
minister ... yet have a proclivity in the remaining 5% that is an inner devil. The fact is that
being a Buddhist teacher has not allowed many to avoid getting led around by the "little
Buddha" in their pants sometimes, getting involved in sex scandals. There have been
several modern Buddhist masters with addiction issues, some who ended up in a Betty
Ford center. I know more than one who has smoked himself for packs a day into lung
cancer.

The question is whether the 95% that embodies Wisdom and Compassion is completely
canceled and nullified by the 5% which is an ass and a human fool. Certainly, if the 5% is
serious enough (child abuse as seen among some rabbis and priests is certainly an
example, as are other acts of violence or truly malicious conduct), I say it does, certainly.
(In fact, while recognizing that even the victimizer is too a victim of beginingless greed,
anger, ignorance ... toss the worst of them in a cell, and throw away the key!). On the
other hand, if what is seen is a relatively minor human weakness or failing ... I say it does
not. What is more, it may make the teacher an even greater teacher because of his/her
humanity.



In other words, I would rather learn about some things from a fellow weak and fragile
human being wrestling, right now, with Mara than from a stone Buddha statue, a Dharma
machine, a Flawless Saint (although how many of those long dead saints and ancestors in
religious hagiographic story books, their lives cleaned up and dipped in gold and set on a
pedestal after their deaths, were truly so flawless during their flesh and blood lives?).

In our Zen practice we taste a realm beyond all desire ... beyond "we" ... a view by which
there is nothing lacking, so no base or object for greed ... where all hate, longing and
despair evaporate, all swept away in peace and wholeness. There is such Liberation, and
it can be known by anyone who follows this Way of Zen.

But so long as we are human beings ... whether an 80 year old man or a child of age 3 ...
we must also live in this ordinary realm of flesh and blood, its sometime desire ... a world
where "you" and "me" are separate too, where we may feel lack and greed ... subject to
anger, longing and times of despair. So long as we are in this world ... so-called "Zen
Master" or not ... we cannot escape fully the realm of Samsara (even if, ultimately, there
is no other to stumble into, no place we can fall).

All human beings have the tendency to fall down from time to time. I guess it is just a
matter of what the person does then ... picking themselves up, recovering balance, getting
back on the trail, apologizing and learning from any damage caused. Like any great
athlete, the point is not that we never get knocked around, never trip or stumble ... but
how we handle the fall (as in the martial arts ... there is no training offered on how to
never fall, but endless training on how to fall well). Show me the man or woman who
falls down sometimes ... but who demonstrates how to fall well and recover one's footing
... and I will show you a great Zen teacher.

Gassho, J

PS - This is why we cannot neglect the Precepts in this Practice ... which, while
recognizing that we may fail to abide by them sometimes, yet point toward harmless,
healthful and beneficial actions toward our self and other selfs (not two).

Last edited by Jundo Cohen on Wed Nov 11, 2009 10:55 am, edited 14 times in total.
Founder Treeleaf Zendo, Japan. Member SZBA AZTA. Treeleaf is an online Sangha for
those unable to commute to a Sangha, w/ netcast Zazen (www.treeleaf.org/sit-a-
long/with-jundo-and-taigu/) & all of a Soto Sangha (www.treeleaf.org). Nishijima/Niwa

Jundo Cohen

by Carol on Wed Nov 11, 2009 5:00 am

Jundo Cohen wrote:
Hi,



All human beings, from 'Great Bodhisattvas' right on down to the rest of us, are human
beings ... and that means rough edges, cracks and ugly spots, flesh, fallings down and
flaws. (At least, of course, until we eventually become Perfect Golden Buddhas ...
assuming that even those ideals reside anywhere beyond our flawed human imaginations)
Human beings are human. That includes Zen and other Buddhist teachers, no less.

Thank you, Jundo. Those were my sentiments, too, on reading this. It's a real conundrum
for all of us who practice ... eventually our teachers will come off their pedestals and we
will see them as human beings. Sometimes the flaws are so serious that something must
be done ... sometimes the flaws are so endearing or irritating that our practice is
profoundly deepened by them. In all cases, it seems to me that compassion is required.
Without that, nothing is learned.

Deep bows,

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by hungryghost on Wed Nov 11, 2009 5:35 am

Of course I allow any teacher their normal human frailtys and such...I do think that a
teacher should not, under any circumstances, have sex with a student. If a non celibate
teacher chooses to do this under consensual conditions, the student-teacher relationship
should be dissolved. In a case where actual abuse takes place, the teacher should step
down. A medical professional who does this is subject to prosecution, yeah? Like a
therapist? A spiritual teacher is dealing with peoples minds...keep it in yer freakin pants.
There is absolutely no excuse for this kind of thing.

hungryghost
Global Moderator

by AlasdairGF on Wed Nov 11, 2009 11:32 am

A couple of gut reactions to this - I read the article you linked to a week or so back, but
haven't really sat down and had a good think about it yet!



First - [ worry that reading about matters like this is mere titillation for me. Like when I
found out about the Baker Roshi scandal... my reaction was not one I'm proud of, very
much against the spirit of the right speech precepts. So I try to be careful about these.
Have held off from getting Shoes Outside the Door, for instance, as I'm not sure enough
of my motivations! These are serious & relevant matters of course, so the other side of it
is not sticking my head in sand...

Second - the ability to question authority, to demand accountability of our teachers and
leaders, what a wonderful gift we cynical moderns/Westerners bring to Buddhism! Can
you imagine all the people over the past 800 years who have been in various ways taken
advantage of by less-than-scrupulous Zen teachers, monks, nuns, whoever? (The same is
true of other religions, in our own culture too, of course). The critical perspective is
something we need to nurture and cherish, even if (especially if!) it means we have to
abandon some of our romantic ideals about what Zen is. I really recommend that
everyone have a look at the 'critical' section of The Zen Site. Question everything!

New blog: StoneWater Notes

AlasdairGF

by genkaku on Wed Nov 11, 2009 12:38 pm
Nicely put AlasdairGF. Thank you.

On the one hand, Buddhist bloviations can't staunch bleeding wounds or dissuade us from
being curious about 'all the sordid details.' On the other hand, Buddhist encouragements
really do make some sense.

On the one hand, common sense and critical thinking make sense. On the other hand,
there is a longing to actualize a life that is more sensible, somehow, than common sense
and mere critical thinking.

It's a pain in the tail -- or anyway it is for me -- to recognize that I have to square off
against such things ... neither burying myself is some pretend 'understanding' nor getting
swept up in the particulars .... It all leaves me, as before, staring and often blithering in
the goddamned mirror.

genkaku

by Jok_Hae on Wed Nov 11, 2009 1:21 pm

Hi all,



There is only one thing that is truly reliable.
There is only one thing that is always there for us.

There is only one thing the teaches us without mistake.

The practice of zazen.

Putting one's practice and indeed, their life, completely in the hands of a teacher is, imo,
the most dangerous thing a practitioner of any religion can do, for all the reasons pointed
out in the posts above.

Good luck and thanks for practicing,

Keith

You make, you get

Jok Hae

by Luzdelaluna on Wed Nov 11, 2009 2:34 pm

Damn, Keith! Excellent post! My thoughts and feelings precisely.

I recently had an experience of the "falling off the pedestal" nature and will not go into
details here, but I found it critical and absolutely necessary to confront the person...and
confront I did.

The ultimate Truth is beyond words. Doctrines are words. They’re not the Way. The Way
is wordless. Words are illusions. Freeing oneself from words is liberation.

Bodhidharma

Luzdelaluna

by Shonin on Wed Nov 11, 2009 2:36 pm

I love a bit of gossip
Zen practitioner and mindfulness teacher

North Oxfordshire Zen Group
My blog



Shonin

by Jok_Hae on Wed Nov 11, 2009 2:48 pm
Luzdelaluna wrote:
Damn, Keith! Excellent post! My thoughts and feelings precisely.

I recently had an experience of the "falling off the pedestal" nature and will not go into
details here, but I found it critical and absolutely necessary to confront the person...and
confront I did.

Thanks Luz. It sucks when it happens, but teachers cannot possibly live up to the
expectations and standards of perfection that we put on them. Ever. Sooner or later we
will see a small (or in the case of the subject at hand, a very large) fault here or there that
will change our perception. This is why I have always had the opinion that searching for
the perfect "style" or teacher of Zen is less important as we sometimes make it. That ideal
doesn't exist. But, the practice of Zen Buddhist sitting is impossible to taint. All imho, of
course.

Keith
You make, you get

Jok Hae

by Jundo Cohen on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:04 pm

Jok Hae wrote:
But, the practice of Zen Buddhist sitting is impossible to taint. All imho, of course.

Keith

Although, perhaps, if one constantly places too high and idealistic expectations on sitting
too ... putting "Zazen on a pedestal" ... one will also tend to a fall.

Sometimes people begin this practice with dreams and visions of 'what to expect' ... the
Golden Buddha at the end of the rainbow ... and thus miss the true beauty of sitting with
what is. Thinking that they are "let down" by the Zen experience ... they may miss, in the
ups and downs and tumbles, that there is no place to fall.

Is the perfection of Zazen ... and the perfection of all of life ... found right in the
imperfection of sitting? Much like looking honestly at our perfectly imperfect teachers.



Just a thought.

Gassho, J

Last edited by Jundo Cohen on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:07 pm, edited 1 time in total.
Founder Treeleaf Zendo, Japan. Member SZBA AZTA. Treeleaf is an online Sangha for
those unable to commute to a Sangha, w/ netcast Zazen (www.treeleaf.org/sit-a-
long/with-jundo-and-taigu/) & all of a Soto Sangha (www.treeleaf.org). Nishijima/Niwa

Jundo Cohen

by Luzdelaluna on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:05 pm

Good Lord! I was never searching for perfection in any human being, and anyone who
does will continually be let down...talk about creating your own suffering! And the
imperfections in a teacher or anyone else for that matter, can deepen one's practice. But
how about some plain old common sense behavior and honesty from someone you do
seek guidance from? That's not too much to expect. And if they can't be met, or one finds
some behavior unacceptable, time to move on. And that's your responsibility to yourself.
That's all. (Just keep practicing...regardless)

The ultimate Truth is beyond words. Doctrines are words. They’re not the Way. The Way
is wordless. Words are illusions. Freeing oneself from words is liberation.

Bodhidharma

Luzdelaluna

by genkaku on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:10 pm
I was never searching for perfection in any human being,

Ummmmm ... really? Never sought perfection in yourself, for example?
genkaku

by christopher::: on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:11 pm

Besides living teachers, and sitting, lets not forget that there's also great guidance to be
found in the writings of the ancestors, and from conversations with fellow practitioners-
aka, sangha. And while it's not "traditionally" considered essential for Zen Buddhism, I
think a person's practice can only benefit when one digs a bit into the wisdom of other



10

Buddhist traditions and/or talks with other teachers. The Buddha himself went to many
different masters of his time, seeking guidance. He didn't depend upon one single person
to teach him, and much of what he learned he discovered on his own, by looking within.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by Luzdelaluna on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:16 pm

genkaku wrote:
I was never searching for perfection in any human being,

Ummmmm ... really? Never sought perfection in yourself, for example?

LOL!! Yes, of course I struggled with that in early years, but I have come to know, love
and respect my warts. | just don't need to add someone else's warts that they wont
acknowledge.

The ultimate Truth is beyond words. Doctrines are words. They’re not the Way. The Way
is wordless. Words are illusions. Freeing oneself from words is liberation.

Bodhidharma

Luzdelaluna

by Christopher on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:19 pm

christopher::: wrote:
lets not forget that there's also great guidance to be found in the writings of the ancestors

It's interesting that you bring this up here, because that's precisely part of "the problem":
1.e. that a given teacher can be very eloquent in writing, a brilliant translator or whatever,
but still be a skirt-chasing buffoon in the interview room. Real zen practice only shows
itself in your reactions to live, unpredicatable situations. It's very easy to write nice stuff.

Christopher

by Jok_Hae on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:21 pm

Jundo Cohen wrote:
Jok Hae wrote:
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But, the practice of Zen Buddhist sitting is impossible to taint. All imho, of course.
Keith

Although, perhaps, if one constantly places too high and idealistic expectations on sitting
too ... putting "Zazen on a pedestal" ... one will also tend to a fall.

Sometimes people begin this practice with dreams and visions of 'what to expect' ... the
Golden Buddha at the end of the rainbow ... and thus miss the true beauty of sitting with
what is. Thinking that they are "let down" by the Zen experience ... they may miss, in the
ups and downs and tumbles, that there is no place to fall.

Is the perfection of Zazen ... and the perfection of all of life ... found right in the
imperfection of sitting? Much like looking honestly at our perfectly imperfect teachers.

Just a thought.
Gassho, J
Hello Jundo,

Thanks for your reply. If someone sits with visions of what to expect, imho, that is still
perfect sitting. The changes that occur while we think we are practicing occur despite our
best effort to screw them up. It may take years or even lifetimes (anyone for a
throwdown? ) but the train can't be stopped, so to speak. Imperfect sitting is nothing less
than perfect. Just my opinion, of course.

Keith
Last edited by Jok Hae on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:24 pm, edited 1 time in total.
You make, you get

Jok Hae

by Jundo Cohen on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:24 pm

Jok Hae wrote:
Imperfect sitting is nothing less than perfect. Just my opinion, of course.

I say that perfect sitting is nothing less than imperfect. So, I guess we agree.

Founder Treeleaf Zendo, Japan. Member SZBA AZTA. Treeleaf is an online Sangha for
those unable to commute to a Sangha, w/ netcast Zazen (www.treeleaf.org/sit-a-
long/with-jundo-and-taigu/) & all of a Soto Sangha (www.treeleaf.org). Nishijima/Niwa

Jundo Cohen
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by Dan74 on Wed Nov 11, 2009 3:42 pm

Look I don't give a hoot about this Shimano guy and I wouldn't waste a single breath
condemning him etc (all else said he does make good bike gear).

What I am amazed about is what seems to be equivocation about this sort of behavour,
like some of the above posts. I am wondering if Jundo and some of the others had read
the article. Yes, we are all human, still I don't know about others here, but I would expect
my teacher to care more about the welfare of his students than his dick. I may be
unrealistic here, in this day and age, but I really don't think so.

The sutras have warned about "demons" masquerading as dharma teachers, and indeed
we have seen people who seem quite brilliant in some ways and yet they cause untold
damage to those around them. Then we have others carrying on about "no one is perfect
and it's your fault if you have fantasies of perfect Zen master." Please....

There are teachers who leave a legacy of discord and suffering and those who transmit
the lamp to others and plant seeds of dharma in many grateful hearts, always handling
those with utmost care. I suspect that Dogen and Hakuin would not have been Dogen and
Hakuin had they been screwing their students, but please enlighten me if you know
otherwise.

I've had plenty of personal contact with a teacher and heard enough stories to have been
disabused of any fairy-tale images of Zen masters. But asking for decency and mastery of
fundamental ethics is not only realistic, it is in my view, essential, otherwise whatever
Zen they've got - [ want none of it.

e

PS Edited for a bad Freudian slip...

Dan74

by Shonin on Wed Nov 11, 2009 4:17 pm
Zen practitioner and mindfulness teacher

North Oxfordshire Zen Group
My blog

Shonin
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by partofit22 on Wed Nov 11, 2009 4:19 pm

Dan74 wrote:
(all else said he does make good bike gear) /|\

partofit22

by Nonin on Wed Nov 11, 2009 4:33 pm

The incidents outlined in the link provided by the OP occurred many years ago, and
unfortunately, were not properly addressed at the time. However, as far as [ know, the
sexual transgressions have not continued over the years, so something was corrected
within the sangha in New York.

These issues and also the sexual transgression issues that occurred in the mid-to-late
1980's at San Francisco Zen Center and also in Theravadan and Tibetan Buddhist sanghas
in the West have been addressed over the years by the Zen Buddhist sangha at large,
however. Sexual misconduct by Zen Buddhist teachers has been discussed over and over
again at American Zen Teachers Association and Soto Zen Buddhist Association
meetings in the United States and many Zen Buddhist practice places have adopted
Ethics Statements that outline the type of behavior both encouraged and prohibited within
sangha relationships

These days sexual impropriety by teachers can carry a heavy price. Some teachers have
been asked to step down as teachers and some have been terminated as teachers and
asked to leave their sanghas as the result of sexual misconduct.

The Buddhist Peace Fellowship provides a booklet on ethical behavior called Safe Harbor
that many sanghas make available for members. Also many Zen Buddhist practice places
are encouraged to adopt and have adopted their own guidelines and provide Ethics
Statements outlining these guidelines for all who practice at these places. These
statements not only outline proper behavior for sangha members but also provide
procedures for resolving disputes based on ethical transgressions.

I am providing our temple's Ethics Statement below. It's a bit long for posting here, but
it's not on our website, so I can't link to it. Sexual misconduct by teachers and leaders is
discussed in detail as part of this statement.

I hope that this is helpful.

Hands palm-to-palm,
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Nonin

STATEMENT OF ETHICAL PRINCIPLES AND PROCEDURES
Nebraska Zen Center/Heartland Temple
PREFACE

The intent of this statement is to nourish and protect the treasure of Sangha and to
promote harmonious relationships among all its members and participants.

A compassionate standard of behavior is expected from everyone who participates in
NZC activities. This standard is based on respect for each person as a unique expression
of Buddha nature regardless of age, race, gender, ethnic background, appearance, sexual
orientation, physical abilities, political beliefs, social class, or occupation.

ETHICAL PRINCIPLES

The principles that guide our actions as Zen Buddhist practitioners are the Sixteen
Bodhisattva Precepts. They are:

The Three Refuges:

We take refuge in Buddha
We take refuge in Dharma
We take refuge in Sangha
The Three Pure Precepts:

To do no harm

To do good

To live to benefit all beings
The Ten Prohibitory Precepts:

A follower of the Way does not kill but rather cultivates and encourages life.

A follower of the Way does not take what is not given but rather cultivates and
encourages generosity.

A follower of the Way does not misuse sexuality but rather cultivates and encourages
open, honest, and acceptable relationships.
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A follower of the Way does not lie but rather cultivates and encourages truthful
communication.

A follower of the Way does not intoxicate self or others but rather cultivates and
encourages clarity.

A follower of the Way does not slander but rather cultivates and encourages respectful
speech.

A follower of the Way neither extols self nor demeans others but rather cultivates
awareness of the interdependent nature of self.

A follower of the Way does not attach to anything, even the teaching, but rather
cultivates mutual support and shares the dharma with all beings.

A follower of the Way does not harbor ill will but rather cultivates loving-kindness,
understanding, and forgiveness.

A follower of the Way does not turn away from the Three Treasures but rather cultivates
and encourages taking refuge in them.

It is our sincere intention to realign our lives continually in accord with these precepts.

Appropriate action. We aspire to relationships that are characterized by appropriate
action, relationships based on trust, cooperation, openness to differences, good
communication, fairness, kindness, and respect. The Sangha cultivates these qualities as
the practice of keeping the precepts and developing good dharma friendships.

Inappropriate action. Inappropriate action is harmful to ourselves and others. It may
include physical violence, sexual misconduct or harassment, drug and substance abuse,
malicious gossip, extreme or regular displays of anger, insults or demeaning comments,
and manipulative or duplicitous speech or action. Persons who encounter inappropriate
actions from any member of the NZC Sangha -- including its teachers and senior
instructors -- or who themselves practice such conduct, should be aware that these actions
violate the spirit of the precepts and the practice of appropriate action.

Student/teacher relationships. A teacher at NZC is anyone involved in an instructional
capacity. This includes the Head Priest and anyone designated by the Head Priest to serve
as an instructor or mentor for newer students. This includes those giving zazen
instruction, teaching Intro to Zen workshops, and leading study groups. Student/teacher
relationships should be based on mutual respect, compassion, and kindness. We
acknowledge the inequality inherent in such a relationship and the power issues involved.

We specifically acknowledge the great harm, both psychological and spiritual, that results
from teachers becoming sexually involved with their students, both for the teacher and
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student involved and for the community as a whole. We, therefore, consider it unethical
for a teacher to engage in sexual behavior with her or his student.

We furthermore expect all who participate at NZC to follow these guidelines:

1) If a teacher and/or student feel at risk of violating the above ethical principle, they
should suspend their teacher-student relationship at least until they have sought counsel
with a senior teacher.

2) It is considered a misuse of sexuality for a teacher to form a sexual relationship
with a former student within three months of the termination of the student-teacher
relationship.

3) Any teacher considering forming a sexual relationship with another NZC
participant should discuss the appropriateness of the relationship with a senior teacher.

Procedures for addressing inappropriate action. We are committed to solving problems
and resolving differences that may arise from inappropriate action. If a person believes
that they have been inappropriately treated and seeks resolution, the following steps may
be taken:

Informal Resolution. 1) The aggrieved person should directly contact the person (s) who
has (have) allegedly acted inappropriately and make an effort to reach an understanding
and to resolve differences. 2) If the grievance is not resolved under step 1), the aggrieved
person may request a meeting with the most senior priest not included in the grievance,
the President of the Board of Directors (or Vice-President, if the President is involved in
the grievance), and the person who has allegedly acted inappropriately to resolve the
grievance.

If the parties are unable to reconcile under steps 1) and 2), the aggrieved person may
proceed to step 3):

Informal Meeting. 3) The person filing the grievance should contact the Board President
or Secretary. If the President and Secretary are named in the grievance, the most senior
Nebraska Zen Center Priest not named may be contacted. The person filing the grievance
will provide the contact person with a written description of the alleged inappropriate
action and the effort to resolve the matter informally in steps 1) and 2) above. The person
who allegedly acted inappropriately shall respond to the allegation in writing to the
contact person within one week. The contact person shall request a meeting with a third
party trained in mediation practices to be held within four weeks of receipt of response,
and shall include the person alleging the grievance and the person (s) who allegedly acted
inappropriately. The mediator may contact and seek information from others who have
knowledge relevant to the case under discussion. The meeting shall consist of an
attempted mediation led by the mediator, and may be supplemented, if the parties agree,
by a meeting with others who have knowledge relevant to the case under discussion. The
mediation meeting shall result in a written statement of the position reached by the parties
in the mediation process, and this statement will be given to the contact person who
originally received the grievance.
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If step 3) results in a statement resolving the grievance, a copy of the statement will be
kept in NZC files.

If step 3) results in a statement that resolution has not been reached, the aggrieved person
may proceed to step 4).

Reconciliation Council. 4) The person filing the grievance may notify the Board of
Directors that they wish to proceed with the unresolved grievance. Thereupon, the Board
will form a Reconciliation Council consisting of the President and Secretary of the Board
(or two other Board members if these Officers are named in the grievance), the most
senior priest not named in the grievance, one person chosen by the person filing the
grievance, and one person chosen by the person (s) who has allegedly acted
inappropriately. After formation, The Council shall notify the concerned parties in
writing, and all written records of actions heretofore filed shall be provided to the
Council within two weeks of notification that they are needed. The Council shall set an
appropriate date for a hearing within four weeks of receipt of the written records.

At the hearing, the Council shall hear the presentation of the person filing the grievance
and the response of the person (s) who has allegedly acted inappropriately. The Council
may also solicit views of other persons where that is deemed appropriate. Additional
meetings may be called and may include the entire sangha, should the Council deem
them necessary.

The Council shall make a finding based on the above process. The finding shall be
written and shall be communicated to the person filing the grievance and the person (s)
allegedly behaving inappropriately within four weeks of the completion of the
reconciliation process.

The Reconciliation Council will keep written records of all meetings and findings. These
shall be kept on file at Nebraska Zen Center.

Atonement. Any person who acts inappropriately is expected to make every effort to
realign their conduct in accord with the precepts and to take the actions necessary to
restore the harmony of the Sangha and to mitigate harm done. Such atonement is an

integral part of our spiritual practice.

CONFIDENTIALITY

Each student should feel free to explore the Dharma and study the self in an environment
of trust and confidentiality.

Conversations with Priests or Dharma Teachers during Dokusan and Practice Discussion
are privileged under the Law, but only when made privately without the intent of further
disclosure, except to other persons present in furtherance of the purpose of the
communication. Personal information offered at meetings, practice events, or Sangha
gatherings are not confidential.
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CONCLUSION

This statement was first issued on April 20, 1998 after being endorsed by the Board of
Directors on April 19, 1998. It was amended to its present form by the Board of Directors
on June 28, 1998 and re-issued on August 28, 1998. It applies to all who practice, study,
and teach at NZC and shall be kept on file at the temple and freely distributed to all.

Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

by genkaku on Wed Nov 11, 2009 5:06 pm

However, as far as | know, the sexual transgressions have not continued over the years,
so something was corrected within the sangha in New York.

Nonin -- Unfortunately, this does not appear to be the case. If it were, I would not have
started the thread in the first place.
genkaku

by Carol on Wed Nov 11, 2009 5:34 pm

Dan74 wrote:

What I am amazed about is what seems to be equivocation about this sort of behavour,
like some of the above posts. I am wondering if Jundo and some of the others had read
the article. Yes, we are all human, still I don't know about others here, but I would expect
my teacher to care more about the welfare of his students than his dick. I may be
unrealistic here, in this day and age, but I really don't think so.

Yes, I understand. My personal opinion is that these things be made public and that the
sangha deal with them as they see fit. In fact, the Shimano scandals (and a number of
others) were well known. I've read about it all before elsewhere.

I think we do need to keep some perspective. Everyone loves a good scandal. It's more
fun than dealing with our own demons. Thus, sometimes reactions can be more appalling
than the original conduct. Perhaps I come from a generation where sexual mores were
looser? I don't know. I lived through the '60s and '70s, and saw it all happening. Much
experimentation ... much was lost and much was gained by the sexual freedom of those
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days. It was definitely a mixed bag. But it has made me much less condemnatory than I
might otherwise have been.

I do not think the line is clear cut. There are teacher-student relationships that have
proved quite beneficial and happy. For example, John Daido Loori Roshi had a long-term
relationship with one of his students, Bonnie Myotai Treace. She became Vice-Abbess at
Zen Mountain Monastery for a time, though she eventually moved on an began teaching
independently. I have never heard either one of them condemned for it, though perhaps
they have been.

My main reaction to reading the article was "This all happened a long time ago" ... much
like the monk who, when chastised for carrying a woman across the river, said "I put her
down back by the river. Why are you still carrying her?"

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Anders Honore on Wed Nov 11, 2009 6:05 pm

Dan74 wrote:
Look I don't give a hoot about this Shimano guy and I wouldn't waste a single breath
condemning him etc (all else said he does make good bike gear).

What I am amazed about is what seems to be equivocation about this sort of behavour,
like some of the above posts. I am wondering if Jundo and some of the others had read
the article. Yes, we are all human, still I don't know about others here, but I would expect
my teacher to care more about the welfare of his students than his dick. I may be
unrealistic here, in this day and age, but I really don't think so.

The sutras have warned about "demons" masquerading as dharma teachers, and indeed
we have seen people who seem quite brilliant in some ways and yet they cause untold
damage to those around them. Then we have others carrying on about "no one is perfect
and it's your fault if you have fantasies of perfect Zen master." Please....

There are teachers who leave a legacy of discord and suffering and those who transmit
the lamp to others and plant seeds of dharma in many grateful hearts, always handling
those with utmost care. I suspect that Dogen and Hakuin would not have been Dogen and
Hakuin had they been screwing their students, but please enlighten me if you know
otherwise.
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I've had plenty of personal contact with a teacher and heard enough stories to have been
disabused of any fairy-tale images of Zen masters. But asking for decency and mastery of
fundamental ethics is not only realistic, it is in my view, essential, otherwise whatever
Zen they've got - | want none of it.

e

PS Edited for a bad Freudian slip...

This.
gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
oo oououdodoad

Anders Honore

by Nonin on Wed Nov 11, 2009 6:10 pm
genkaku wrote:
However, as far as | know, the sexual transgressions have not continued over the years,

so something was corrected within the sangha in New York.

Nonin -- Unfortunately, this does not appear to be the case. If it were, I would not have
started the thread in the first place.

Genkaku,
The events described in the letter you linked to occurred many years ago; the last date
was 1982. This letter has been circulating for a long time. I've been aware of it and the

events described in it for many years, ever since the events occurred.

Do you have more current information that is not covered in the letter about events that
have occurred since 19827 If so, please share it. If not, why did you start the thread?

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA
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http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by booker on Wed Nov 11, 2009 6:11 pm
As some said "wthout mistakes there's now wisdom".

And amen to that.
"Be Buddhist or be Buddha"

booker

by genkaku on Wed Nov 11, 2009 6:21 pm

Nonin wrote:

genkaku wrote:

However, as far as | know, the sexual transgressions have not continued over the years,
so something was corrected within the sangha in New York.

Nonin -- Unfortunately, this does not appear to be the case. If it were, I would not have
started the thread in the first place.

Genkaku,
The events described in the letter you linked to occurred many years ago; the last date
was 1982. This letter has been circulating for a long time. ['ve been aware of it and the

events described in it for many years, ever since the events occurred.

Do you have more current information that is not covered in the letter about events that
have occurred since 19827 If so, please share it. If not, why did you start the thread?

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

Nonin -- Your observations are fair. I started the thread after a conversation with Kobutsu
Malone who pointed me towards the old Aitken material and then expanded verbally with

newer information. I did not feel it would be fair or accurate to reprise from memory
what he said on the phone. I don't think I would be talking out of school to say that



people might contact him at kobutsu@engaged-zen.org. I apologize if this seems like
something of a cop-out and am willing to absorb the wrong-speech critiques if anyone
wanted to make them.

I had not heard, as you had, of this earlier material and I thought it important enough,
after talking with Kobutsu, to give it a wider hearing. It may be easier to know what is
right when there is some assessment of what might be wrong.

But that's just my take.
genkaku

by Anders Honore on Wed Nov 11, 2009 6:34 pm

Nonin wrote:

genkaku wrote:

However, as far as | know, the sexual transgressions have not continued over the years,
so something was corrected within the sangha in New York.

Nonin -- Unfortunately, this does not appear to be the case. If it were, I would not have
started the thread in the first place.

Genkaku,

The events described in the letter you linked to occurred many years ago; the last date
was 1982. This letter has been circulating for a long time. I've been aware of it and the
events described in it for many years, ever since the events occurred.

Do you have more current information that is not covered in the letter about events that
have occurred since 19827 If so, please share it. If not, why did you start the thread?

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin
From the article linked to:

On August 9, 1995, an extraordinary letter was composed and sent to Richard Rudin,
President of the Board of Directors, Zen Studies Society, a New Y ork-based group
founded in 1956 by Cornelius Crane with the purpose of assisting the Japanese Zen
scholar D. T. Suzuki in his work and for promoting Zen Buddhism in America. The lett
was signed by eight prominent American Zen teachers, including Robert Aitken Roshi
and Philip Kapleau Roshi. The gist of the letter was that the undersigned believed that
something had to be done about the Zen Studies Society leader of the previous 30 years
or so, Eido Tai Shimano Roshi, the teacher at the Zen Studies Society’s two centres,

22

er
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Shoboji in New York City and Daibosatsu Monastery in the Catskills Mountains of New
York State.

The letter began by outlining the concerns of the teachers:

Over the past three decades, we have interviewed many former students of Shimano
Roshi. Their stories are consistent: trust placed in an apparently wise and compassionate
teacher, only to have that trust manipulated in the form of his sexual misconduct and
abuse. Some of these students elected to continue their practice with us; most of them
wanted nothing further to do with Zen Buddhism.

With report after report of the same depressing story, it is clear to us that our colleague,
Shimano Roshi, is not simply one who slips into an occasional love affair. We have no
hesitation in judging from first-hand accounts that the quality of these relationships is not
loving but exploitive and extremely damaging to his victims. (RRL)
gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by Nonin on Wed Nov 11, 2009 8:56 pm
Genkaku and Anders,

The letter signed by Robert Aitken and other Zen teachers was composed in 1995, soon
after the American Zen Teachers Association was formed. I joined the group in the
following year, but I was privy to the letter being sent. It referred to concrete events that
had occurred years earlier, so all of this is ancient history. I question the motives of those
who continue to circulate what you linked to in your OP, Genkaku. One of them had a
falling out with Eido Shimano that had nothing to do with the sexual misconduct
described in the article and has been bad-mouthing him for years.

It is not possible for those of us teaching Zen Buddhism in America not to know of these
and similar events and to be aware of the damage that has been done and will be done by
those of us who engage in sexual relationships with our students. That damage 1s done to
our students, our sanghas, and ourselves. Eido Shimano carries the stain from his
mistakes in the minds of many Zen practitioners, mistakes that were committed years
ago. The students he engaged in wrongful conduct with were damaged by it, and many
other sangha members left not only his New York sangha but also Zen practice as well.
Some have not been able to let go of the pain and have carried it for years. Some have
forgiven him and continued as his students. Some have forgiven him and moved on to
practice with other teachers.
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No Zen teacher in America is unaware of the meaning of sexual misconduct as it applies
to the student / teacher relationship, yet people still transgress. That's why we have Ethics
Statements like the one I posted earlier. Human beings are what they are, and that's why
it's also necessary to have some sort of grievance and reconciliation procedure. We have
one as part of our Ethics Statement, and the Soto Zen Buddhist Association (SZBA) is
working on procedures and processes that it will offer to all people and sanghas damaged
by teacher misconduct, sexual and otherwise. Members of the AZTA (American Zen
Teachers Association) schooled in mediation and reconciliation processes also will
counsel fellow members and their sanghas embroiled in ethical controversies.

In the light of all of the, it's most important for all of us, Buddhist teacher or otherwise, to
consider our actions, sexual and otherwise, in the light of the Sixteen Bodhisattva
Precepts and all the nuances that they entail and also in the light of the mores of the
culture in which we live. Buddhist teachers, no matter whether they are priests or lay
people, and senior students in all sanghas are increasingly viewed in the same way as
psycho-therapists, counselors, college teachers, doctors etc. It is considered unethical,
and in some states illegal, for people in these positions and in similar unequal power
relationships to engage in sexual relationships with those they serve. A psycho-therapist
can lose their license for doing so. In some states, such as Minnesota, it is now illegal for
a clergy person to engage in such conduct, and if they do, they can be prosecuted.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Carol on Wed Nov 11, 2009 9:08 pm

Luzdelaluna wrote:

Good Lord! I was never searching for perfection in any human being, and anyone who
does will continually be let down...talk about creating your own suffering! And the
imperfections in a teacher or anyone else for that matter, can deepen one's practice. But
how about some plain old common sense behavior and honesty from someone you do
seek guidance from? That's not too much to expect. And if they can't be met, or one finds
some behavior unacceptable, time to move on. And that's your responsibility to yourself.
That's all. (Just keep practicing...regardless)
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Right you are.
I think this must come up in every honest student-teacher relationship.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Carol on Wed Nov 11, 2009 9:24 pm

There is a profoundly moving interview with Wendy Engokuo Nakao Roshi, the current
Abbot at Zen Center of Los Angeles, where she discusses without flinching the damage
done when Maezumi Roshi had his sexual affairs and alcohol problems. She also
discusses with heartfelt clarity what they did at ZCLA to repair the damage. Deeply
moving stuff, especially when she discusses Maezumi Roshi's years after the scandal.
Much more interesting to me than salacious gossip. I do believe even the worst mistakes
can be transformed into Buddha's teachings. Perhaps that's because of the mistakes I have
made in my life. I just never can believe anyone is beyond redemption.

Part 1 is the early part of her spiritual

development/path. Part 2 is a very moving discussion of Maezumi Roshi
and what happened at ZCLA. Part 3 is a very interesting discussion of
ZCLA and its horizontal/circle leadership structure ... and how the
healing happened. Each part is about 1 hour. Worth listening,

especially parts 2 & 3.

If anyone's interested here are the links:

Part 1: http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-1.mp3
Part 2: http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-2.mp3
Part 3: http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-3.mp3
It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol
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by Anders Honore on Wed Nov 11, 2009 10:00 pm

Nonin wrote:
Genkaku and Anders,

The letter signed by Robert Aitken and other Zen teachers was composed in 1995, soon
after the American Zen Teachers Association was formed. I joined the group in the
following year, but I was privy to the letter being sent. It referred to concrete events that
had occurred years earlier, so all of this is ancient history. I question the motives of those
who continue to circulate what you linked to in your OP, Genkaku. One of them had a
falling out with Eido Shimano that had nothing to do with the sexual misconduct
described in the article and has been bad-mouthing him for years.

If any news were 12 years old by then, what then compelled the seven others to lend their
signatures to the letter in '95?

oo oououdodoad

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by genkaku on Wed Nov 11, 2009 10:27 pm

Nonin -- With all due respect to your position and knowledge, I hope you will trust me
when I say that I have in my possession a copy of a detailed letter addressed to the Zen
Studies Society board of directors dated 1992 from a woman who was subjected to
precisely the sort of manipulation outlined in earlier events.

I will not make the contents public, but hope you will understand that this thread is not
intended as some vindictive look into the past, but rather is intended as an aspect of what
can occur within the well-intentioned, and often marvelously instructive, gated
communities of Zen Buddhism. I see no need to over-emphasize such an aspect just as |

see no need to whitewash its implications and usefulness.
genkaku

by Dan74 on Wed Nov 11, 2009 10:33 pm
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I just never can believe anyone is beyond redemption.

Absolutely!

But this is different than making excuses for what is inexcusable.

Thank you for posting those links, Carol. I'm looking forward to listening to them.
e

Dan74

by Carol on Wed Nov 11, 2009 11:01 pm

Dan74 wrote:
I just never can believe anyone is beyond redemption.

Absolutely!

But this is different than making excuses for what is inexcusable.

Thank you for posting those links, Carol. I'm looking forward to listening to them.
e

I believe at some point we have to go beyond blame and take responsibility for our
reactions and our lives -- with our parents and our teachers and ourselves and with all the
suffering in the world. This is not the same thing as excusing. It is something more like
equanimity. My mother did some "inexcusable" things. So did I. So have many Zen
teachers, and probably almost everyone we know, if we know them well enough.

So, what do we do about that? At what point do we stop carrying it as our suffering and
inflicting it on others in our anger? At what point do we look more deeply into the nature
of the universe and ourselves?

I have heard the horror stories of teachers' bad conduct ... and I've heard what happened
to some of them later. How they made amends, moved on, learned, grew, did good
things, continued working to save all beings, themselves included. I don't know about
Shimano Roshi's conduct since 1992. It's not my business. I know in the early 1970s 1
was badly hurt by a Vipassana teacher. | carried it for years, like an addiction. Eventually
it let go of me. I know that teacher went on to do really good works. I think of him now
with gratitude for the teachings, as well as sorrow for the pain, but also with a feeling of
true deep brother/sisterhood on this path of life.
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It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by genkaku on Wed Nov 11, 2009 11:17 pm

I carried it for years, like an addiction. Eventually it let go of me. I know that teacher
went on to do really good works. I think of him now with gratitude for the teachings, as
well as sorrow for the pain, but also with a feeling of true deep brother/sisterhood on this
path of life.

Nicely put, Carol. Thank you.

[ too feel very grateful for the teachings I received from Eido. The bones were there even
if the marrow was missing. So I am grateful for my training ... and wouldn't wish it on
anyone else.

genkaku

by Carol on Wed Nov 11, 2009 11:23 pm

genkaku wrote:

I carried it for years, like an addiction. Eventually it let go of me. I know that teacher
went on to do really good works. I think of him now with gratitude for the teachings, as
well as sorrow for the pain, but also with a feeling of true deep brother/sisterhood on this
path of life.

Nicely put, Carol. Thank you.

[ too feel very grateful for the teachings I received from Eido. The bones were there even
if the marrow was missing. So I am grateful for my training ... and wouldn't wish it on
anyone else.

I would say to you in all friendship, Adam, that we really do not know what's in another's
bones or heart. We cannot see that deeply unless we see our own true nature.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.
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~Rumi

Carol

by Dan74 on Wed Nov 11, 2009 11:35 pm

I think It is absolutely wonderful when we are able to transform our suffering into
wisdom!

And it is wonderful when we are ready to let go of the anger and not only forgive but
embrace those who have wronged us.

This deserves a thread of its own because it is such an important part of practice, of life.
But this doesn't make what they did right or commendable, of course.

Sure it is all life and "nothing is good or bad but thinking makes it so" as Will
Shakespeare said. But if a parent puts his or her own desires ahead of essential needs of
the child and seriously damages the child in the process, he or she is no longer fit to be a
parent. And a spiritual teacher who is meant to be a beacon of light, when he does what
was narrated above, is no longer fit to be a teacher. Probably never was.

It's not a question of anger, blame, condemnation, etc. Just like doing surgery with dirty
hands is likely to do great harm and is strictly prohibited, doing spiritual work with a
mind driven by desire or anger is bound to be disastrous. Most people will not be able to
transform their suffering. Most will not let go of the hurt an the anger. What could have
been a deep journey toward liberation turns to mounts of bitterness and distrust...

A little quote from the Dhammapada to remind us that what we talk about is not some
unattainable pipe-dream, but a step on the path:

Even as the rain does penetrate
a house that's badly thatched,
likewise lust does penetrate
the mind uncultivated.

/.

Dan74

by Carol on Wed Nov 11, 2009 11:54 pm
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Dan74 wrote:
But if a parent puts his or her own desires ahead of essential needs of the child and
seriously damages the child in the process, he or she is no longer fit to be a parent.

I did that. So did my parents. So did my grandparents. I've heard some horrendous stories
about my great-grandmother, too. Not all the time. But sometimes.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Dan74 on Thu Nov 12, 2009 12:11 am

We may have different ideas of "seriously damaged", Carol. What [ meant and what I've
seen, is stuff that makes ones heart miss a beat. Kids get taken away by the authorities.
Rescued. Sometimes it is too late.

But professing to be a teacher is a different story altogether. You advertise yourself as a
spiritual guide. As a parent you do not advertise yourself as someone wise and
compassionate. The standards are different.

We are human and all that that entails. Judging others we distract ourselves from the task
at hand. Forget to be humbled by our own humanity and imperfections. By our mistakes.

This is not what I am talking about. I am just for calling a spade a spade.

Abuse is abuse. An abuser is not fit to guide others. Another Russian saying: "Don't let a
goat into the garden." Or if you do, be fully prepared for the consequences.

Peace.
N

Dan74

by Nonin on Thu Nov 12, 2009 12:36 am

Dan74 wrote:



31

We may have different ideas of "seriously damaged", Carol. What [ meant and what I've
seen, is stuff that makes ones heart miss a beat. Kids get taken away by the authorities.
Rescued. Sometimes it is too late.

But professing to be a teacher is a different story altogether. You advertise yourself as a
spiritual guide. As a parent you do not advertise yourself as someone wise and
compassionate. The standards are different.

We are human and all that that entails. Judging others we distract ourselves from the task
at hand. Forget to be humbled by our own humanity and imperfections. By our mistakes.
This is not what I am talking about. I am just for calling a spade a spade.

Abuse is abuse. An abuser is not fit to guide others. Another Russian saying: "Don't let a
goat into the garden."

Peace.
N
Dan,

Is there room for transformation, atonement, redemption, or, especially, forgiveness in
your philosophy?

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by christopher::: on Thu Nov 12, 2009 12:41 am

As Carol points out we are all human, we have all made mistakes. We can create heavy
burdens of karma from that, which can not be put down as easily as the girl picked up by
the monk and carried over the puddle.

In line with Dan's points, what 1 found most troubling about this information was the
covering up and enabling, that there was not a process in place for challenging Shimano
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sensei, sending him off to find another profession, or to follow up and have him put on a
form of "probation" with oversight of his student relationships and activities, if he were
to remain in a teaching position. The steps taken by the Zen Teacher's Association, as
described by Rev. Nonin, are an excellent beginning.

Are they enough?

Is there room for transformation, atonement, redemption, or, especially, forgiveness in
your philosophy?

There has to be.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Anders Honore on Thu Nov 12, 2009 12:42 am

Nonin wrote:

Is there room for transformation, atonement, redemption, or, especially, forgiveness in
your philosophy?

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

I would like to suggest that this question is not necessarily related to whether or not
Shimano Roshi is fit for continuing to guide others.

The Buddha was I believe, quite forgiving but in the Vinaya he set down, the policy he
set down was pretty clear: Screw up too badly and you lose the support of the community
(ie, getting booted out of the ordained sangha).
gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by genkaku on Thu Nov 12, 2009 12:54 am
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I would say to you in all friendship, Adam, that we really do not know what's in another's
bones or heart. We cannot see that deeply unless we see our own true nature.

Carol, dear -- Your heart, as always, is in the right place. But [ would say that if it walks
like a duck and quacks like a duck, we would be foolish not to admit it's a duck.

I couldn't agree more -- there is no knowing another's heart or mind. And I agree that
seeing into our own true nature is our most important effort. AND ... we can assess
another's actions and resolve to try to emulate what seems good (Gautama Buddha and
his descendants, for example) and to steer clear of what can rightly be called foolish or
harmful. No sense in being any stupider than I already am, right? Will we be correct in
our assessment of what is good and trustworthy? We hope so, but let's admit it --
sometimes we're wrong. Will we be correct in our assessment of what is foolish and full
of deception? We hope so, but let's admit it -- sometimes we're wrong.

With enough evidence, we can be relatively assured: Attachment doesn't work very well;
compassion is worth understanding, etc. And likewise, from my point of view, I don't
have to go on eating anchovies to know that I think they suck...or hang around a sewage
treatment plant to know that the air can be foul... or a Zen teacher whose ACTIONS are
foolish or harmful.

Just my perspective.
genkaku

by Dan74 on Thu Nov 12, 2009 12:59 am

Nonin wrote:

Dan74 wrote:

We may have different ideas of "seriously damaged", Carol. What [ meant and what I've
seen, is stuff that makes ones heart miss a beat. Kids get taken away by the authorities.
Rescued. Sometimes it is too late.

But professing to be a teacher is a different story altogether. You advertise yourself as a
spiritual guide. As a parent you do not advertise yourself as someone wise and
compassionate. The standards are different.

We are human and all that that entails. Judging others we distract ourselves from the task
at hand. Forget to be humbled by our own humanity and imperfections. By our mistakes.

This is not what I am talking about. I am just for calling a spade a spade.

Abuse is abuse. An abuser is not fit to guide others. Another Russian saying: "Don't let a
goat into the garden."

Peace.
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i\
Dan,

Is there room for transformation, atonement, redemption, or, especially, forgiveness in
your philosophy?

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin
Absolutely, Nonin.

I don't know if I can elaborate any further. I think I've stated my position and don't want
to flood this thread with my posts (any further).

/.

Dan74

by Carol on Thu Nov 12, 2009 1:00 am

Dan74 wrote:
We may have different ideas of "seriously damaged", Carol.

Maybe not. I'm not going to tell my whole family story here, nor the worst of my
transgressions nor the damage I caused my children, but in reflecting on it over the past
40 years I have learned not to cast the first stone at anyone else.

I'm also reminded of the story of Shunryu Suzuki Roshi, who refused to listen to his wife
about a troubling person hanging around the Temple he ran back in Japan before he came
to the US. In his pride, he thought he knew better. That person later killed Suzuki's wife
with an ax while their young daughter looked on. The daughter spent some years in a
mental hospital before committing suicide. So, yes, I think people can make terrible
mistakes out of self-interest and pride and other human failings, and cause serious
damage to others, and still be fit to teach others. Perhaps Suzuki Roshi had more wisdom
and depth because of this than anything else.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi
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Carol

by Carol on Thu Nov 12, 2009 1:05 am

genkaku wrote:
I would say to you in all friendship, Adam, that we really do not know what's in another's
bones or heart. We cannot see that deeply unless we see our own true nature.

Carol, dear -- Your heart, as always, is in the right place. But [ would say that if it walks
like a duck and quacks like a duck, we would be foolish not to admit it's a duck.

I couldn't agree more -- there is no knowing another's heart or mind. And I agree that
seeing into our own true nature is our most important effort. AND ... we can assess
another's actions and resolve to try to emulate what seems good (Gautama Buddha and
his descendants, for example) and to steer clear of what can rightly be called foolish or
harmful. No sense in being any stupider than I already am, right? Will we be correct in
our assessment of what is good and trustworthy? We hope so, but let's admit it --
sometimes we're wrong. Will we be correct in our assessment of what is foolish and full
of deception? We hope so, but let's admit it -- sometimes we're wrong.

With enough evidence, we can be relatively assured: Attachment doesn't work very well;
compassion is worth understanding, etc. And likewise, from my point of view, I don't
have to go on eating anchovies to know that I think they suck...or hang around a sewage
treatment plant to know that the air can be foul... or a Zen teacher whose ACTIONS are
foolish or harmful.

Just my perspective.

Well, I'm not making my meaning clear. I'm not saying we should emulate the mistakes
of others, or that we should remain in an abusive relationship, or that we should not
challenge wrongdoing ... I'm saying that there is always more to the story than we can
see. And that at some point we need to expand our perspective. Foregiveness is a great
healing. When it comes, if it comes, the blessings flow in all directions.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by shel on Thu Nov 12, 2009 1:08 am
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Carol wrote:
... the story of Shunryu Suzuki Roshi

Great, the one founding (in the west) teacher I hadn't heard a negative story about yet.
If you've come here to help me you're wasting your time. But if you've come because
your liberation is tied up with mine then let's work together. ~ Lilla Watson

The Hunger Project

shel

by genkaku on Thu Nov 12, 2009 1:17 am

Well, I'm not making my meaning clear. I'm not saying we should emulate the mistakes
of others, or that we should remain in an abusive relationship, or that we should not
challenge wrongdoing ... I'm saying that there is always more to the story than we can
see. And that at some point we need to expand our perspective. Foregiveness is a great
healing. When it comes, if it comes, the blessings flow in all directions.

Carol -- I'm afraid I am not making MY meaning clear. I couldn't agree with you more.
Forgiveness or clarity is, as you might say, a great healing. But to the extent there is some
anxiousness about addressing what might be unpleasant, to that extent precisely the
healing will be incomplete.

Just my take.
genkaku

by Dan74 on Thu Nov 12, 2009 1:23 am

genkaku wrote:

Well, I'm not making my meaning clear. I'm not saying we should emulate the mistakes
of others, or that we should remain in an abusive relationship, or that we should not
challenge wrongdoing ... I'm saying that there is always more to the story than we can
see. And that at some point we need to expand our perspective. Foregiveness is a great
healing. When it comes, if it comes, the blessings flow in all directions.

Carol -- I'm afraid I am not making MY meaning clear. I couldn't agree with you more.
Forgiveness or clarity is, as you might say, a great healing. But to the extent there is some
anxiousness about addressing what might be unpleasant, to that extent precisely the
healing will be incomplete.
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Just my take.
e

Dan74

by Carol on Thu Nov 12, 2009 1:29 am

genkaku wrote:

Well, I'm not making my meaning clear. I'm not saying we should emulate the mistakes
of others, or that we should remain in an abusive relationship, or that we should not
challenge wrongdoing ... I'm saying that there is always more to the story than we can
see. And that at some point we need to expand our perspective. Foregiveness is a great
healing. When it comes, if it comes, the blessings flow in all directions.

Carol -- I'm afraid I am not making MY meaning clear. I couldn't agree with you more.
Forgiveness or clarity is, as you might say, a great healing. But to the extent there is some
anxiousness about addressing what might be unpleasant, to that extent precisely the
healing will be incomplete.

Just my take.

To the extent that there is some anxiousness about addressing what is unpleasant, healing
cannot take place. And, at some point, a different point for all of us, we have to put it
down, too, in order for the healing to take place. Perhaps the two -- putting it down and
healing are the same thing. For all those who are carrying the harm done by Eido
Shimaon Roshi in their hearts, [ wish only healing -- including the Roshi himself.

Thanks for sharing your insights here, Adam. These wounds run deep, don't they? I think
this goes to the very heart of practice -- the unforgiveable nature of reality, until we
forgive it

It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by christopher::: on Thu Nov 12, 2009 2:04 am
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Deep bows to you both, Carol and Adam. No matter how foul or distasteful, it seems like
there's no such thing as a "life situation" which doesn't offer us the opportunity to deepen
and further our practice.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by genkaku on Thu Nov 12, 2009 3:33 am

These wounds run deep, don't they? I think this goes to the very heart of practice -- the
unforgiveable nature of reality, until we forgive it

Carol -- No disrespect intended, but the above reminds me of a woman overheard by
George Bernard Shaw to say, "I accept the universe." And GBS commented gruftly, "She
damned well better."

The heart of practice, as you pointed out earlier, is the matter of our own true nature. As
far as | can figure it, our true nature does not forgive the blue sky or the universe or
foolish behavior ... it is just clear about such things.

genkaku

by Jundo Cohen on Thu Nov 12, 2009 4:28 am

Dan74 wrote:

What I am amazed about is what seems to be equivocation about this sort of behavour,
like some of the above posts. I am wondering if Jundo and some of the others had read
the article. Yes, we are all human, still I don't know about others here, but I would expect
my teacher to care more about the welfare of his students than his dick. I may be
unrealistic here, in this day and age, but I really don't think so.

The sutras have warned about "demons" masquerading as dharma teachers, and indeed
we have seen people who seem quite brilliant in some ways and yet they cause untold
damage to those around them. Then we have others carrying on about "no one is perfect
and it's your fault if you have fantasies of perfect Zen master." Please....

Yes, I do not wish what [ wrote to be taken as excusing truly abusive or malevolent
behavior, or the taking advantage of the student-teacher relationship in any way. I believe
that tar and feathering, following on the heals of a good defrocking, would be the
appropriate response to someone who oversteps a certain line in the sand.
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Unfortunately, we do not have an organization in Western Zen to chastise or unrecognize
teachers ... it being felt that it is up to each teacher or lineage to "take care of its own"
juniors and members (which often does not happen ... these things tend to get swept
under the rug, or a compromise reached where the offending teacher just "leaves and sets
up his own group" or some such. I believe that Japanese Soto and Rinzai will "un-ordain"
folks subject to their jurisdiction from time to time ... but it is not a subject of wide
discussion, and probably pretty uncommon (knowing them, the most common reason
may be for lack of payment of fees to the church ... certainly, there is the famous
Uchiyama Gudo case, but that was politics).

Uchiyma Gudo (May 17, 1874—January 24, 1911) was a Soto Zen priest and anarcho-
socialist activist executed in the High Treason Incident. He was one of few Buddhist
leaders who spoke out against the Meiji government in its imperialist projects. Gudo was
an outspoken advocate for redistributive land reform, overturning the Meiji emperor
system, encouraging conscripts to desert en masse and advancing democratic rights for
all.[1][2][3] He criticized Zen leaders who claimed that low social position was justified
by karma and who sold abbotships to the highest bidder.[4]

In July of 1909, before Gudo's conviction, officials of the Soto Zen sect moved to deprive
Gudo of his abbotship. After he was convicted, they deprived him of his status as a priest
in June of 1910. Gudo continued to consider himself a priest until he died.

In 1993, the Soto Zen sect restored Gudo's status as a priest citing that "when viewed by
today's standards of respect for human rights, Uchiyama Gudo's writings contain
elements that should be regarded as farsighted" and that "the sect's actions strongly
aligned the sect with an establishment dominated by the emperor system. They were not
designed to protect the unique Buddhist character of the sect's priests".[11]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uchiyama Gudo

We do not even really have a mechanism in the West to publicize the names of so-called
"Zen priests" who are operating under totally fictitious credentials and false personal
histories (there are a few cases out there).

So, it is really a "buyer beware" situation ... and one should be careful about too much
dependence on the teacher, as others have pointed out here. If something seems abusive
about a relationship ... whether with a Zen teacher or other clergy, school teacher, doctor
or psychologist .... run, don't walk, for the door.

Yet ... do not give up on this wondrous Practice in the process, baby with the bath water.

Gassho, J

Founder Treeleaf Zendo, Japan. Member SZBA AZTA. Treeleaf is an online Sangha for
those unable to commute to a Sangha, w/ netcast Zazen (www.treeleaf.org/sit-a-
long/with-jundo-and-taigu/) & all of a Soto Sangha (www.treeleaf.org). Nishijima/Niwa



Jundo Cohen

by Carol on Thu Nov 12, 2009 6:08 am

genkaku wrote:
Carol -- No disrespect intended,

None taken.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by Christopher on Thu Nov 12, 2009 11:35 am

PeterB wrote:
Why on earth is "forgiveness" a big word?

For one thing, it has 11 letters.

Christopher

by PeterB on Thu Nov 12, 2009 11:43 am

Blimey, that many. Oh well now I see the problem.

PeterB

by PeterB on Thu Nov 12, 2009 12:05 pm
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No Chris not really. Unless we are to assume that forgiveness in the sense of letting go of

imagined or real hurts is not part of the result of seeing things as they are. Which of
course it is. And even if we do make that assumption which I would not and I dont

believe that many Zen practitioners would either. But no one says these things do they ?

Everyone would prefer to ignore the elephant in the room.
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And most importantly it doesnt address the real crux of the issue, ok everyones been
forgiven or not because Zen Buddhists are above such nonsense as forgiveness, its a sign
of weakness and dualistic thinking. Now, what do you folks do about women who have
been abused and their abusers, or does "clarity" somehow magic that issue away too ?
After all no abuse is possible in the great world of solipsism.

PeterB

by christopher::: on Thu Nov 12, 2009 1:29 pm

PeterB wrote:

And most importantly it doesnt address the real crux of the issue, ok everyones been
forgiven or not because Zen Buddhists are above such nonsense as forgiveness, its a sign
of weakness and dualistic thinking. Now, what do you folks do about women who have
been abused and their abusers, or does "clarity" somehow magic that issue away too ?
After all no abuse is possible in the great world of solipsism.

Yes, that's most definitely the real crux of the issue, and a most important matter.
Somewhat related, I'm concerned with what Jundo posted earlier...

Jundo Cohen wrote:

Dan74 wrote:

What I am amazed about is what seems to be equivocation about this sort of behavour,
like some of the above posts. I am wondering if Jundo and some of the others had read
the article. Yes, we are all human, still I don't know about others here, but I would expect
my teacher to care more about the welfare of his students than his dick. I may be
unrealistic here, in this day and age, but I really don't think so.

The sutras have warned about "demons" masquerading as dharma teachers, and indeed
we have seen people who seem quite brilliant in some ways and yet they cause untold
damage to those around them. Then we have others carrying on about "no one is perfect
and it's your fault if you have fantasies of perfect Zen master." Please....

Yes, I do not wish what I wrote to be taken as excusing truly abusive or malevolent
behavior, or the taking advantage of the student-teacher relationship in any way. I believe
that tar and feathering, following on the heals of a good defrocking, would be the
appropriate response to someone who oversteps a certain line in the sand.

Unfortunately, we do not have an organization in Western Zen to chastise or unrecognize
teachers ... it being felt that it is up to each teacher or lineage to "take care of its own"
juniors and members (which often does not happen ... these things tend to get swept
under the rug, or a compromise reached where the offending teacher just "leaves and sets
up his own group" or some such. I believe that Japanese Soto and Rinzai will "un-ordain"
folks subject to their jurisdiction from time to time ... but it is not a subject of wide
discussion, and probably pretty uncommon (knowing them, the most common reason
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may be for lack of payment of fees to the church ... certainly, there is the famous
Uchiyama Gudo case, but that was politics).

Uchiyma Gudo (May 17, 1874—January 24, 1911) was a Soto Zen priest and anarcho-
socialist activist executed in the High Treason Incident. He was one of few Buddhist
leaders who spoke out against the Meiji government in its imperialist projects. Gudo was
an outspoken advocate for redistributive land reform, overturning the Meiji emperor
system, encouraging conscripts to desert en masse and advancing democratic rights for
all.[1][2][3] He criticized Zen leaders who claimed that low social position was justified
by karma and who sold abbotships to the highest bidder.[4]

In July of 1909, before Gudo's conviction, officials of the Soto Zen sect moved to deprive
Gudo of his abbotship. After he was convicted, they deprived him of his status as a priest
in June of 1910. Gudo continued to consider himself a priest until he died.

In 1993, the Soto Zen sect restored Gudo's status as a priest citing that "when viewed by
today's standards of respect for human rights, Uchiyama Gudo's writings contain
elements that should be regarded as farsighted" and that "the sect's actions strongly
aligned the sect with an establishment dominated by the emperor system. They were not
designed to protect the unique Buddhist character of the sect's priests".[11]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uchiyama Gudo

We do not even really have a mechanism in the West to publicize the names of so-called
"Zen priests" who are operating under totally fictitious credentials and false personal
histories (there are a few cases out there).

So, it is really a "buyer beware" situation ... and one should be careful about too much
dependence on the teacher, as others have pointed out here. If something seems abusive
about a relationship ... whether with a Zen teacher or other clergy, school teacher, doctor
or psychologist .... run, don't walk, for the door.

Yet ... do not give up on this wondrous Practice in the process, baby with the bath water.
Gassho, J

Good points, Jundo san, but it sounds like there are not yet enough safeguards in place.
There is also a disconnect when some teachers tell people "one should not try to practice
Zen without a teacher" while others advise "one should be careful about too much

dependence on a teacher."...

Perhaps both are true, but how one manages that hasn't been clarified, I think. Zen is new
to the West, so I guess we just need to figure out some of these things as we go along...

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by Christopher on Thu Nov 12, 2009 2:04 pm

Anyone care to comment on that rather suspect quote at the beginning of the article,
about how the mind of a master is "pure" even while he's boozing and chasing women?

And who is this "master Sheng-Yen", anyway?

Christopher

by genkaku on Thu Nov 12, 2009 2:09 pm

Christopher wrote:
Anyone care to comment on that rather suspect quote at the beginning of the article,
about how the mind of a master is "pure" even while he's boozing and chasing women?

And who is this "master Sheng-Yen", anyway?

I won't stick my head into the bee's nest of "purity," but here's Wikipedia on Sheng-Yen:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheng-yen He is the author of the highly-regarded
"Hoofprint of the Ox," among many other books. I was always sorry I hadn't found
Hoofprint earlier on, when I was more patient with wonderful understandings.

genkaku

by Jundo Cohen on Thu Nov 12, 2009 2:51 pm
christopher::: wrote:

Good points, Jundo san, but it sounds like there are not yet enough safeguards in place.
There is also a disconnect when some teachers tell people "one should not try to practice
Zen without a teacher" while others advise "one should be careful about too much
dependence on a teacher."...

Perhaps both are true, but how one manages that hasn't been clarified, I think. Zen is new
to the West, so I guess we just need to figure out some of these things as we go along...

One should not give oneself a root canal without a proper dentist in a properly equipped
office. Just find a good doctor in a good environment.
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One should not practice Zen without a Teacher and supportive Sangha. Just a find a good
teacher in a good environment.

Asking around, checking reputations of long standing developed over many years ... an
excellent way to find a physician or a teacher.

But, anyway, we have had this debate before ...
viewtopic.php?p=20783#p20783

People who practice this practice without the support of a Sangha and Teacher are also
likely to end up in a self-abusive situation. This practice is just too likely to run off the
rails if the self is left to its "me, myself and I" alone.

Just find a good Teacher and a supportive Sangha. It ain't rocket science.

Gassho, Jundo

Founder Treeleaf Zendo, Japan. Member SZBA AZTA. Treeleaf is an online Sangha for
those unable to commute to a Sangha, w/ netcast Zazen (www.treeleaf.org/sit-a-
long/with-jundo-and-taigu/) & all of a Soto Sangha (www.treeleaf.org). Nishijima/Niwa

Jundo Cohen

by partofit22 on Thu Nov 12, 2009 2:58 pm

Jundo Cohen "So, it is really a "buyer beware" situation ..." so it seems ... proceeding
with caution isn't bad advice-

1 don't think anyone wants their trust taken advantage of- but where, in this circumstance,
was trust transformed into something else and how is it that only one is guilty of sexual
misconduct? the man didn't have sex with himself- somewhere along the line, the sex was
consensual- no? because if it wasn't, it would be rape, wouldn't it? was there any mention
of that?

partofit22

by christopher::: on Thu Nov 12, 2009 3:40 pm
Jundo Cohen wrote:

One should not give oneself a root canal without a proper dentist in a properly equipped
office. Just find a good doctor in a good environment.



45

One should not practice Zen without a Teacher and supportive Sangha. Just a find a good
teacher in a good environment.

Asking around, checking reputations of long standing developed over many years ... an
excellent way to find a physician or a teacher.

But, anyway, we have had this debate before ...
viewtopic.php?p=20783#p20783

People who practice this practice without the support of a Sangha and Teacher are also
likely to end up in a self-abusive situation. This practice is just too likely to run off the
rails if the self is left to its "me, myself and I" alone.

I won't challenge you, since- as you say- we've had this conversation before.
Great post on the other end of that link. Thanks!
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by Carol on Thu Nov 12, 2009 3:55 pm

partofit22 wrote:
Jundo Cohen "So, it is really a "buyer beware" situation ..." so it seems ... proceeding
with caution isn't bad advice-

1 don't think anyone wants their trust taken advantage of- but where, in this circumstance,
was trust transformed into something else and how is it that only one is guilty of sexual
misconduct? the man didn't have sex with himself- somewhere along the line, the sex was
consensual- no? because if it wasn't, it would be rape, wouldn't it? was there any mention
of that?

Because of the unequal power dynamics and the vulnerability of a student seeking
spiritual guidance, "consent" can be compromised in these situations. Not always, but it
can be the case -- much like sexual relationships between psychotherapists or counselors
and their patients or clients. In the "helping" professions, therapists can lose their license
for such conduct if there are complaints.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.
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~Rumi

Carol

by Carol on Thu Nov 12, 2009 4:11 pm

Christopher wrote:
Anyone care to comment on that rather suspect quote at the beginning of the article,
about how the mind of a master is "pure" even while he's boozing and chasing women?

And who is this "master Sheng-Yen", anyway?

Master Sheng Yen did not say "the mind of a master is pure even while he's boozing and
chasing women." The quote at the beginning of the article is Stuart Lachs quoting his
own book where he is allegedly quoting Master Sheng Yen ... we don't know what
Master Sheng Yen actually said. But whatever it was, I'm certain Lachs has taken it out
of context. Master Sheng Yen was a strict proponent of moral purity.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol
Founding Member

by Gregory Wonderwheel on Thu Nov 12, 2009 4:25 pm

Moderator note. I have removed some posts from this topic because they diverged too far
from the main topic and included matter that was a personal attack on another writer.
There are some posts remaining that come very close to being removed for mentioning
"motives" and seeming to imply that people were making "excuses" for Shimano's
behavior when no one has made or implied excuses. These posts haven't been removed
but any further posts discussing personalities, motives, or that appear to be
mischaracterizing each others posts will be strictly moderated and removed. Because I'm
taking this moderating action I won't wade into this very interesting topic. Please
continue to to discuss, and feel free to be personal about yourself, just don't get into
attacking or characterizing others. Thanks.

i\
Gregory
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The Blessed One said, “The recognition of the one vehicle (—3€) is obtained when there
is no rising of discrimination by doing away with the notion of grasped and grasping and
by abiding in the reality of suchness.” ~ From the Lankavatara Sutra

Gregory Wonderwheel
Global Moderator

by Nonin on Thu Nov 12, 2009 4:36 pm

Jundo wrote:

Unfortunately, we do not have an organization in Western Zen to chastise or unrecognize
teachers ... it being felt that it is up to each teacher or lineage to "take care of its own"
juniors and members (which often does not happen ... these things tend to get swept
under the rug, or a compromise reached where the offending teacher just "leaves and sets
up his own group" or some such.

It is true that it is up to each teacher or lineage to offer oversight to the practices and
conduct of its own lineage holders, even after the person is teaching independently, and
this frequently happens when someone strays. However, things do get "swept under the
rug" sometimes; compromises are reached and someone quietly leaves and shows up
elsewhere. How misconduct by teachers is handled depends on the integrity of the
person's teacher or the senior members in the lineage and their willingness to confront
misconduct openly and forthrightly and deal with it fairly. Some do; some don't.

Also, except for small sitting groups, most practice places in the United States are non-
profit religious corporations, so they are legal entities under Internal Revenue Code 501
c-3. They have to have a Board of Directors, and that Board is legally and ethically
responsible for the health and well-being of the organization. If a sangha member is
sexually abused and damaged, a lawsuit may arise, and Board Members can be held
legally responsible. So, it behooves Board Members to develop an Ethics Statement that
outlines misconduct and confront clergy misconduct forthrightly, openly, and directly. If
they don't, they have abdicated their responsibility.

Jundo also says,
I believe that Japanese Soto and Rinzai will "un-ordain" folks subject to their jurisdiction
from time to time . . .

Yes, this is so, and it has also happened in the West. People have had their robes taken
back and told not to teach, but this has been done by the person's teacher, not by a parent
organization. However, the phrase "un-ordain" is problematic, for some hold that
ordination has an ontological base and that once a person is ordained, she or he cannot be
"un-ordained." Some hold that "un-ordination" can be done. I have taken robes back from
two people that I priest ordained, not because of any misconduct on their part but because
they were unable to complete their training.
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A master can, however, revoke a disciple's authorization to teach, however, and
disassociate themselves from the person. Whether the person stops teaching or not is
problematic. There are no dharma police around who'll raid the practice place and put the
offender in jail if they're teaching without authorization!

Jundo's right when he says that there's no overall parent organization in the West that can
un-recognize teachers. However some members of the American Zen Teachers
Association and the Soto Zen Buddhist Association make themselves available for
counsel and if they are asked, will help when one of their members strays, and they have
been asked to help, sometimes by the person, sometimes by sangha members. Also, some
of us will speak with the member if rumors are floating around and try to help

I have counseled teachers who have strayed and committed sexual misconduct, and I've
also tried to help sanghas who are dealing with the fallout from such misconduct. Every
time, I've wished that I or someone else could have intervened before the misconduct
occurred rather that trying to pick up the pieces after the explosion. The AZTA and the
SZBA are trying to educate their members about the dangers of sexual and other
misconduct, but because human beings are what they are, 100% success is not possible,
so we're also exploring the best ways to pick up the pieces.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Nonin on Thu Nov 12, 2009 4:41 pm

Carol wrote:

partofit22 wrote:

Jundo Cohen "So, it is really a "buyer beware" situation ..." so it seems ... proceeding
with caution isn't bad advice-

1 don't think anyone wants their trust taken advantage of- but where, in this circumstance,
was trust transformed into something else and how is it that only one is guilty of sexual
misconduct? the man didn't have sex with himself- somewhere along the line, the sex was



49

consensual- no? because if it wasn't, it would be rape, wouldn't it? was there any mention
of that?

Because of the unequal power dynamics and the vulnerability of a student seeking
spiritual guidance, "consent" can be compromised in these situations. Not always, but it
can be the case -- much like sexual relationships between psychotherapists or counselors
and their patients or clients. In the "helping" professions, therapists can lose their license
for such conduct if there are complaints.

Yes, Carol, this is true. Because of the power imbalance in the student / teacher
relationships and the vulnerability of the student in such relationships, it is incumbent on
the teacher not to enter into a sexual relationship. "Consent" cannot be used as an excuse
in such situations.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by Linda Anderson on Thu Nov 12, 2009 5:42 pm

Forgive me for jumping in before I have read any of this. I will take the time to read it. I
had some initial impressions of a general nature, out of the box.

If there is a pedastal, it must come down. Perfection is not real in a mature spiritual
perspective, we shouldn't expect it of our teachers. It is a setup for failure. In the laws of
nature, one polarity naturally attracts the other. That does not dumb the teaching or
teacher down to being "just like us" either which is a compensation to our own sense of
inferiority. Tricky, isn't it. So, where is the unity?

Who could know what to do about it, if we believe in the natural flow of dharma.
complicated and risky as it is. is this not the dharma wheel also? I think it's rather curious
that some forms of playing God are condemned (like sexual actions) yet other forms, like
punishment and judgement are not considered God-like. So, are we being honest here?
Obviously, this is not addressing the laws of conventional society as we know it... I like
the description of Maya as socialized consciousness. That is pause for meditation.
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Yes, harm is done, or not. That is it too. Are there any mistakes that a heat seeking
missile makes. It's an intense call for self-inquiry on everyone's part. I'm not an advocate
of censure, I've seen it too many times to think there isn't culpability on both sides. As
things slide off me, I find intense trust in all that is, which is a dangerous existence
beyond what we know. Trust is a funny word when there's nothing out there... in the
meantime, quietude can support our fears.

I have seen this in and out of zen. I have seen it dealt with only once in a healthy way, it
was not a zen community. There was no defense, only an acceptance of the person's
reaction on the part of the accused, for it was all about the reaction. Accused made no
apologies, no excuses, no confessions either. For, it was none of anyones' business. The
accuser came to discover his own self in the process. And, I saw the great Love and pain
of the accused to provide such a teaching. It's a difficult path to walk, and it's so easy to
judge.

After seeing that the incidents of 30 years ago and farther back have not healed yet, |
wonder what has been accomplished. Maybe there's a clue that something is not working.

And, I'll refer back the the Watts article on Beat Zen, Square Zen... to know the
unconscious side of our own culture. That is the most intenlligent article I've seen in a
long time.

It goes without saying that this is my perspective, but it's so tedious to keep repeating that
sentiment. ['ll trust you to always know that, or know why you don't. It goes beyond
perspective when it zings with another's sensibility. We all walk together, but do our own
work, or not.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Carol on Thu Nov 12, 2009 5:52 pm
Linda Anderson wrote:
Forgive me for jumping in before I have read any of this. I will take the time to read it. I

had some initial impressions of a general nature, out of the box.

Yes, Linda, you said it better than I did. Thank You.
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It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Linda Anderson on Thu Nov 12, 2009 5:59 pm

PS 1 thought it might be useful for you to know my spiritual path started with a teacher
who taught us to do our own work, sent us home with tools. There was no access to call
him back. He trusted that we would do what we needed to, even if that was to forget
everything. Sitting in an eternal circle, listening to others who are oddly speaking for me,
supports a compassionate view. He had the wisdom to teach what he knew, nothing
beyond that. While he had never studied Buddhism in depth, he was Buddhist at heart. He
studied the self deeply. So, it never occurred to me to put all my faith in anyone... but
then, I don't think Buddhism encourages that either. So, who does?

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by partofit22 on Thu Nov 12, 2009 6:08 pm

Linda Anderson wrote:
If there is a pedastal, it must come down.

beautiful- 1 was wondering how wonderful it might be if somehow "power" was absorbed
by or assigned to equality- that nobody had any actual position considered above others,
just different- more or less a mutual respect for what each other had to bring to the table -
- even if people don't agree with it-

partofit22

by genkaku on Thu Nov 12, 2009 6:31 pm

Perfection is not real in a mature spiritual perspective, we shouldn't expect it of our
teachers.
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Nicely said, Linda.
And then there are the facts.

The fact is that many do indeed expect something like 'perfection’ -- from themselves,
from their chosen teachers, from their spiritual endeavor, from their work or marriage or
some other circumstance. With a little determination and patience, this longing is refined
and re-seen, but during a time of longing for perfection, there is a vulnerability that is as
touching as it may be misguided. Hope and belief are front and center on the big stage.
We are not yet mature. In fact we all might be described as very immature. There is no
talking immaturity out of a person. There are just suggestions that can be made together
with the hope that the 'immature’ person will elect to follow those suggestions. When the
suggestions are nourishing, perhaps some good will come of it all. When the suggestions
are made under cover of sincerity and kindness but are really self-serving ... well, there
are problems and sometimes considerable pain.

Just noodling.
genkaku

by PeterB on Thu Nov 12, 2009 6:41 pm

That would indeed be wonderful Partofit. It cuts several ways however, In my case |
would not attempt to fix my car engine, but [ know a man who can. In turn I may have
skills that might be of use to him and his family sometime. In just the same way | know
people who know more about meditation than I do, not just in the abstract sense or
anything mystical, they are deeply aquainted with the mechanics of the mind and are able
to make suggestions that can move one past the usual range of blocks. We must do the
moving ourselves of course, but a word in the ear at the right time can be worth years of
trial and error. And thats ok. we dont lose our individuality or succumb to cultishness by
asking the right person for advice about practice.

If the besetting sin in the Vajrayana is a tendency to hand the keys of the meditation car
over to an expert and let them do the work, it seems to me a besetting sin of western Zen
people , and of course I could be well wide of the mark here, is to have an inverse
snobbery and an exaggerated fear of anyone that seems to know a bit more, which then
gets expressed as a kind of institutionalised " tall poppy syndrome".

In asking for advice in this area, we risk exposing ourselves to the tiny minority that
might take advantage, that might take a financial turn, or if we are young and attractive it
might be otherwise. The fact that it is caveat emptor need not mean nihil emptor.

PeterB
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by Nonin on Thu Nov 12, 2009 8:50 pm

christopher::: said:

There is also a disconnect when some teachers tell people "one should not try to practice
Zen without a teacher" while others advise "one should be careful about too much
dependence on a teacher."...

There's no disconnect here. All teachers would probably say, "one should not try to
practice Zen without a teacher" because all of them either practiced or still practice with a
teacher. All teachers would also probably say, "one should be careful about too much
dependence on a teacher," for their teachers, if they were good ones, taught them to stand
on their own two feet, and if they themselves are good teachers, this is what they teach
their students.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by Nonin on Thu Nov 12,2009 11:11 pm

PeterB said:

it seems to me a besetting sin of western Zen people , and of course I could be well wide
of the mark here, is to have an inverse snobbery and an exaggerated fear of anyone that
seems to know a bit more, which then gets expressed as a kind of institutionalised " tall
poppy syndrome".

I don't think that you're wide of the mark at all. Many Western people are either afraid of
trusting in another person to guide their spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept
advice, mistakingly think that they can do it themselves, are too individualistic too accept
help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive teachers and are scared off. No Japanese,
Korean, Chinese, or Vietnamese person would think of practicing Zen Buddhism without
a teacher; it's ingrained in those cultures.
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However, there are many, many serious Zen Buddhist practitioners in the West who do
practice under the guidance of a teacher. From what I've seen over the past 30 years,
they're in the majority of those interested in Zen. They get it; others don't.

By the way, Peter, what is "tall poppy syndrome?" Please explain. Is this another Scottish
thing that doesn't travel well?

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by partofit22 on Thu Nov 12, 2009 11:33 pm

PeterB wrote:

That would indeed be wonderful Partofit. It cuts several ways however, In my case |
would not attempt to fix my car engine, but [ know a man who can. In turn I may have
skills that might be of use to him and his family sometime. In just the same way | know
people who know more about meditation than I do, not just in the abstract sense or
anything mystical, they are deeply aquainted with the mechanics of the mind and are able
to make suggestions that can move one past the usual range of blocks. We must do the
moving ourselves of course, but a word in the ear at the right time can be worth years of
trial and error. And thats ok. we dont lose our individuality or succumb to cultishness by
asking the right person for advice about practice.

If the besetting sin in the Vajrayana is a tendency to hand the keys of the meditation car
over to an expert and let them do the work, it seems to me a besetting sin of western Zen
people , and of course I could be well wide of the mark here, is to have an inverse
snobbery and an exaggerated fear of anyone that seems to know a bit more, which then
gets expressed as a kind of institutionalised " tall poppy syndrome".

In asking for advice in this area, we risk exposing ourselves to the tiny minority that
might take advantage, that might take a financial turn, or if we are young and attractive it
might be otherwise. The fact that it is caveat emptor need not mean nihil emptor.

1 did mention difference, PeterB- and difference doesn't need to be elevated, although, in
the Yellow Pages, 1'm happy the sections are separated, for dopes like me, and labeled- it
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even has full page ads- and little ones, too- page upon page of "professional(s)"- like
poppies of every shade and height-

1 completely agree about the benefits of the right words in the ear at the right time-
totally- but 1 don't think there's anything unhealthy about giving credit where credit is
due- there's nothing unhealthy about accepting credit either- obsessing about it is another
story- no? but caution is important also- in choosing a teacher as it is 1 assume accepting
a student -- or hiring a plumber or mechanic-

what 1 think, personally, fuels snobbery and caution i cannot say without being
inflammatory- so, 1 won't- but there are examples of it-
partofit22

by genkaku on Fri Nov 13, 2009 1:03 am

As a part of the themes offered in the original post here, I have posted on my blog a
farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

The letter dates from 1982, but I believe that the difficulties it portrays persist today,
whatever the enormous strides Zen Buddhism has made as regards sexual and power
abuses. Yesterday is yesterday, it's true, but I also think that when our yesterdays are or
may become very much our todays, then it is well to recall what actual human beings (not
just historical pop-ups) experienced in the past.

As I say on the blog, I am not trying to claw open healed wounds or claim some oh-so-
virtuous high seat with its ever-so-much-more-correct views. What I am trying to do is to
place before any Zen student who cares to read it the potentials for decency and disaster
we all face.

FWIW
genkaku

by Carol on Fri Nov 13, 2009 6:02 am
genkaku wrote:
As a part of the themes offered in the original post here, I have posted on my blog a

farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

This is a deeply moving letter, Adam. I can only begin to imagine the upheaval and pain
that brought you to write it. And courage.

Eido's conduct was inexcusable and did great harm to many. [ wish them all peace.
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Carol

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by shel on Fri Nov 13, 2009 6:59 am

Nonin wrote:

Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide their
spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice, mistakingly think that they can do it
themselves, are too individualistic too accept help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive
teachers and are scared off.

I couldn't help wondering how you acquired this knowledge. It would seem that you
would have very little contact with such people. Was there some sort of survey taken? If
so, would you mind posting the statistics? Or are you just talking about a handful of folks
you've seen online?

If you've come here to help me you're wasting your time. But if you've come because
your liberation is tied up with mine then let's work together. ~ Lilla Watson

The Hunger Project

shel

by PeterB on Fri Nov 13, 2009 9:16 am

"Tall Poppy Syndrome" Rev. Nonin is I believe actually Australian in origin.. I wasnt
sure when I posted whether it was current in the USA. It refers to an seemingly inbuilt
attitude that some people have towards anyone they see as having authority or greater
knowledge. It is the knee jerk opposite to undue deference. It started off as an attitude to
what was seen as unearned privilege, but has become extended beyond that. It carries an
image of a field, in that field are a number of tall poppys, to some this provokes an urge
to cut them all down to the same size.

I wonder whether to some extent Internet sites attract a proportion of Tall Poppy
Syndromers who are attracted to that medium in a self selecting way because they can
avoid face to face interaction with those Tall Poppys who are nimble and able to take
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avoiding action when faced with the little clippers..It is social egalitarianism dragged into
Buddhism not just as a recognition of individual equal worth, which is a proper thing, but
as a blurring of roles, which is not. Teachers are teachers not because they are more like
Buddhas, at least not all of them, they are teachers because they have a range of more
useful stuff than the student does. Until the student becomes the teacher, which also
happens.

Last edited by PeterB on Fri Nov 13, 2009 9:23 am, edited 1 time in total.
PeterB

by Carol on Fri Nov 13, 2009 9:22 am

Wikipedia article on "Tall Poppy Syndrome"
It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol
Founding Member

by christopher::: on Fri Nov 13, 2009 10:23 am

As Rev. Nonin noted, rightly 1 think, many Western people have difficulty trusting in
another person to guide their spiritual practice- for a variety of reasons. They may be too
ego-ridden to accept advice or may believe they can do it themselves. They may also be
fearful or mistrusting of individuals who present themselves as teachers and authorities,
and yet do not seem to live, act, speak and/or think very wisely. Just as there are ego-
driven students such as described by Peter, who flock to the Internet, there are "teachers"
of this type as well, imo. We've all put our time in over at the Grey Forum, so we've all
seen this...

BUT this Poppy Cutting issue is beside the point. Big Student/Teacher Egos verbally
attempting to knock one another down on the Internet is not the topic we are discussing.
The issue here that Adam (genkaku) has brought to our attention is actual physical abuse
by teachers, in flesh and blood sangha situations.

I think to talk about these ego-driven communication dynamics is a diversion from what
is way more troubling- actual physical and psychological abuse. That's what creates more
distrust and serious problems then any Internet pissing matches i've seen. Please read
genkaku's letter, if you haven't already...
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genkaku wrote:
As a part of the themes offered in the original post here, I have posted on my blog a
farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

Thank you for sharing this.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by PeterB on Fri Nov 13, 2009 10:47 am

I think that there 1s a direct connection Chris. I think it works in a number of ways. It
means that the issues arising from sexual and other forms of exploitation cannot be
properly examined if, instead of a cool look at the issues, they are simply dismissed due
to Tall Poppy Syndrome. In other words if the contention is that the issue is not abuse, its
the fact that there are authoratative teachers at all. And if what is being said is that
because we all have Buddha Nature the function of a hands on teacher is at best
superflous then the problem is seen as one of status per se, as levelling, rather than as that
of a minority of teachers who abuse their position, but whose behaviour does not negate
the need for teachers who do not abuse their position. I think any diversion of the thread
comes from a very different position, i.e. that any stick is good enough to beat the teacher
with. Because magically and despite all of the overwhelming eveidence to the contrary
we are all somehow already Buddhas and so do not need teachers apart from wavy
smilies on websites. That leaves a vacuum in which people are either phobic about
teachers, or do not have the necessary information to distinguish the abuser from the non
abuser until after the abuse.

NB I have read Adams letter. Adams position in this issue is not one that [ am addressing.
Adam has paid his dues both as a student and a teacher, and I write that as one who takes
a fundamentally different view of various aspects of the Dharma than does Adam. But
Adam has reached his different conclusions at the coal face, as have I, not by reading
about coal, or visiting coal mines without getting his hands dirty.

Would that this were true of everyone who ventures opinions on this and other Buddhist
websites.

PeterB

by Dan74 on Fri Nov 13, 2009 11:00 am
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I'd only like to say to Genkaku and everyone else who has ever had their trust so deeply
betrayed I am sorry.

Thank you for your courage to share it with us. It's an uncomfortable truth that one would
like to look away from, to rationalize away, to turn into something good. Facing it as it is,
is heart-wrenching.

/.

Dan74

by Carol on Fri Nov 13, 2009 11:45 am

christopher::: wrote:
I think to talk about these ego-driven communication dynamics is a diversion from what
is way more troubling- actual physical and psychological abuse.

Everything being said here is directly related to the actual abuse that took place ... the
questions are: "What do we do about it?" "What do we learn from it?" "How do those
who were hurt by it find healing?" "Is anything in our Zen (or Buddhist) practice even
relevant to these questions?" "If not, why do we practice?"

As Peter said, some of us have actually been at the coal face, I would add myself and
Nonin in that group along with Peter and Adam. That we see it from different
perspectives is not a diversion, it is a fact of experience and practice deserving respect.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol
Founding Member

by PeterB on Fri Nov 13,2009 11:50 am

So would I Carol, you and Ven Nonin and Rev Jundo, et al, the sooty marks of the
coalface are always visible to those who also carry them..

PeterB
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by genkaku on Fri Nov 13, 2009 12:20 pm

Nonin wrote:

Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide their
spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice, mistakingly think that they can do it
themselves, are too individualistic too accept help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive
teachers and are scared off.

I agree with this. The individualistic, anti-authoritarian, let's-play-democracy insistences
can really get in the way of a fruitful link between student and teacher. And, in the very
same breath, the teacher-knows-best, teacher-is-enlightened, dig-my-lockstep-consent
views can also poison the well.

I suspect that any serious student has felt the lash of what are sometimes slickly referred
to as extremes. I say "lash" because it requires some real, personal, no-kidding patience
and determination to take a lickin' and keep on tickin' -- to find the middle way that does
not just come from a book. This is a living, breathing koan for my money and what
makes it hard, as with any koan, is that there is no single, cookie-cutter answer, no one-
size-fits-all middle way. To find the middle way, the peaceful way, is your job and mine
... it's damned hard work because, praise or blame as we mayj, still, it is my responsibility.
Dontcha just hate that? I know I have. My responsibility if I praise. My responsibility if [
blame. My responsibility if I fake neither-praising-nor-blaming. My responsibility if [
dance around pretending that there is no ego. My responsibility if I imagine I know what
compassion is. My responsibility if I claim there is no 'me.' My responsibility if I cling to
Buddhism or flee from it. The list is endless.

Practice, practice, practice.
genkaku

by Christopher on Fri Nov 13, 2009 12:42 pm

genkaku wrote:
I have posted on my blog a farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

Man, all I could think of when reading these testimonials is that Eido sure dropped the
ball in bringing the dharma to the west. I can't imagine what people like Aitken and the

folks at DBZ must have been thinking. Amazing.

And the fact that Eido's still out there teaching, sexcapades or no, means that this is not
old news.

Christopher
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by PeterB on Fri Nov 13, 2009 12:42 pm

Indeed indeed indeed.
PeterB

by Nonin on Fri Nov 13, 2009 12:53 pm

praxis wrote:

Nonin wrote:

Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide their
spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice, mistakingly think that they can do it
themselves, are too individualistic too accept help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive
teachers and are scared off.

I couldn't help wondering how you acquired this knowledge. It would seem that you
would have very little contact with such people. Was there some sort of survey taken? If
so, would you mind posting the statistics? Or are you just talking about a handful of folks
you've seen online?

I've been teaching independently since 1989, praxis, not only at our temple, but as a guest
teacher at many practice places in the U.S. I've spoken privately with a variety of people,
fielded questions after giving talks from hundreds more and am frequently e-mailed by
people seeking advice. I'm also active in two national Zen teachers groups where we
discuss issues like this. My statements on this issue are based on my personal experience
and the experience of other Zen teachers. If a person practices in sangha under the
guidance of a teacher and has much experience interacting with other Zen students, this
issue becomes clearer and clearer.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
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by partofit22 on Fri Nov 13, 2009 3:09 pm
Carol wrote:

As Peter said, some of us have actually been at the coal face, | would add myself and
Nonin in that group along with Peter and Adam. That we see it from different
perspectives is not a diversion, it is a fact of experience and practice deserving respect.

We dig, dig, dig, dig, dig, dig, dig
In a mine the whole day through!

To dig, dig, dig, dig, dig, dig, dig

Is what we like to do!

partofit22

by PeterB on Fri Nov 13, 2009 3:22 pm

Well sometimes it what we dont like to do, but needs must...

One of my teachers used to say it might be best not to even start with this business but if
you do you have to see it through...

PeterB

by christopher::: on Fri Nov 13, 2009 3:59 pm

Carol wrote:

christopher::: wrote:

I think to talk about these ego-driven communication dynamics is a diversion from what
is way more troubling- actual physical and psychological abuse.

Everything being said here is directly related to the actual abuse that took place ... the
questions are: "What do we do about it?" "What do we learn from it?" "How do those
who were hurt by it find healing?" "Is anything in our Zen (or Buddhist) practice even
relevant to these questions?" "If not, why do we practice?"

As Peter said, some of us have actually been at the coal face, I would add myself and
Nonin in that group along with Peter and Adam. That we see it from different
perspectives is not a diversion, it is a fact of experience and practice deserving respect.

Thanks for your thoughtful response, Carol. If you all feel up to it-- Peter, Adam, Nonin
and others who have actually been in these kinds of situations... How would you respond
to these questions?
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The questions are: "What do we do about it?" "What do we learn from it?" "How do
those who were hurt by it find healing?" "Is anything in our Zen (or Buddhist) practice
even relevant to these questions?" "If not, why do we practice?"

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by christopher::: on Fri Nov 13, 2009 4:08 pm

genkaku wrote:

Nonin wrote:

Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide their
spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice, mistakingly think that they can do it
themselves, are too individualistic too accept help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive
teachers and are scared off.

I agree with this. The individualistic, anti-authoritarian, let's-play-democracy insistences
can really get in the way of a fruitful link between student and teacher. And, in the very
same breath, the teacher-knows-best, teacher-is-enlightened, dig-my-lockstep-consent
views can also poison the well.

I suspect that any serious student has felt the lash of what are sometimes slickly referred
to as extremes. I say "lash" because it requires some real, personal, no-kidding patience
and determination to take a lickin' and keep on tickin' -- to find the middle way that does
not just come from a book. This is a living, breathing koan for my money and what
makes it hard, as with any koan, is that there is no single, cookie-cutter answer, no one-
size-fits-all middle way. To find the middle way, the peaceful way, is your job and mine
... it's damned hard work because, praise or blame as we mayj, still, it is my responsibility.
Dontcha just hate that? I know I have. My responsibility if I praise. My responsibility if [
blame. My responsibility if I fake neither-praising-nor-blaming. My responsibility if [
dance around pretending that there is no ego. My responsibility if I imagine I know what
compassion is. My responsibility if I claim there is no 'me.' My responsibility if I cling to
Buddhism or flee from it. The list is endless.

Practice, practice, practice.
Looks like Adam already responded.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by partofit22 on Fri Nov 13, 2009 4:10 pm

Nonin wrote:Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide
their spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice

Nonin wrote:I've spoken privately with a variety of people, fielded questions after giving
talks from hundreds more and am frequently e-mailed by people seeking advice

must be frustrating- yet emancipating- people seeking advice merely to disagree with it-
it reminds me of me, and the times 1 tried to tie my own flies and fish only to find the
hobby seemed more than 1 had to offer it-

partofit22

by Nonin on Fri Nov 13, 2009 4:17 pm

genkaku wrote:
As a part of the themes offered in the original post here, I have posted on my blog a
farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

I've read your letter, Adam. It was painful to read, and I can't imagine how painful it must
have been for you and others to go through these experiences.

I practiced in the mid-1980's at San Francisco Zen Center and at it's monastery, Tassajara
Zen Mountain Center, shortly after the similar incidents concerning Richard Baker's
behavior became public. My master, Dainin Katagiri, served as abbot there after Richard
Baker was forced out. The pain of practitioners at SFZC, many of them long-term, and
the sense of betrayal was palpable back then, and it took a long time for the sangha to
heal. Fortunately, SFZC recovered and is solid now, but some people still carry the scars
from those unfortunate events.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator
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by Nonin on Fri Nov 13, 2009 4:49 pm

genkaku wrote:

Nonin wrote:

Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide their
spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice, mistakingly think that they can do it
themselves, are too individualistic too accept help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive
teachers and are scared off.

I agree with this. The individualistic, anti-authoritarian, let's-play-democracy insistences
can really get in the way of a fruitful link between student and teacher. And, in the very
same breath, the teacher-knows-best, teacher-is-enlightened, dig-my-lockstep-consent
views can also poison the well.

Absolutely. This kind of attitude can also be poisonous and very dangerous, for it can
leave the student open to be manipulated in many ways -- sexually, financially, and
otherwise -- and is not conducive to productive practice.

As a teacher, I'm very wary of people who are overly deferential, rush to do anything
asked, or who put me up on a pedestal. I climb down from it as soon as I can, and I strive
to present myself as [ am, warts and all, not as somebody's idea of what a Zen teacher is
or supposed to be.

I've discussed all of the issues we're discussing here with sangha members at our temple
over the years and fortunately, I have some senior, long-time students who would not
hesitate to tell me if my behavior either is or looks questionable. A while ago, a senior
student asked my about my relationship with a female student who was occupying much
of my time. I explained things to the person, eased her mind, and spoke with other senior
students and asked them if they were concerned about my behavior.

Our temple by-laws state that my ultimate responsibility as Abbot is to set up and
maintain our practices and to guide students in them. The ultimate responsibility of the
Board of Directors is to oversee business and financial matters and to insure the on-going
viability of the temple. This does not mean that our activities don't overlap or that we do
not have opinions or concerns about them. If we do, we discuss them in an open meeting.
Ultimately, the Board of Directors has the power to replace me if my behavior becomes
counter-productive to the health and well-being of the temple and its members.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by genkaku on Fri Nov 13, 2009 4:54 pm

Nonin wrote:

genkaku wrote:

Nonin wrote:

Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide their
spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice, mistakingly think that they can do it
themselves, are too individualistic too accept help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive
teachers and are scared off.

I agree with this. The individualistic, anti-authoritarian, let's-play-democracy insistences
can really get in the way of a fruitful link between student and teacher. And, in the very
same breath, the teacher-knows-best, teacher-is-enlightened, dig-my-lockstep-consent
views can also poison the well.

Absolutely. This kind of attitude can also be poisonous and very dangerous, for it can
leave the student open to be manipulated in many ways -- sexually, financially, and
otherwise -- and is not conducive to productive practice.

As a teacher, I'm very wary of people who are overly deferential, rush to do anything
asked, or who put me up on a pedestal. I climb down from it as soon as I can, and I strive
to present myself as [ am, warts and all, not as somebody's idea of what a Zen teacher is
or supposed to be.

I've discussed all of the issues we're discussing here with sangha members at our temple
over the years and fortunately, I have some senior, long-time students who would not
hesitate to tell me if my behavior either is or looks questionable. A while ago, a senior
student asked my about my relationship with a female student who was occupying much
of my time. I explained things to the person, eased her mind, and spoke with other senior
students and asked them if they were concerned about my behavior.

Our temple by-laws state that my ultimate responsibility as Abbot is to set up and
maintain our practices and to guide students in them. The ultimate responsibility of the
Board of Directors is to oversee business and financial matters and to insure the on-going
viability of the temple. This does not mean that our activities don't overlap or that we do
not have opinions or concerns about them. If we do, we discuss them in an open meeting.
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Ultimately, the Board of Directors has the power to replace me if my behavior becomes
counter-productive to the health and well-being of the temple and its members.

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin
This sounds truly wonderful to me.

Thank you.
genkaku

by Carol on Fri Nov 13, 2009 5:08 pm

genkaku wrote:

I agree with this. The individualistic, anti-authoritarian, let's-play-democracy insistences
can really get in the way of a fruitful link between student and teacher. And, in the very
same breath, the teacher-knows-best, teacher-is-enlightened, dig-my-lockstep-consent
views can also poison the well.

One thing, the past 20-30 years or so American Zen has not stood stationary. The
cautionary tales of Eido Shimano Roshi, Dick Baker Roshi, Maezumi Roshi had an
impact. Second and Third generation American teachers moved Zen more into harmony
with American culture. Not that it has become a democracy ... but the fantasy that
teachers are or should be all-knowing, infallible, authoritarians has been modified
considerably. Codes of Ethics have been widely adopted, grievance and reconcilliation
committees widely formed, and so on. At the sangha where I practice the teacher is loathe
to assume the projections of students that he is some "higher" being, and disabuses us of
such projections regularly. At the same time, if someone wants to practice Zen, he's all
there and willing to teach with no bullshit. But, when we're in a "management meeting"
he can be argued with and generally takes it with good grace. Sometimes he's wrong. He's
not a good administrator, but sometimes gets his way anyway. And then we work with
that, too, just like when anyone else is wrong. It's a pretty forgiving no-bullshit place,
where we're all humans stepping off the 100-foot pole together.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol
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by shel on Fri Nov 13,2009 7:15 pm

Nonin wrote:

praxis wrote:

Nonin wrote:

Many Western people are either afraid of trusting in another person to guide their
spiritual practice, too ego-ridden to accept advice, mistakingly think that they can do it
themselves, are too individualistic too accept help, or, sadly, have heard of a few abusive
teachers and are scared off.

I couldn't help wondering how you acquired this knowledge. It would seem that you
would have very little contact with such people. Was there some sort of survey taken? If
so, would you mind posting the statistics? Or are you just talking about a handful of folks
you've seen online?

I've been teaching independently since 1989, praxis, not only at our temple, but as a guest
teacher at many practice places in the U.S. I've spoken privately with a variety of people,
fielded questions after giving talks from hundreds more and am frequently e-mailed by
people seeking advice. I'm also active in two national Zen teachers groups where we
discuss issues like this. My statements on this issue are based on my personal experience
and the experience of other Zen teachers. If a person practices in sangha under the
guidance of a teacher and has much experience interacting with other Zen students, this
issue becomes clearer and clearer.

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin
Think I may have misunderstood you Nonin, sorry.

You're talking about student who are practicing with teachers but are uncooperative?
That's interesting.

If the uncooperative students are not giving up then perhaps it's just a phase of
development?

If you've come here to help me you're wasting your time. But if you've come because
your liberation is tied up with mine then let's work together. ~ Lilla Watson

The Hunger Project

shel

by genkaku on Fri Nov 13, 2009 9:02 pm
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If the uncooperative students are not giving up then perhaps it's just a phase of
development?

Keith can correct me if I've got this wrong, but I think there is a story about Soen Sa
Nimh in which he told a particular student to get a haircut. The student refused, saying
something along the lines of "I like my hair the way it is." SSN repeated that the student
should get a haircut. And again the student refused. Back and forth it went until finally
the student said all right, he'd get a haircut. At which point SSN said, "Now you don't
need one."

genkaku

by Carol on Fri Nov 13, 2009 9:21 pm

Consider all phenomena to be dreams.
Be grateful to everyone.

Don't be swayed by outer circumstances.
Don't brood over the faults of others.
Explore the nature of unborn awareness.
At all times simply rely on a joyful mind.
Don't expect a standing ovation.

~Atisha

(quoted by Joseph Goldstein at the end of his talk The Buddha; Song of Enlightenment;
Achieved IsThe End of Craving , thanks to Christopher::: for posting it elsewhere)

It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol
Founding Member

by genkaku on Fri Nov 13, 2009 9:27 pm
Be grateful to everyone.

I was just sitting here thinking how grateful I am to all the positive and nourishing
directions evident in this thread. Sure, there are some bounces and some bullshit, but
there is also some truly wonderful stuff, I think.

genkaku
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by Carol on Fri Nov 13,2009 11:10 pm

genkaku wrote:
Be grateful to everyone.

I was just sitting here thinking how grateful I am to all the positive and nourishing
directions evident in this thread. Sure, there are some bounces and some bullshit, but
there is also some truly wonderful stuff, I think.

Me, too.
Do you know the koan, "It's all for your benefit, Acharya" ... I'm often reminded of it.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Jok Hae on Sat Nov 14, 2009 3:19 am

genkaku wrote:
If the uncooperative students are not giving up then perhaps it's just a phase of
development?

Keith can correct me if I've got this wrong, but I think there is a story about Soen Sa
Nimh in which he told a particular student to get a haircut. The student refused, saying
something along the lines of "I like my hair the way it is." SSN repeated that the student
should get a haircut. And again the student refused. Back and forth it went until finally
the student said all right, he'd get a haircut. At which point SSN said, "Now you don't
need one."

Hi Genkaku,

That is a story from Dropping Ashes on the Buddha:

One of my first students in America had very long blond hair, which he wore in a pony-
tail. One day I said to him, 'I think it would be good if you cut your hair.' He said, "No no,
I like my hair the way it is.' I said, 'If you are attached to your hair, you cannot attain
enlightenment.' 'Okay, then I will cut my hair.' 'Fine. Now you don't need to cut it.' So he
learned that being a true hippie is having no attachments. Afterwards, he did hard training
and soon understood."
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He wasn't trying exert control over the student, he was just demonstrating the student's
attachment to his hair. We all have have our little roadblocks that we set-up to protect
ourselves. And, with practice, those road blocks seem kind of silly once they come down.
Thanks for bringing up the story.

Good luck and thanks for practicing,
Keith

You make, you get

Jok Hae

by AlasdairGF on Sat Nov 14, 2009 12:27 pm

Jok Hae wrote:

He wasn't trying exert control over the student, he was just demonstrating the student's
attachment to his hair. We all have have our little roadblocks that we set-up to protect
ourselves. And, with practice, those road blocks seem kind of silly once they come down.
Keith, does history (or legend!) relate whether the student eventually did cut his hair?!
New blog: StoneWater Notes

AlasdairGF
Global Moderator

by genkaku on Sat Nov 14, 2009 1:54 pm

AlasdairGF wrote:

Jok Hae wrote:

He wasn't trying exert control over the student, he was just demonstrating the student's
attachment to his hair. We all have have our little roadblocks that we set-up to protect
ourselves. And, with practice, those road blocks seem kind of silly once they come down.

Keith, does history (or legend!) relate whether the student eventually did cut his hair?!

Does it matter?
genkaku

by Dan74 on Sat Nov 14, 2009 1:56 pm
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What I find most disturbing about this story is how someone like that could get sanction
from a number of respected teachers who seemed oblivious to the fact that the guy, far
from a Bodhisattva, was a predatory and abusive womaniser and continued to turn a blind
eye to the problem for sometime even after they were alerted to it by Aitken Roshi, say.

I am wondering how much faith one can put in that entire lineage?

/.

Dan74

by genkaku on Sat Nov 14, 2009 2:13 pm

Dan74 wrote:

What I find most disturbing about this story is how someone like that could get sanction
from a number of respected teachers who seemed oblivious to the fact that the guy, far
from a Bodhisattva, was a predatory and abusive womaniser and continued to turn a blind
eye to the problem for sometime even after they were alerted to it by Aitken Roshi, say.
I am wondering how much faith one can put in that entire lineage?

e

Dan -- Is this perhaps why Gautama was alleged to have said: "It is not what others do
and do not do that is my concern. It is what I do and do not do -- that is my concern"?

If a friend or enemy does something wrong, aren't we instructed?

If a friend or enemy does something right, aren't we instructed?

Is it the friend or foe, right or wrong, that matters so much or is it instead the instruction

we consent to act on?
genkaku

by christopher::: on Sat Nov 14, 2009 2:19 pm
Thanks once again for starting this discussion, Adam, and to everyone else for joining in.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::



Founding Member

by Dan74 on Sat Nov 14, 2009 2:25 pm

Thank you for replying, Adam.

Hmmm... to me it seems to be useful to know where to go to find good teachers.

For instance, after reading through this thread I would not hurry to visit Zen Studies
Society in the hope of meeting Eido Shimano. Life is short and I would rather meet a

genuine teacher.

Now if his teachers failed to see the problem and address it once it was pointed out, |
can't see how they could be legitimate heirs of Hakuin and Dogen. And if not, well...

So I don't see how you response really addresses this...
e

Dan74

by christopher::: on Sat Nov 14, 2009 2:40 pm

Dan, you might appreciate Jundo's thoughts here, on dharma transmission...
Jundo Cohen wrote:

viewtopic.php?p=20783#p20783

As Zengetsu said:

Living in the world yet not forming attachments to the dust of the world is the way of a
true Zen student.

When witnessing the good action of another encourage yourself to follow his example.
Hearing of the mistaken action of another, advise yourself not to emulate it.

Even though alone in a dark room, be as if you were facing a noble guest. Express your
feelings, but become no more expressive than your true nature.

A person may appear a fool and yet not be one. He may only be guarding his wisdom
carefully.

73
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Virtues are the fruit of self-discipline and do not drop from heaven of themselves as does
rain or Snow.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by genkaku on Sat Nov 14, 2009 3:30 pm
Dan -- I apologize. Let me try this:

At the time it occurred, I hated the shit-storm that blew into the zendo I attended. It
confused me. It made me angry. It blew gaping holes in the tapestry of what I thought
Zen practice was and what I imagined Zen Buddhism implied. And I'm not just saying
this stuff -- it was painful.

Like any other student, I had my store of uncertainty and suffering and saw Buddhism as
a way of easing or clarifying my confusions. In the books I read and lectures I heard as |
wove my tapestry, everyone was more clear-headed than I was. No one ever screwed the
pooch -- made the mistakes I was all too capable of making. I believed stuff like "our
lineage reaches all the way back to Shakyamuni Buddha." The statement was true, but I
was in no position (had no capacity) to know exactly how true it was...so I believed it and
wove it into my tapestry of hope and effort.

And then the shit hit the fan. My trust and tapestry -- like the trust and tapestry of others -
- had been violated, big time. It was as if someone joked, "This is Buddhism ... NOT!"
But of course it was not funny at all.

When things get blown to smithereens, I guess what anyone does is to try to salvage what
they can. Buddhism, love affairs, it doesn't matter what. So what could be salvaged from
this shit storm. Facts were facts and there was no escaping them. I might be hurt that my
tapestry had been shredded, but was there anything I could use these shredded fragments
for ... was there some new tapestry, one that addressed my confusions before and after the
shit storm, I could weave? I was worried that Buddhism had somehow been sullied and
upended, but was that actually the case or was it the case that I had been knocked down
and angered and confused by events?

As I saw it at the time, there were two choices -- neither of them politely expressed.
Either I could say, "Fuck 'em all ... all those Buddhists with their hypocritical smarm and
philosophy and goodness that was hardly goodness at all" or I could revise my thinking.
And what I came up with for my own personal use was this: "The teacher may be a liar,
but zazen is no liar." [ was pretty hard-headed and hard-hearted in this conclusion ...
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pushing away the hypocrisies I felt I had endured and yet continuing a practice that I felt
actually addressed my confusions and uncertainties.

Rinzai once said, "grasp and use, but never name." [ take this to mean that we use the
circumstances of our lives -- the actual-factual circumstances, not the well-woven
tapestries of imagination -- to get to the bottom of things. The short version of all this is
sometimes called "growing up." Maybe Buddhism as a practice is just a matter of
"growing up."

Of course we extend our trust to those who seem trust-worthy. Of course we rely on our
hopes and beliefs as a means of encouraging our investigations. Of course we feel
wounded when our trust is betrayed. Of course we talk sweetly of the wisdom and
heritage of Buddhism. Of course we hope against hope that confusion and sorrow will be
eased. As a child trusts a parent, so, perhaps, we extend our trust to Buddhism. It is
appropriate and understandable.

I once read the news story of a little girl who was beaten -- eventually beaten to death --
by her mother. The mother was in court, charged with murder. Testimony during that trial
uncovered the fact that even as the little girl was being beaten, she would cry out, "I love
you." (It tears my heart out even to tell that story).

And aren't the circumstances of that trial -- though thankfully less extreme -- the way
things really are in our lives. Fall down seven times, get up eight. There is the tapestry of
"Buddhism" and then there is Buddhism. Nothing wrong with tapestries of lineage and
teachers and temples and texts, but all of them leave open the question of actual-factual
Buddhism, of actual-factual growing up.

Growing up is not a process that can be accelerated. We can talk ourselves blue in the
face about emptiness or compassion or love or joy or freedom or wondrous lineage -- and
it can act as a wonderful encouragement -- but wanting to be a grown-up and being a
grown-up are not the same thing.

We practice.

We practice when the teachers are good. We practice when the teachers are fools. We
practice in sunshine. We practice in rain. We practice with deep devotion to lineage. We
practice in places where lineage cannot enter. We practice with tears of joy. We practice
with tears of sorrow.

Good teachings are good teachings. Thank you very much. Bad teachings are bad
teachings. Thank you very much. Good teachings, bad teachings ... isn't it, in an actual-
factual sense rather than a gee-I-hope sense, pretty good teaching? Glossing over idiocies
would be as idiotic as glossing over kindnesses. But still, we practice.

And practice, why? Because it is better to be a grown-up than to imagine being one.
There is "Buddhism" and then there is Buddhism.
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Sorry ... I got off on a bit of a toot there. I hope it is somewhat more responsive to your

concerns.
genkaku

by Nonin on Sat Nov 14, 2009 3:34 pm

Dan74 wrote:

What I find most disturbing about this story is how someone like that could get sanction
from a number of respected teachers who seemed oblivious to the fact that the guy, far
from a Bodhisattva, was a predatory and abusive womaniser and continued to turn a blind
eye to the problem for sometime even after they were alerted to it by Aitken Roshi, say.

I am wondering how much faith one can put in that entire lineage?

/.

A certain percentage of we humans are going to go crazy, Dan. The next one could be
me; or, it could be you.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Jok Hae on Sat Nov 14, 2009 4:46 pm

AlasdairGF wrote:

Jok Hae wrote:

He wasn't trying exert control over the student, he was just demonstrating the student's
attachment to his hair. We all have have our little roadblocks that we set-up to protect
ourselves. And, with practice, those road blocks seem kind of silly once they come down.

Keith, does history (or legend!) relate whether the student eventually did cut his hair?!
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Hi Alasdair,

I am not sure. I feel pretty confident that if he did, Dae Soen Sa Nim didn't make him, or
really care either way!

The story did remind of sitting in the barber shop in basic training (right before they
hooked us up to the brainwashing machines! sorry, couldn't resist. ) and watching a CA
surfer guy getting his long blond hair cut. He literally had tears in eyes!

Keith
You make, you get

Jok Hae

by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 2:35 am

genkaku wrote:
As a part of the themes offered in the original post here, I have posted on my blog a
farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

Just read through your letter again, Adam.

Perhaps the mythology of Zen can become a burden, especially when it becomes
entwined with one's sense of identity? The robes, the roles, the dharma name and
position- the title of "Zen master" - they create an identity which teachers have to carry.
This is no small challenge.

Same can be said for any other cultural role or title which is presumed to be a recognition
of wisdom, expertise and authority- president, teacher, doctor, counselor, priest, scientist,
etc...

The majority of professionals do a good job, of course, same for dharma teachers. But for
some the position of assumed expertise and wisdom may become a burden. People have
incredibly high expectations of you, look up to YOU. Call you Sensei, Roshi, Master,
Rinpoche, Professor, Doctor, "Mr. President"....

A little bit of insecurity, a touch of narcissism, strong sexual desires, a love of alcohol, a
desire for fame or fortune... these can become magnified, fed by the adulation, hero
worship, praise and idolization... creating an illusion of specialness and SELF that may
sow even more trouble and havoc in one's sphere of influence then they might for the
average Joe....
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Best not to put our teachers up on a pedestal. I think Nonin and Jundo have described that
wisely. The myths should be seen as such. We can bow to one another, learn from those
who are wiser then ourselves, without holding illusions and expectations that don't fit
with reality...

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by partofit22 on Sun Nov 15, 2009 3:03 am

"Best not to put our teachers up on a pedestal. I think Nonin and Jundo have described
that wisely."

absolutely- but after linda and carol had done so -- wisely ...
anyone else see a pattern here?!

partofit22

by genkaku on Sun Nov 15, 2009 3:10 am

partofit22 wrote:
"Best not to put our teachers up on a pedestal. I think Nonin and Jundo have described
that wisely."

absolutely- but after linda and carol had done so -- wisely ...
anyone else see a pattern here?!

Addicted to wisdom.
Addicted to ignorance.

Anyone else see a pattern here?
genkaku

by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 3:19 am

When I started studying for my Ph.D. in grad school (late 1980s) a part of my personality
was excited at the prospect of being called "Doc" by future students, or Dr. C one
day. To my ego's disappointment, all the Profs and Ph.D.s at our University had dropped
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the use of the term. Dr. Bandura was now "Al", Dr. Greeno asked students to call him
"Jim..."

The culture had shifted, thankfully.

Last edited by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 4:00 am, edited 1 time in total.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by partofit22 on Sun Nov 15, 2009 4:26 am

genkaku wrote:

Addicted to wisdom.

Addicted to ignorance.

Anyone else see a pattern here?

sounds well balanced!
partofit22

by Dan74 on Sun Nov 15, 2009 9:10 am

Nonin wrote:

Dan74 wrote:

What I find most disturbing about this story is how someone like that could get sanction
from a number of respected teachers who seemed oblivious to the fact that the guy, far
from a Bodhisattva, was a predatory and abusive womaniser and continued to turn a blind
eye to the problem for sometime even after they were alerted to it by Aitken Roshi, say.

I am wondering how much faith one can put in that entire lineage?
e

A certain percentage of we humans are going to go crazy, Dan. The next one could be
me; or, it could be you.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
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I am not following, Nonin.

Dan74

by Dan74 on Sun Nov 15, 2009 9:26 am

christopher::: wrote:
Dan, you might appreciate Jundo's thoughts here, on dharma transmission...

Jundo Cohen wrote:
http://www.zenforuminternational.org/vi ... 783#p20783
As Zengetsu said:

Living in the world yet not forming attachments to the dust of the world is the way of a
true Zen student.

When witnessing the good action of another encourage yourself to follow his example.
Hearing of the mistaken action of another, advise yourself not to emulate it.

Even though alone in a dark room, be as if you were facing a noble guest. Express your
feelings, but become no more expressive than your true nature.

A person may appear a fool and yet not be one. He may only be guarding his wisdom
carefully.

Virtues are the fruit of self-discipline and do not drop from heaven of themselves as does
rain or snow.

Chris, this is great, but I challenge you to go to a local quack when you need brain
surgery. And if you find the quack actually is an accredited surgeon but has no idea,
would you not lose faith in the system that accredited him?

Quoting other people's words, lets not forget common sense here. I was just speaking on
that level. Common sense.

A recent example at work: A highly respected mathematical journal published a paper. A
colleague whose work the paper referenced read it and dicovered that it was completely
wrong. Unsalvageable. It's pretty embarrassing that the referees had let it through
especially at a journal like that. He wrote a note to the journal explaining why they paper
was wrong and unfixable. Some time later they wrote back saying they have a backlog of
papers and even if it is correct, they will not be able to publish it. In other words they will
let the wrong paper stand and let other mathematicians base their work on it. As a result
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our esteem for this journal took a nose-dive. This is common sense isn't it? Well the case
of Shimano sounds very similar to me on this level.

/.

Dan74

by Dan74 on Sun Nov 15,2009 10:15 am
Dear Adam,

Thank you for what you wrote. I read it and re-read it and I appreciate much of what
you've said, but I still don't see how it addresses what I was asking, but I guess it doesn't
matter.

Thank you for sharing what you've shared.
e

genkaku wrote:
Dan -- I apologize. Let me try this:

At the time it occurred, I hated the shit-storm that blew into the zendo I attended. It
confused me. It made me angry. It blew gaping holes in the tapestry of what I thought
Zen practice was and what I imagined Zen Buddhism implied. And I'm not just saying
this stuff -- it was painful.

Like any other student, I had my store of uncertainty and suffering and saw Buddhism as
a way of easing or clarifying my confusions. In the books I read and lectures I heard as |
wove my tapestry, everyone was more clear-headed than I was. No one ever screwed the
pooch -- made the mistakes I was all too capable of making. I believed stuff like "our
lineage reaches all the way back to Shakyamuni Buddha." The statement was true, but I
was in no position (had no capacity) to know exactly how true it was...so I believed it and
wove it into my tapestry of hope and effort.

And then the shit hit the fan. My trust and tapestry -- like the trust and tapestry of others -
- had been violated, big time. It was as if someone joked, "This is Buddhism ... NOT!"
But of course it was not funny at all.

When things get blown to smithereens, I guess what anyone does is to try to salvage what
they can. Buddhism, love affairs, it doesn't matter what. So what could be salvaged from
this shit storm. Facts were facts and there was no escaping them. I might be hurt that my
tapestry had been shredded, but was there anything I could use these shredded fragments
for ... was there some new tapestry, one that addressed my confusions before and after the
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shit storm, I could weave? I was worried that Buddhism had somehow been sullied and
upended, but was that actually the case or was it the case that I had been knocked down
and angered and confused by events?

As I saw it at the time, there were two choices -- neither of them politely expressed.
Either I could say, "Fuck 'em all ... all those Buddhists with their hypocritical smarm and
philosophy and goodness that was hardly goodness at all" or I could revise my thinking.
And what I came up with for my own personal use was this: "The teacher may be a liar,
but zazen is no liar." [ was pretty hard-headed and hard-hearted in this conclusion ...
pushing away the hypocrisies I felt I had endured and yet continuing a practice that I felt
actually addressed my confusions and uncertainties.

Rinzai once said, "grasp and use, but never name." I take this to mean that we use the
circumstances of our lives -- the actual-factual circumstances, not the well-woven
tapestries of imagination -- to get to the bottom of things. The short version of all this is
sometimes called "growing up." Maybe Buddhism as a practice is just a matter of
"growing up."

Of course we extend our trust to those who seem trust-worthy. Of course we rely on our
hopes and beliefs as a means of encouraging our investigations. Of course we feel
wounded when our trust is betrayed. Of course we talk sweetly of the wisdom and
heritage of Buddhism. Of course we hope against hope that confusion and sorrow will be
eased. As a child trusts a parent, so, perhaps, we extend our trust to Buddhism. It is
appropriate and understandable.

I once read the news story of a little girl who was beaten -- eventually beaten to death --
by her mother. The mother was in court, charged with murder. Testimony during that trial
uncovered the fact that even as the little girl was being beaten, she would cry out, "I love
you." (It tears my heart out even to tell that story).

And aren't the circumstances of that trial -- though thankfully less extreme -- the way
things really are in our lives. Fall down seven times, get up eight. There is the tapestry of
"Buddhism" and then there is Buddhism. Nothing wrong with tapestries of lineage and
teachers and temples and texts, but all of them leave open the question of actual-factual
Buddhism, of actual-factual growing up.

Growing up is not a process that can be accelerated. We can talk ourselves blue in the
face about emptiness or compassion or love or joy or freedom or wondrous lineage -- and
it can act as a wonderful encouragement -- but wanting to be a grown-up and being a
grown-up are not the same thing.

We practice.

We practice when the teachers are good. We practice when the teachers are fools. We
practice in sunshine. We practice in rain. We practice with deep devotion to lineage. We
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practice in places where lineage cannot enter. We practice with tears of joy. We practice
with tears of sorrow.

Good teachings are good teachings. Thank you very much. Bad teachings are bad
teachings. Thank you very much. Good teachings, bad teachings ... isn't it, in an actual-
factual sense rather than a gee-I-hope sense, pretty good teaching? Glossing over idiocies
would be as idiotic as glossing over kindnesses. But still, we practice.

And practice, why? Because it is better to be a grown-up than to imagine being one.
There is "Buddhism" and then there is Buddhism.

Sorry ... I got off on a bit of a toot there. I hope it is somewhat more responsive to your
concerns.

Dan74

by Linda Anderson on Sun Nov 15, 2009 10:43 am
A few responses, out of the box.

After I wrote my response and then went off to work last week ... while opening the car
door, I thought... no, I have no need to read the "stuff", there's nothing new in the
universe. The "stuff" being the long article. I did read the forum responses. Good thread...
varying responses.

The following comment is not meant to support or not support the issue of teacher
student relations.

But, is this beginning to sound a bit like the legislature discussing (in my imagination)
whether abortion is or is not right for a woman. So, who knows that? There is karma,
there are consequences, mother earth knows what to do when we are gone.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 11:09 am
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Dan74 wrote:

Chris, this is great, but I challenge you to go to a local quack when you need brain
surgery. And if you find the quack actually is an accredited surgeon but has no idea,
would you not lose faith in the system that accredited him?

Quoting other people's words, lets not forget common sense here. [ was just speaking on
that level. Common sense.

A recent example at work: A highly respected mathematical journal published a paper. A
colleague whose work the paper referenced read it and discovered that it was completely
wrong. Unsalvageable. It's pretty embarrassing that the referees had let it through
especially at a journal like that. He wrote a note to the journal explaining why the paper
was wrong and unfixable. Some time later they wrote back saying they have a backlog of
papers and even if it is correct, they will not be able to publish it. In other words they will
let the wrong paper stand and let other mathematicians base their work on it. As a result
our esteem for this journal took a nose-dive. This is common sense isn't it? Well the case
of Shimano sounds very similar to me on this level.

/.

I also re-read thru Genkaku's letter. And 1 was honestly so thrown off by the details of the
opening article, concerning a) what Robert Aitken discovered in the 1960s about
Shimano sensei, and b) the way these facts were hushed up by those around him-- the
wider Zen Sangha -- that 1 (and others) have perhaps been avoiding some of the
implications here.

We know that the American Zen Teachers Association has tried to address this, but Jundo
has said "buyer beware." How big of a problem is this, STiLL? Unfortunately, situations
like these arise far too easily when there is a huge power imbalance in relationships and
human beings meet in privacy. Was Shimano an extreme case, a blip, or is this kind of
situation widespread? Are the roots of the problem back in how things are done in Japan
or in part endemic to the way Zen is being taught here in the West?

[ really don't know. Your response is understandable.

I think for many this issue is something like a family issue. We are discussing
dysfunction in the family, the sangha. It's a huge can of worms but it has to be faced.
Hopefully the worst of it is what we are aware of, and there are not greater "secrets"
hiding in the shadows.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by Anders Honore on Sun Nov 15,2009 12:16 pm

genkaku wrote:
As a part of the themes offered in the original post here, I have posted on my blog a
farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

The letter dates from 1982, but I believe that the difficulties it portrays persist today,
whatever the enormous strides Zen Buddhism has made as regards sexual and power
abuses. Yesterday is yesterday, it's true, but I also think that when our yesterdays are or
may become very much our todays, then it is well to recall what actual human beings (not
just historical pop-ups) experienced in the past.

As I say on the blog, I am not trying to claw open healed wounds or claim some oh-so-
virtuous high seat with its ever-so-much-more-correct views. What I am trying to do is to
place before any Zen student who cares to read it the potentials for decency and disaster
we all face.

FWIW

Thanks for sharing, Adam.

In relation to all this, I was reading an article by Stuart Larchs about all this and he seems
to give a very different account of Soen Roshi's role in all of this.
gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by Dan74 on Sun Nov 15,2009 1:51 pm
Very interesting, Anders, thank you for sharing that.
N

Dan74

by Dan74 on Sun Nov 15,2009 1:58 pm
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I've just re-read this thread to get a better understanding of where people are coming
from. Still pretty puzzled but found this post by genkaku that may have been overlooked
(Judging by some subsequent comments).

genkaku wrote:
However, as far as | know, the sexual transgressions have not continued over the years,
so something was corrected within the sangha in New York.

Nonin -- Unfortunately, this does not appear to be the case. If it were, I would not have
started the thread in the first place.

/.

Dan74

by genkaku on Sun Nov 15, 2009 2:31 pm

Anders Honore wrote:

genkaku wrote:

As a part of the themes offered in the original post here, I have posted on my blog a
farewell letter to Eido Tai Shimano

The letter dates from 1982, but I believe that the difficulties it portrays persist today,
whatever the enormous strides Zen Buddhism has made as regards sexual and power
abuses. Yesterday is yesterday, it's true, but I also think that when our yesterdays are or
may become very much our todays, then it is well to recall what actual human beings (not
just historical pop-ups) experienced in the past.

As I say on the blog, I am not trying to claw open healed wounds or claim some oh-so-
virtuous high seat with its ever-so-much-more-correct views. What I am trying to do is to
place before any Zen student who cares to read it the potentials for decency and disaster
we all face.

FWIW
Thanks for sharing, Adam.

In relation to all this, I was reading an article by Stuart Larchs about all this and he seems
to give a very different account of Soen Roshi's role in all of this.

Thanks Anders. I hadn't read that one, though I enjoy Lachs' stuff. And I can't pretend I
read all of it with as much care as Stuart brought to his thesis. In general, his appreciation
of Soen is much better grounded and informed than my own was in 1982 in the midst of
so much upset and with only six or seven years of practice under my belt.
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What I found myself asking as I read down the article was this: Even granting all of the
grisly details that Stuart brings to bear -- and he really does a very good job, I think ...
even granting that there is an unwarranted elevation by teacher and student and tradition
... even granting that American (or other) appreciations of Zen are out of realistic
alignment...

Still there is honest-to-goodness, flesh-and-blood suffering. We may be able to say how
NOT to approach the topic, how many approaches are out of kilter or fabulous, but this
does not answer the question of how we actually CAN or DO approach the tears of the
world. The righteous and smug may answer calmly, "Let us return to The Four Noble
Truths and The Eightfold Path," but to my mind this is more idle chatter than it is
realistic. Why? Because the very people who attempt to put The Four Noble Truths and
The Eightfold Path to work or to instruct others in how to do so are open -- wide open --
to the suffering, the elevation, the aggrandizement of those who do not. I'm not
attempting to be critical. This is just an observation. If, in fact, it is somewhere close to
being accurate, we are left with the dog fruitlessly chasing its tail and suffering -- the
actual-factual stuff -- takes home the gold medal of a winner.

My own feeling, since I am not inclined to suffer if I can help it, is that human beings
(the ones who suffer and are uncertain) are forced to choose a particular path out of
suffering. That choice is later informed by experience. There is no laying claim to
experience -- good or bad -- before you have had that experience. So ... it's a crapshoot. It
is, in one sense, the choosing of a lie in order to discern what later will be the truth ...
although that truth may be quite different from the one initially imagined. Put another
way, we all choose our lies in order to get at the truth. It is not possible to warn someone
of the actual-factual dangers on the chosen path. We can make suggestions and those
suggestions may have some good results, but no one can know the dangers of sticking
your head in a pot of glue before they have glue all over their heads.

I don't know about you, but I always liked the lines, "Wishing to entice the blind/The
Buddha has playfully/Let words escape/His golden mouth./ Heaven and earth have ever
since/Been filled with entangling briars." Entangling briars of wonderful teachers;
entangling briars of self-serving teachers; entangling briars of Buddhism; entangling
briars of ... well, pick your poison. Basically, it's just my entangling briars. This does not
mean we cannot say something about self-serving teachers. This does not mean we
cannot say something about wonderful teachers. This does not mean we cannot say
something about the dangers of elevation and aggrandizement and deference. This does
not mean we cannot use words like "enlightenment" or "emptiness" or "freedom" or
"compassion" or other similar briars.

But as one who actually-factually can suffer, the question remains for me: Of what truth
are my current, briar-strewn, virtue-laced lies an experiential example? I choose
"Buddhism" as a path: Now the only question is, what is Buddhism; what experiential
proof evolves from my crapshoot path? What proof puts me at ease in the deepest
possible sense ... irrespective of anything that might be called "Buddhism," irrespective
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of good teachers and bad, irrespective of any limitation whatsoever? There is always the
distinct possibility that I am living in a fantasy world. But there is also the distinct
possibility that I am not.

Sorry ... got off on a somewhat diffuse toot. What do you think?
genkaku

by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 3:00 pm

For some background on Stuart Lachs, here's a letter he wrote to David Chadwick, over
at cuke.com. He describes some interesting experiences in S.F. with Baker and Suzuki in
the 1960's, and mentions that he spent two years studying Zen in NY with Shimano, after
that....

1/28/03 - a letter from Stuart Lachs.

And here are two audio interviews with him (which I haven't listened to yet)...

http://personallifemedia.com/guests/999-stuart-lachs

genkaku wrote:
Sorry ... got off on a somewhat diffuse toot. What do you think?

As you've often said, the teacher may be a liar, but zazen is no liar. I'd expand that to say
dharma practice is no liar. And the Buddha was no liar. Keep the precepts, meditate
regularly, walk the 8 fold path, practice compassion, kindness and mindfulness....

We can trust in the Dharma, trust in the Way of our wiser ancestors...

Last edited by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 4:08 pm, edited 1 time in total.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by Anders Honore on Sun Nov 15,2009 3:11 pm
re: the article:
I like the questions Larchs asks and the problems he raises, but [ am not sure I always

agree with the way he arrives at it. Reading his account of TNH's involvement with the
Baker scandal, 1 found myself thinking 'or maybe TNH was a guy who hung out for a
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little bit with Baker, was impressed by what he saw, spoke accordingly and didn't think to
consider the possibility that Baker was highly two-faced in ways not obvious if you
weren't familiar with what was really going on'. Can't help but think that sometimes he
imputes an aura of assumed mysticism in their actions that's not there for any of the
parties involved.

Same way with Suzuki's assesment of Soen Roshi. So he had a fanboi moment. So what.
But Larch treats us to a lengthy dissection of how Suzuki simultaneously elevates himself
to being beyond mortal ken, etc.

I give him thumbs up on the summary of his examples on the problematics of the
assumptions of the guru-role in Zen. But I find myself taking his analysis of the examples
with a grain of salt.

As for where all that leaves us - There may be all sorts of logical and correct reasons to
practise (or not practise) Buddhism, but as far as I can see, it boils down to an intuition of
'this makes sense enough for me to want to try'. And those initial reasons are almost
always a mixture of unclarified emotional appeal, shoddy thinking and maybe a few good
thoughts to boot - and following a teacher's advice seems no different to me in that
regard.

Buddhism is incidentally a path among many that encourages understanding [for]
ourselves and testing through experience, even as it encourages to trust the teachings.
And part of that is to me that we come to see how that tangle of motivations that led us to
Buddhism aren't actually really trustworthy - yet it has worked, despite the inaccuracy of
the thoughts and feelings that engendered that path. For me, it boils down to a tentative
relationship of trusting these teachings on account of how well I find them to work and
yet being careful in lending too much trust in how I think and feel about these teachings.

In relation to teachers, it seems to me the dangers of being disappointed or blinded, by a
teacher who might not be all he's cracked up to be (or perhaps, even someone who is)
falls on the side of lending too much trust in how we feel and think about them - and then
having the curtain fall on those emotions and thoughts when it turns out they weren't
really true to us

gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by genkaku on Sun Nov 15, 2009 3:26 pm



90

As for where all that leaves us - There may be all sorts of logical and correct reasons to
practise (or not practise) Buddhism, but as far as I can see, it boils down to an intuition of
'this makes sense enough for me to want to try'. And those initial reasons are almost
always a mixture of unclarified emotional appeal, shoddy thinking and maybe a few good
thoughts to boot - and following a teacher's advice seems no different to me in that
regard.

Anders -- As we used to say in the army, "I'll drink to that!"

As a PS., I just wrote to Stuart Lachs asking him basically, "OK, we can point with some
accuracy to what muddies the water. What, in your opinion, constitutes clear water?"
genkaku

by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 4:13 pm

genkaku wrote:
"OK, we can point with some accuracy to what muddies the water. What, in your
opinion, constitutes clear water?"

"Let there be a silent understanding and no more. Away with all thinking and explaining.
Then we may say that the Way of Words has been cut off and movements of the mind
eliminated. This Mind is the pure Buddha-Source inherent in all men. All wriggling
beings possessed of sentient life and all the Buddhas and Boddhisattvas are of this one
substance and do not differ. Differences arise from wrong-thinking only and lead to the
creation of all kinds of karma.

All the visible universe is the Buddha; so are all sounds; hold fast to one principle and all
the others are Identical. On seeing one thing, you see ALL. On perceiving any
individual's mind, you are perceiving ALL Mind. Obtain a glimpse of one way and ALL
ways are embraced in your vision, for there is nowhere at all which is devoid of the Way.
When your glance falls upon a grain of dust, what you see is identical with all the vast
world systems with their great rivers and mighty hills. To gaze upon a drop of water is to
behold the nature of all the waters of the universe.

Only come to know the nature of your own Mind, in which there is no self and no other,
and you will in fact be a Buddha."

~Huang Po
source: The Zen Teachings of Huang Po
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by christopher::: on Sun Nov 15, 2009 11:08 pm

P.S. Believing the above, "Going for Buddha"... without practicing the foundational
brahmaviharas and the precepts, may be what creates a lot of our troubles...
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Christopher on Mon Nov 16, 2009 11:33 am

The problem is the assumption that the Buddha - or anybody - was perfectly good. That's
a goddamn lie. We all live with "the water" of our minds, no matter whether you call it
clear or murky, and we all start our practice with a different set of baggage, so nobody
can ever claim to be on the "outside" looking in. Stuart Lachs is just making a career out
of finding examples of that lie in the canon. Big deal.

My prediction is that in 100 years zazen will be - for better or for worse - stripped
entirely of its religious and mythological aspects, and be will taught in high school
alongside gym class. Inquiry such as that done by Stuart Lachs and Sam Harris is just the
first step in that direction.

PS Carol: the fact that Sheng-Yen was an advocate of something called "moral purity"
isn't exactly helping his case in my book!

Christopher

by Carol on Mon Nov 16, 2009 12:29 pm

Christopher wrote:
PS Carol: the fact that Sheng-Yen was an advocate of something called "moral purity"
isn't exactly helping his case in my book!

I was mainly objecting to Lachs' quoting him out of context, sort of as a straw man for his
argument | thought.

He was a great teacher ... pretty conservative by US standards, being Chinese and living
the Vinaya code. Pretty radical by Chinese standards, bringing the Dharma to the West
and Dharma Transmission to Western laypeople. I said "moral purity" to describe him
because he was very strong on the precepts and paying attention to those things. He was
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also compassionate and pragmatic. I can highly recommend his books.... Hoofprints of
the Ox is a great one. Wish I'd read it earlier in my explorations.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol
Founding Member

by genkaku on Mon Nov 16, 2009 12:40 pm

Christopher wrote:

The problem is the assumption that the Buddha - or anybody - was perfectly good. That's
a goddamn lie. We all live with "the water" of our minds, no matter whether you call it
clear or murky, and we all start our practice with a different set of baggage, so nobody
can ever claim to be on the "outside" looking in. Stuart Lachs is just making a career out
of finding examples of that lie in the canon. Big deal.

My prediction is that in 100 years zazen will be - for better or for worse - stripped
entirely of its religious and mythological aspects, and be will taught in high school
alongside gym class. Inquiry such as that done by Stuart Lachs and Sam Harris is just the
first step in that direction.

PS Carol: the fact that Sheng-Yen was an advocate of something called "moral purity"
isn't exactly helping his case in my book!

Chris -- I disagree with your prediction. The delights and wonderment of human suffering
or uncertainty cry out for some format, some hand-hold, some construct within which to
settle things down. Religion and myth are one way in which human beings allow
themselves to assert, "l am important" or "I have meaning."

How many tales have either of us read in which the 'master’ sits before the assembly
(don't ask me to remember the names or page numbers) and says in one way or another,
"How I wish just one of you would come up here and spit in my face!" Understanding or
peace or enlightenment or whatever you want to call it is our birthright and yet we have
to work pretty hard to recognize the obvious. Formats -- and I imagine religion and ritual
and myth will continue to be leading contenders in the format department -- seem to be
necessary until we all learn how to spit.

Anyway, let's meet in a hundred years and see which of us is correct.
genkaku
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by Floating_ Abu on Mon Nov 16, 2009 2:00 pm

genkaku wrote:
Anyway, let's meet in a hundred years and see which of us is correct.

Don't speak the obvious now, gen
Blog

genkaku's book: Answer Your Love Letters: Footnotes to a Zen practice

Floating Abu

by hungryghost on Mon Nov 16, 2009 8:53 pm

I think if zazen is stripped of its buddhist trappings so early in its existence here in the
west, it will disappear. To say that the institutions that exist now will adopt zazen to the
point where high school children will be doing it en masse seems a little far fetched
IMHO. Of course, the world of advertising, video games, the internet, moral bankruptcy
on a massive scale, genocide, rampant and heartless capitalism of every form - this might
become like a bubble that will pop and people will begin to seek on a massive scale.
Thats probably way off topic. Anyway, I was taught that even a beginner should cultivate
moral purity as laid out in the precepts, and that this if nothing else is an aid to zazen.
Also, the cultivation of zazen aids the ethical aspect. Soooo then how does a zen teacher
justify these behaviours? How do zen students justify these behaviours for them? What is
the real question? Is it: Can you still be 'enlightened' and act this way? I guess that
depends on what your definition of enlightenment is. For myself, the conduct of a teacher
is one of the ways I judge his ability to teach. Its one of the ways a teacher teaches, by
example.

hungryghost

by genkaku on Mon Nov 16, 2009 9:20 pm

Hi hungryghost -- When I asked my teacher, Kyudo Nakagawa Roshi, who the teacher
might be, he said, "Except for me, everything is the teacher." He wasn't just blowing
Buddhist smoke.

I agree with you -- it is wonderful to have upright and caring friends, friends who will
support and encourage your clear life. To borrow from Islam, "blessings be upon them."
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But also I think our practice needs to be what you might call 'wider' than that as well. I
don't mean exercising the mouth ("love your enemies") alone: There is also the matter of
exercising and actualizing in the heart. It's not a matter of pretense or virtue ... it's just
how things work best. I think such an appreciation flows naturally and without effort out
of a patient and determined practice:

"Except for me, everything is the teacher."
genkaku

by shel on Mon Nov 16, 2009 11:15 pm

Christopher wrote:

My prediction is that in 100 years zazen will be - for better or for worse - stripped
entirely of its religious and mythological aspects, and be will taught in high school
alongside gym class. Inquiry such as that done by Stuart Lachs and Sam Harris is just the
first step in that direction.

Heck, in 100 years enlightenment will come in pill form. But unfortunately the world will
probably be run by damn dirty apes.

If you've come here to help me you're wasting your time. But if you've come because
your liberation is tied up with mine then let's work together. ~ Lilla Watson

The Hunger Project

shel

by shoey on Mon Nov 16, 2009 11:18 pm
"Except for me, everything is the teacher."

thats a nice saying - right up to the moment you try it....then its kinda in your face,and it
aint always smoke.

when you're going through hell - keep going.
winston churchill

shoey

by genkaku on Mon Nov 16, 2009 11:28 pm
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shoey wrote:
"Except for me, everything is the teacher."

thats a nice saying - right up to the moment you try it....then its kinda in your face,and it
aint always smoke.

Practice, practice, practice, I imagine.
genkaku

by shoey on Tue Nov 17, 2009 12:14 am

genkaku wrote:
shoey wrote:
"Except for me, everything is the teacher."

thats a nice saying - right up to the moment you try it....then its kinda in your face,and it
aint always smoke.

Practice, practice, practice, I imagine.

when you're going through hell - keep going.
winston churchill

shoey

by hungryghost on Tue Nov 17, 2009 4:23 am

genkaku wrote:

Hi hungryghost -- When I asked my teacher, Kyudo Nakagawa Roshi, who the teacher
might be, he said, "Except for me, everything is the teacher." He wasn't just blowing
Buddhist smoke.

I agree with you -- it is wonderful to have upright and caring friends, friends who will
support and encourage your clear life. To borrow from Islam, "blessings be upon them."

But also I think our practice needs to be what you might call 'wider' than that as well. I
don't mean exercising the mouth ("love your enemies") alone: There is also the matter of
exercising and actualizing in the heart. It's not a matter of pretense or virtue ... it's just
how things work best. I think such an appreciation flows naturally and without effort out
of a patient and determined practice:

"Except for me, everything is the teacher."
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"except for me, everything is the teacher."

hungryghost
Global Moderator

by Carol on Sun Nov 22, 2009 10:59 pm

Here is a link to a Tricycle interview with June Campbell regarding her relationship with
Kalu Rinpoche. While some of what she says may be specific to the Tibetan tradition,
some of it has general implications for teacher-student relationships, too. She raises a lot
of important issues.

The Emperor's Tantric Robes -- An Interview with June Campbell on Codes of Secrecy
and Silence

Excerpt:

Tricycle: As in the case of other controversies over Buddhist teachers, the real issue here
seems to be about power; and as you describe it, this power is not a corrupt or aberrant
twist within the Tibetan system, but is essential to its entire social fabric. How do think
this 1s going to play out in the West?

Campbell: Obviously those involved closely will have a better idea than I have of the
ways it'll play out. But I think the issues will be around how power is being used-for
example in male-female relationships, elitism, teacher-student issues, materialism.
Having said that, it's very important not to lose sight of the fact that the Tibetan system's
not unique in there being a link between power, religion, and gender. and it's not the first
system in the world to face change or be challenged. OK, many of the Tibetan customs
may seem very different, but in essence we have the same problems in the West to do
with abuses of power. This is what I tried to highlight in the book--they're the same old
problems but in new disguises.

It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by ReturningToTheSource on Mon Nov 23, 2009 4:08 am

Does wonders for the notion of male-female equality. Another woman "the victim" of
male power. Sounds like another groupie to me.
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My relationship with Kalu Rinpoche was not a partnership of equals. When it started. I
was in my late twenties. He was almost seventy. He controlled the relationship. I was
sworn to secrecy. What I am saying is that it was not a formal ritualistic relationship, nor
was it the "tantric" relationship that people might like to imagine.

Aspiring woman. Often things simply do not go to plan. Buddha said "not getting what
one wants is suffering".

Last edited by ReturningToTheSource on Mon Nov 23, 2009 4:26 am, edited 1 time in
total.

ReturningToTheSource

by ReturningToTheSource on Mon Nov 23, 2009 4:23 am

Jundo Cohen wrote:

All human beings, from 'Great Bodhisattvas' right on down to the rest of us, are human
beings ... and that means rough edges, cracks and ugly spots, flesh, fallings down and
flaws. At least, of course, until we eventually become Perfect Golden Buddhas ...

Generally in Buddhism, abiding by the five precepts is for laypeople. It is not considered
something so difficult.

Generally, the immoral teacher has sexual relations with the immoral student.

The immoral teacher cannot have sexual relations with a moral student and visa versa.
That is impossible.

If we are waiting until we become a Buddha so we can develop right view about
sexuality...brother...our journey will be very long.

ReturningToTheSource

by christopher::: on Mon Nov 23, 2009 4:32 am
I've heard that keeping the precepts is easy, even laypersons can do it. Or is keeping the
precepts incredibly difficult, given that over and over again even supposedly enlightened

masters seem to have trouble keeping them?

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~
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christopher:::

by Carol on Mon Nov 23, 2009 4:48 am

christopher::: wrote:

I've heard that keeping the precepts is easy, even laypersons can do it. Or is keeping the
precepts incredibly difficult, given that over and over again even supposedly enlightened
masters seem to have trouble keeping them?

I've never heard that keeping the precepts is easy! Don't know who would say such a
thing, or why they would say so. It's not easy being human, with human weaknesses,
delusions, attractions and aversions. Sex seems to be the one that gets everyone all riled
up ... but lying, taking what is not given, speaking ill of others, and so on ... all very
difficult precepts to keep. Probably most of us break at least one of them every day,
without even noticing we're doing it.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by partofit22 on Mon Nov 23, 2009 4:53 am

ReturningToTheSource wrote:
The immoral teacher cannot have sexual relations with a moral student and visa versa.
That is impossible.

to further the journey: it would be possible if the immoral teacher raped the moral
student-
partofit22

by christopher::: on Mon Nov 23, 2009 4:58 am

Carol wrote:

christopher::: wrote:

I've heard that keeping the precepts is easy, even laypersons can do it. Or is keeping the
precepts incredibly difficult, given that over and over again even supposedly enlightened
masters seem to have trouble keeping them?
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I've never heard that keeping the precepts is easy! Don't know who would say such a
thing, or why they would say so.

RTTS just said it, Carol...
ReturningToTheSource wrote:

Generally in Buddhism, abiding by the five precepts is for laypeople. It is not considered
something so difficult.

Didn't want to jump on him personally, but would be interested in hearing his response to
your questions...

It's not easy being human, with human weaknesses, delusions, attractions and aversions.
Sex seems to be the one that gets everyone all riled up ... but lying, taking what is not
given, speaking ill of others, and so on ... all very difficult precepts to keep. Probably
most of us break at least one of them every day, without even noticing we're doing it.

I agree!

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by partofit22 on Mon Nov 23, 2009 5:01 am
praxis wrote:
Heck, in 100 years enlightenment will come in pill form. But unfortunately the world will

probably be run by damn dirty apes.

partofit22

by Linda Anderson on Mon Nov 23, 2009 5:47 pm
christopher::: wrote:

"Let there be a silent understanding and no more. Away with all thinking and explaining.
Then we may say that the Way of Words has been cut off and movements of the mind
eliminated. This Mind is the pure Buddha-Source inherent in all men. All wriggling
beings possessed of sentient life and all the Buddhas and Boddhisattvas are of this one
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substance and do not differ. Differences arise from wrong-thinking only and lead to the
creation of all kinds of karma.

All the visible universe is the Buddha; so are all sounds; hold fast to one principle and all
the others are Identical. On seeing one thing, you see ALL. On perceiving any
individual's mind, you are perceiving ALL Mind. Obtain a glimpse of one way and ALL
ways are embraced in your vision, for there is nowhere at all which is devoid of the Way.
When your glance falls upon a grain of dust, what you see is identical with all the vast
world systems with their great rivers and mighty hills. To gaze upon a drop of water is to
behold the nature of all the waters of the universe.

Only come to know the nature of your own Mind, in which there is no self and no other,
and you will in fact be a Buddha."

~Huang Po
source: The Zen Teachings of Huang Po

This is beautiful... I've never relieved my own suffering with more thought and control,
being Buddha, even for a second, takes the problem out of itself. Still, we try, 8 pages
later. To be a bit irreverent, I can think of other ways that power is misused in spiritual
groups, sex seems more fun than some of them and yes, I can't deny there can be harm
done in all cases. Spitting is a good thing when you think about standing by numbly
watching harm be done... this is the call to find our own truth, and spitting is a creative
expression, more in the Tao than more policies. To walk along together with a spacious
Buddha heart brings us direct experience of the sensibility around this issue, about how
the universe works. Sometimes, I notice that "I love you" isn't quite right, when "I love"
is more true. So, then consider the nature of the misconduct.

I woke up this morning musing about zen being a contribution to the gene pool (that it
won't exist in form as we know it), but the truth of zen is indestructible and will touch
people in eternity. Not sure it'll look like gym class In a hundred years, we'll all walk
alone thru the town at midnight... and we'll all have a good laugh. (Quoting the koan of
the week over here.)

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Keisei on Tue Nov 24, 2009 2:49 am
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Carol wrote:

christopher::: wrote:

I've heard that keeping the precepts is easy, even laypersons can do it. Or is keeping the
precepts incredibly difficult, given that over and over again even supposedly enlightened
masters seem to have trouble keeping them?

I've never heard that keeping the precepts is easy! Don't know who would say such a
thing, or why they would say so. It's not easy being human, with human weaknesses,
delusions, attractions and aversions. Sex seems to be the one that gets everyone all riled
up ... but lying, taking what is not given, speaking ill of others, and so on ... all very
difficult precepts to keep. Probably most of us break at least one of them every day,
without even noticing we're doing it.

This is keeping the precepts. By working with them enough, we may get to a point of
figuring it out when we do break them. Perhaps working with them long enough will lead
to recognizing when we're about to break them and move forward with total clarity -
whether we break the precept or not.

In gassho,
"Whether teachings are mastered or not, reality constantly flows." -Song of the Precious
Mirror Samadhi

Tony Roscoe

Keisei

by christopher::: on Tue Nov 24, 2009 7:39 am

Hi Tony. I think a lot of people get to a point in their practice where they recognize they
are breaking precepts, but just are not able to stop themselves. And sadly, this is a
problem we may not be able to simply meditate our way out of, or overcome simply by
will-power.

In another discussion I shared a link to this dharma talk by Joseph Goldstein, on the issue
of desires and craving...

The Buddha's Song Of Enlightenment: Achieved Is The End Of Craving
Goldstein mentions the Buddha's Song of Enlightenment, the last words that are said (in

the Pali suttas) to have come to his mind after his "Awakening" under the Bodhi tree
"Realized is the Unconditioned, Achieved is the End of Craving"...
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"Realized is the Unconditioned" refers to our recognition of Original Mind, nondual
Buddha Nature. This is central in Zen. Koan practice, zazen, even Big Mind™ seminars-
are all methods for helping us to recognize our true nature.

I think the difficulty many (most) of us have, including great teachers even, is with the
second part- the focus of Goldstein's talk- reaching a point of complete liberation from
craving. In the case of the Tibetan teacher Kalu Rinpoche (that Carol provided a link to)
here is a man that many had thought was completely enlightened...

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalu Rinpoche

Kalu Rinpoche was born in 1905 during the Female Wood Snake year of the Tibetan
lunar calendar in the district of Treshd Gang chi Rawa in the Hor region of Kham,
Eastern Tibet.

When Kalu Rinpoche was fifteen years old, he was sent to begin his higher studies at the
monastery of Palpung, the foremost center of the Karma Kagyu school. He remained
there for more than a decade, during which time he mastered the vast body of teaching
that forms the philosophical basis of Buddhist practice, and completed two three-year
retreats.

At about the age of twenty-five, Rinpoche left Palpung to pursue the life of a solitary
yogi in the woods of the Khampa countryside. For nearly fifteen years, he strove to
perfect his realization of all aspects of the teachings and he became renowned in the
villages and among the nomads as a representative of the Bodhisattva path.

He did all that work, at an early age, and yet seemed to stumble later on. What's the
message here, for the rest of us mortals?

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Dan74 on Tue Nov 24, 2009 11:06 am

christopher::: wrote:

I think the difficulty many (most) of us have, including great teachers even, is with the
second part- the focus of Goldstein's talk- reaching a point of complete liberation from
craving. In the case of the Tibetan teacher Kalu Rinpoche (that Carol provided a link to)
here is a man that many had thought was completely enlightened...

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalu Rinpoche
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Kalu Rinpoche was born in 1905 during the Female Wood Snake year of the Tibetan
lunar calendar in the district of Treshd Gang chi Rawa in the Hor region of Kham,
Eastern Tibet.

When Kalu Rinpoche was fifteen years old, he was sent to begin his higher studies at the
monastery of Palpung, the foremost center of the Karma Kagyu school. He remained
there for more than a decade, during which time he mastered the vast body of teaching
that forms the philosophical basis of Buddhist practice, and completed two three-year
retreats.

At about the age of twenty-five, Rinpoche left Palpung to pursue the life of a solitary
yogi in the woods of the Khampa countryside. For nearly fifteen years, he strove to
perfect his realization of all aspects of the teachings and he became renowned in the
villages and among the nomads as a representative of the Bodhisattva path.

He did all that work, at an early age, and yet seemed to stumble later on. What's the
message here, for the rest of us mortals?

Hi Chris,

I think the lesson for us, mortals, here is that "Not all that glitters is gold." Big names
tend to go with big heads, not necessarily big minds (and vice versa).

In my experience desire appears to be unbeatable when we have become so used to
succumbing to it. A habit is formed, a mental pattern that say "Uh-oh I shouldn't be doing
this... But I want to. I know it's naughty, but I want to. Ah what the hell! Then........
Damn! I failed again!! Oh, no! I can't beat this thing... I feel so helpless" Or some
variation on the theme.

The point is that this is all in the mind. The habit is formed by the mind and can be
unformed, unravelled. It is empty, therefore lacking inherent essence and comes into
being because it is fed by us - arises from causes and conditions.

Anyway, you've mentioned elsewhere that support is needed. Feel free to PM.

/.

Dan74

by Dazzled on Tue Nov 24, 2009 11:27 am

Regarding the relationship between June Campbell and Kalu Rinpoche mentioned earlier
- she was his translator and she was a consenting adult.

Irrespective of the moral issues involved with Kalu Rinpoche's request for sex, she could
quite simply have said a firm "No !"
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Also, certainly in Tibetan Buddhism, some of the teachers are lay practioners and not
ordained, and as they haven't taken a vow of celibacy, I don't think there's any rule to say
that they shouldn't have girlfriends.

I do think that there is a less than realistic view with some women and their adulation of
Buddhist teachers in general though. I've seen and heard it in action sometimes. I also
even heard of young western women exposing their breasts to a handsome young teacher
in India.

I was married to a musician, so I can see a parallel with groupies. Teachers can become
fantasy partners in some women's minds, just like rock stars can.

Of course naturally I'm not suggesting that this is the case with all women who are
sincere students and practitioners.

http://www.buddhismwithoutboundaries.com

Dazzled

by genkaku on Tue Nov 24, 2009 12:53 pm

Skimming down this now-lengthy thread, I am struck by how much decency can spring
from indecency. I don't mean that I think relaxing into a kind of self-congratulatory
'understanding' is enough. People are people and are capable of anything at all. But that
doesn't mean we can't keep an eye on it and acknowledge -- sometimes with great sorrow
-- the dog shit where we find it.

All T can think of is Shoey's old observation about the guy who went to the doctor and

complained, "It hurts when I do this." And the doctor replied, "Well don't do that."
genkaku

by christopher::: on Tue Nov 24, 2009 1:46 pm
Dan74 wrote:
The point is that this is all in the mind. The habit is formed by the mind and can be

unformed, unravelled. It is empty, therefore lacking inherent essence and comes into
being because it is fed by us - arises from causes and conditions.
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Anyway, you've mentioned elsewhere that support is needed. Feel free to PM.

/.

Thanks, Dan.

genkaku wrote:
All T can think of is Shoey's old observation about the guy who went to the doctor and
complained, "It hurts when I do this." And the doctor replied, "Well don't do that."

To which the patient started singing my wife's favorite Mariah Carey song....

I am thinking of you

In my sleepless solitude tonight

If it's wrong to love you

Then my heart just won't let me be right
'Cause I've drowned in you

And I won't pull through

Without you by my side

I'd give my all to have

Just one more night with you

I'd risk my life to feel

Your body next to mine

'Cause I can't go on

Living in the memory of our song
I'd give my all for your love tonight

or perhaps my favorite Leona Lewis song...

But nothing's greater than the rush

That comes with your embrace

And in this world of loneliness I see your face

Yet everyone around me thinks that I'm going crazy
Maybe, maybe...

And I keep bleeding, keep, keep bleeding love

I keep bleeding, I keep, keep bleeding love

Keep bleeding, keep, keep bleeding love

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by Carol on Tue Nov 24, 2009 2:16 pm

Dazzled wrote:

Regarding the relationship between June Campbell and Kalu Rinpoche mentioned earlier
- she was his translator and she was a consenting adult.

Irrespective of the moral issues involved with Kalu Rinpoche's request for sex, she could
quite simply have said a firm "No !"

Also, certainly in Tibetan Buddhism, some of the teachers are lay practioners and not
ordained, and as they haven't taken a vow of celibacy, I don't think there's any rule to say
that they shouldn't have girlfriends.

I do think that there is a less than realistic view with some women and their adulation of
Buddhist teachers in general though. I've seen and heard it in action sometimes. I also
even heard of young western women exposing their breasts to a handsome young teacher
in India.

I was married to a musician, so I can see a parallel with groupies. Teachers can become
fantasy partners in some women's minds, just like rock stars can.

Of course naturally I'm not suggesting that this is the case with all women who are
sincere students and practitioners.

I don't think it's as simple as "consenting adults" -- ever -- when there is a power
imbalance like this. The teacher is in a position of authority, is telling the student it's
good for them, is giving more access to that student and status, while at the same time
keeping the relationship secret. The teacher is also responsible for the well-being of the
student.

Yes, a wise, secure, grown-up woman who did not idolize the teacher would not succumb
to this kind of manipulation. And, it's not rape. But it is sexual misconduct for a teacher
to prey on the vulnerability and adulation of students for sex.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by Nonin on Tue Nov 24, 2009 3:37 pm
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Carol said:

I don't think it's as simple as "consenting adults" -- ever -- when there is a power
imbalance like this. The teacher is in a position of authority, is telling the student it's
good for them, is giving more access to that student and status, while at the same time
keeping the relationship secret. The teacher is also responsible for the well-being of the
student.

Yes, a wise, secure, grown-up woman who did not idolize the teacher would not succumb
to this kind of manipulation. And, it's not rape. But it is sexual misconduct for a teacher
to prey on the vulnerability and adulation of students for sex.

Agreed, Carol. Well said.

With bows,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by Nonin on Tue Nov 24, 2009 5:22 pm
Dan74 said:
I think the lesson for us, mortals, here is that "Not all that glitters is gold." Big names

tend to go with big heads, not necessarily big minds (and vice versa).

For me, the lesson is that "Enlightened Masters" can make mistakes, just like the rest of
us.

Also, perhaps the problem is that we think that "enlightenment" is a one-time event after
which the person becomes a perfect human being, whatever that is.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by booker on Tue Nov 24, 2009 5:40 pm

christopher::: wrote:

He did all that work, at an early age, and yet seemed to stumble later on. What's the
message here, for the rest of us mortals?

That extreme celibacy is not exactly the ideal way in present times (especially if you
want to be your own father)?

"Be Buddhist or be Buddha"

booker

by christopher::: on Tue Nov 24, 2009 5:51 pm

Perhaps, as Buddhist Masters hold high expectations of their students, we hold high
expectations of our teachers as well, and that's just The Way it Is? In this manner,
Buddhas bow to Buddhas, down through the ages...

Shodoka: Song of Freedom

Have you ever seen one of the Way?

Beyond action and beyond learning,
one is at ease,

not struggling against delusion
or grasping after the truth.

One sees the nature of ignorance
to be itself Essential Awareness,

and the illusion of one’s own body
is the Realm of Reality.



Completely realizing
the Realm of Reality to be objectless,

one finds oneself the source of all things
and one’s own nature to be Awake Awareness.

The five aggregates arise and decay like
aimless clouds,

the three distorted orientations come and go
like bubbles on water.

Realizing Suchness, neither self nor things exist;
1n one moment cause and effect are liberated.

If anything I say is untrue
may my tongue be pulled out for countless eons.

In a single moment of direct awakening

to the Zen of Reality as a continuous presencing,
the six perfections and countless skillful means
are complete.
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~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by booker on Tue Nov 24, 2009 6:09 pm

christopher::: wrote:

Perhaps, as Buddhist Masters hold high expectations of their students, we hold high
expectations of our teachers as well, and that's just The Way it Is?

Yeah, but again - aren't those expectations hold mostly just to satisfy our vision?

Vision satisfied = good teacher. Vision unsatisfied = bad teacher

What Ven.Nonin said.

Nonin wrote:

perhaps the problem is that we think that "enlightenment" is a one-time event after which

the person becomes a perfect human being, whatever that is.

"Be Buddhist or be Buddha"

booker
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by Linda Anderson on Tue Nov 24, 2009 6:23 pm

Carol wrote:

I don't think it's as simple as "consenting adults" -- ever -- when there is a power
imbalance like this. The teacher is in a position of authority, is telling the student it's
good for them, is giving more access to that student and status, while at the same time
keeping the relationship secret. The teacher is also responsible for the well-being of the
student.

Yes, a wise, secure, grown-up woman who did not idolize the teacher would not succumb
to this kind of manipulation. And, it's not rape. But it is sexual misconduct for a teacher
to prey on the vulnerability and adulation of students for sex.

Carol, well intentioned and true. There are many truths in this discussion. I am not a
liberal in this area, but do see a multiplicity of cause and effect with no solutions.

Yet, a little spitting would help a lot. A firm "NO" empowers one in ways that policies
can't, and is a teaching in itself when one can't say it. After all these hundreds of years,
the policies are losing it seems. Sometimes, we learn thru total devastation of our
illusions and we are given what we need to learn I suppose, like a heat seeking missile.
Even then, it's empowering to acknowledge what one attracts in life and awakening, these
things happen hand-in-glove in the way of karma. I think the path includes knowing
ourselves deeply, our inadequacy, projective patterning, etc... This is the path until the
moon sets at midnight. Like adjusting a pillow in the night, we party on until we don't.
The true misconduct goes beyond sexuality... as we know.

I've got battle scars in this area from over 20 years ago. | was obsessed yet knew enough
to say a firm "NO". My karma is such that I would't sacrifice my journey, and knew it. It
was as much rigid as it was wise. all the more painful not surrendering. The path of the
broken heart is mysterious, I wouldn't begin to think I knew anything about it. Then,
humor and joy are infectious atlast.

Linda

ps this poem comes to mind
The Well Of Grief

Those who will not slip beneath
the still surface of the well of grief

turning downward through its black waters
to the place we cannot breathe
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will never know the source from which we drink,
the secret water, cold and clear,

nor find in the darkness glimmering
the small round coins
thrown by those who wished for something else

David Whyte from Where Many Rivers Meet
http://www.panhala.net/Archive/Well of Grief.html

Linda Anderson

by Seigen on Tue Nov 24, 2009 6:32 pm

Thank you, Linda, that is meaningfully touching with no glossing over. Palms together,
Seigen
Sweetcake Enso

Seigen
Global Moderator

by Carol on Tue Nov 24, 2009 6:36 pm
Yes, Linda, that too. I agree.

In reading the interview with June Campbell, I think she probably did eventually see her
way through it ... though it took many years. In the end, we cannot regret anything that
brings us to this place. But that is not an excuse for doing harm. The parent may beat the
child and say "I'm doing this for your own good," and thus feed the cycle of violence, or
the child may wake up ... I think we can devoutly aspire to wake up and to wake all the
beings ...

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by genkaku on Sun Mar 14, 2010 6:25 pm
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Received this relevant article/link in email today.
genkaku

by genkaku on Fri May 21, 2010 3:44 pm

Received in email today: Robert Aitken Roshi's open letter to Eido Tai Shimano
genkaku

by Seigen on Fri May 21, 2010 4:29 pm

Thank you for posting this, Genkaku. Zen community is hardly absent of structural
misogyny, as any other community arising in patriarchy will be. The men DO have to call
out the men in this context.

Thank you, Robert Aitken Roshi.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by Linda Anderson on Fri May 21, 2010 4:35 pm

Seigen wrote:
The men DO have to call out the men in this context.

Thank you, Robert Aitken Roshi.
Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Eco on Fri May 21, 2010 6:15 pm
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Nonin wrote:

Carol said:

I don't think it's as simple as "consenting adults" -- ever -- when there is a power
imbalance like this. The teacher is in a position of authority, is telling the student it's
good for them, is giving more access to that student and status, while at the same time
keeping the relationship secret. The teacher is also responsible for the well-being of the
student.

Yes, a wise, secure, grown-up woman who did not idolize the teacher would not succumb
to this kind of manipulation. And, it's not rape. But it is sexual misconduct for a teacher
to prey on the vulnerability and adulation of students for sex.

Agreed, Carol. Well said.
With bows,
Nonin

An unexpected responce coming from a student of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
Eco

by Nonin on Fri May 21, 2010 6:25 pm

Eco wrote:

Nonin wrote:

Carol said:

I don't think it's as simple as "consenting adults" -- ever -- when there is a power
imbalance like this. The teacher is in a position of authority, is telling the student it's
good for them, is giving more access to that student and status, while at the same time
keeping the relationship secret. The teacher is also responsible for the well-being of the
student.

Yes, a wise, secure, grown-up woman who did not idolize the teacher would not succumb
to this kind of manipulation. And, it's not rape. But it is sexual misconduct for a teacher
to prey on the vulnerability and adulation of students for sex.

Agreed, Carol. Well said.

With bows,

Nonin

An unexpected responce coming from a student of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Eco,
Why would you say my response is unexpected?
Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Eco on Fri May 21, 2010 6:41 pm

Sorry, I read Natalie Goldberg's "The Great Failure: A Bartender, A Monk, and My
Unlikely Path to Truth," recenty. Have you read it? Any insights you might like to share
about this would be appriciated.

Eco

by Nonin on Fri May 21, 2010 8:06 pm

Eco wrote:

Sorry, I read Natalie Goldberg's "The Great Failure: A Bartender, A Monk, and My
Unlikely Path to Truth," recenty. Have you read it? Any insights you might like to share
about this would be appriciated.

Eco,

[ haven't read Natalie's book, but I read an excerpt in one of the Buddhist magazines
where she writes about Katagiri-roshi's alleged sexual transgressions. There was a lot of
unsubstantiated and unverified information in the excerpt, so I didn't bother reading the
whole book.

There are two major misrepresentations in the book you mention. First, she was not
exposing a secret about Katagiri Roshi; There was a public process, mediated by
professionals, when the issue of teacher transgression came up at Minnesota Zen Center
ten years after Katagiri-roshi's death. At that time, one of his students alleged that she had
a sexual relationship with him many years earlier. The student was a reliable source, so
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most of his students, including me, regarded her admission as true, and the mediation and
reconciliation process was then begun.

Second, Natalie Goldberg alleged in her book, written about ten years after many of his
students became aware of his transgression, that Katagiri-roshi had other sexual
relationships with other students. This is all unsubstantiated and unverified. I would not
take the book as a reliable source of information about Katagiri-roshi. What I read, and
what I gained from Natalie's first book (Long, Quiet Highway) was that Natalie's books
are about herself, not about others.

Most of what has been written about Katagiri-roshi is unverified hearsay. He did make
one huge mistake, however, and I don't deny it nor condone it. It is clearly improper for a
Zen teacher to have an intimate, sexual relationship with a student. This has been clearly
established in Western Zen Buddhist Culture.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by Eco on Fri May 21, 2010 8:50 pm

It is improper by mere common sense, and that is sense which existed long before
"Western Zen Buddhist Culture." Western Zen Buddhist culture has established that
"monks" or priests don't need to be celibate, if I'm not mistaken, as well as other
tolerances not normally given to monks. Western Zen seems to have established itself as
a lay tradition, and being such it's no big deal when a teacher has sex with a student. |
remember reading what Brad Warner wrote about Goldberg's book, in fact I just looked it
up to quote properly, his reaction was, "Katagiri Roshi had sex!! Oh. My. God. The
Dharma is ruined! Ugh! I agree it's high time we thoroughly trashed the image of the
Eastern holy person."

Eco

by Carol on Fri May 21, 2010 9:07 pm



Here is an interesting article:

Celibacy: the view of a Zen monk
from Japan

Soko Morinaga

Buddist monk. Rector of Hanazono University
It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol
Founding Member

by Nonin on Fri May 21, 2010 9:41 pm

Eco wrote:

It is improper by mere common sense, and that is sense which existed long before
"Western Zen Buddhist Culture." Western Zen Buddhist culture has established that
"monks" or priests don't need to be celibate, if I'm not mistaken, as well as other
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tolerances not normally given to monks. Western Zen seems to have established itself as

a lay tradition, and being such it's no big deal when a teacher has sex with a student. |

remember reading what Brad Warner wrote about Goldberg's book, in fact I just looked it

up to quote properly, his reaction was, "Katagiri Roshi had sex!! Oh. My. God. The
Dharma is ruined! Ugh! I agree it's high time we thoroughly trashed the image of the

Eastern holy person."
Eco,

You said:

Western Zen seems to have established itself as a lay tradition, and being such it's no big

deal when a teacher has sex with a student.

Not so in both instances. There is a strong and growing priest and also monastic tradition
in Western Zen. Also, it's a big deal when a teacher engages in a sexual relationship with
a student. Many teachers have had to step down from teaching activities if this activity

becomes known, and some have permanently lost their positions.
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Many Zen Buddhist practice places have even published Ethics Statements that all sangha
members, including teachers are required to follow. Ours contains many areas of conduct.
Here's the section that covers sexual misconduct:

Inappropriate action. Inappropriate action is harmful to ourselves and others. It may
include physical violence, sexual misconduct or harassment, drug and substance abuse,
malicious gossip, extreme or regular displays of anger, insults or demeaning comments,
and manipulative or duplicitous speech or action. Persons who encounter inappropriate
actions from any member of the NZC Sangha -- including its teachers and senior
instructors -- or who themselves practice such conduct, should be aware that these actions
violate the spirit of the precepts and the practice of appropriate action.

Student/teacher relationships. A teacher at NZC is anyone involved in an instructional
capacity. This includes the Head Priest and anyone designated by the Head Priest to serve
as an instructor or mentor for newer students. This includes those giving zazen
instruction, teaching Intro to Zen workshops, and leading study groups. Student/teacher
relationships should be based on mutual respect, compassion, and kindness. We
acknowledge the inequality inherent in such a relationship and the power issues involved.

We specifically acknowledge the great harm, both psychological and spiritual, that results
from teachers becoming sexually involved with their students, both for the teacher and
student involved and for the community as a whole. We, therefore, consider it unethical
for a teacher to engage in sexual behavior with her or his student.

We furthermore expect all who participate at NZC to follow these guidelines:

1) If a teacher and/or student feel at risk of violating the above ethical principle, they
should suspend their teacher-student relationship at least until they have sought counsel
with a senior teacher.

2) It is considered a misuse of sexuality for a teacher to form a sexual relationship
with a former student within three months of the termination of the student-teacher
relationship.

3) Any teacher considering forming a sexual relationship with another NZC
participant should discuss the appropriateness of the relationship with a senior teacher.

Our Ethics statement then goes on to outline ways to address ethical violations should
they occur.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA
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http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Nonin on Fri May 21, 2010 9:43 pm

I have started another topic on Sexual Misconduct in this same forum. Check it out.
Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

Moderator's Note:

The new topic on the sexual misconduct precept has been moved to the Zen Practice in
Daily Life forum here

Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Eco on Fri May 21, 2010 10:13 pm

With respect, you were addressing Western Zen Buddhist culture. NZC only represents a
small part of this culture. Indeed, by comparison Brad Warner is a far more visible and
consequenty influential part of this culture. And there is no reason at all to view him as a
lesser authority.

Eco

by Carol on Fri May 21, 2010 10:18 pm
I don't know much about Brad Warner ... other than what I read here from time to time.

But over the past decade or two most Zen Centers have adopted ethical guidelines such as
Nonin posted ... these models have been developed and shared through the American Zen
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Teachers Association and have spread far and wide. The Diamond Sangha has similar
ethical guidelines, as well.

This doesn't mean there are no longer probems or transgressions, people being what we
are, but ways to recognize and deal with it have become quite commonplace among Zen
groups in recent years.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Eco on Fri May 21, 2010 10:34 pm

Trying to reacquire what Warner calls "the image of the Eastern holy person." Is not Zen
master good enough?
Eco

by Nonin on Fri May 21, 2010 10:39 pm

Eco wrote:

With respect, you were addressing Western Zen Buddhist culture. NZC only represents a
small part of this culture. Indeed, by comparison Brad Warner is a far more visible and
consequenty influential part of this culture. And there is no reason at all to view him as a
lesser authority.

Please drop the "with respect," for this statement shows no respect for our temple and its
place in Zen Buddhism in the US.

If Brad Warner says that it's no big deal for a Zen Buddhist teacher to have sex with a
student (and I say if, for the quote you presented by him doesn't say this at all), he would
be far outside the ethical mainstream of Western Zen Buddhism. Our Ethics Statement
has been used as boilerplate for many other Zen Buddhist practice places, and no one
who says that teacher / student sexual relationships are no big deal is taken seriously
these days in Zen Buddhism in the US.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Eco on Fri May 21, 2010 11:04 pm

Sorry, I did not know that you would consider it disrespectful to be compared with Brad
Warner. Assuming that was the offence. I can think of what else it would be.

Hardcore Zen is a big part Western Zen culture, like it or not.
Culture is a hard thing to control, Nonin. It is influenced by everyone within the culture,

including the horny ones.
Eco

by christopher::: on Fri May 21, 2010 11:19 pm

Are you going to be satisfied with any answer here, Eco? I think Rev. Nonin has
explained the situation as best he can in a forthright manner. This isn't a court of law and
no one is on trial. As for Brad Warner I have difficulty sometimes knowing when he is
speaking satirically and with irony or trying to be direct, so I wouldn't want to debate his
comments or try to defend against them..

Peace,
Chris
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Jok_Hae on Fri May 21, 2010 11:23 pm

I am not sure what Brad Warner has to do with all this, but I do remember discussing it
once:

74 posts of Brad Warner Discussion!
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Enjoy.
You make, you get

Jok Hae

by Eco on Fri May 21, 2010 11:44 pm

christopher::: wrote:
Are you going to be satisfied with any answer here, Eco?

What an odd question. Sorry, I did not know that you were all above scrutiny.

I will not write anything further.
Eco

by ReturningToTheSource on Sat May 22, 2010 12:19 am

Eco wrote:

Brad Warner says that it's no big deal for a Zen Buddhist teacher to have sex with a
student....

So what are these "teachers" actually 'teaching'?

They are teachers of what?

ReturningToTheSource

by Eco on Sat May 22, 2010 2:08 am

ReturningToTheSource wrote:

Eco wrote:

Brad Warner says that it's no big deal for a Zen Buddhist teacher to have sex with a
student....

So what are these "teachers" actually 'teaching'?

They are teachers of what?
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As Nonin, who you are actually quoting, pointed out, Mr. Warner did not say that. What
Brad meant in context was that there are no "spiritual supermen," as much as we want
there to be spiritual supermen. All that we have are Zen masters who might be great at
Zen mastering, but as Goldberg writes in her book on page 136, they can function
"cruelly and ignorantly" in their personal lives.

Eco

by Dan74 on Sat May 22, 2010 4:41 am

The issue is not the "Eastern holy person" or any other such fantasy. It is (to me) whether
the teacher has the best interests of the students at heart or is after something else
altogether. I don't expect my teacher to be holy or superhuman (or enlightened (shock
horror!)) what I do look for is a sincere commitment to sharing the Dharma in an
unreservedly compassionate way. That and some insight into the said Dharma.

From my experience this is a reasonable standard and any teacher worth the name
satisfies it. There are other interesting characters who don't and we can learn from those
too. "Approach with care!" I would say. The damage can be enormous (as can be seen
from some testimonies above).

Dan74

by Carol on Sat May 22, 2010 5:30 am

Dan74 wrote:

The issue is not the "Eastern holy person" or any other such fantasy. It is (to me) whether
the teacher has the best interests of the students at heart or is after something else
altogether. I don't expect my teacher to be holy or superhuman (or enlightened (shock
horror!)) what I do look for is a sincere commitment to sharing the Dharma in an
unreservedly compassionate way. That and some insight into the said Dharma.

From my experience this is a reasonable standard and any teacher worth the name
satisfies it. There are other interesting characters who don't and we can learn from those
too. "Approach with care!" I would say. The damage can be enormous (as can be seen
from some testimonies above).

Ditto, what Dan said.
With the addition that even very good teachers do make mistakes. Sometimes they learn

from them and become even better teachers. Sometimes not. So, I don't require
faultlessness from teachers, and I do look for humility.
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It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Dan74 on Sat May 22, 2010 6:03 am

These days I think that it is at least in part a product of our consumerist conditioning that
the notion of successful self-restraint seems a pipe dream. But when even a small hole is
punctured in this consumerist mindset (say with some good old fashioned integrity or a
smidgeon of compassion) it is clear that this is no big deal at all!

I have interesting karma with older gay men which are supposedly completely
preoccupied with sex (a stereotype confirmed by a gay Zen practitioner friend recently).
A teacher at school and another one at Uni were gay, both were mentors, both were very
close. There were certainly times when I was very vulnerable but I never perceived and
never received anything but friendship and support. Mind you some years after school
was over the teacher did try to propose something, but the dynamics of the relationship
were equal then and I felt neither pressure nor betrayal. It was very easy to say "no" and
no offense was taken of course.

I've met many people like that and I have been a person like that to others, where even
though under different circumstances the other person may well have been a potential
partner, because of the dynamics it was just inappropriate and wrong.

Of course mistakes can happen, for example when both people are very strongly attracted
and believe it is a good thing and then later realize the repercussions to the Sangha and
end it. As for Shimano it is quite clear that these were no mistakes.

/.

Dan74

by Linda Anderson on Sat May 22, 2010 6:21 am

Dan74 wrote:

The issue is not the "Eastern holy person" or any other such fantasy. It is (to me) whether
the teacher has the best interests of the students at heart or is after something else
altogether. I don't expect my teacher to be holy or superhuman (or enlightened (shock
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horror!)) what I do look for is a sincere commitment to sharing the Dharma in an
unreservedly compassionate way. That and some insight into the said Dharma.

Thank you Dan for setting some priorities... "a sincere commitment to sharing the
Dharma"... it's sometimes lost in the "he said", "she said" that we engage.

Seems like a little balance at this point includes the idea that sexuality is hardly the only
way to misuse power or be "after something else altogether". And, useful to see that
sexuality is getting a bad name by association with inappropriate conduct as well as
ancient and ongoing misunderstanding and heartache. Sexuality is so much bigger and
beautiful than the little prick that causes all the problems.

Carol, agree that perfection isn't necessary, but consciousness is for a teacher worth their
salt... thus, they suffer int he midst of what is unavoidable, and compassion arises too.

It's also possible to love a teacher enough not to compromise their devotion to dharma or
one's own path to awakening. This is a much richer perspective that assuming that it's
always about victimization. It's always made sense to me.

At the end of the day, we all make our own beds, and karma has it's way with us, not to
censure, but as a natural outcome of plus and minus, the rules of electricity.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Eco on Sat May 22, 2010 6:46 am

Nonin wrote:
There is a strong and growing priest and also monastic tradition in Western Zen.

Obviously there are Zen priests being trained etc in the West. Don't know how you could
show "strong and growing."

Can you list any Western Soto Zen monastic communities that require, for instance, that
the monastics be celibate? And I do not mean just during retreat intensives.
Eco
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by Carol on Sat May 22, 2010 7:09 am

Linda Anderson wrote:
Thank you Dan for setting some priorities... "a sincere commitment to sharing the
Dharma"... it's sometimes lost in the "he said", "she said" that we engage.

Seems like a little balance at this point includes the idea that sexuality is hardly the only
way to misuse power or be "after something else altogether". And, useful to see that
sexuality is getting a bad name by association with inappropriate conduct as well as
ancient and ongoing misunderstanding and heartache. Sexuality is so much bigger and
beautiful than the little prick that causes all the problems.

Carol, agree that perfection isn't necessary, but consciousness is for a teacher worth their
salt... thus, they suffer int he midst of what is unavoidable, and compassion arises too.

It's also possible to love a teacher enough not to compromise their devotion to dharma or
one's own path to awakening. This is a much richer perspective that assuming that it's
always about victimization. It's always made sense to me.

At the end of the day, we all make our own beds, and karma has it's way with us, not to
censure, but as a natural outcome of plus and minus, the rules of electricity.

Linda

Thanks for pointing out that we're mainly in the realm of "he said" "she said" here --
when something much more complex and shaded than that is always going on, beyond
what either "he" or "she" can see.

Yes, consciousness is necessary for a teacher worth their salt and we know from
experience that everyone loses consciousness and has dark spots they do not see.
Recognizing that is the beginning of consciousness, the kind of consciousness worthy of
salt.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by Linda Anderson on Sat May 22, 2010 7:16 am

Carol wrote:
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Yes, consciousness is necessary for a teacher worth their salt and we know from
experience that everyone loses consciousness and has dark spots they do not see.
Recognizing that is the beginning of consciousness, the kind of consciousness worthy of
salt.

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by ReturningToTheSource on Sat May 22, 2010 10:38 am

Eco wrote:

As Nonin, who you are actually quoting, pointed out, Mr. Warner did not say that. What
Brad meant in context was that there are no "spiritual supermen," as much as we want
there to be spiritual supermen. All that we have are Zen masters who might be great at
Zen mastering, but as Goldberg writes in her book on page 136, they can function
"cruelly and ignorantly" in their personal lives.

Eco

I personally have little empathy for Brad's statement. Abiding in the third precept is the
sphere of morality and not the sphere of spiritual superstardom.

My parents have no super spiritual qualities however they have always abided by the
third precept.

If I go to an office party and have sex with a co-worker, I will certainly lose my job.

If I am a school teacher in a high school and have sex with a student, I may lose my job.
This could even happen in a university, depending on the university and the situation.

If I am a psychologist or therapist and have sex with my clients, certainly I will be subject
to censure from my professional peers.

That human beings in positions of social trust & responsibility are expected to abide by
the third precept is a social norm. It is not superman.

When one goes to a Dharma centre, one goes with trust in & a sense of safety about the
Buddha, Dharma & Sangha.
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ReturningToTheSource

by Dan74 on Sat May 22,2010 12:16 pm

Yeah, rereading this sorry thread made me wonder if there isn't more than one universe
around here.

If one needs to be a "spiritual superman" to not be an exploitative sexual predator, then I
am you man! Just wait till I don my cape and then you can bow.

If those of us who are concerned with this sort of behaviour by teachers (and especially
the cover-up) are busy constructing fantasies of "golden buddhas" and/or in denial of our
own transgressions, well there is no point discussing, because calling a spade a spade
obviously means that [ am against spades and probably have spade envy.

One other thing that crossed my mind is that [ am pretty unfamiliar with the Japanese
style Zen (except for the little Soto group I sit with at work, but I understand that he has
toned down some formalities and there is hardly any hierarchy to speak of except for the
master's zafu that we can't walk across). I guess it is easy to project all sorts of things
onto a teacher and in a way it is a sorry state of things that in Zen we kind of expect our
teachers to be enlightened whereas if you came to a good priest or rabbi it wouldn't even
cross your mind that the man is a saint and experiences a union with the Godhead. We
can place a lot of burden on the teachers and I like the ones who are simple and humble
and put on no appearances or displays. I recall hearing Master Sheng-Yen, his voice was
like a gentle mountain spring, a part of nature. Which we all are, even Eido Shimano, but
we think we are something.

"Spiritual supermen" is a silly phrase just as keeping your dick to yourself is no big
achievement for a Zen master. Likewise failing to do so can happen in a variety of ways,
and no one ever suggested that even a psychopathic sexual predator is beyond the pail.
Angulimala repented and became an arahat. Anything is possible and of course people
are mixed bags, but as far as basic ethics are concerned I've met people for whom they
posed no problem and others for whom they seems impossible to master. We are where
we are.

All T have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic ethics, "a Zen
master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

As for Linda's great suggestion to broaden the scope of this inquiry beyond sexuality, I
think it's just what this thread needs! The other biggie is power and its satellite self-
importance. It would be interesting to hear people share their stories.
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Dan74

by Eco on Sat May 22, 2010 4:00 pm

All T have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic ethics, "a Zen
master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

You are suggesting that because of their indiscretions, teachers like Dainin Katagiri
Roshi are not actually Zen masters?
Eco

by Nonin on Sat May 22, 2010 4:47 pm

Eco wrote:
Nonin wrote:
There is a strong and growing priest and also monastic tradition in Western Zen.

Obviously there are Zen priests being trained etc in the West. Don't know how you could
show "strong and growing."

Can you list any Western Soto Zen monastic communities that require, for instance, that
the monastics be celibate? And I do not mean just during retreat intensives.

Shasta Abbey, Throssel Hole Priory, and Tassajara Zen Monastery (for a certain time), to
name three.

I show "strong and growing" thusly: The Soto Zen Buddhist Association, an organization
if priests in the US, has been showing a marked increase in membership over the past ten
years. Also, as chairperson of the American Zen Teachers Association's Membership
Committee, I've seen our membership grow substantially over the years. Rinzai Zen
priest teachers have especially increased, as have both Soto and Korean tradition priest-
teachers.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Carol on Sat May 22, 2010 7:56 pm

Thirty five years ago I was the "student" in a "teacher/student" relationship with a
Vipassana meditation teacher. I met this teacher at a meditation program he offered for
students in training at a psychology program.

I look back on the relationship and the person involved with fondness and good
memories. He was a lovely person. We were both unmarried consenting adults. I did not
feel taken advantage of or in any way manipulated or abused in or by the relationship.
The relationship was open, our friends and colleagues in our social circle and training
program knew about it.

I do believe there are a wide range of tricky circumstances that can come into play in
these kinds of relationships. But this relationship was remarkably free of projections and
power-imbalance, unlike some other relationships I had in my youth that were not with
teachers. I believe that circumstances alter cases, and that love appears where it does and
not where we might think it ought to.

Probably the relationship would not occur today, given the past 30 years or so of learning
about teacher/student relationships gone bad or causing trouble, scandal, and disruption
in the sangha. But I'm not in the least bit sorry for it, and in fact am very glad to have had
such a wholesome friend and lover at a time in my life when we were free to enjoy it.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by MattJ on Sat May 22, 2010 8:14 pm

I used to think this way. I don't anymore. One needs in part to separate the teaching from
the person. People fail, even Zen masters. Since embarking on this path, I have "sinned"
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in certain ways, but I have done so with full awareness of what I was doing. I can no
longer ignore or rationalize my wrongdoings away. The sun shines as brightly on the
sinner as it does the saint, and I think wakefulness is the same way. Being awake can help
one to become morally pure, but it does not guarantee it, just as a pleasant day does not
mean a day free from crime and violence.

Almost every major spiritual teacher has been accused of or admitted to some form of
wrongdoing: Chogyam Trungpa, Ramesh Balsekar, Krishnamurti, Muktananda, Osho,
Maezumi Roshi, Yogananda, Seung Sahn Soen Sa Nim, etc. For those willing to be
disabused on their notions, look up Stuart Lachs and his writings on abuses in Zen
centers.

Yet these people obviously had a level of spiritual realization.

Dan74 wrote:

All T have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic ethics, "a Zen
master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

I

http://zenanddao.blogspot.com/

MattJ

by Eco on Sat May 22, 2010 8:19 pm
Nonin wrote:

Eco wrote:

Nonin wrote:

There is a strong and growing priest and also monastic tradition in Western Zen.

Obviously there are Zen priests being trained etc in the West. Don't know how you could
show "strong and growing."

Can you list any Western Soto Zen monastic communities that require, for instance, that
the monastics be celibate? And I do not mean just during retreat intensives.

Shasta Abbey, Throssel Hole Priory, and Tassajara Zen Monastery (for a certain time), to
name three.

Basically the OBC from what I can gather. Is that it?

I show "strong and growing" thusly...
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You have already said, show means show the actual numbers or some kind of
documentation. This doesn't pertain to the topic however so please don't bother.
Eco

by genkaku on Sat May 22, 2010 9:57 pm
Matt: Yet these people obviously had a level of spiritual realization.
And you know this ("obviously") how?

Dan74 wrote:All I have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic
ethics, "a Zen master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

Dan -- It certainly is to be hoped. And certainly at the same time that various groups can
beat the drum for "a lineage all the way back to Shakyamuni Buddha," there are
frequently specific or implied virtues and a certain uprightness that is implied within
'transmission' and the like.

Teachers sometimes exemplify such characteristics even as students long for those
qualities and rely on them ... someone that stands as a role model and wise
consort...someone who will nudge and inspire us. Such, in one sense, is the nature of Zen
training.

But it is also the nature of Zen training to stand, like a growing child, on our own two
feet. Sons and daughters do not somehow magically erase the parents who raised them,
but they do learn to walk on their own path and in so doing, become the 'Zen master' they
may have revered in the past.

Not quite sure what I am saying here. [ am not saying "caveat emptor," though that's not a
bad idea. I think like you that without some basis in moral and honest behavior, Zen
masters become like wonderful cars that are missing their tires -- they ain't goin' nowhere,
no matter how shiny they look.

genkaku

by Nonin on Sat May 22, 2010 9:58 pm

Eco wrote:

Nonin wrote:

Eco wrote:

Nonin wrote:

There is a strong and growing priest and also monastic tradition in Western Zen.
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Obviously there are Zen priests being trained etc in the West. Don't know how you could
show "strong and growing."

Can you list any Western Soto Zen monastic communities that require, for instance, that
the monastics be celibate? And I do not mean just during retreat intensives.

Shasta Abbey, Throssel Hole Priory, and Tassajara Zen Monastery (for a certain time), to
name three.

Basically the OBC from what I can gather. s that it?
I show "strong and growing" thusly...

You have already said, show means show the actual numbers or some kind of
documentation. This doesn't pertain to the topic however so please don't bother.

You asked questions; I answered them. You don't like my answers, so ask someone else.
Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

by Dan74 on Sat May 22, 2010 10:05 pm

Eco wrote:

All T have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic ethics, "a Zen
master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

You are suggesting that because of their indiscretions, teachers like Dainin Katagiri
Roshi are not actually Zen masters?
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I have no idea of the indiscretions of Katagiri Roshi and whether they were breaches of
basic ethics or mistakes of a more subtle kind.

From the evidence at hand, what I said was more applicable to Eido Shimano.

Dan74

by Nonin on Sat May 22, 2010 10:53 pm

I don't know if it's clear to all of us or not that the allegations about Eido Shimano are
more than fifteen years old and that many of Eido's students, current and past, say that
there have been no new allegations since, so it seems as if he changed his behavior. Part
of the reasons for this may have been the work behind the scenes by members of the
American Zen Teachers Association, but I can't be sure. I didn't become active with the
group until just after this issue was addressed.

One priest who's been working with Eido for the past fifteen years tells me that he's not
seen nor heard of any sexual misconduct for those fifteen years.

We all have karmic baggage that we are working out. It seems that Eido Shimano has
been working on his, as I have been working on mine. His past behavior is not excusable
in my view, and no one that [ know of is currently denying it, although Eido and some
sangha members did deny it when it first occurred many years ago. However, all of us
can and sometimes do change. Eido's past behavior has created many adverse karmic
consequences for him and for his sangha, and he and they are living the consequences
right into the present day.

Also, one of Eido's long-term students regards the latest round of postings on the internet
as nothing more than "sanctimonious vilification." Most of it has been circulated by
Stuart Lachs, who was a long-term student of a teacher whose sangha exploded as the
result of the teacher's sexual misconduct. Stuart has put a great deal of effort over the past
years in trying to discredit not only specific Zen teachers but also the dharma
transmission process itself. I don't even bother to read what Stuart writes anymore
because he has too many personal axes to grind. Another person behind the recent
internet postings has had a running feud with Eido and his sangha for many years over a
variety of issues. I know the person, and I wouldn't trust what he says on this issue.

I have no idea why Robert Aitken is bringing this issue up again at this time. As I said
earlier, the events described in the letters that have been released and posted on the
internet and the subsequent postings discussing them describe events that are over fifteen
years old.

Another of Eido's long term students writes: It makes more sense "to look at our present
generation's teacher-student relationships with a keen eye rather than reaching into the
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past to point accusatory fingers at our Asian teachers." I wholeheartedly agree, and |
would add that it would also serve us all well to point those fingers at ourselves and take
a good look at our behavior in all areas, not only sexual misconduct but also pointing
fingers at and judging others.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Dan74 on Sat May 22,2010 11:09 pm

Another of Eido's long term students writes: It makes more sense "to look at our present
generation's teacher-student relationships with a keen eye rather than reaching into the
past to point accusatory fingers at our Asian teachers." I wholeheartedly agree, and |
would add that it would also serve us all well to point those fingers at ourselves and take
a good look at our behavior in all areas, not only sexual misconduct but also pointing
fingers at and judging others.

Amen.
N

Dan74

by Carol on Sat May 22,2010 11:16 pm

Dan74 wrote:

Another of Eido's long term students writes: It makes more sense "to look at our present
generation's teacher-student relationships with a keen eye rather than reaching into the
past to point accusatory fingers at our Asian teachers." I wholeheartedly agree, and |
would add that it would also serve us all well to point those fingers at ourselves and take
a good look at our behavior in all areas, not only sexual misconduct but also pointing
fingers at and judging others.
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Amen.
I
Amen, again.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by genkaku on Sun May 23, 2010 2:35 am

Nonin: I don't know if'it's clear to all of us or not that the allegations about Eido Shimano
are more than fifteen years old and that many of Eido's students, current and past, say that
there have been no new allegations since, so it seems as if he changed his behavior.

Genjo Marinello, a Dharma heir of Eido Shimano, commented here :

This news is 15 years old. Having worked with Eido Shimano Roshi these last 15 years
and having not seen nor heard of any misconduct in this time, I can only conclude he
changed his alleged behavior some time ago, perhaps because of the the confrontations
made to him above.

Published on 2010-04-10

Yes, it's 15 years old. Yes, people change their behavior. I guess we can forget about it
and focus on our 'deep samadhi' or something similar. Of course those who ached and
may continue to ache are not of any real concern. If they were, Mr. Shimano might have
issued a no-nonsense, full-frontal apology -- one that took personal responsibility for
what may (or may not) be 15 years old. I have never seen such an apology, then or now ...
but I suppose it's not necessary ... it's 15 years old after all.

In 2000, 27 years after founder Yasutani Roshi's death, the Sanbo Kyodan order issued an
apology for Yasutani's statements and actions during WWII -- a time when many
Buddhists took a stand behind the politically extreme, nationalistic and discriminatory
approaches of the Japanese government. It was 27 years after the fact ... and I suppose
Sanbo Kyodan might just as easily have forgotten about it... much as the Turks might
forget about the killing of Armenians, as the Russians might forget the slaughter at
Katyn, the Catholic Church's sometimes hopeful attitude towards its victimized
parishioners ... etc.,etc., etc.
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In citing these historical cases, I am not trying to elevate Eido Shimano's actions or
failures to act to some cosmic level. As the original post pointed out, there are situations
that Zen students face that are not entirely pleasant or laudable and those unpleasant
events sometimes begin at what might be called "the top." History teaches us that
forgetting is a sometimes-pleasant medium through which to view our hopes and beliefs.
Historians may be willing to forget, but I think Zen students forget at their peril.
Vilification is not the point. Clarity about the tableau of our good effort is. Responsibility
is a pivotal point in our practice ... the kind of responsibility that can apologize for what
deserves an honest apology and, yes, revise behavior.

Stuart Lachs, like the Rev. Nonin, has an axe to grind. But, like the Rev. Nonin, he does
it with care and with sometimes pungent reminders. I see nothing wrong with grinding an
axe that could probably use a little grinding if it is not to become rusty and smug.

Well ... it's 15 years old and I guess the whole discussion can be laid to rest by the
passage of time. I'm sure those who felt or may continue to feel the sting will understand.
But in the same way a Zen student would be ill-advised to forget what happened 15 years
ago in his or her own life, so I think Zen students would be ill-advised to gloss over or
grow too comfortable about or ignor the roots -- all of the roots -- that grow the tree. We
all harm others from time to time, sometimes quite badly. We are lucky if we can not just
revise our behavior but also stand up four-square for our responsibilities in whatever
time. I did this or that in all its gory particulars and ... I am sorry.

On the other hand, I suppose we could all emulate the fictional commentator Emily
Litella (comedienne Gilda Radner) who was so often heard saying, "Oh well, never
mind!"

genkaku

by Nonin on Sun May 23, 2010 3:00 am
genkaku,

The sting that you feel is yours, no one else's, and you alone are responsible for what you
are carrying. Eido Shimano is no longer stinging you. Take responsibility for your pain
and own it. If you still are carrying the sting of events fifteen years old, you need to work
them out, either on your own -- through zazen and other spiritual practices such as metta
meditation -- or with the help of a mental health professional.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by genkaku on Sun May 23, 2010 3:05 am
Nonin -- You are right.

I hope that is enough for you.
genkaku

by christopher::: on Sun May 23, 2010 5:11 am
This discussion had been dormant until genkaku posted a link to Aitken Roshi's blog...

genkaku wrote:
Received in email today: Robert Aitken Roshi's open letter to Eido Tai Shimano

So, while yes this is "old news" 1 do think genkaku's points concerning the role of formal
apologies in situations such as this is relevant and important, something that many are
concerned with...

As others have mentioned American Zen has made great strides in regards to bringing
sexual misconduct out of the darkness and into the light, but it's far from being a resolved
issue.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Eco on Sun May 23, 2010 5:26 am

christopher::: wrote:
This discussion had been dormant until genkaku posted a link to Aitken Roshi's blog...

genkaku wrote:
Received in email today: Robert Aitken Roshi's open letter to Eido Tai Shimano
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So, while yes this is "old news" 1 do think genkaku's points concerning the role of formal
apologies in situations such as this is relevant and important, something that many are
concerned with...

As others have mentioned American Zen has made great strides in regards to bringing
sexual misconduct out of the darkness and into the light, but it's far from being a resolved
issue.

Dear Christopher:::

This issue will be resolved if we take responsibility for our feelings as Nonin suggests
and own them.
Eco

by Carol on Sun May 23, 2010 5:36 am
Relevant to this discussion ... from the Avatamsaka Sutra

Great enlightening beings give their bodies to those who come ask for them; when they
give, they engender a humble mind, a mind like the earth, a mind enduring all suffering
without changing or wavering, a mind to serve sentient beings tirelessly, a mind
regarding all sentient beings like a benevolent mother, turning over all their virtues to
them, a mind of forgiveness for the various impositions and aggressions of ignorant evil
beings, and rest on the foundations of goodness, diligently performing service (Book
Twenty-Five: Ten Dedications: p. 608).

This isn't talking about someone else, it's talking about you and me ... those of us on the
Bodhisattva Path, although we have not fully realized or actualized it, this is the way the
Sutra teaches us to follow.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers
by christopher::: on Sun May 23, 2010 5:54 am
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Excellent point, Carol. Though, unfortunately, the karmic consequences of failure to fully
actualize and live these ideals seems to be greater for those who take responsibility to
teach and transmit them to others...

As Rev. Nonin pointed out....

Nonin wrote:
Eido's past behavior has created many adverse karmic consequences for him and for his
sangha, and he and they are living the consequences right into the present day.

Also, one of Eido's long-term students regards the latest round of postings on the internet
as nothing more than "sanctimonious vilification." Most of it has been circulated by
Stuart Lachs, who was a long-term student of a teacher whose sangha exploded as the
result of the teacher's sexual misconduct. Stuart has put a great deal of effort over the past
years in trying to discredit not only specific Zen teachers but also the dharma
transmission process itself...

Teachers such as Aitken Roshi and long-term practitioners like genkaku and Stuart Lachs
who continue to bring these issues to our attention should be thanked, imo, not pushed
aside or blamed as messengers.

BUT (as you, Eco, Rev Nonin and others also point out) in the end it also comes back to
our own actions, our own challenges to forgive others, let go of the past, live the Dharma,
move in tune with the Way...

Both perspectives have validity. Quite a Paradox..!

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~
christopher:::

Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers

by Carol on Sun May 23, 2010 6:19 am

christopher::: wrote:

Excellent point, Carol. Though, unfortunately, the karmic consequences of failure to fully
actualize and live these ideals seems to be greater for those who take responsibility to
teach and transmit them to others...

Chris, There aren't any ifs, ands, or buts about it. The teaching is for us to realize and
actualize -- when it is most difficult is when it is most important, most transformative,

and with the greatest potential for healing ourselves and others.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,



and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by christopher::: on Sun May 23, 2010 6:26 am

Yes. This is so.
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~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by Nonin on Sun May 23,2010 2:31 pm

genkaku wrote:
Nonin -- You are right.

I hope that is enough for you.

No, that's not my concern. My concern, and hope, is that you see your way through your

suffering in a positive way. It never helps to blame others and try to make them
responsible for the continuation of suffering. You are the only one who can end it.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,

USA
http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

Top

by christopher::: on Sun May 23, 2010 2:40 pm
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Nonin wrote:

No, that's not my concern. My concern, and hope, is that you see your way through your
suffering in a positive way. It never helps to blame others and try to make them
responsible for the continuation of suffering. You are the only one who can end it.

Hi Rev. Nonin. Perhaps i'm alone here on this, but the above seems to be saying
something different then the below...

Nonin wrote:
Eido's past behavior has created many adverse karmic consequences for him and for his
sangha, and he and they are living the consequences right into the present day.

Also, one of Eido's long-term students regards the latest round of postings on the internet
as nothing more than "sanctimonious vilification." Most of it has been circulated by
Stuart Lachs, who was a long-term student of a teacher whose sangha exploded as the
result of the teacher's sexual misconduct. Stuart has put a great deal of effort over the past
years in trying to discredit not only specific Zen teachers but also the dharma
transmission process itself...

Are not beings often linked in karmic relationships, with responsibilities being shared? I
have taken genkaku and Stuart's writing as giving voice to others who are not speaking
up. And all of them connected with the teachers who's behavior "created" these adverse

karmic consequences...

If we should not blame others (in this case, the teachers) how can we blame genkaku, or
stuart, for the suffering that has been experienced?

Last edited by christopher::: on Sun May 23, 2010 2:53 pm, edited 1 time in total.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Dan74 on Sun May 23, 2010 2:53 pm

genkaku wrote:

Responsibility is a pivotal point in our practice ... the kind of responsibility that can
apologize for what deserves an honest apology and, yes, revise behavior.

This (and the rest of the post) made me rethink my earlier response.

It is all too easy to wish something away or relegate it to the gripes of the pathologically
disgruntled.
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I know that when I see a shade of the tyrant in my old man, very painful old and half-
forgotten feelings come flooding in and it takes a lot of effort to keep them at bay.

The man has mostly changed, but he has never truly acknowledged the hurt he caused.
Never really understood it either. Sure I've made many steps and healed as much as I
could heal, certainly enough for his shadow not to loom large over my life. But an
acknowledgment would've been nice. For all of us.

The biggest step was when I realized how much I could do. But we are not islands onto
ourselves. And though zazen, metta and counseling can all do wonders, it takes two
people to patch up. Two people to lay the old pain to rest. So I am not sure we can
conveniently close the door on the past. Apologies have their place and for a good reason
too.

/.

Dan74

by MattJ on Sun May 23, 2010 3:55 pm

Initially, the same way a non-athlete knows a good basketball player when they see one.
Later, the way an amateur basketball player sees a pro.

genkaku wrote:
Matt: Yet these people obviously had a level of spiritual realization.

And you know this ("obviously") how?
http://zenanddao.blogspot.com/

MattJ

by Carol on Sun May 23, 2010 4:06 pm

Dan74 wrote:

genkaku wrote:

Responsibility is a pivotal point in our practice ... the kind of responsibility that can
apologize for what deserves an honest apology and, yes, revise behavior.

This (and the rest of the post) made me rethink my earlier response.

It is all too easy to wish something away or relegate it to the gripes of the pathologically
disgruntled.
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I know that when I see a shade of the tyrant in my old man, very painful old and half-
forgotten feelings come flooding in and it takes a lot of effort to keep them at bay.

The man has mostly changed, but he has never truly acknowledged the hurt he caused.
Never really understood it either. Sure I've made many steps and healed as much as I
could heal, certainly enough for his shadow not to loom large over my life. But an
acknowledgment would've been nice. For all of us.

The biggest step was when I realized how much I could do. But we are not islands onto
ourselves. And though zazen, metta and counseling can all do wonders, it takes two
people to patch up. Two people to lay the old pain to rest. So I am not sure we can
conveniently close the door on the past. Apologies have their place and for a good reason
too.

/.

I wasn't free until I quit longing for an apology or understanding from my mother. At
some point, after many years of work on it, I let it go (or it let go of me). Compassion and
forgiveness then arose for my mother and me together -- both of us and the karmic dance
we had done together. Strange things happened after that. My mother appeared to be
healing and forgiving me for the pain I had caused her. We never talked about it. But on
her deathbed she said to me, "I love you. I don't know what happened." It was more than
enough. And I believe she died in peace.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by Dan74 on Sun May 23,2010 4:24 pm

Carol,

I can identify with most of what you wrote (except the death of a parent).

There is a lot of letting go. But in my experience (with these and other matters like deep
relationships), both people have to make certain steps for the situation to be resolved

completely. And by completely I mean, no residue, complete healing. Sometimes these
old wounds can lie dormant or manifest in a completely different way.
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Now that [ am a father, the situation with my old man seems to have entered a new turn
of the spiral. Perhaps there is more healing to come.

In any case, I do think there is room for apology. Our government apologised for taking
Aboriginal children away from their families, a tragedy that is more than 30 years old.
People were elated that their suffering was finally acknowledged. It created a lot of good
will.

An apology is a way of acknowledging the suffering of another. It validates the suffering
that we often doubt the cause and the nature of. It brings it out into the open, into the
shared space where it can heal for good.

We know the healing power of apology, so as much as it is clear that all of us can (and
do) work on these issues, I say it is fair enough to ask of people who are supposedly
spiritual beacons, to acknowledge past misdeed and make amends.

MattJ wrote:

I used to think this way. I don't anymore. One needs in part to separate the teaching from
the person. People fail, even Zen masters. Since embarking on this path, I have "sinned"
in certain ways, but I have done so with full awareness of what I was doing. I can no
longer ignore or rationalize my wrongdoings away. The sun shines as brightly on the
sinner as it does the saint, and I think wakefulness is the same way. Being awake can help
one to become morally pure, but it does not guarantee it, just as a pleasant day does not
mean a day free from crime and violence.

Almost every major spiritual teacher has been accused of or admitted to some form of
wrongdoing: Chogyam Trungpa, Ramesh Balsekar, Krishnamurti, Muktananda, Osho,
Maezumi Roshi, Yogananda, Seung Sahn Soen Sa Nim, etc. For those willing to be
disabused on their notions, look up Stuart Lachs and his writings on abuses in Zen
centers.

Yet these people obviously had a level of spiritual realization.

Dan74 wrote:

All T have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic ethics, "a Zen
master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

I

I think we have very different understanding of what being awake means. To me, it is not
just increased awareness. Being awake to me means having seen through the delusion
that sustains the separate self and its desires.

For the names that you have listed there have been and continue to be many more who
lived their lives blamelessly and shared compassion with many beings. As for these
teachers, [ wouldn't judge them. I just wouldn't call them "Zen masters."
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/.

Dan74

by partofit22 on Sun May 23, 2010 4:31 pm

for some, change is not enough- an apology, in words, for some reason offers more than
righted action for some people- but the fact of the matter is that even after an apology is
given past pain continues to rise up- yet for some reason after an apology is given it
seems to be believed that the cause or blame of the pain is transmitted to self- simply
because someone said "sorry"- weird- it's very strange what people choose to drag to their
last days, like others old bones- most especially when every opportunity is given for them
to forgive and drag nothing at all other than their own old bones- weird-

partofit22

by Eco on Sun May 23, 2010 6:08 pm

Dan74 wrote:

Eco wrote:

All T have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic ethics, "a Zen
master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

You are suggesting that because of their indiscretions, teachers like Dainin Katagiri
Roshi are not actually Zen masters?

I have no idea of the indiscretions of Katagiri Roshi and whether they were breaches of
basic ethics or mistakes of a more subtle kind.

From the evidence at hand, what I said was more applicable to Eido Shimano.
Is it a matter of degrees then? Make one, "huge mistake," as Nonin discribes it, and
Dainin Katagiri Roshi is still a Zen master. Make several huge mistakes and he is not a

Zen master?
Eco

by So-on Mann on Sun May 23,2010 8:52 pm

Shoshaku jushaku!
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I guess it's about Praxis. Zen priests can master the teachings, but don't always embody
them and act accordingly. When they're not acting in accordance with the dharma, they
are an empty shel. Yet they can be filled up again with the Dharma through repentance.

But even with repentance, sange, one still must pay the Piper.

I do find it sad that Shimano has not been fully held accountable for his actions. There are
karmic repercussions nevertheless.

Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in

truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by Jok Hae on Sun May 23, 2010 8:59 pm

So-on Mann wrote:
Shoshaku jushaku!

I guess it's about Praxis. Zen priests can master the teachings, but don't always embody
them and act accordingly. When they're not acting in accordance with the dharma, they
are an empty shel. Yet they can be filled up again with the Dharma through repentance.

But even with repentance, sange, one still must pay the Piper.

I do find it sad that Shimano has not been fully held accountable for his actions. There are
karmic repercussions nevertheless.

I had suspected that all along.

An apology, given the evidence, is certainly warranted. I wonder though, about the
legalities of it all. I hate be overly practical, but an apology might be construed as a legal
admission of guilt, and therefore open himself and possibly many others to legal action.

Sometimes life isn't so simple, I suppose.

Keith
You make, you get

Jok Hae

by Carol on Sun May 23, 2010 9:12 pm
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Dan74 wrote:
Now that I am a father, the situation with my old man seems to have entered a new turn
of the spiral. Perhaps there is more healing to come.

I had to work at my own baggage a loooooooooooong time, including 3 years of my
mother and I not speaking, so don't give up. It was such a blessing when it let go of me,
but I was 40 and had gone through divorce & being a parent of teenagers! That was a big
source of insight into my mother's troubles.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by So-on Mann on Sun May 23,2010 9:42 pm

an apology might be construed as a legal admission of guilt, and therefore open himself
and possibly many others to legal action.

True, but who knows if he has taken sange in a private setting. Having said that, with
sincerity comes the willingness to take one's lumps.

Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in
truth it is you.

So-on Mann
Global Moderator

by Jok Hae on Sun May 23,2010 10:11 pm
So-on Mann wrote:
an apology might be construed as a legal admission of guilt, and therefore open himself

and possibly many others to legal action.

True, but who knows if he has taken sange in a private setting. Having said that, with
sincerity comes the willingness to take one's lumps.

Indeed, I am sure there is lot that we don't know. It's a sad situation.
You make, you get

Jok Hae
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by Eco on Sun May 23, 2010 10:30 pm

When they're not acting in accordance with the dharma, they are an empty shel.

When someone is not acting in accordance with the teachings or religion of the Buddha
they are an empty shell? I hope you are kidding, there are other religions in the word.

You should not rate others by their adherence to your belief system.
Eco

by partofit22 on Mon May 24, 2010 3:48 am
this gets me to thinking if forgiveness comes with conditions- conditions that come with
lumps- and who decides the severity of those blows? and what if those blows cause more

harm than good? what if they draw blood?
partofit22

by Christopher on Tue May 25, 2010 1:11 pm
genkaku, you need [...] the help of a mental health professional.
Well that provided my morning chuckle!

Christopher

by Anders Honore on Tue May 25, 2010 1:34 pm

Dan74 wrote:

All T have a problem with is calling someone who hasn't mastered basic ethics, "a Zen
master." Just like I wouldn't call someone who hasn't mastered calculus, "a
mathematician." If that makes me judgmental, then so be it.

I'm fine with people changing for the better and second chances.

What I find a bit problematic about sich situations is the logic of it that often seems to
say:
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A. This guy is screwing his students over (literally or metaphorically). Ergo, he's not a
real Zen master as this is plain unethical and 'Zen master' and 'unethical' don't go
together.

B. Screwer of students then repents.

C. Said screwer should now be allowed to 'go back' to being a Zen master as we shouldn't
dwell on the past.

What I find strange about this is that obviously this such a person wasn't a qualified Zen
master in the first place, having not learned the basics of morality before he started
teaching. Are we to assume that having corrected this huge/minor error, all the other stuff
is of course completely kosher Zen teaching? Does it work that way, that we can really
believe that 'apart from the depraved morality, this guy knew what he was talking about?'

Personally I'd find it more trustworthy if such a person actually stopped teaching for a
while to get his act together as a whole and maybe genuinely qualify as a Zen teacher for
the first time.

Of course this doesn't apply to Shimano as he never publically repented, but I've seen this
pattern in other cases like it.

gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by Dan74 on Tue May 25, 2010 1:47 pm
I agree but I think it goes further.

The few local Zen practitioners I've spoken with seem to separate enlightenment and
ethics altogether. One put it this way:

Q: "What happens if an arsehole gets enlightened?"
A: "You get an enlightened arsehole."

Well while I can't say that my anus sees much light of day, I kind get the whiff that
enlightenment (and hence being a "Zen master") means different things to different
people. Always has. Maybe that's where the problem lies.

/.
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Dan74

by Linda Anderson on Tue May 25, 2010 5:24 pm

Dan74 wrote:
I agree but I think it goes further.

The few local Zen practitioners I've spoken with seem to separate enlightenment and
ethics altogether. One put it this way:

Q: "What happens if an arsehole gets enlightened?"
A: "You get an enlightened arsehole."

Well while I can't say that my anus sees much light of day, I kind get the whiff that
enlightenment (and hence being a "Zen master") means different things to different
people. Always has. Maybe that's where the problem lies.

/.

Isn't that the rub, enlightenment, so called- hate the word, connects one to one's natural
essence... be that a saint or a sinner... to all possibility. Some of us carry difficult and
illegal or violent patterning which is not generally seen in spiritual leaders. People of
heart recognize that harm can be done, thus ethics are established.

What feels icky to me is the energy of punishment and shaming... take a break, bad
boy/girl. Are we brave enough to live with the human condition, not push it away in
defense. Actually, I've never seen it, but [ dream... sitting together with what is.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by partofit22 on Tue May 25, 2010 8:37 pm

a cat walked across the backyard today- when it did, birds and squirrels cried out- 1
assume due to its bad reputation- maybe it shouldn't have been born or reborn a cat until
it was clawless-
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partofit22

by bukowski on Tue May 25, 2010 9:09 pm
Hi all.

Interesting debate. I think Anders raised a good point, that 1 would like elaborate on from
a slightly different perspective.

I'm a dad, and to be a good dad i believe it's important to be a good person.

Good person = good parent so to speak.

I remember from my own parents that how they behaved had a much bigger impact upon
me than how they told me to behave.

Of course 1, just like my parents screw up and make mistakes. Their are a whole host of
reasons for my failings, with ego and intolerance being high on the list.

However, if 1 can accept my failings as both the dad and the person that 1 want to be, say
sorry to my little boy, gain a little humility and honesty, and try not to make the same
mistakes again then their is still hope that 1 can do a good job for and with my son.

The only way to fully decide who is a worthwhile master, teacher, leader etc.. is to see
how they deal with screwing up.

Everyone screws up. What we do after we screw up is the key.

Zen master or road sweeper are irrelevant titles in this respect. How we get back up after
we have fallen down denotes the strength of our character and the depth of our
understanding.

Metta, bukowski.

"All descriptions of reality are limited expressions of the world. Yet we attach to the

descriptions and think they are reality. This is a mistake."Shunryu Suzuki.

bukowski

by Nonin on Tue May 25, 2010 10:42 pm
bukowski wrote:
The only way to fully decide who is a worthwhile master, teacher, leader etc.. is to see

how they deal with screwing up.

Everyone screws up. What we do after we screw up is the key.
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Zen master or road sweeper are irrelevant titles in this respect. How we get back up after
we have fallen down denotes the strength of our character and the depth of our
understanding.

Nice, bukowski. This says it all.
Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
Global Moderator

Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers
by christopher::: on Wed May 26, 2010 12:35 am

I could be wrong, but it seems like this topic is being kept alive here (and in the larger
Zen community) because there has been no resolution, probably because no clear
mechanism for resolution exists presently.

When sexual misconduct occured in the San Francisco Zen Community the teacher
(Robert Baker Roshi) was asked to step down by community members. There have since
been processes and procedures for dealing with teacher misconduct put into place by Soto
Zen organizations. Rev. Nonin described these in detail many months ago.

Is this what 1s lacking within Rinzai Zen? Robert Aitkin Roshi is part of the Sanbo
Kyodan school, as such seems powerless to do anything beyond what he has done which
is make his private letters and correspondances known and issue public statements such
as he did a few weeks ago.

Stuart Lachs and Adam (genkaku) are simply sharing what Aitkin Roshi has made public.
But everyone seems to be powerless to do anything, all waiting for Shimano sensei to
speak up, which he hasn't.

Please correct me if wrong, but if Shimano sensei were a Soto priest, or a Theravadan
ajahn, there would have been efforts made to have him disrobe and give up his position
long ago, no?
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~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers
by Nonin on Wed May 26, 2010 12:51 am

christopher::: wrote:

I could be wrong, but it seems like this topic is being kept alive here (and in the larger
Zen community) because there has been no resolution, probably because no clear
mechanism for resolution exists presently.

When sexual misconduct occured in the San Francisco Zen Community the teacher
(Robert Baker Roshi) was asked to step down by community members. There have since
been processes and procedures for dealing with teacher misconduct put into place by Soto
Zen organizations. Rev. Nonin described these in detail many months ago.

Is this what 1s lacking within Rinzai Zen? Robert Aitkin Roshi is part of the Sanbo
Kyodan school, as such seems powerless to do anything beyond what he has done which
is make his private letters and correspondances known and issue public statements such
as he did a few weeks ago.

Stuart Lachs and Adam (genkaku) are simply sharing what Aitkin Roshi has made public.
But everyone seems to be powerless to do anything, all waiting for Shimano sensei to
speak up, which he hasn't.

Please correct me if wrong, but if Shimano sensei were a Soto priest, or a Theravadan
ajahn, there would have been efforts made to have him disrobe and give up his position
long ago, no?

Eido Shimano has spoken for the past fifteen years. He's been teaching the dharma,
building a strong lay and ordained sangha, maintaining a vibrant monastery, ordaining
priests, transmitting them, and, as far as I and his closest disciples know, has changed the
behavior that got him in trouble so many years ago. In other words, he has kept his nose
clean as regards sexual relationships with students. If Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and
Adam cannot let this go after so many years, it's their problem.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA
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http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by genkaku on Wed May 26, 2010 1:40 am

If Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and Adam cannot let this go after so many years, it's their
problem.

Nonin -- [ freely acknowledge my complicity -- my problem, which is far from simply
black or white in my mind -- in this matter.

But as I acknowledge my complicity and the fact that my problem does not toe the
establishment mark, I wonder to what extent you might as well be willing to
acknowledge your complicity as regards the people who have been wounded.

Don't worry. I'm not holding my breath.

Yes, these matters are all in the past and the past cannot be grasped or resurrected. But to

separate past and present strikes me as too facile by half.
genkaku

by christopher::: on Wed May 26, 2010 3:11 am

I don't see how pointing the finger of blame at genkaku, lachs, aitken roshi or rev. nonin
does any good. Probably most of us here could do with a bit of therapy and counseling.
At the very least it might be worth reading up a bit on dysfunctional family/group
systems, codependency, sex addiction and related factors....
http://www.hopelinks.net/addiction/family/roles.html

As Rev. Nonin said a few days ago...

Nonin wrote:

"Eido's past behavior has created many adverse karmic consequences for him and for his
sangha, and he and they are living the consequences right into the present day..."

Yep.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by Huifeng on Wed May 26, 2010 4:21 am

bukowski wrote:
Hi all.

Interesting debate. I think Anders raised a good point, that 1 would like elaborate on from
a slightly different perspective.

I'm a dad, and to be a good dad i believe it's important to be a good person.

Good person = good parent so to speak.

I remember from my own parents that how they behaved had a much bigger impact upon
me than how they told me to behave.

Of course 1, just like my parents screw up and make mistakes. Their are a whole host of
reasons for my failings, with ego and intolerance being high on the list.

However, if 1 can accept my failings as both the dad and the person that 1 want to be, say
sorry to my little boy, gain a little humility and honesty, and try not to make the same
mistakes again then their is still hope that 1 can do a good job for and with my son.

The only way to fully decide who is a worthwhile master, teacher, leader etc.. is to see
how they deal with screwing up.

Everyone screws up. What we do after we screw up is the key.

Zen master or road sweeper are irrelevant titles in this respect. How we get back up after
we have fallen down denotes the strength of our character and the depth of our
understanding.

Metta, bukowski.

Nice post, Master Daddy!

Bhiksu & Mahayana bodhisattva ordination by Ven Master Hsing Yun (22 KAM) (et al)
of Foguang Shan Monastery ({#76LLSF) Taiwan, Qixia (#288) branch of the Linji Chan
lineage (EF/518E5=). http://www.fgs.org.tw Blog:
http://wisdom.buddhistdoor.com/huifeng/

Huifeng
Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers
by Anders Honore on Wed May 26, 2010 10:10 am

Nonin wrote:
christopher::: wrote:
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I could be wrong, but it seems like this topic is being kept alive here (and in the larger
Zen community) because there has been no resolution, probably because no clear
mechanism for resolution exists presently.

When sexual misconduct occured in the San Francisco Zen Community the teacher
(Robert Baker Roshi) was asked to step down by community members. There have since
been processes and procedures for dealing with teacher misconduct put into place by Soto
Zen organizations. Rev. Nonin described these in detail many months ago.

Is this what 1s lacking within Rinzai Zen? Robert Aitkin Roshi is part of the Sanbo
Kyodan school, as such seems powerless to do anything beyond what he has done which
is make his private letters and correspondances known and issue public statements such
as he did a few weeks ago.

Stuart Lachs and Adam (genkaku) are simply sharing what Aitkin Roshi has made public.
But everyone seems to be powerless to do anything, all waiting for Shimano sensei to
speak up, which he hasn't.

Please correct me if wrong, but if Shimano sensei were a Soto priest, or a Theravadan
ajahn, there would have been efforts made to have him disrobe and give up his position
long ago, no?

Eido Shimano has spoken for the past fifteen years. He's been teaching the dharma,
building a strong lay and ordained sangha, maintaining a vibrant monastery, ordaining
priests, transmitting them, and, as far as I and his closest disciples know, has changed the
behavior that got him in trouble so many years ago. In other words, he has kept his nose
clean as regards sexual relationships with students. If Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and
Adam cannot let this go after so many years, it's their problem.

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin

In other words, apart from the depraved sexual morality, Shimano was always a bona-
fide Zen master?

I am not trying to be pushy, but I can't help but think that this pov expresses what Dan
formulated quite succinctly: When an asshole gets enlightened, you get an enlightened
asshole.

Is morality simply an adjunct to proper realisation (ie, the kind of awakening that would
qualify one as a Zen master) that needs to be tacked on to the Zen master package
because it's needed, or should we assume that such a degree realisation does in fact come
with a certain sense of morality?
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Shimano may have been 'keeping his nose clean' for the past 15 years, but is what he is
transmitting any different now than before? Has keeping his nose clean instantly made
him 'more realised' for him to teach others, or was he, apart from the fact that he abused
students, just as realised beforehand?

Those are the questions I think would merit being adressed if someone is going to
approve of Shimano.

gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by Anders Honore on Wed May 26, 2010 10:12 am

Linda Anderson wrote:

What feels icky to me is the energy of punishment and shaming... take a break, bad
boy/girl. Are we brave enough to live with the human condition, not push it away in
defense. Actually, I've never seen it, but [ dream... sitting together with what is.

Linda

It's not a question of punishment for me, as much as a question of 'was he ever qualified
to teach if he was doing this stuff?’

Obviously, the blind shouldn't be leading the blind.
gouooodooouogougougod
My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore
Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers
by Christopher on Wed May 26, 2010 10:41 am

christopher::: wrote:
there would have been efforts made to have him disrobe

I gather that not too much effort would have been required.
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Christopher

Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers

by genkaku on Wed May 26, 2010 11:04 am
Christopher wrote:

christopher::: wrote:

there would have been efforts made to have him disrobe

I gather that not too much effort would have been required.

genkaku

by Nonin on Wed May 26, 2010 12:00 pm
genkaku wrote:
If Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and Adam cannot let this go after so many years, it's their

problem.

Nonin -- [ freely acknowledge my complicity -- my problem, which is far from simply
black or white in my mind -- in this matter.

But as I acknowledge my complicity and the fact that my problem does not toe the
establishment mark, I wonder to what extent you might as well be willing to
acknowledge your complicity as regards the people who have been wounded.

People who are wounded need to heal their wounds, and if they can't do it by themselves
they need to get some help. If zazen, metta practice, and other practices don't do it for
them, I suggest that they seek professional help from a good counselor or therapist.
Blaming others for our problems only compounds suffering.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org
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Nonin

by partofit22 on Wed May 26, 2010 12:27 pm

that's what 1 was thinking- trying to heal someone elses wound for them only seems to
continue the hurt-

1 don't know any of these women personally, but if i forgave someone for wrong conduct
and someone else continued to try to heal my wound

for me by continuing to pour salt in it so they could look like a hero i'd be mighty pissed
off-

partofit22

by genkaku on Wed May 26, 2010 12:49 pm

To the extent that the issue only revolves around sexual engagements, I agree with your
suggestion, partofit.
genkaku

by Dan74 on Wed May 26, 2010 12:50 pm

Nonin wrote:

genkaku wrote:

If Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and Adam cannot let this go after so many years, it's their
problem.

Nonin -- [ freely acknowledge my complicity -- my problem, which is far from simply
black or white in my mind -- in this matter.

But as I acknowledge my complicity and the fact that my problem does not toe the
establishment mark, I wonder to what extent you might as well be willing to
acknowledge your complicity as regards the people who have been wounded.

People who are wounded need to heal their wounds, and if they can't do it by themselves
they need to get some help. If zazen, metta practice, and other practices don't do it for
them, I suggest that they seek professional help from a good counselor or therapist.

Blaming others for our problems only compounds suffering.

Hands palm-to-palm,
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Nonin

In other words it has nothing to do with the perpetrator? It is a totally internal affair - just
up to the "wounded" to get over it. Probably was just up to the wounded to get wounded
in the first place. "Mind is the forerunner", right?

Of course if the mind is untrammeled, empty and free where can the wound reside?

Is anyone here like this?

Speak! Speak!

For my part, it is perhaps more useful to show some compassion and understanding for
the suffering rather than barricade oneself behind a position, but I may be missing the
point here. There may be things unsaid, politics or other intentions that are not really
clear.

Maybe some light can be shed on this?

/.

Dan74

by partofit22 on Wed May 26, 2010 2:16 pm

Dan74 wrote:

Nonin wrote:

genkaku wrote:

If Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and Adam cannot let this go after so many years, it's their
problem.

Nonin -- [ freely acknowledge my complicity -- my problem, which is far from simply
black or white in my mind -- in this matter.

But as I acknowledge my complicity and the fact that my problem does not toe the
establishment mark, I wonder to what extent you might as well be willing to
acknowledge your complicity as regards the people who have been wounded.

People who are wounded need to heal their wounds, and if they can't do it by themselves
they need to get some help. If zazen, metta practice, and other practices don't do it for

them, I suggest that they seek professional help from a good counselor or therapist.

Blaming others for our problems only compounds suffering.
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Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin

In other words it has nothing to do with the perpetrator? It is a totally internal affair - just
up to the "wounded" to get over it. Probably was just up to the wounded to get wounded
in the first place. "Mind is the forerunner", right?

Of course if the mind is untrammeled, empty and free where can the wound reside?
Is anyone here like this?
Speak! Speak!

For my part, it is perhaps more useful to show some compassion and understanding for
the suffering rather than barricade oneself behind a position, but I may be missing the
point here. There may be things unsaid, politics or other intentions that are not really
clear.

Maybe some light can be shed on this?
N

dan, my dad was an asshole- one day he just up and dropped dead from an aneurysm- for
as relieved as 1 felt that the pain of his existence

would no longer continue 1 continue to miss him- he put his bad foot forward as many
times as he didn't- 1 forgave him even though he couldn't forgive himself- one time my
brother grabbed him by the neck and slid him up a wall and told him that if he laid
another hand on me in bad temper as he had been that he would kill him- the barricade of
his position as parent was broken and transferred to me- and the man never hit me again-
1 was rescued- but at what cost? they barely ever spoke after that- they never worked out
their indifference- they hated each other more than they previously did- and till this day 1
still wonder if my brother protected me out of love or if he acted upon his hatred for our
dad- 1 say that because he continues to venomously hate the man as if our father's body
were still in motion distributing blows-

1 can think of many terrible things that can happen to person in life- having sex with a
confused zen master who eventually learned to take a shining to the precepts instead of
sex isn't one of them- somewhere in one of these posts on this forum carol's mom said
something like

""1 don't know what happened""- personally, 1 don't think it gets any more clarifying,
heartfelt or forgiving than that- people here use the term it isn't my concern what others
do but evidently it is or this thread wouldn't exist-

partofit22
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by Dan74 on Wed May 26, 2010 2:34 pm

On the subject of fathers, there is this from our former contributor rev kobutsu:

Kobutsu wrote:

I was blessed with a domineering, mean spirited father who never once gave me a
complement. He also taught me how not to raise my kids. My oldest son was born at a
Zen Monastery, he became a Rinzai Monk. My younger son did not go that route, he
works as an electrician. They both have loving hearts and provided me with the
opportunity to practice unconditional love and respect.

I bow to my father, I bow to my sons.
I am truly blessed,

Kobutsu

But of course all of this is

Dan74

Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers
by goddess on Wed May 26, 2010 3:19 pm

Anders Honore wrote:
In other words, apart from the depraved sexual morality, Shimano was always a bona-
fide Zen master?

I am not trying to be pushy, but I can't help but think that this pov expresses what Dan
formulated quite succinctly: When an asshole gets enlightened, you get an enlightened
asshole.

Is morality simply an adjunct to proper realisation (ie, the kind of awakening that would
qualify one as a Zen master) that needs to be tacked on to the Zen master package
because it's needed, or should we assume that such a degree realisation does in fact come
with a certain sense of morality?

Shimano may have been 'keeping his nose clean' for the past 15 years, but is what he is
transmitting any different now than before? Has keeping his nose clean instantly made
him 'more realised' for him to teach others, or was he, apart from the fact that he abused
students, just as realised beforehand?
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Those are the questions I think would merit being adressed if someone is going to
approve of Shimano.

I thought I would just give my opinion in response to this Anders.
There are a few pieces which I would try to articulate and they are difficult to say.

The first is that there are no innocent victims. That is to say that the women manifested
this situation. Probably to show that they were playing out victim roles in the situation
and so they have an opportunity to clear it. But that is an educated guess. When you have
victim consciousness, you manifest tyrants. When you have a tyranical consciousness
you manifest victims. I have witnessed this process many times in my life as I face it all
and let it burn away and don't make it real, people like this disappear out of my life. For
example my mother who was very difficult for me has apparently transformed but not for
my sisters. It is like having an immune system. I would imagine in these lecherous old
teachers (who by the way I find totally repulsive) if they are awake, that from their point
of view they are giving this person an opportunity and that all the stuff is their stuff.

Secondly I personally I would not take it for granted that someone who is know as a
master is awake. If the person is known to be awake and does not say it, the first question
from the student should surely be, 'Are you awake?' If the answer is no and you want an
awakened teacher then move on. I think that would save a lot of suffering. If it is
embarrassing for the teacher then the teacher is dubious. That isn't to say that many on
their way teachers are not of great value.

Lastly is this. I'll relate my own experience here .... | once had a temporary experience
where all the veils were lifted and I experienced my consciousness as non dual and there
was no sense of an individual in here. What I noticed was that my old ego was still
present in the form of thoughts which would arise. I simply had perfect discernment and
could say oh that's that old ego of mine and then choose. I could see the structure of this
world perfectly and the weirdest part was that when I closed my eyes it was light instead
of dark!! While this was a temporary experience in my case I have considered if some
people have this experience. In other words awakened awareness or whatever but they
have not made everything conscious. What happened to me was ai went to visit my father
and something got me unawares and I next thing I was back on this old side! So it is
possible that if an awakened teacher could possibly not have completed the work of
making their entire ego conscious and so something cropped up, they lost mindfulness
and it is gone. A loss of mindfullness in this state would automatically lead to a fall back
into the unawake state. So they say the buddha was perfectly enlightened but maybe this
guy wasn't. What is clear to me also is that some of the most unconscious pieces are on
the other side of the gender divide, so it is not suprising that he slipped up here.

As for him still having students and being respected. Well that is really a reflection of his
students and those who respect him. It seems highly likely to me that his students find
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sexual misconduct of this sort ok. Either to hide their own pain and victimhood or to
cover over their own misconduct and tyranny.
goddess

by Nonin on Wed May 26, 2010 5:45 pm

Dan74 wrote:

Nonin wrote:

People who are wounded need to heal their wounds, and if they can't do it by themselves
they need to get some help. If zazen, metta practice, and other practices don't do it for
them, I suggest that they seek professional help from a good counselor or therapist.
Blaming others for our problems only compounds suffering.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

In other words it has nothing to do with the perpetrator? It is a totally internal affair - just
up to the "wounded" to get over it. Probably was just up to the wounded to get wounded
in the first place. "Mind is the forerunner", right?

Of course if the mind is untrammeled, empty and free where can the wound reside?

Is anyone here like this?

Speak! Speak!

For my part, it is perhaps more useful to show some compassion and understanding for
the suffering rather than barricade oneself behind a position, but I may be missing the
point here. There may be things unsaid, politics or other intentions that are not really
clear.

Maybe some light can be shed on this?

e

Dan,

No one in this thread has condoned or excused Eido Shimano's past behavior.
Organizationally, it wasn't handled properly at the time at either of the places where the

alleged misconduct occurred.

You said:
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"In other words it has nothing to do with the perpetrator? It is a totally internal affair -
just up to the wounded to get over it."

No one here has said anything like this. The organization has a responsibility to deal with
sexual misconduct issues when they arise. It is the organization's responsibility to
investigate the matter, to discipline the wrongdoer, and to see that whoever is "wounded"
is helped to heal.

You also said:

"For my part, it is perhaps more useful to show some compassion and understanding for
the suffering rather than barricade oneself behind a position, but I may be missing the
point here."

If you go through the posts on this thread, you'll find that no one is showing a lack of
compassion and understanding of anyone's suffering. Also, If you read our temple's ethics
statement, you'll find that it stems from compassion and from an understanding of the
suffering that sexual misconduct, and other kinds of misconduct, can cause.

You are missing the point here, which is: What good does it do at this point in time to re-
hash events from fifteen years ago? Things are the way they are, and it's up to all of us to
deal with things as they are. If someone is carrying ill-will, hard feelings, or whatever
from events fifteen years past, he or she has to deal with them, and if an apology never
came or is not forthcoming, he or she has to deal with that. If Zen practice (zazen, metta
practice, pastoral counseling, etc.) has not helped the person move on, seeing a counselor
or therapist is in order. Some psychological issues need the kind of help provided by a
professional. Many of us who teach Zen recommend this kind of help when necessary.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by partofit22 on Wed May 26, 2010 5:52 pm

genkaku wrote:
To the extent that the issue only revolves around sexual engagements, I agree with your
suggestion, partofit.
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adam, have you considered visiting with with mr shimano alone to speak with him face to
face?
partofit22

by genkaku on Wed May 26, 2010 7:19 pm

partofit22 wrote:

genkaku wrote:

To the extent that the issue only revolves around sexual engagements, I agree with your
suggestion, partofit.

adam, have you considered visiting with with mr shimano alone to speak with him face to
face?

Partofit -- This is an utterly reasonable and utterly intelligent and utterly cogent and
utterly sound suggestion. And you will pardon me if it also made me laugh out loud.
Neville Chamberlain, the former British prime minister, comes inescapably to mind.

The laundry list of people who tried this in the past is truly extensive...

each with good will, each convinced that a loving discussion would solve and settle
things, each supportive and bearing no ill-will, some with considerable Zen 'rank,' some
with none at all. What about the women? What about the money? What about the
sangha?

It is all in the long-ago and faraway -- 15 years old as various people point out. And yet
this morning, out of the blue, I got a note from someone I do not know -- no doubt
another vindictive fool who lacks understanding of the True Dharma -- suggesting
without detail that things were not at all so old ... as if 'old' were the arbiter of cogent
concern.

Moderator's note:
I have removed 2nd-hand anonymous quotations. This is a serious matter, and ZFI
administration requires that serious charges be presented in a credible manner by persons

who are identified.

Carol
genkaku

by genkaku on Wed May 26, 2010 8:33 pm
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Thanks Carol. I was about to do the same, though for different reasons.
genkaku

by partofit22 on Wed May 26, 2010 8:56 pm

genkaku wrote:

partofit22 wrote:

genkaku wrote:

To the extent that the issue only revolves around sexual engagements, I agree with your
suggestion, partofit.

adam, have you considered visiting with with mr shimano alone to speak with him face to
face?

Partofit -- This is an utterly reasonable and utterly intelligent and utterly cogent and
utterly sound suggestion. And you will pardon me if it also made me laugh out loud.
Neville Chamberlain, the former British prime minister, comes inescapably to mind.

The laundry list of people who tried this in the past is truly extensive...

each with good will, each convinced that a loving discussion would solve and settle
things, each supportive and bearing no ill-will, some with considerable Zen 'rank,' some
with none at all. What about the women? What about the money? What about the
sangha?

It is all in the long-ago and faraway -- 15 years old as various people point out. And yet
this morning, out of the blue, I got a note from someone I do not know -- no doubt
another vindictive fool who lacks understanding of the True Dharma -- suggesting
without detail that things were not at all so old ... as if 'old' were the arbiter of cogent
concern.

adam, i'm happy 1 provided you with a laugh ...

but ...

1 wasn't asking about other's laundry lists or failed attempts- i asked if "you" considered
visiting the man -- and you didn't answer ...

"What about the women? What about the money? What about the sangha?" no, what
about you? 1 think my question was fair-

either yes or no-

1 know you have said that you like chocolate and do not like anchovies- 1 do not know if
you eat chocolate or do not eat anchovies-

1 don't know for a fact that you've ever tried either- especially the anchovies ... but i could
assume ...

partofit22
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by genkaku on Wed May 26, 2010 9:24 pm

Yes is the answer, partofit. And that visit was part of the impetus for the letter I later
wrote and (much later) posted on my blog.
genkaku

by So-on Mann on Wed May 26, 2010 11:13 pm

The first is that there are no innocent victims. That is to say that the women manifested
this situation.

Again, goddess this is your opinion and does not represent the Buddhist view on cause
and effect. This is something more like "The Secret."

Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in
truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by christopher::: on Thu May 27, 2010 12:29 am

So-on Mann wrote:
The first is that there are no innocent victims. That is to say that the women manifested
this situation.

Again, goddess this is your opinion and does not represent the Buddhist view on cause
and effect. This is something more like "The Secret."

There's concern that some magical thinking of this sort may exist within the various
schools of Buddhism as well...

"The idealization inherent in the terms "dharma transmission," "roshi" and "monk," has
contributed to the problems we have experienced in American Zen. By the very nature of
the roles the student ascribes to the titles, he routinely gives trust to the teacher that he
would not give to anyone else. This trust is often quite complete and natural, because the
wearing of the robes traditionally signifies the turning away from selfish motivations, the
vow to save all sentient beings and not to inflict harm. To an observer not familiar with
this type of religious practice, the extent to which a student surrenders can appear
astonishing. Many people accept this kind of trust in spiritual practice, but it leads to
problems when the teacher is not emotionally mature or disciplined enough to assume the
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responsibility for guiding students. Though the teacher may have some level of
attainment, it is too often far from the idealized view of the student or from that promoted
by the Zen institutions. "In the Ch'an tradition, the rhetoric maintains that each
transmission is perfect, each successor is the spiritual equivalent of his predecessor... the
primary feature is its participatory nature; to receive certification of enlightenment from a
Ch'an/Zen master is to join the succession of patriarchs and enter into dynamic
communion with the sages of ancient times. One either belonged within the lineage of
enlightened masters or not; there is no in-between category i.e. 'almost enlightened' or

"

'rather like a master"".

In Zen, one can identify a two-fold process, looking-in and looking-out. Looking-in
includes the process of meditation; looking-out includes taking the teacher as a model for
living and as an inspiration for practice. As is common in Gnostic-type religious practice,
the teacher in Zen is the final arbiter of reality. Not only does the teacher judge the
student's level of insight/wisdom, but, for closer students at the least, will often comment
and judge on every aspect of the disciple's daily life. However, as we have seen, there is
often a serious disparity between the student ' s view of the teacher and the teacher's
actual life. The students don't hold the teacher to any standard of conduct not merely
because they feel they themselves lack the authority to make such judgments about the
teacher. They also fear that criticisms which undermine the teacher's authority would cast
doubts on the value of their years of practice under that teacher. Some have also come to
feel protective of immature Zen institutions in the United States, and hesitate to
contribute to the damage that public scandal could cause. Others fear their own rise to a
position of teacher would be jeopardized."

~Stuart Lachs
Coming Down From the Zen Clouds

Of course, we shouldn't accept a view such as this uncritically. Lachs and others who
criticize the institutions of Zen may simply have an axe to grind...

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Carol on Thu May 27, 2010 1:33 am

christopher::: wrote:
Of course, we shouldn't accept a view such as this uncritically. Lachs and others who
criticize the institutions of Zen may simply have an axe to grind...

No doubt some who have been disappointed or hurt do have axes to grind. That's human
nature. Doesn't mean they don't have legitimate complaints too.
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As I see it, a few high profile Zen scandals brought to light the fact that Zen teachers are
not "enlightened", and put that whole mythos into doubt. A very good thing, IMO. That
means we can practice Zen with more realistic expectations, more humility, and more
compassion for the transgressions of all of us.

I do think we're very fortunate in this country that these high profile scandals brought
about a lot of discussion (that doesn't take place in Japan or China) and that we're much
the better for it. The codes of ethics and procedures that have become quite widespread
here in the US are a very good thing.

While I don't minimize the hurt and betrayal that people feel when their teacher(s) fall off
their pedestals, I think the worst sexual misconduct I've heard of in Buddhism recently is
the refusal of the Thai monks to permit nuns/Bhikhunis to be ordained. Good for the
Aussie renegade who has broken ranks and gone ahead and done it. But he's been
"excommunicated" for it, so it may be awhile before this deepy entrenched misogyny
changes.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by christopher::: on Thu May 27, 2010 3:23 am
Hi Carol,

Yes, the attitude of Thai Theravadan leaders toward female nuns/bhikhunis is shocking,
especially from a modern Western point of view.

Concerning Shimano roshi one might wonder why Stuart Lachs, Robert Aitken roshi,
Adam (genkaku) and others are still so concerned. From one perspective (as given by
Rev. Nonin), action was taken and Shimano roshi has changed his behavior. Isn't that
enough?

I guess it all comes down to issues of trust and mistrust. Since the Aitken-Shimano letters
were shared in May of 2009 many of those who had contact with and knew Shimano
personally seem concerned that he has never publicly made a statement, has not stepped
down or been asked to disrobe. He's still in control, in NY, still in a position of power and
influence, the people around him (who say everything is fine now don't worry) he has
selected himself.
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This causes many to still be concerned, not only for the mental health of women who
have been harmed in the past but for the very health and credibility of Shimano's NY Zen
sangha and lineage. To transmit the dharma, to ordain clergy, one needs to have mastered
the dharma to a great extent, embody the dharma, no? A Roshi doesn't need to be fully
enlightened but if they are actually less enlightened then the average Joe on the street,
what are they transmitting?

Unfortunately many of the same social and institutional mechanisms which serve to
transmit the dharma can instead (or simultaneously) pass on dysfunction...

Many of us here experienced a "virtual" taste of sangha dysfunction over at the "grey
forum." These experiences led to the formation of E-sangha Watch, a website and effort
many here have supported.

As 1 see it, ex-students and colleauges of Shimano roshi who have made information
about his past public and continue to seek his removal are doing something similar, and
should be commended, not told to "drop" the issue.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 5:10 am

genkaku wrote:
Yes is the answer, partofit. And that visit was part of the impetus for the letter I later
wrote and (much later) posted on my blog.

thank you, adam-

if 1 understand you correctly "Yes is the answer, partofit." means you considered visiting
mr shimano and "And that visit was part of the impetus for the letter I later wrote and
(much later) posted on my blog.[/quote]" means you did pay him a visit- did he speak to
you when you did? i read your letter as carefully as i'm able- but i didn't read anywhere in
it that you visited with mr shimano face to face to discuss with him the feelings you
expressed in your letter- 1 could have missed

it, and if 1 did 1 would appreciate you pointing it out to me- you made references to
people standing outside his door but 1 couldn't figure out if they actually stood outside his
door waiting to speak to him or if you placed them there metaphorically- i couldn't tell-
partofit22

by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 5:28 am
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christopher::: wrote:
Hi Carol,

Yes, the attitude of Thai Theravadan leaders toward female nuns/bhikhunis is shocking,
especially from a modern Western point of view.

Concerning Shimano roshi one might wonder why Stuart Lachs, Robert Aitken roshi,
Adam (genkaku) and others are still so concerned. From one perspective (as given by
Rev. Nonin), action was taken and Shimano roshi has changed his behavior. Isn't that
enough?

I guess it all comes down to issues of trust and mistrust. Since the Aitken-Shimano letters
were shared in May of 2009 many of those who had contact with and knew Shimano
personally seem concerned that he has never publicly made a statement, has not stepped
down or been asked to disrobe. He's still in control, in NY, still in a position of power and
influence, the people around him (who say everything is fine now don't worry) he has
selected himself.

This causes many to still be concerned, not only for the mental health of women who
have been harmed in the past but for the very health and credibility of Shimano's NY Zen
sangha and lineage. To transmit the dharma, to ordain clergy, one needs to have mastered
the dharma to a great extent, embody the dharma, no? A Roshi doesn't need to be fully
enlightened but if they are actually less enlightened then the average Joe on the street,
what are they transmitting?

Unfortunately many of the same social and institutional mechanisms which serve to
transmit the dharma can instead (or simultaneously) pass on dysfunction...

Many of us here experienced a "virtual" taste of sangha dysfunction over at the "grey
forum." These experiences led to the formation of E-sangha Watch, a website and effort
many here have supported.

As 1 see it, ex-students and colleauges of Shimano roshi who have made information
about his past public and continue to seek his removal are doing something similar, and
should be commended, not told to "drop" the issue.

if mr shimano never makes a public statement or is removed before his death, what will

those who seek his removal and statement be commended for after he dies?
partofit22

by Carol on Thu May 27, 2010 6:16 am

christopher::: wrote:
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As 1 see it, ex-students and colleauges of Shimano roshi who have made information
about his past public and continue to seek his removal are doing something similar, and
should be commended, not told to "drop" the issue.

AS I see it, it's usually best not to tell other people what to do or not to do. Sometimes,
someone asks for help or calls out for it in some way, then some advice may or may not
be helpful or appreciated. Otherwise, I try to respect peoples' judgment and process even
when I disagree.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers
by christopher::: on Thu May 27, 2010 7:05 am

Hi Carol & partofit22,

Apologies... itt probably wasn't clear, 1 was speaking specifically in regards to the advice
given by Rev. Nonin one page back, that Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and Adam should
"let go of this" and if they can't it's "their problem."

Nonin wrote:

Eido Shimano has spoken for the past fifteen years. He's been teaching the dharma,
building a strong lay and ordained sangha, maintaining a vibrant monastery, ordaining
priests, transmitting them, and, as far as I and his closest disciples know, has changed the
behavior that got him in trouble so many years ago. In other words, he has kept his nose
clean as regards sexual relationships with students. If Robert Aitken, Stuart Lachs, and
Adam cannot let this go after so many years, it's their problem.

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin

But you do make a good point, Carol, that even when we disagree with others we should
be careful about telling them what they should or shouldn't do.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by goddess on Thu May 27, 2010 8:48 am

It is perfectly possible to have let go of something, an inner situation and then still to take
action in the world for the sake of all beings. It is completely erroneous to think that
people who continue with certain actions have problems. And even if there is an axe to
grind, personally I have never come across an invalid axe. Even if the person is all
hooked up in it and not entirely clear there is always a seed of truth. One of the biggest
problems in the world today is all the invalidation of other peoples pain. It makes people
feel like they are loopy, when they are actually perfectly sane. This is one of the things
that happens regularly to women in a partriarchy so I for one am delighted with the men
who are prepared to say that abusive men are jerks, be they spiritual teachers or
otherwise. My feeling is that someone who seeks out a teacher with a record like this (if
they are male) likes to have their misguided entitlement reinforced and if they are female
they are in denial about the pain that they feel.

I just read Adam's blog, the guy sounds like a total creep. I find the current institutions
appalling for upholding this kind of thing and it's not just zen. Every single traditional
institution on this planet is infused with this kind of crap. Actually if you have some
wisdom, it makes a mockery of them and shows you exactly what to avoid. It strips all
robes and titles of their validity, which is sad because some people with robes are cool.
On the other hand I'll never forget the monk who said to me 'l like patriarchy'. I think he
was theravadin but look how they behave, look at this ex-communication issue with is it
Ajhan Brahm? I would think anyone still upholding the institution in any way would be
blocking their own enlightenment.

I love this simple truth from G's blog, a quote from one of the women:

“Personally, I found his (your) seductions very distracting and jarring during the first
Kessei...I wonder now if I would not have been a better student in the long run without
it. ... And last year (1978) during my second stay at Dai Bosatsu, it hurt me that he treated
me very distantly for quite a while. When he warmed up, it became sexual again. That
kind of either/or situation made it very difficult for me (or, I would think, any woman)"

Isn't this an archetypal women's story, in this sorry fallen state in which we live?

Anyway some time back I read about the 'shambala war' in some obscure thesis. It
seemed to refer to a time when the dharma as in Truth would be separated from the BS.
Personally I think we are living this now. It is time to step into our own authority and
make choices based on Truth and not rely on some tradition because a lot of others do. It
is an abdication of personal responsibility.

christopher::: wrote:
In Zen, one can identify a two-fold process, looking-in and looking-out. Looking-in

includes the process of meditation; looking-out includes taking the teacher as a model for
living and as an inspiration for practice. As is common in Gnostic-type religious practice,
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the teacher in Zen is the final arbiter of reality. Not only does the teacher judge the
student's level of insight/wisdom, but, for closer students at the least, will often comment
and judge on every aspect of the disciple's daily life. However, as we have seen, there is
often a serious disparity between the student ' s view of the teacher and the teacher's
actual life. The students don't hold the teacher to any standard of conduct not merely
because they feel they themselves lack the authority to make such judgments about the
teacher. They also fear that criticisms which undermine the teacher's authority would cast
doubts on the value of their years of practice under that teacher. Some have also come to
feel protective of immature Zen institutions in the United States, and hesitate to
contribute to the damage that public scandal could cause. Others fear their own rise to a
position of teacher would be jeopardized."

~Stuart Lachs
Coming Down From the Zen Clouds

[/quote]

isn't pulling in all the projections of authority an integral part of waking up? Not to
mention an excellent thing to do for the world, for the benefit of all beings.

And back onto the tpoic of clearing up the mess between men and women .... I really like
the renegade Tibetan buddhist monk here... Michael Roshi. I think he is holding the clear
light for this whole situation. (BTW he is also probably one of the world experts on
magic as it has been loosly defined in this thread... just read his translation of 'the
diamond cutter') Of course people don't like him, he threatens the power of the
institution.

goddess

by Anders Honore on Thu May 27, 2010 9:53 am

goddess wrote:

And back onto the tpoic of clearing up the mess between men and women .... I really like
the renegade Tibetan buddhist monk here... Michael Roshi. I think he is holding the clear
light for this whole situation. (BTW he is also probably one of the world experts on
magic as it has been loosly defined in this thread... just read his translation of 'the
diamond cutter') Of course people don't like him, he threatens the power of the
institution.

Sorry, this guy?

Really, there's just no way someone who has taken vows of celibacy should be in a sexual
relationship and claim that he is still a fully and validly ordained bhikshu. And that's
besides the exceedingly weird stuff he says about Buddhism & Christianity. He really is
as crazy as a bag of spanners.
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It's not that he threatens the power of the institution. He's free to do what he wants really.
People don't like him because he clearly breaks with the precepts of the institution he
professes to be a part of, yet still makes claim to all the perks of being associated with it.
If he wants to do his own thing, he should just go ahead and call it his own thing. But he's
not.

gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by goddess on Thu May 27, 2010 10:34 am

I don't think he has a sexual relationship. It is a celibate partnership as far as I know but
hey I could be wrong.
goddess

by Anders Honore on Thu May 27, 2010 1:49 pm

goddess wrote:
I don't think he has a sexual relationship. It is a celibate partnership as far as I know but
hey I could be wrong.

It's definitely not celibate. There wouldn't be a fuzz otherwise. This is one of his claims:
That as an irreversible Bodhisattva, he can 'take a consort' (ie, have crazy tantric sex with
his gal, or 4 of them as seems to be the case now) without defeating his ordination vows.

Which of course, no one else agrees with. So no else but himself and his followers
recognise him as a bhikshu anymore.

gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore
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by Dan74 on Thu May 27, 2010 1:53 pm

Yeah... the pitfalls are many and varied. But luckily for us they are a danger only to those
who actually walk the path.

Those of us who are already in a rut, don't face much danger in falling further!

Dan74

by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 1:56 pm

is there some kind of vatican type of thing overseeing the branch that mr shimano
practices? some kind of head person(s) or board or panel of people that have the authority
to remove him? were any of the women mr shimano seduced married or in other types of
monogamous relationships? did any of the sexual encounters involve minors? were any
of the women raped? was anything he did with the women punishable by law? did these
women know each other? did any of them have sex with mr shimano on the same day,
during the same week, month or year? did any of them exchange information of their
sexual encounters with mr shimano with each other? if they did, did they continue to have
sex with him anyway? how is it that such things could happen yet the man remains
untouchable? what exactly is it that is keeping him from being removed especially if it's
hinted that such encounters continue? has anyone ever organized a group to picket with
"sexual predator inside" type signs outside his temple? what would happen if he were
caught in the act?

partofit22

by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 1:59 pm

Dan74 wrote:

Yeah... the pitfalls are many and varied. But luckily for us they are a danger only to those
who actually walk the path.

Those of us who are already in a rut, don't face much danger in falling further!

ha! how far is down, dan?! it's the stuck part that seems more like luck ...
partofit22

by Seigen on Thu May 27, 2010 2:07 pm
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From the office of the Dalai Lama, requesting that Michael Roach not appear (found here
http://www.diamond-cutter.org/dalai-lama-office/dalai-lama-office-denounce.html) :

We have gone through your long explanation but still do not support your coming to
Dharmsala. If you have reached the path of seeing, as you claim in your letter, you should
then be able show extraordinary powers and perform miracles like the Siddhas of the
past. Only then will the followers of Tibetan Buddhists be able to believe and accept your
claims.

Otherwise, as His Holiness the Dalai Lama is the Spiritual and Temporal leader of Tibet
having responsibility over the welfare of Tibetan Buddhism many have often complained
to Him that He should be strict with those who are not adhering to the general norms of
discipline according to our tradition. And your coming to Dharmsala will be seen by
many as His Holiness condoning your behavior and practice.

It does seem that in this case the Dalai Lama is looking beyond a suspected broken vow
of celibacy and sees egregious behavior overall. I recall a video, however, of the pair
describing the intimacy of their celibate life as lived in what is basically a shared tent. It
may be that the writer of the letter from the Dalai Lama's office has seen this video too,
and in their knowledge of humanity expect that if this celibate arrangement is true, then
Michael Roach "should then be able show extraordinary powers and perform miracles
like the Siddhas of the past." Who knows.

But what this brings to light for me is that those who present such distorted thought and
egregious action as Michael Roach are shunned by those who are protecting
Buddhadharma. This does not need to be official, people can plant the red flags in the
ground, as the website referred to is clearly doing, in order to protect others from
misinformation, deceit, manipulation and abuse. In no way do I see the efforts of others
to expose egregious action as efforts that are selfish, misguided and immature.

It is true that people can change, but it is also true that we are not just talking about
individuals but lineages here, a lineage does carry forward the voice and actions of its
teachers, and in the comments to Genkaku's website post is concern expressed about the
behavior of another from this lineage - "the apple never falls far from the tree." I take this
very seriously.

Last edited by Seigen on Thu May 27, 2010 2:20 pm, edited 1 time in total.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen
Global Moderator

by Anders Honore on Thu May 27, 2010 2:15 pm

Seigen wrote:
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It may be that the letter from the Dalai Lama's office has seen this video too, and in their
knowledge of humanity expect that if this celibate arrangement is true, then Michael
Roach "should then be able show extraordinary powers and perform miracles like the
Siddhas of the past." Who knows.

That's the claim that's made of those who engage in tantric sex and are actually getting
more than laid from it. Ie, they "should then be able show extraordinary powers and
perform miracles like the Siddhas of the past." Not of those who 'merely' sleep under the
same roof as a member of the opposite sex and miracoulously remain celibate.

He's definitely engaging in tantric practices (=sex). That's what it means to 'take a
consort' and that's why he's claiming that it's not really a defeat because he's an
irreversible bodhisattva on the 8th bhumi (and on his way to Buddhahood; that's why he's
stopped shaving his head and started wearing jewels too).
gouooodooouogougougod

My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by christopher::: on Thu May 27, 2010 2:30 pm

partofit22 wrote:

is there some kind of vatican type of thing overseeing the branch that mr shimano
practices? some kind of head person(s) or board or panel of people that have the authority
to remove him? were any of the women mr shimano seduced married or in other types of
monogamous relationships? did any of the sexual encounters involve minors? were any
of the women raped? was anything he did with the women punishable by law? did these
women know each other? etc...

Were any of the women raped? It does not appear that anyone ever made that accusation,
but that he tried to seduce sangha women (in the 1960s) while they were hospitalized
after having psychological breakdowns sounds pretty close.... and... seems at the very
least to raise VERY serious concerns about his roshi and teacher credentials.

These letters (kept private until last year) also raise questions about the way Shimano's
situation was handled by the Zen "establishment" over the last 40 years. I think that's why

Aitkin Roshi released all this information last May....

See: The Aitken-Shimano letters
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You can also read genkaku's description of problems in the early 1980's here, as well as a
letter from a female student (posted in response) from 1993...

Genkaku's blog: Eido Tai Shimano
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by goddess on Thu May 27, 2010 2:46 pm

Anders Honore wrote:

goddess wrote:

I don't think he has a sexual relationship. It is a celibate partnership as far as I know but
hey I could be wrong.

It's definitely not celibate. There wouldn't be a fuzz otherwise. This is one of his claims:
That as an irreversible Bodhisattva, he can 'take a consort' (ie, have crazy tantric sex with
his gal, or 4 of them as seems to be the case now) without defeating his ordination vows.

Which of course, no one else agrees with. So no else but himself and his followers
recognise him as a bhikshu anymore.

oh ok, then it seems he might have stuffed it all up. I think for what I thought he was
doing to work, it would have to be celibate.

Seigen wrote:
From the office of the Dalai Lama, requesting that Michael Roach not appear (found here
http://www.diamond-cutter.org/dalai-lama-office/dalai-lama-office-denounce.html) :

We have gone through your long explanation but still do not support your coming to
Dharmsala. If you have reached the path of seeing, as you claim in your letter, you should
then be able show extraordinary powers and perform miracles like the Siddhas of the
past. Only then will the followers of Tibetan Buddhists be able to believe and accept your
claims.

Otherwise, as His Holiness the Dalai Lama is the Spiritual and Temporal leader of Tibet
having responsibility over the welfare of Tibetan Buddhism many have often complained
to Him that He should be strict with those who are not adhering to the general norms of
discipline according to our tradition. And your coming to Dharmsala will be seen by
many as His Holiness condoning your behavior and practice.

It does seem that in this case the Dalai Lama is looking beyond a suspected broken vow
of celibacy and sees egregious behavior overall. I recall a video, however, of the pair
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describing the intimacy of their celibate life as lived in what is basically a shared tent. It
may be that the writer of the letter from the Dalai Lama's office has seen this video too,
and in their knowledge of humanity expect that if this celibate arrangement is true, then
Michael Roach "should then be able show extraordinary powers and perform miracles
like the Siddhas of the past." Who knows.

But what this brings to light for me is that those who present such distorted thought and
egregious action as Michael Roach are shunned by those who are protecting
Buddhadharma. This does not need to be official, people can plant the red flags in the
ground, as the website referred to is clearly doing, in order to protect others from
misinformation, deceit, manipulation and abuse. In no way do I see the efforts of others
to expose egregious action as efforts that are selfish, misguided and immature.

It is true that people can change, but it is also true that we are not just talking about
individuals but lineages here, a lineage does carry forward the voice and actions of its
teachers, and in the comments to Genkaku's website post is concern expressed about the
behavior of another from this lineage - "the apple never falls far from the tree." I take this
very seriously.

Thanks for sharing this tidbit from the DL, because I would so like to find him
trustworthy and I just couldn't if he came forward with a kind of rules are rules statement.

Anyway it seems that there is confusion about whether MR is celibate or not. If he is
doing what he could be doing the miracles will manifest in due course. I'm sure we will
hear about it is due course.

Anyway sorry everyone for this little diversion off the main theme.
goddess

by Seigen on Thu May 27, 2010 2:55 pm

I hope that in the context of this thread this will not be seen as off topic, but I am struck
by the fact that a female teacher is involved in the Michael Roach controversy (I do
understand him to be disingenuous), and the politics surrounding this in a Tibetan
context. There have been strong women who have left Buddhism for this, strong female
teachers who have emerged from harmful relationships with a teacher, and there are
female teachers who remain in partnership with their own teachers, having to bust
through a cloud of confusion about their role and ability. This, pr from Diamond
Mountain, but still (from here - http://diamondmountain.org/roots/gettoknowus.html):

How did Christie become a lama? Are women allowed to become lamas?

The Tibetan word "lama," for over a thousand years, has referred to any senior spiritual
teacher, whether they are a man or woman, ordained or not ordained. Christie has
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completed studies under a number of major Buddhist teachers at Kopan Monastery in
Nepal; Sera Mey Tibetan Monastery; and the Asian Classics Institute of New York—as
well as obtaining a western degree in literature and philosophy at New York University.

She is one of the founders of Diamond Mountain University in the United States, and a
professor of ancient literature and philosophy. She has written a number of popular books
on Buddhist philosophy and yoga, including How Yoga Works and a new translation of
the ancient Sanskrit classic, The Yoga Sutra (Doubleday/Random House, 2005).

Christie's popular translations from ancient Sanskrit and Tibetan include other important
works by luminaries such as Master Nagarjuna (200 AD); Master Kamalashila (700 AD);
and His Holiness the First Panchen Lama (1567-1662). She teaches thousands of people
around the world every year during her speaking tours. (Left, Lama Christie delivers a
talk on spiritual partners to an audience of 1,000 at City Hall, Taipei)

Christie has over 150 regular senior students at Diamond Mountain. In September 2006, a
large group of them completed a special multi-year course of traditional Tibetan studies
under her guidance, and began training in what is called the "Diamond Way," sort of a
Tibetan post-graduate program. At this point, by Tibetan custom, the teacher has truly
earned the title of "lama"; and by a mutual consensus of Christie's own teachers, her
fellow professors, and her students, she became one of the first women to be awarded this
title.

Lama Christie has made an immense contribution towards the training of over 100 senior
female teachers within the WorldView umbrella of spiritual, educational, and service
organizations. Their achievement is especially significant when we consider the historical
position of women in Buddhist societies.

In the five centuries of the geshe degree, no woman in Tibet was ever allowed to
undertake these studies; in fact, very few women were even taught to read or write. Nuns,
by monastic requirement, were considered inferior to all monks. Of the 4,500 classical
works of the Buddhist canon, less than 10 were written by women; and among the many
thousands of major lamas produced in Tibet, less than 10 have been women.

The very word for "woman" in Tibetan is kye-men, or "inferior person." Lama Christie
and her WorldView colleagues have helped break down this barrier, as have a good
number of Tibetan monks and geshes who have come to the West to teach, and been
exposed to the idea of gender equality.

Last edited by Seigen on Thu May 27, 2010 3:10 pm, edited 2 times in total.
Sweetcake Enso

Seigen
Global Moderator
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by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 2:57 pm

Seigen wrote:

It is true that people can change, but it is also true that we are not just talking about
individuals but lineages here, a lineage does carry forward the voice and actions of its
teachers, and in the comments to Genkaku's website post is concern expressed about the
behavior of another from this lineage - "the apple never falls far from the tree." I take this
very seriously.

as a rule, the apple doesn't fall far from the tree- that's gravity- but what happens to that
apple after it falls is endless possibilities-
if that weren't true, change wouldn't take place-

1 support simple, responsibly placed straightforward warning signs, ones that are direct
without evasion-

or

if not placed properly, like next to the danger for example, they aren't very effective and
are cause for questions like "what hell?" "what ice?"-
partofit22

by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 3:18 pm

christopher::: wrote:

partofit22 wrote:

is there some kind of vatican type of thing overseeing the branch that mr shimano
practices? some kind of head person(s) or board or panel of people that have the authority
to remove him? were any of the women mr shimano seduced married or in other types of
monogamous relationships? did any of the sexual encounters involve minors? were any
of the women raped? was anything he did with the women punishable by law? did these
women know each other? etc...

Were any of the women raped? It does not appear that anyone ever made that accusation,
but that he tried to seduce sangha women (in the 1960s) while they were hospitalized
after having psychological breakdowns sounds pretty close.... and... seems at the very
least to raise VERY serious concerns about his roshi and teacher credentials.

These letters (kept private until last year) also raise questions about the way Shimano's
situation was handled by the Zen "establishment" over the last 40 years. I think that's why

Aitkin Roshi released all this information last May....

See: The Aitken-Shimano letters
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You can also read genkaku's description of problems in the early 1980's here, as well as a
letter from a female student (posted in response) from 1993...

Genkaku's blog: Eido Tai Shimano

nothing "sounds like" rape but rape itself- and trying to make anything but rape sound
like rape is accusation and misleading information-

is waiting 40 years to release information right action? do you think he didn't release the
info in his younger days due to fear of ramifications

to his living and practice? does his delay make it seem that he cared more about
protecting himself than others?

partofit22

by Seigen on Thu May 27, 2010 3:31 pm

re: apples falling and the tabloids:
http://www.nypost.com/pagesixmag/issues/20100211/Monk+y+Business+Controversial+
NY C+gurut+Michael+Roach

Last summer Christie left Geshe Michael for another man. Ian Thorson, a young student
who had once served as the couple's attendant and delivered them food and robes, had
come between them.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by christopher::: on Thu May 27, 2010 3:35 pm
partofit22 wrote:

nothing "sounds like" rape but rape itself- and trying to make anything but rape sound
like rape is accusation and misleading information-

I did not see anyone else use the word, so - 1 agree - 1 should not have made such an
assessment...

is waiting 40 years to release information right action? do you think he didn't release the
info in his younger days due to fear of ramifications

to his living and practice? does his delay make it seem that he cared more about
protecting himself than others?
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I don't know. You would have to ask Aitkin roshi, or someone who knows him those
questions...
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Seigen on Thu May 27, 2010 3:49 pm

partofit22 wrote:
nothing "sounds like" rape but rape itself- and trying to make anything but rape sound
like rape is accusation and misleading information-

Just a reminder, but many women my age remember all too well a time when there was
no such thing as date rape. This doesn't change your address to Christopher, exactly, but
it does place emphasis on how things do change.

Last edited by Seigen on Thu May 27, 2010 3:57 pm, edited 1 time in total.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by goddess on Thu May 27, 2010 3:54 pm

and there was that institutionalised rape thing ... conjugal rights!!!
goddess

by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 4:04 pm

christopher::: wrote:
partofit22 wrote:

nothing "sounds like" rape but rape itself- and trying to make anything but rape sound
like rape is accusation and misleading information-

I did not see anyone else use the word, so - 1 agree - 1 should not have made such an
assessment...

is waiting 40 years to release information right action? do you think he didn't release the
info in his younger days due to fear of ramifications

to his living and practice? does his delay make it seem that he cared more about
protecting himself than others?
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I don't know. You would have to ask Aitkin roshi, or someone who knows him those
questions...

1 don't know either- or any of the people involved- a lot can happen in 40 years- it seems
long enough for wounds to heal but maybe what these people are dealing with aren't
wounds but permanent damage that they've yet to adapt to- something about this ordeal
reminds me of the death sentence- how even though the person who committed the crime
dies it doesn't close the book for the survivors-

partofit22

by christopher::: on Thu May 27, 2010 4:17 pm

Which is i think what Rev. Nonin was getting at. Anyone still suffering from these
experiences needs to take care of themselves, see a therapist, focus on their own healing...
irrespective of Shimano roshi repenting, apologizing...

Just 1 think talking about it, making injustices known publicly, seeking community
acknowledgment of what happened, can also be a part of the healing process...

In the end though, if we don't forgive others, we only perpetuate our own suffering...
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 4:31 pm

Seigen wrote:

partofit22 wrote:

nothing "sounds like" rape but rape itself- and trying to make anything but rape sound
like rape is accusation and misleading information-

Just a reminder, but many women my age remember all too well a time when there was
no such thing as date rape. This doesn't change your address to Christopher, exactly, but
it does place emphasis on how things do change.

the date rape law is a change i'm thankful for- but considering christopher's post, about
the women, it doesn't reveal if mr shimano had sex with them when they were medicated-
also, he wasn't the one to medicate them, so 1 don't know how or if the date rape law
would address that situation had he had sex with them-

partofit22
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by partofit22 on Thu May 27, 2010 4:35 pm

christopher::: wrote:
In the end though, if we don't forgive others, we only perpetuate our own suffering...

seems we need to forgive ourselves as well ... or else continue to suffer ...
partofit22

by Carol on Thu May 27, 2010 6:21 pm

Whenever our happiness is dependent on someone else changing, we're in deep sh*t. This
is a practice issue of the first order.

In fact, the entire Zen lineage coming out of Japan is "suspect" for having supported
Japanese nationalist wars of aggression -- as Brian Victoria's book Zen at War clearly
documents. From what I have seen and read, there is no Buddhist sect or lineage that
when scrutinized carefully does not have its spots and stains.

What does this mean for our practice?

For those of us who actually practice Zen, what does this mean for our practice? How do
we respond when we see wrongdoing, or harm being done? Don't think good, don't think
evil, what is your original face before your parents were born? What does this mean in
practice?

It is deeply tempting to judge and condemn. Sex, especially, tempts us. The puritanical
and prurient impulses are stimulated. Witch hunts frequently ensue fueled by salacious
(delicious) rumor and innuendo (some of it true, some of it probably whipped up). Where
does it end? In an auto de fe?

Still, we are living in human society, and there are rules and boundaries we need to
maintain to keep good order and as much as possible to restrain ourselves, in our
delusions, from harming one another. What is sufficient? In this case what is sufficient?

I believe, but I could be wrong, there is only one body that could require Eido Roshi to
step down, and that is his lineage at Daitaku-ji in Japan (one of 14 independent Rinzai
branches in Japan). It is my understanding that Soen Nakagawa Roshi, who gave dharma
transmission to Eido Roshi, was appealed to and declined to act. He has been dead since
1984. Whether there is someone else who could do so now, I do not know.
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I've spent some time reading the website at The Zen Studies Society, and have read much
there that is inspiring. I believe even flawed vessels can point the way -- probably it has
mainly been flawed vessels pointing the way since the time of Shakyamuni. I'm grateful
for those who have done so, even or especially those who have done so despite their own
personal karmic entanglements (that's all of them!)

My friend David Chadwick (author of Crooked Cucumber, a biography of Suzuki Roshi)
has recently been visiting Richard Baker Roshi in Germany. He found much to admire
there, and he believes it's time for the folks at San Francisco Zen Center to "get over it"
too.

I'm reminded of the koan: "Why are perfectly enlightened bodhisattvas attached to the red
thread?" I just googled it and found this teisho by Subhana Barzaghi Roshi "Red Thread
Zen - the Tao of Love, Passion and Sex". There is much here to contemplate, to take us
deeper than our views and judgments and attachements to them, to a deeper place of
healing, insight and wisdom. That is my wish for all involved in this painful story, and
for all of us.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Nonin on Thu May 27, 2010 8:12 pm
Carol said:

I believe, but I could be wrong, there is only one body that could require Eido Roshi to
step down, and that is his lineage at Daitaku-ji in Japan (one of 14 independent Rinzai
branches in Japan). It is my understanding that Soen Nakagawa Roshi, who gave dharma
transmission to Eido Roshi, was appealed to and declined to act. He has been dead since
1984. Whether there is someone else who could do so now, I do not know.

Carol et al,

I could be wrong, but I don't think that anyone at Daitoku-ji or anybody in Japan has the
authority to require Eido Shimano to step down.

Except for small sitting groups, Zen Buddhist practice places in the US are legally
constituted Religious Corporations under IRS code 501 c3. This means that they are tax-
exempt organizations, like any church or temple. Donations to these organizations are
tax-exempt. To maintain tax-exempt status under 501 c¢-3, these organizations have to
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fulfill obligations under the tax code, which include, but are not limited to, having a
functioning Board of Directors, instituting and maintaining by-laws, and keeping Board
Minutes and accurate financial records. Board Members are ultimately legally
responsible for the direction and the activities of the organization, its leadership, and its
members when they are acting in the name of the organization. Also organizations must
request a continuation of tax exempt status, and they must update and register Board
Members with the state either every year or two years. Here in Nebraska, we request a
continuation every year and file updated records every two years.

Each Religious Corporation has it own rules and regulations, which are listed in its by-
laws. Appointment and removal of a Head Priest or Abbot varies according to each
corporation's by-laws. I serve as Abbot of our temple at the discretion of the Board. If I
screw up and violate our Ethics Statement or do not perform my duties according to our
by-laws, it's the Board's responsibility to intervene, for Board Members are ultimately
responsible in case of any legal judgments levied against the organization; they are at the
top of our organizational structure.

Some states allow what is called Corporation Sole, which allows for one person to be
above the Board (for instance, the Abbot) and have the final say in decision-making, but
some states have outlawed this type of structure. Corporation Sole is illegal in the state of
California, for instance.

I don't know how the Zen Studies Society (of which Dai Bosatsu Monastery is a part) is
structured, so I don't know how the Abbot of the organization is selected and what
procedure is in place to allow for his or her removal. Most places put that power in the
hands of the Board of Directors and most places have these selection and removal
procedures in place. If there are none, the Board of the organization has been seriously
remiss in performing its duties.

For your information, here are the sections in Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple's
By-laws that cover these areas:

3.4 POWERS AND DUTIES. The President shall be the chief executive officer of the
corporation and shall, subject to the control of the Board of Directors and the Head Priest,
have general supervision, direction and control of the business of the corporation. The
Vice President shall have such powers and perform such duties as the Board of Directors
and the Head Priest may prescribe. In the absence of ability of the President to act, the
Vice President shall perform all duties and may exercise any of the powers of the
President, subject to the control of the Board of Directors and the Head Priest. The
Secretary shall give written notice of all meetings of the Board of Directors as may be
required and shall keep minutes of such meetings. He or she shall carry on the
correspondence and keep the records of the corporation. The Treasurer shall have charge
of the finances of the corporation, subject to the power and authority of the Board. She or
he shall keep, or cause to be kept accurate records and accounts of the contributions to
and receipts of the corporation, its investments, bank deposits, earnings of funds and all
disbursements. He or she shall open and maintain bank accounts of the corporation in
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such banking institutions as the Board of Directors may direct, and shall deposit funds of
the corporation therein, subject to withdrawal only by checks signed by individuals
approved by the Board, in consultation with the Head Priest. Whenever the Board shall
request it, an account of all his or her transactions as Treasurer and of the financial
condition of the corporation, shall be presented to the Board.

ARTICLE IV
Head Priest

POWERS, DUTIES AND SUCCESSION. The Head Priest shall have such power as is
prescribed in these By-Laws. The Head Priest has full authority to establish the practice
and to implement the practice schedule without Board approval. The Head Priest shall
normally be a fully-transmitted member of the Order of the Prairie Wind and after
consulting with the Board of Directors, shall designate an Assistant Head Priest, who also
shall be a fully-transmitted member of the Order of the Prairie Wind and who will
assume the position of Head Priest when it becomes vacant. In the event that no member
of the Order is able to assume the Office of Head Priest, the Board of Directors, after
consulting with the members of the Order, shall fill the vacancy with a fully-transmitted
Soto Zen Priest not a member of the order. Approval of an Assistant Head Priest or a
Head Priest either a member or not a member of the Order shall be by two-thirds vote
(2/3) of the full Board. Notification of the meeting at which this vote will be taken shall
be given to current voting members at least a week in advance. The designation of a
successor to the Office of Head Priest shall be for a specified period of time. The Head
Priest may be removed from office, upon due consideration of Article I 1.7
CONSENSUS CLAUSE and after consulting with members of the Order of the Prairie
Wind, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board of Directors.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Carol on Thu May 27, 2010 8:33 pm

Thanks for the info, Nonin. That makes sense.
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It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Dan74 on Fri May 28, 2010 3:18 am

Carol wrote:

I'm reminded of the koan: "Why are perfectly enlightened bodhisattvas attached to the red
thread?" I just googled it and found this teisho by Subhana Barzaghi Roshi "Red Thread
Zen - the Tao of Love, Passion and Sex". There is much here to contemplate, to take us
deeper than our views and judgments and attachements to them, to a deeper place of
healing, insight and wisdom. That is my wish for all involved in this painful story, and
for all of us.

I agree and most if not all of us could benefit from a healthier relationship with our
sexuality. For me it has been a long journey and it has taken unexpected twists and turns.

What I heard from my teacher who has been a celibate nun for some 30 years is that in
her monastery in Korea, sexuality was not repressed, rather they would be clearly aware
of the sexual urge. But if the commitment to being a monastic was strong enough, there
would be no question of acting it out, and the urge itself would naturally transmute. And
in the case where attraction (physical, emotional, etc) was stronger then people disrobed,
like Martine and Stephen Batchelor who were with her at Ssongwan-Sa. It is the honest
thing to do. I guess that celibacy was about commitment to being a part of that
community, a question of priorities (and there is some evidence that on many levels it is
conducive to practice.) But it doesn't mean that the person represses his or her sexuality
rather one learns to experience sensuality in a different way.

This is not to say that monastic communities are sexually enlightened. Of course people
come to this practice with their baggage and they don't always deal with it in the best
possible way. So shining light on the issues is always a good thing. But it is also possible
to belabor them and that's not so helpful.

I guess there is a point in practice where even sexuality and all the attendant feelings are
seen to be empty, without real essence, a light show of consciousness.

Then it is no longer such a big deal but just another things we can do when appropriate.
Whether we are there or not, we should not reify sexuality or belive it to be a fixed static
need, like air to breathe. Otherwise how can we ever see clearly?

/.
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Dan74

by Carol on Fri May 28, 2010 3:37 am

Dan74 wrote:

I guess there is a point in practice where even sexuality and all the attendant feelings are
seen to be empty, without real essence, a light show of consciousness.

Then it is no longer such a big deal but just another things we can do when appropriate.
Whether we are there or not, we should not reify sexuality or belive it to be a fixed static
need, like air to breathe. Otherwise how can we ever see clearly?

/.

PS Incidentally there is an interesting talk on the subject by a Theravadin nun who visited
us some years ago. It can be heard here:
http://awakeningtruth.org/audio/Taming%?20the%20Tigers%20-
%20Right%20Effort%20and%?20fear,%20aggression,%?20sexuality.mp3

Thanks for the link, Dan. (Oops, I just went to play it and it's not working. I see you've
removed the link from your post in the meantime. If you find a working link, please post
it.)

I think the topic of sex is ripe for discussion among Western Buddhists. David Loy has a
new book out: Money, Sex, War, Karma: Notes for a Buddhist Revolution. I haven't read
it yet, but it's on my list. Here's the blurb for the book:

David R. Loy has become perhaps the greatest advocate of the Buddhist worldview's
ability to transform the sociopolitical landscape of the modern world. In this, his most
accessible work to date, he offers clear presentations of oft-misunderstood Buddhist
staples — the working of karma, the nature of self, the causes of trouble on both an
individual and societal scale — while also inviting readers to examine topics closer to
home, such as “Why We Love War” and the real reasons behind the sense of never
having enough time, money, sex, security, or anything else. His “Buddhist Revolution™ is
nothing less than a radical change in the ways readers can approach their lives, the
environment, the collective delusions that pervade modern culture, and even spirituality
itself. Bracing yet ultimately hopeful and empowering, Money, Sex, War, Karma offers
positive tools for contributing to societal change.

It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol
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by Dan74 on Fri May 28, 2010 3:41 am
No worries!

She starts on it in the last third of the talk. Sexuality is a big subject for her and she has
also spoken about it in monastic Theravada context, and she has some criticism of the
lack of teachings on the subject. I don't have the talk (or the link) handy though.

/.

Dan74

by Anders Honore on Fri May 28, 2010 6:41 am

Seigen wrote:

re: apples falling and the tabloids:
http://www.nypost.com/pagesixmag/issues/20100211/Monk+y+Business+Controversial+
NY C+gurut+Michael+Roach

Whoa, Really going off the deep end, it seems. Don't understand why he doesn't just
disrobe. Much less to critisise if he just did that, instead of perpetually living a life of
broken precepts.

goddess wrote:

Anyway it seems that there is confusion about whether MR is celibate or not. If he is
doing what he could be doing the miracles will manifest in due course. I'm sure we will
hear about it is due course.

From the article above, the horse's own mouth:

"We are not allowed to have sex, but in yoga there are practices that involve joining with
a partner," he explains. "They are secret, and you are not allowed to disclose them. You
might think of them as sex, but their purpose is to move inner energy. It takes very strict
training. There would be penetration, but no release of semen."

So not celibate.
gouooodooouogougougod
My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore
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by Christopher on Fri May 28, 2010 8:25 am
There would be penetration, but no release of semen.
He and Bill Clinton should get together and discuss what constitutes sexual relations.

Christopher

by Dan74 on Fri May 28, 2010 8:52 am

Christopher wrote:
There would be penetration, but no release of semen.

He and Bill Clinton should get together and discuss what constitutes sexual relations.
I am sure that would be very therapeutic!

Those two getting stuck in an elevator for 11 hours would lead to some interesting
exchanges (but not of bodily fluids 1 hope).

/.

Dan74

by Seigen on Fri May 28, 2010 11:35 pm

It's great that David Chadwick, and many others in their lineage as well, have made the
pilgrimage to Richard Baker or have otherwise made their own amends to that past. And
in reading Street Zen, written by Chadwick in 1993, I'm grateful for the the openness that
Issan Dorsey had in support of Baker at that time. But let's not forget that it was a suicidal
husband who in his pain outed Baker, that Baker lied about the extent of other
relationships until other women began to come out of the woodwork, etc. etc. It is not in
any way puritanical to say so when a sexual predator is in the dokusan room, and not just
individuals but institutions and lineages are going to be damaged by this, we know it.

In the early '90s I was invited to counsel women who had been raped. There were several
of us together and our role was to change the culture of a private university by, when

appropriate, encouraging those who had been raped to reach outside of the institution and
file charges. At the very least, with the female student's care, trust, and personal agency at
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the very center of our motivations, we were to negotiate and draw attention to the
boundaries and differences between "disciplinary actions" in a private school and the
public face of the law. It was in this mood - created largely by the watchfulness and
action of female faculty, administration and staff - that fraternities were disbanded shortly
thereafter. Fraternities returned years later, but the same empowered culture of violence
against women (among so many other things!) that they manifested in earlier years did
not. There was something there that had taken root for generations, involving printers,
bars and other local businesses - from what I saw of it truly evil - that had to be
completely severed and removed long enough for the concept of "the fraternity" to ever
become acceptable again.

I say this only to underscore the role of the institution, and the people within it, rather
than to place emphasis on individuals alone.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by genkaku on Sat May 29, 2010 1:26 am

Received in email today:

Today - a new, expanded version of the Shimano Archives web page was posted at:
http://www.hoodiemonks.org/ShimanoArchive.html

The new page contains 317 document entries from the University of Hawaii at Manoa,
Archives; an increase of 170 documents over the initial posting. The new files are
primarily Zen Studies Society documents dealing with the machinations of the Society in
handling the various incidents surrounding the "Shimano Problem," related letters to and

from the Board, Shimano, and others.
genkaku

by Anders Honore on Sat May 29, 2010 4:06 am

genkaku wrote:
Received in email today:

Today - a new, expanded version of the Shimano Archives web page was posted at:

http://www.hoodiemonks.org/ShimanoArchive.html
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From that website:

On July 29, 2008 Aitken, Roshi issued an order unsealing a section of his archives. In a
message to Lynn Ann Davis, Head of the Preservation Department of the library, Aitken,
Roshi states:

“You will recall that my archives at Hamilton Library includes a folder marked ‘Eido
Shimano—Do not open.’ I am moved by circumstances to request that that this seal be
removed, and that the contents be made as available as other material in my archives.”

Did Aitken elaborate on what circumstances moved him to open it at this point in time?
gouooodooouogougougod
My Blog: Leaves from the Tree of Life

Latest Blog Post: Chinese Landscape Painting: An Image for Happiness
gouooodooouogougougod

Anders Honore

by christopher::: on Sat May 29, 2010 6:28 am

Anders Honore wrote:
Did Aitken elaborate on what circumstances moved him to open it at this point in time?

It doesn't look like he's gone into detail, publicly. From what he shared (those archive
files) and written in the last few years Aitken roshi seemed to have expected a full blown
scandal. When nothing happened perhaps he wanted to make all papers in his control
"transparent" and open, to assist others in the future who might look into this? Perhaps
he'll say more in the near future.

BTW, thank you all for the insightful posts made on this page, especially Carol, Seigen
and Dan74.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Carol on Sat May 29, 2010 6:52 am

Seigen wrote:
I say this only to underscore the role of the institution, and the people within it, rather
than to place emphasis on individuals alone.
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I do agree that it's important to look at the institutions, the culture, the times, and all
relevant factors, rather than simply focussing on individuals. How can we learn from
these things? What can we learn?

What I have learned from 63 years of life is that there is always more to the story than I
know, even when the story is my own. When I was young -- and not so young -- [ made
some horrific mistakes. I caused terrible, irreconcilable pain to those closest to me. Pain
for which I have never been abe to make amends. My understanding of what [ was doing
at the time was partial. It still is, though I have looked deeply at it. I was in a role of
responsibility and trust, and I betrayed that trust out of selfishness, and ignorance, and all
the ancient twisted karma.

I'm not going to go into all the factors that contributed to sex and power scandals
involving Buddhist teachers who came to this country from Asia. It doesn't excuse it, but
it might help to understand some of the culture shock that was operating, as well as
different attitudes about sex. There was a lot of confusion in this culture, too, in the 60's-
80's -- the "sexual revolution" was occuring, with all the craziness that entailed.

My generation really was thrown into a seething hotbed of sex, we threw out all the rules
for awhile, and had to rediscover what made sense from a new perspective.

Then we "discovered" date rape and institutional sexism and feminism, and the next
generation carried that ball forward -- thank you very much.

But, as a result, I just don't see things in black and white. I see the pain and suffering, the
confusion, the pitfalls and traps, and the good efforts of many I don't even know about.
And I know there is much to these stories that I don't know, that I will only ever hear
partial truths. So, with respect and sincere regret for the pain of all concerned, I do think
it is best whenever possible for people to make their peace, to forgive, even or especially
when reconciliation isn't possible and a separate peace is required. I think that's the only
way to end the torment and torture and to pass on a better world.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by franf on Sat May 29, 2010 7:15 am

Very heartfelt post Carol....Thank You. I agree, it is time to move on. I do think
improvements have been made in different Sangha's and there is a much higher
awareness on the "teachers" taking "advantage" of their students sexually and actually in
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other ways..... Where there is absolute power, it is easy to misuse that power. The sexual
revolution was a reaction to the behind the door, puritanical, male controlled version of
power over "everything". It has passed and we are better off for it. A lot of mistakes were
made, it seems by all of us. | hope we have all learned and our sexuality can be expressed
in a much more responsible and free way, of which 1 think it is. When there are instances
of abuse, they cause troublesome karma. They should not be swept under the rug. But for
the most part, people should practice living in the present, and give those who have erred
along the way "forgetfulness". It is the best atmosphere for the people involved in past
scandals and those that were affected a chance to practice again in fullness. We have
many issues that effect us now, and we need all our faculties to deal with them.
Abbot/monk of an Intentional Buddhist Community

http://members.socket.net/~oldfree

My late teacher requested that his identity not be disclosed

franf

by Seigen on Sat May 29, 2010 11:12 am

The efforts to make public are being made by those who are close to the institution and
its events - Aitken, Genkaku, and these hooded monks who parented and were born there.
My advice is to stand back and let them do what they very strongly feel compelled to do,
not tell them to "get therapy" (who is it that automatically assumes anyone hasn't?) or
stand above them as the one who forgives (who says there hasn't been forgiveness? to act
in this way and to forgive are different things done for different reasons.).
Acknowledging these efforts comes from not knowing (motivations, intended result,
actual result etc.) as much as anything else does, and not knowing doesn't mean you just
throw your hands up in the air. No, it's not so black and white.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by partofit22 on Sat May 29, 2010 12:25 pm

Seigen wrote:

The efforts to make public are being made by those who are close to the institution and
its events - Aitken, Genkaku, and these hooded monks who parented and were born there.
My advice is to stand back and let them do what they very strongly feel compelled to do,
not tell them to "get therapy" (who is it that automatically assumes anyone hasn't?) or
stand above them as the one who forgives (who says there hasn't been forgiveness? to act
in this way and to forgive are different things done for different reasons.).
Acknowledging these efforts comes from not knowing (motivations, intended result,
actual result etc.) as much as anything else does, and not knowing doesn't mean you just
throw your hands up in the air. No, it's not so black and white.
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do you realize how that sounds? out of one side of your mouth you say your advice is to
stand back and let them do what they strongly feel compelled to do and out of the other
side of your mouth say not to tell them to get get therapy- the advice you're offering is to
tell others not to offer advice unless the results they offer dittos yours-

efforts are being made to make public of events- where are the efforts being made to
forgive? is throwing your hands up in the air a sign of forgiveness? and if not so black or
white why choose one color over another?

partofit22

by Seigen on Sat May 29, 2010 12:54 pm

The main point, partofit22, is that these men are close to the institution, and we are not.
We do not know the circumstances as they do, and there is an effort among themselves to
make that right. In the spririt of not knowing and out of respect, I do find it very
immature, in fact, to suggest they get therapy. I realize quite fully what I'm saying.

As for sexuality in a spriritual context as not being black and white, of course it isn't.
Neither is any form of abuse - many women are deeply in love with their abusers, and |
do not in a any way see this as a weakness in them, or refuse that love as an impossibility
in such a relationship. Love is a very real thing. But so is abuse, or extorted consent in s
spiritual context.

I love the story of Ikkyu, I think it's an important reference with regard to the value of
sexual life. But even his biographer seemed to hem and haw a little about the language
Ikkyu used to describe women in a brothel (I don't have the book so I can't point to the
reference) as compared to that of his last true love. Let's not forget that Ikkyu's sexual
life, so celebrated by Zen community, was built on the backs of women whose actual
situation we can never ever know. There have been postings here on sexual slavery in our
own time, what do we know of Ikkyu's? Was he on the monk's discount? I for one don't
know a thing. Not so black and white to point at Ikkyu as the red thread of Zen, though, is
it?

Last edited by Seigen on Sat May 29, 2010 1:41 pm, edited 1 time in total.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by Carol on Sat May 29, 2010 1:24 pm

Seigen wrote:
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The main point, partofit22, is that these men are close to the institution, and we are not.
We do not know the circumstances as they do, and there is an effort among themselves to
make that right. In the spririt of not knowing and out of respect, I do find it very
immature, in fact, to suggest they get therapy. I realize quite fully what I'm saying.

As for sexuality in a spriritual context as not being black and white, of course it isn't.
neither is any form of abuse - many women are deeply in love with their abusers, and do
not in a any way see this as a weakness in them, or refuse that love as an impossibility in
such a relationship. Love is a very real thing. But so is abuse, or extorted consent in s
spiritual context.

I love the story of Ikkyu, I think it's an important reference with regard to the value of
sexual life. But even his biographer seemed to hem and haw a little about the language
Ikkyu used to describe women in a brothel (I don't have the book so I can't point to the
reference) as compared to that of his last true love. Let's not forget that Ikkyu's sexual
life, so celebrated by Zen community, was built on the backs of women whose actual
situation we can never ever know. There have been postings here on sexual slavery in our
own time, what do we know of Ikkyu's? Was he on the monk's discount? I for one don't
know a thing. Not so black and white to point at Ikkyu as the red thread of Zen, is it?

I have found no better advice than Torei Zenji's (Hakuin's disciple):

Even though someone may be a fool,

we can be compassionate.

If someone turns against us,

speaking ill of us and treating us bitterly,

it's best to bow down:

this is the Buddha appearing to us,

finding ways to free us from our own attachments—
the very ones that have made us suffer

again and again and again.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Seigen on Sat May 29, 2010 1:32 pm

I would not assume that there is ANYONE here affected by such events who has not been
doing this bowing, who in fact has not even been bowed thoroughly by it.
Sweetcake Enso
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Seigen

by Carol on Sat May 29, 2010 1:36 pm

Seigen wrote:
I would not assume that there is ANYONE here affected by such events who has not been
doing this bowing, who in fact has not even been bowed thoroughly by it.

Neither would I, including, of course, Eido Shimano Roshi.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by partofit22 on Sat May 29, 2010 2:19 pm

Seigen wrote:

The main point, partofit22, is that these men are close to the institution, and we are not.
We do not know the circumstances as they do, and there is an effort among themselves to
make that right. In the spririt of not knowing and out of respect, I do find it very
immature, in fact, to suggest they get therapy. I realize quite fully what I'm saying.

As for sexuality in a spriritual context as not being black and white, of course it isn't.
neither is any form of abuse - many women are deeply in love with their abusers, and do
not in a any way see this as a weakness in them, or refuse that love as an impossibility in
such a relationship. Love is a very real thing. But so is abuse, or extorted consent in s
spiritual context.

I love the story of Ikkyu, I think it's an important reference with regard to the value of
sexual life. But even his biographer seemed to hem and haw a little about the language
Ikkyu used to describe women in a brothel (I don't have the book so I can't point to the
reference) as compared to that of his last true love. Let's not forget that Ikkyu's sexual
life, so celebrated by Zen community, was built on the backs of women whose actual
situation we can never ever know. There have been postings here on sexual slavery in our
own time, what do we know of Ikkyu's? Was he on the monk's discount? I for one don't
know a thing. Not so black and white to point at Ikkyu as the red thread of Zen, is it?
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if that's the case, the main point is that you offered advice that conflicts with the advice
offered by others closer to the circumstances and institution than yourself-

it's the "get what you have coming to you" attitude that rubs me- the shaming- the venom
with which the effort makers letters are written- their deep-seated expectations for past
efforts made- and to the focus placed on one individual where so many others were/are
involved-

mr aitken waited a very long time to release his information- no reason or rhyme needed
as to why- yet, mr shimano is expected to have had to stop being mr shimano many
yesterdays ago-

partofit22

by christopher::: on Sat May 29, 2010 2:34 pm

The new expanded archive link that genkaku gave has over 300 entries. Of these # 241 is
quoted more extensively then the rest. It's minutes from a meeting of 12 Sangha women,
in October of 1993. I think their conversation relates to many of the points that have been
made here.

The women did not seem to come to a unified consensus on the "bad/evil nature" of their
teacher. Rather there were a wide range of views presented, many dealing with the
situational, cultural and institutional variables that were "enabling" or contributing in
some way...

Blaming only one individual doesn't seem to fit with the complex factors that contributed
to what happened. Many of the posts that Rev. Nonin has made appear to be attempts by
the American Zen Teachers Association to address these sorts of factors....

As are the efforts being made by Aitken roshi, Stuart Lachs and Genkaku, imo...

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by partofit22 on Sat May 29, 2010 9:16 pm

no effort being made on mr shimano's part i guess- seems his name rarely winds up in a
sentence with the word effort in it- and that seems strange-
partofit22
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by Dan74 on Sun May 30, 2010 4:11 pm

Seigen wrote:

The efforts to make public are being made by those who are close to the institution and
its events - Aitken, Genkaku, and these hooded monks who parented and were born there.
My advice is to stand back and let them do what they very strongly feel compelled to do,
not tell them to "get therapy" (who is it that automatically assumes anyone hasn't?) or
stand above them as the one who forgives (who says there hasn't been forgiveness? to act
in this way and to forgive are different things done for different reasons.).
Acknowledging these efforts comes from not knowing (motivations, intended result,
actual result etc.) as much as anything else does, and not knowing doesn't mean you just
throw your hands up in the air. No, it's not so black and white.

I feel the same way.
e

Dan74

by genkaku on Thu Jun 03, 2010 1:14 pm

In a more generalized way, here is an appreciation of the scene
genkaku

by Christopher on Thu Jun 03, 2010 1:44 pm

NellaLou wrote:

During serious discussions some people are so uncomfortable in their lack of maturity to
discuss such topics that they attempt to derail the conversation into a childish playground.
[...] This happens often at ZFI. What are you, 10 years old?

Thirty-seven and a half, thank you very much!

Christopher

by christopher::: on Thu Jun 03, 2010 2:06 pm

NellaLou wrote:
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Types of Reactions/Responses/Rationalizations
A lot of this is avoidance behavior.

Denial “No way would that happen or did it happen. People aren’t like that.” Whole
situations are dismissed as implausible or impossible mostly because one can’t imagine
themselves in such a situation. There is an assumption that everyone else thinks and acts
the same way we do.

Willful Ignorance “I never saw that therefore it never happened.” This is a bit of a faulty
conclusion unless the speaker is omniscient. The see no evil approach is probably the
easiest to take up in the short term. It limits any involvement but is hard to sustain if
evidence becomes overwhelming.

Forgetfulness or selective memory “I don’t remember any such thing happening.” This
calls into question the veracity of those who do remember or were involved.

Confrontation as a form of retribution “Bring it all out. Video tape the reaction.”
Motivations for confrontations often have the purpose to shame/punish which doesn’t
really resolve a situation.

Blame the Victim “She shouldn’t have stayed if that was happening.” “She must have
wanted that on some level.” This can get a little complicated. In the section below called
Big Daddy Syndrome I go into it more thoroughly.

Blame the Perpetrator “He must have a psychological issue.” “He doesn’t know how to
behave in that circumstance.” These statements may be true but there are numerous
contributing factors in these situations. If the community standards are low or non-
existent then a person in power may be operating within those parameters. If someone
feels victimized and does not react against their abuser it may be assumed that the
behavior is acceptable. Some people are really clueless at reading social cues or
empathizing with others. Sometimes they have to be told explicitly.

Idealize “We’re all human. There are no perfect Zen masters any more.” This sets up an
illusion of perfection to prove it’s own impossibility thereby in a roundabout way
justifying odious behavior. Since a particular standard is impossible, all standards
become unattainable.

Personalize “Something like this happened to me. Well not exactly like this but listen...”
This is all about me and my issues and derails the discussion into personal history that
may or may not be relevant.

Generalize “In our practice we must be mindful of others.” This is spouting platitudes to
no useful end.
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Idolize Culture “Our Asian teachers should just be left alone.” This kind of
worship/aversion distancing which broaches no criticism primarily based on the race of
the teacher is both patronizing and a type of avoidance behavior...

etc, etc...

Some valid observations, but our first grade teachers taught us to write with dark ink on
white or light colored backgrounds for a reason.

That was very hard to read. My eyes gave up about half way through....

Avoidance behavior, perhaps?
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Linda Anderson on Thu Jun 03, 2010 5:14 pm
you can change the color Christopher...

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by partofit22 on Thu Jun 03, 2010 6:10 pm

more valid observations to add to the already bazillion valid observations previously
offered-

adding more propaganda to propaganda- using a bellows, adding more coal- how about a
bucket of water or cold shower?

The “what should be” never did exist, but people keep trying to live up to it.
There is no “what should be,” there is only what is. Lenny Bruce

what is:
everyone is one step away from acting upon desire- nobody is exempt-

i've read that lenny bruce also said yadda yadda yadda or some form of it-
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I’m writing about this because I care about the Buddhadharma and it’s implementation in
convert communities,

because I care about people who have been hurt and still do hurt and because I care about
justice.

nobody is exempt from hurt:

When your day is long and the night, the night is yours alone,
When you're sure you've had enough of this life, well hang on
Don't let yourself go, 'cause everybody cries n everybody hurts sometimes

Sometimes everything is wrong. Now it's time to sing along
When your day is night alone, (hold on, hold on)

If you feel like letting go, (hold on)

If you think you've had too much of this life, well hang on

'Cause everybody hurts. Take comfort in your friends
Everybody hurts. Don't throw your hand. Oh, no. Don't throw your hand
If you feel like you're alone, no, no, no, you are not alone

If you're on your own in this life, the days and nights are long,
When you think you've had too much of this life to hang on

Well, everybody hurts sometimes,

Everybody cries. And everybody hurts sometimes
And everybody hurts sometimes. So, hold on, hold on
Hold on, hold on, hold on, hold on, hold on, hold on
Everybody hurts. You are not alone-

The one word that does not seem to emerge in these discussions is the word justice.

blatant nitpicking ...
if the word justice was never used, it was implied many times over-

Textual Insertions “Buddha said...” “Dogen said...” Quotations without explanation
appear at random and may or may not be relevant

to the discussion. If used to give guidance, further the discussion or clarify a point they
may be helpful. But without explanation their

utility is often lost.

the way it is: it's possible to get to the point/clarification without lengthy explanations-

Many of the instances cited have not even gotten past the first issue of investigation and a
lot people

are calling for forgiveness. This generally can only happen after a process of
acknowledgement and restoration.
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this reminds me of the question "which came first, the chicken or the egg?"
who is responsible for doing the acknowledging?

Forgiveness is not possible without having wrestled with the justice question. Premature
forgiveness is simply

repression of events and effects. It is an act to soothe others and does not address the
actual suffering involved.

it seems a person should first decide if an act is even forgivable in their book- if it is, why
spend time wrestling with justice

and acknowledgment when they already know they are willing to forgive? seems like a
whole lot of unnecessary wrestling for one person to endure if they are of the midset "i
will forgive this person "if"- "if"" what? what if the "if" they are waiting for never
happens?

then what? they don't forgive?

It’s not like sex was invented yesterday.

true! but a user friendly sexual side effects pamphlet has yet to be invented-
Last edited by partofit22 on Fri Jun 04, 2010 1:38 pm, edited 1 time in total.
partofit22

by Gregory Wonderwheel on Fri Jun 04, 2010 2:19 am

AlasdairGF wrote:

Second - the ability to question authority, to demand accountability of our teachers and
leaders, what a wonderful gift we cynical moderns/Westerners bring to Buddhism! Can
you imagine all the people over the past 800 years who have been in various ways taken
advantage of by less-than-scrupulous Zen teachers, monks, nuns, whoever? (The same is
true of other religions, in our own culture too, of course). The critical perspective is
something we need to nurture and cherish, even if (especially if!) it means we have to
abandon some of our romantic ideals about what Zen is. I really recommend that
everyone have a look at the 'critical' section of The Zen Site. Question everything!

I agree that questioning it an important and necessary part of the process. It is necessary
to question the whole relationship and institution of the Budhist priesthood and monastic
roles. When the monasteries and temples are primarily supported by catering to people's
superstitious fears, does that mean that the people are just getting what they are asking for
or are the monastics and priests feeding and encouraging the false beliefs for their self
interest of the economic maintenance of their institution? There are no simple answers
and just beginning the dialogue is difficult enough as we have all seen.
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We in the West are having to deal with these issues either directly (if we are fortunate) or
indirectly as each local sangha explores how to be economically viable as a community.
i\

Gregory

The Blessed One said, “The recognition of the one vehicle (—3€) is obtained when there
is no rising of discrimination by doing away with the notion of grasped and grasping and
by abiding in the reality of suchness.” ~ From the Lankavatara Sutra

Gregory Wonderwheel

by NellaL.ou on Fri Jun 04, 2010 5:00 am

Some valid observations, but our first grade teachers taught us to write with dark ink on
white or light colored backgrounds for a reason.

That was very hard to read. My eyes gave up about half way through....
Avoidance behavior, perhaps?

The style of the blog is set to black writing on a white background. And I've checked it in
several browsers. Perhaps it didn't load fully in your browser. Try refresh and see if that
improves the situation.

NellaLou

by Seigen on Fri Jun 04, 2010 12:47 pm

This was an excellent essay by NellaLou - my only issue with Nella Lou's "take on
things" is that I am not so quick to condemn post-feminism (or to give Camille Paglia
credit for it.) You can think of post-feminism as "after [optional: the achievements of]
feminism", or you can think of post-feminism as a radical critique of identity, the very
ground of feminism, and embracing a broader view of the distribution of power. It is true
however that in the broader cultural sphere “postfeminism” is a lot closer to Camille
Paglia, and you have artists like Vanessa Beecroft glamourizing anorexia. I’ve found
more success in the work of Glenn Ligon, who identifies as post-black, most famously in
the piece “I feel most black when I am against a white ground.” As with being post-black,
being post-feminist doesn't mean that anyone ignores gender or race, rather it can become
an even more thorough investigation of social construction in terms of both value and of
experience, of how lives are considered worthy or unworthy. In this understanding of it it
post-feminism does not, as you claim, presuppose "that the objectives of first and even
second wave feminism have been reached and therefore issues such as inequality and
unequal power balances have been addressed."
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And so [ was very grateful for your making Jessica Roemisch’s article available to us — it
is to my mind the grossest distortion of female sexuality as it has emerged in the context
of patriarchy, and reveals to me (once more) why the popularity of the evolutionary
consciousness movement is in fact dangerous. A few quotes from the article

(http://www .enlightennext.org/magazine/j26/women-who-sleep.asp?page=1)

“If your husband's a doctor, then you're special. If you're with Mick Jagger, you're
special. If you're sleeping with your Tibetan lama, you're special. It's seen as a status
symbol,” explained Catherine* over the phone one afternoon. “It gives you status, and it
plays into women's sexual identity. Women identify themselves based on who they sleep
with!” Having been the consort of a prominent Tibetan lama, Catherine was speaking
from firsthand experience. And with this conversation, I entered headlong into a series of
disarmingly candid and illuminating dialogues with women who have slept with their
spiritual teachers.

“You want to align yourself with a man who has the kind of power that you want. And in
this case it's dharma power!” said Annie, a student and former lover of one of the most
influential Japanese Zen masters to bring the Buddha's teachings, or dharma, to the West.
“Women love men who are at the top and have for at least four million years, and they
continue to everywhere in the world,” explained anthropologist and author Dr. Helen
Fisher, her evolutionary view on sexual attraction providing a refreshing and vast
perspective on the most intimate realm of human experience.

Indeed, a woman elevated to the highest status in a spiritual community through a sexual
relationship with the teacher can reap the benefits of being most favored, most powerful,
and most spiritual. As Heyn acknowledged, “That's the prize in that community, and I
think that it's the most compelling possible situation a woman could be placed in.”

As NellaLou writes, "The article typifies some of that group’s philosophy, much of which
strikes me as borderline sociopathic..." To take it further, the rhetoric of evolutionary
enlightenment as all too often an empowerment exercise that masks over the truer fact of
our precariousness, that all of life is precarious and that words like "freedom" are
ideological manipulations of psyche to shore up the privileging of individual rights over
and above collectivity.

There is another issue raised that I feel is an important one, having to do with notions of
private and public. To great extent it is true that one can't really privately forgive anyone,
as the person forgiven must know they have been forgiven, and accept what they have
been forgiven for, for true forgiveness to be achieved. So while on the one-hand we can
say that in our own hearts we have forgiven, it can also be said that for forgiveness to be
fully achieved it must be shared with the one forgiven. But this can only occur when the
one who is to be forgiven is ready to receive that forgiveness, and this is rarely the case.

An example: It is often the case that one who has caused serious harm to another will
want to make amends in later life. But in the case of sexual abuse this can be an
opportunity for the abuser to regain lost intimacy, to "get off" on their access to the one
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who has been harmed. This will occur in a private setting. A more public setting
involving a third party helps to prevent a distortion of intimacy and power from
happening.

I say this with caution around notions of "private" and "public," for example I do not
think we can have "private languages," we do not fully possess our own thought as
"private."

Oh, and here is a disembodied quote, as though it actually means something:

"...the norm functions precisely by way of managing the prospect of its undoing, an
undoing that inheres in its doing things." Judith Butler, 2009
Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by christopher::: on Fri Jun 04, 2010 1:49 pm
Many excellent insights, Seigen.

NellaLou wrote:

The style of the blog is set to black writing on a white background. And I've checked it in
several browsers. Perhaps it didn't load fully in your browser. Try refresh and see if that
improves the situation.

Thank you. I found that if I highlight everything the background becomes lighter and the
lettering dark.

Seigen wrote:

And so I was very grateful for your making Jessica Roemisch’s article available to us — it
is to my mind the grossest distortion of female sexuality as it has emerged in the context
of patriarchy, and reveals to me (once more) why the popularity of the evolutionary
consciousness movement is in fact dangerous. A few quotes from the article

(http://www .enlightennext.org/magazine/j26/women-who-sleep.asp?page=1)

excerpt:

Jessica Roemischer

“Kiss me . . . here,” he said with a thick Korean accent, pointing to his lightly pursed lips.
He turned to make sure no one could see us as we stood just inside the front door of my

house, out of sight of the neighbor who, only a few dozen feet from us, was making her
way to the car. And in the private and highly charged space he created between us,
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although I had been far more physically attracted to other men in my life, I felt an
intrigue and affirmation I had never before experienced.

I had met him just ten days earlier. When my turn came, I entered the serene atmosphere
of the large open room in the meditation center that was sponsoring his visit. It was my
first private audience with a spiritual teacher. Sitting on a raised dais bathed in the warm
light of late afternoon, he exuded a quiet equanimity, a mysterious and powerful depth,
and a penetrating clarity and insight that seemed to transcend the temporal confines of the
present, reaching far back in time and far forward into the future. And there I was,
kneeling before him, as he brought that power and wisdom to bear . . . on me.

What he proceeded to say so directly penetrated me, so thoroughly resonated with my
own deepest knowing, that it seemed to meld with the very cells of my being. He read my
deep past; he anticipated far ahead into my future. “You have done no harm in past lives
and have no heavy karma to make up for,” he reassured me. “But now you must
overcome all your fears. You have high spiritual ability and the chance to be a spiritual
teacher in this life and to help many others through the spiritual practice I can give you.”
Dams and locks in my psyche that I had not even been aware of suddenly opened, and I
was flooded with the mysterious sense of my own karma—an overarching destiny and
purpose that had shaped a long succession of lifetimes. A vast universe arose in my
awareness, and with it a feeling of infinite potential. In that moment, the vacant and
gnawing space I had grown used to living with since my youth was filled with inner
knowing and certainty. And what had been a long-evasive spiritual possibility suddenly
became real. In the presence of this one man, I found myself overwhelmed by
unconditional love and the deepest peace I had ever known.

A week later, he asked if he could stay with me for a few days in the small house I
occupied in the mountains of upstate New York. I had only one bedroom, I explained.
But he insisted that he would sleep on the futon couch in the living room. On the second
night, I was suddenly stricken with a bout of food poisoning, and from the bathroom I
heard him ascending to the second floor. He told me to lie back on my bed. Through a
mysterious combination of deep guttural chanting and hand movements in the air above
me, he miraculously and almost instantaneously alleviated my discomfort. Then he took
my hand in his. “You don't have to worry anymore, Jessie,” he assured me. “I will help
you if you ever get sick. I'm the best health insurance you can have. May I lie next to you
.. . here?” He motioned near my prone body. In a strange mixture of relief, flattery, and
confusion, I said, “Okay.” And that was the beginning of my special connection with this
powerful and charismatic shaman, yogi, and Zen master.

Oy vey.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
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by partofit22 on Fri Jun 04, 2010 2:56 pm
Seigen wrote:

An example: It is often the case that one who has caused serious harm to another will
want to make amends in later life. But in the case of sexual abuse this can be an
opportunity for the abuser to regain lost intimacy, to "get off" on their access to the one
who has been harmed. This will occur in a private setting. A more public setting
involving a third party helps to prevent a distortion of intimacy and power from
happening.

wow, this seems such a shame, to exercise caution and suspicion to the point that
forgiveness and healing have no opportunity to take place-

is the process of forgiving a sexual transgression different from every other harm? does
each harm have it's own unique process to follow accordingly in order for it to be
forgiven? the process you mention can muddy a contrite heart- why then bother to make
amends if it's accepted that one who in the past sexually abused doesn't possess the nature
for a true confession? that their right effort is a ploy or yet another sexual snare set to "get
off" as you say? in the case of mr shimano, how much more valid would it make his
confession with a third party or panel present? how would his remorse be judged? what
gestures would they be looking for? and what if after his long awaited confession some of
the women didn't forgive him? that they just wanted to watch him to be humbled in the
presence of others as a form of personal revenge? should there be yet another party or
panel present to question the women of their intentions prior to them entering the room
where he would deliver his confession? it seems it would be just to have a panel to
protect him too-

partofit22

by Seigen on Fri Jun 04, 2010 3:09 pm

How distorting is it, partofit22, to call this a "panel"? Many Zen centers actually do have
a grievance policy that involves a third party, is this a "panel" to you?
Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by partofit22 on Fri Jun 04, 2010 3:29 pm

1've nothing against third parties or panels, seigen- providing they're present for more
than solely helping to prevent a distortion of intimacy and power from happening- the
way you stated it makes it sound to me like the third party would be present to protect the
harmed and not the confessor-
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but i do have problem with complicating and distorting the process of forgiveness-
partofit22

by Seigen on Fri Jun 04, 2010 3:49 pm

the way you stated it makes it sound to me like the third party would be present to protect
the harmed and not the confessor-

No, but this is the way you read it.
Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by Nonin on Fri Jun 04, 2010 3:52 pm

Jessica Roemischer's article is an excellent one. It has been around for quite a while.
However, it only covers one psychological aspect of a teacher / student sexual
relationship: how connecting intimately with a man in a power position ensures the
woman of the status and protection afforded by him, and by extension, by the children
that result from her connection with the alpha male. This is not a new phenomenon. It
especially plays out in primitive cultures and anthropologists have traced this into more
advanced cultures, such as our own. This is not only limited to current religious cultures
but also in other cultures as well, such as corporate culture.

In my many years of participation in the American Zen Teachers Association and the
Soto Zen Buddhist Association, I've come across a variety of teacher / student sexual
relationships, and I regard all of them as sexual misconduct because it's the teacher's
responsibility not to enter into such a relationship. That said, there are many different
kinds of these relationships, and this must be taken into account when we try to sort
things out and restore (if possible) the participants to their previous positions in the
community. I've worked with teachers who've transgressed, and this can be a long and
difficult process.

The above case is only one kind of teacher / student relationship. This occurs when a
woman student seeks a relationship with the alpha male teacher. In this case, the woman
initiates the relationship, and she would rarely see herself as a victim if or when it blows

up.

Another case occurs when the teacher is a serial sexual predator. In this case the woman
usually is and sees herself as a victim. This case has certainly occurred in Western Zen
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Buddhism, but my experience has been that it's uncommon. In one instance, a teacher
was relieved of his duties as Abbot and left the sangha.

Another case occurs when the teacher and the student fall in love. I have found this to be
the most common instance of sexual misconduct. When this happens, there are ways to
legitimatize the relationship in a sangha setting, and it is the teacher's responsibility to set
the process is motion in an acceptable way. However, few do. Instead, as the relationship
develops, usually over time, they follow their emotions and their hormones and end up in
bed. Then, somewhere along the line, all hell breaks loose! Also, there are mitigating
factors that determine how heavy the hell. If the teacher and student are both single, it can
be lighter. If either party is married or involved in a long-term relationship it can be
devastating to all involved and very difficult to sort through, not only for those intimately
involved but also for the sangha at large. Some of these teacher / student relationships
end up lasting over the long-term; some don't. It's very difficult to keep a relationship
going after such an inauspicious start.

Another case occurs when a single teacher acts out of loneliness and isolation and begins
a relationship with a single student. Very few Zen Buddhist teachers take vows of
celibacy, and most of their personal contacts are within the sangha, so their chances for
intimate relationships are limited. On the surface, both are free, but there is a power
imbalance in such a relationship and again, the teacher is responsible for not entering it.
Many sanghas now have Ethics Statements that provide ways to end the student / teacher
relationship and after a time, the teacher and the student can enter an intimate relationship
if they want to. Some follow the procedures; some don't, usually with negative results.

There are other cases that I could cite, but I won't. One thing that I want to mention
before closing is that woman are not always victims in these situations. It depends on the
situation and the circumstances surrounding them. Seeing the woman always as the
victim and all women as perpetual victims is not only misguided but also degrades all
women

The point of all of this is that each case of teacher sexual misconduct is in some way
unique, and it has to be treated as such. There are some Zen teachers in the US that have
been trained in mediation and conflict resolution, and they have been asked to help
resolve the messes that occur after sexual misconduct occurs. The Soto Zen Buddhist
Association is currently working on its own Ethics Statement and intends to provide a list
of trained persons to help all sangha members -- both teachers and students -- resolve
issues that arise from not only sexual misconduct but also from other misconduct, such as
misuse of power and financial irresponsibility.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by partofit22 on Fri Jun 04, 2010 4:11 pm

Seigen wrote:
the way you stated it makes it sound to me like the third party would be present to protect
the harmed and not the confessor-

No, but this is the way you read it.

yes, it is way 1 read it -- which is what 1 said- 1 now know it isn't what you meant-
partofit22

by Seigen on Fri Jun 04, 2010 4:25 pm

Jessica Roemisch's article is an excellent one. It has been around for quite a while.
However, it only covers one psychological aspect of a teacher / student sexual
relationship: how connecting intimately with a man in a power position ensures the
woman of the status and protection afforded by him, and by extension, by the children
that result from her connection with the alpha male. This is not a new phenomenon. It
especially plays out in primitive cultures and anthropologists have traced this into more
advanced cultures, such as our own. This is not only limited to current religious cultures
but also in other cultures as well, such as corporate culture.

Nonin, do you think that seeking such a relationship to power in our time is a healthy
spiritual path, that it is a continuing evolutionary development of "empowerment"
progress, as the article seems to put forth?

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by christopher::: on Fri Jun 04, 2010 4:35 pm
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It might be worth exploring the relationship of Sexuality to Spirituality and Liberation, to
the Dharma and Awakening, cause the sense 1 get is that many of us, including those we
look to as "teachers" -- have a rather muddled understanding...

Ajahn Chah worked it out for himself by walking around in the jungle with an erection,
till he was able to "let lust go"...

Buddha worked sensual lust out while sitting, he watched and observed and observed and
observed until he understood and found liberation from his desires...

If we don't have people leading us who understand how to do that, isnt it a bit like the
blind leading the blind?

Last edited by christopher::: on Fri Jun 04, 2010 4:38 pm, edited 1 time in total.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Nonin on Fri Jun 04, 2010 4:36 pm

Seigen wrote:

Jessica Roemisch's article is an excellent one. It has been around for quite a while.
However, it only covers one psychological aspect of a teacher / student sexual
relationship: how connecting intimately with a man in a power position ensures the
woman of the status and protection afforded by him, and by extension, by the children
that result from her connection with the alpha male. This is not a new phenomenon. It
especially plays out in primitive cultures and anthropologists have traced this into more
advanced cultures, such as our own. This is not only limited to current religious cultures
but also in other cultures as well, such as corporate culture.

Nonin, do you think that seeking such a relationship to power in our time is a healthy
spiritual path, that it is a continuing evolutionary development of "empowerment"

progress, as the article seems to put forth?

No, it's not a healthy spiritual path, and for me, the article doesn't put forth what you say
it "seems" to.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA
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http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Nonin on Fri Jun 04, 2010 4:44 pm

christopher::: wrote:

It might be worth exploring the relationship of Sexuality to Spirituality and Liberation, to
the Dharma and Awakening, cause the sense 1 get is that many of us, including those we
look to as "teachers" -- have a rather muddled understanding...

Ajahn Chah worked it out for himself by walking around in the jungle with an erection,
till he was able to "let lust go"...

Buddha worked sensual lust out while sitting, he watched and observed and observed and
observed until he understood and found liberation from his desires...

If we don't have people leading us who understand how to do that, isnt it a bit like the
blind leading the blind?

Sexuality is a matter of physical and emotional attraction and hormones, Chris; it has no
more relationship to Spirituality and Liberation, to the Dharma and Awakening, than
eating or drinking.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Carol on Fri Jun 04, 2010 4:52 pm

I think NellaLou's comments (which you can read on her blog in full here) are the most
insightful that I have read, and give us an opportunity to take the discussion to another
level. If you haven't read it yet, [ recommend you take the time. She certainly nailed my
number, and she might have nailed yours too.
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How can the impulse for forgiveness, retribution or justice be reconciled? If they cannot
be reconciled, then what?

As I think about it, it seems these three things are what the "victim" may be oriented
towards. Some of us here (myself especially) have been advocating forgiveness as the
means of healing for the "victim." Others have seemed more oriented towards retribution
as a means of correcting the wrong. NellaLou says, and I agree with her, that "premature
forgiveness" without justice can just be repression.

She points out that: "Retributive justice and adversarial formats disconnect the effected
parties from each other and from the larger community. Yet they are often seen to
represent the larger community, particularly the prosecution side of things. Do they really
do that? Do you feel any better when prosecutors get convictions? Do you even follow
courtroom proceedings? Does it make your community safer, and I don’t just mean feel
safer? "

On the other hand, she proposes other models for justice, in particular "restorative
justice." She says, "The purpose of restorative justice is to address not only an injustice
but to allow an offender and victim to be acknowledged by the community, to resolve
differences and emotional pain and to provide social healing in the larger context."

She then goes on to list several things that need to happen for restorative justice to be
effective.

Having recently been through a situation where neither the "victim" nor the "offender"
wanted to engage in a process of restorative justice -- both just wanted people to line up
and take sides, for or against -- while the organization, itself, lacked the cultural will to
require that some process be attempted to move beyond that. Most people just wanted to
take sides. So I chose to leave the organization, not because I was on one side or the
other, but because such an organization just isn't healthy for people and other living
things.

It appears to me that many Zen groups have adopted the "restorative justice" approach
through admirabe policies and procedures aimed at accomplishing precisely these aims:
"to address not only an injustice but to allow an offender and victim to be acknowledged
by the community, to resolve differences and emotional pain and to provide social
healing in the larger context."

That's a very good thing for Zen in the West in general. It's also worth noting that ZCLA
actually did address the issues with Maezumi Roshi in this manner. It helped them to get
through it and survive. But, even so, many left and carried a lot of pain with them. The
current Abbot, Roshi Wendy Egyoku Nakao, talks about their process with depth and
candor in an interview she gave. It's online & I'll see if I can find the URL -- worth
listening to for anyone troubled by these issues.
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But it doesn't help those who are left with unreconciled pain from other organizations that
did not or will not engage in such a process. And my comments so far have mainly been
addressed to that situation ... how can we deal with that pain or help others who must deal
with such pain? In the absence of restorative justice, is retributional justice the only
response left to us? As a society, I really think we can see that it doesn't work.

It's a very hard thing when you're stuck with someone who "gets away with it", who
appears to have more power or social standing, or whatever ... so that he or she is never
made to pay a price (that you can see) for the wrong that they did to you. What then?
How do we help our friends in that situation?

It's clear from the documents that there have been several confrontations with Eido
Shimano Roshi over the years, board meetings, blowups in the sangha, board members
and other people leaving and so on ... This was no secret, it was widely known. So, there
has been a price paid in loss of reputation and respect in many quarters. But there has also
never been a public self-abasement or submission to a restorative justice type of
proceeding by Eido Roshi, and his board has never mustered a majority vote to require it
of him. (And the minority board members resign from the board when they find the lack
of sufficient cultural will in the institution.)

I seriously doubt that anything Stuart Lachs publishes, or Aitkin Roshi publishes, or
anyone else publishes, will have any effect on the culture at the Zen Studies Society
while Eido Roshi lives.

So, where does that leave our friend, Genkaku? He has brought his pain here to share it
with us. What can we do to help him?

Also, many of us share a common interest in Zen in the West. This is our community.
What do we want for it? What would help ... public shaming and driving someone out of
the community? Sometimes I think that's what Lachs is after ... but I could be wrong
about that. Quite frankly, I don't think that's possible. There is no "authority" that can do
that. Dispite his tarnished reputation, Eido Roshi's lineage continues and there are some
extraordinarily good teachers who have emerged from that ineage (and, reportedy, some
other problems teachers as well).

I don't want to trivialize, I don't think it's a trivial problem at all, but I do believe these
kinds of problems have been with the transmission of Buddhism from the beginning, and
they are with us here and now, and will persist into the future -- the good, the bad, and the

ugly.
I hope the container is large enough ...

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi
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Carol

by christopher::: on Fri Jun 04, 2010 5:04 pm
Nonin wrote:

Sexuality is a matter of physical and emotional attraction and hormones, Chris; it has no
more relationship to Spirituality and Liberation, to the Dharma and Awakening, than
eating or drinking.

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin
Carol wrote:

I don't want to trivialize, I don't think it's a trivial problem at all, but I do believe these
kinds of problems have been with the transmission of Buddhism from the beginning, and
they are with us here and now, and will persist into the future -- the good, the bad, and the

ugly.
I hope the container is large enough ...

These kinds of problems have been with the transmission of Buddhism from the
beginning, but Buddha himself was pretty clear that sexuality is indeed different from
eating and drinking. Buddhist monks who set their sights on liberation continue to eat and
drink, but look upon sexual desires as fetters and hindrances. Thich Nhat Hanh is one
current Zen teacher who seems to feel this way, there may be others. Many Tibetan and
Theravadan Buddhists make these distinctions. They have all the same problems, but they
don't treat sex as being the same as eating and drinking, for those who dedicate their lives
to teaching the dharma. I don't see how these surface problems can be addressed without
dealing with the deeper issues of sexuality and spirituality, which give rise to them...

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Carol on Fri Jun 04, 2010 5:19 pm

Carol wrote:
How can the impulse for forgiveness, retribution or justice be reconciled? If they cannot
be reconciled, then what?
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As I think about it, it seems these three things are what the "victim" may be oriented
towards.

I meant to follow up on this thought, but got sidetracked.

If the "victim" is interested in forgiveness, retribution or justice, or if those are the
options available to him/her, what is the orientation of the "offender?"

I think that's a VERY important question, because perhaps the major obstacle to some
process of "restorative justice" is getting the offender to participate in it. The blame and
shame game doesn't seem to do it. So, I think some inquiry into the needs of the offender
would be very helful here.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Linda Anderson on Fri Jun 04, 2010 5:43 pm

Yes, taking it to the next level of discussion. I also see that in addition to retribution and
restorative work, we can always trust karma to find it's own level. The way of karma
doesn't necessarily bring healing to the bystanders when restorative intentions fall upon
the impervious. Then, it's another path for us. I'm on mine. Yes, I find the light is indeed
found in the midst of the challenge. Shattering my innocence of a perfect world view in
spirituality isn't all bad. And, it's true that awakening doesn't require the absence of
anything... I sometimes think of it as a living Bardo... where nothing is external.

As to Seigen's question about development. The pattern of one acquiring status and
protection in an unequal relationship can pretty much be viewed as a Jungian style father-
daugher relationship. Since the power relationship is unbalanced and unconscious, the
relationship will likely be disempowering and 1s nearly impossible to transcend to a
healthy one. These kinds of parental relationships exist in every aspect of life, including
spiritual communities, until we become conscious.

I do think that a healthy relationship can be a path to spiritual development. Healthy
relationships are waking up to the unconscious dynamics of attachment and attraction.
This is nearly unknown in this world, yet the consciousness work is beginning. (read
Richard Moss (esp) and Gay & Kathlyn Hendricks). To be with the suchness in
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relationship is a matter for a Bodhisattva... to be in the relationship but not of it. For lay
people, it seems a way for many who want to go beyond sexual politics. From what I've
seen in some teacher-student relationships, they contain enough unconscious dynamics as
to be questionably healthy also. Forgive my limited view and experience. A mature
relationship of collaboration is something else entirely.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Carol on Fri Jun 04, 2010 6:15 pm

christopher::: wrote:

These kinds of problems have been with the transmission of Buddhism from the
beginning, but Buddha himself was pretty clear that sexuality is indeed different from
eating and drinking. Buddhist monks who set their sights on liberation continue to eat and
drink, but look upon sexual desires as fetters and hindrances. Thich Nhat Hanh is one
current Zen teacher who seems to feel this way, there may be others. Many Tibetan and
Theravadan Buddhists make these distinctions. They have all the same problems, but they
don't treat sex as being the same as eating and drinking, for those who dedicate their lives
to teaching the dharma. I don't see how these surface problems can be addressed without
dealing with the deeper issues of sexuality and spirituality, which give rise to them...

We'll just have to disagree, Christopher, what Thich Nhat Hanh may or may not feel
notwithstanding.

A teaching that regards sexuality as fetters and hindrances is a limited Dharma, a partial
and perhaps expedient teaching for some in some circumstances ... but it is not the
Dharma which shines in all things.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by Seigen on Fri Jun 04, 2010 6:53 pm
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Nonin, true, I was caught up in and bogged down by the rhetoric of power that pervades
this essay, even to the last quote from Mathew Arnold. But there is also:

...we can reach for a higher morality that doesn't bind us but rather frees us and that we
can now embrace in light of a genuinely new possibility. That possibility is a new
women's liberation born of taking responsibility for our spiritual journey beyond self-
serving desires [for power?], facing directly and honestly into what we have brought to
the situation, and consciously disengaging the age-old structures [of power? ] that no
longer serve us.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by Nonin on Fri Jun 04, 2010 7:39 pm

christopher::: wrote:
Nonin wrote:

Sexuality is a matter of physical and emotional attraction and hormones, Chris; it has no
more relationship to Spirituality and Liberation, to the Dharma and Awakening, than
eating or drinking.

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin
Carol wrote:

I don't want to trivialize, I don't think it's a trivial problem at all, but I do believe these
kinds of problems have been with the transmission of Buddhism from the beginning, and
they are with us here and now, and will persist into the future -- the good, the bad, and the

ugly.
I hope the container is large enough ...

These kinds of problems have been with the transmission of Buddhism from the
beginning, but Buddha himself was pretty clear that sexuality is indeed different from
eating and drinking. Buddhist monks who set their sights on liberation continue to eat and
drink, but look upon sexual desires as fetters and hindrances. Thich Nhat Hanh is one
current Zen teacher who seems to feel this way, there may be others. Many Tibetan and
Theravadan Buddhists make these distinctions. They have all the same problems, but they
don't treat sex as being the same as eating and drinking, for those who dedicate their lives
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to teaching the dharma. I don't see how these surface problems can be addressed without
dealing with the deeper issues of sexuality and spirituality, which give rise to them...

Zen Buddhist practitioners do not look upon sexual desires as fetters and hindrances, only
those who choose to live celibate lives. The vows that I took during priest ordination do
not include celibacy. When I was a monk, I chose this path because it was part of the
monastery rules.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by Nonin on Fri Jun 04, 2010 7:43 pm

Carol wrote:

I seriously doubt that anything Stuart Lachs publishes, or Aitkin Roshi publishes, or
anyone else publishes, will have any effect on the culture at the Zen Studies Society
while Eido Roshi lives.

So, where does that leave our friend, Genkaku? He has brought his pain here to share it
with us. What can we do to help him?

I tried to help him by giving him my best advice based on my experience, but he brushed
me off.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
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by Carol on Fri Jun 04, 2010 7:43 pm
Ah, here it is. I see I posted it in this very thread back in November.

Carol wrote:

There is a profoundly moving interview with Wendy Engokuo Nakao Roshi, the current
Abbot at Zen Center of Los Angeles, where she discusses without flinching the damage
done when Maezumi Roshi had his sexual affairs and alcohol problems. She also
discusses with heartfelt clarity what they did at ZCLA to repair the damage. Deeply
moving stuff, especially when she discusses Maezumi Roshi's years after the scandal.
Much more interesting to me than salacious gossip. I do believe even the worst mistakes
can be transformed into Buddha's teachings. Perhaps that's because of the mistakes I have
made in my life. I just never can believe anyone is beyond redemption.

Part 1 is the early part of her spiritual

development/path. Part 2 is a very moving discussion of Maezumi Roshi
and what happened at ZCLA. Part 3 is a very interesting discussion of
ZCLA and its horizontal/circle leadership structure ... and how the
healing happened. Each part is about 1 hour. Worth listening,

especially parts 2 & 3.

If anyone's interested here are the links:

Part 1: http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-1.mp3
Part 2: http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-2.mp3
Part 3: http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-3.mp3
It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by Nonin on Fri Jun 04, 2010 9:39 pm

Seigen wrote:
Nonin, true, I was caught up in and bogged down by the rhetoric of power that pervades
this essay, even to the last quote from Mathew Arnold. But there is also:
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...we can reach for a higher morality that doesn't bind us but rather frees us and that we
can now embrace in light of a genuinely new possibility. That possibility is a new
women's liberation born of taking responsibility for our spiritual journey beyond self-
serving desires [for power?], facing directly and honestly into what we have brought to
the situation, and consciously disengaging the age-old structures [of power? ] that no
longer serve us.

This is a key to her point of view. I'm assuming that the "power?" that you put in brackets
are your additions, Seigen; is this so? I would say that this makes sense but that Jessica
Roemischer is also talking about "self-serving desires" other than power, such as "status,
and that "the age-old structures" also refer to "male dominance" or "hierarchical power."
Some Japanese Zen Buddhist structures do not serve us well in the West; some do. In the
United States, Zen Buddhists value democratic governance, gender equity, and horizontal
power sharing, for instance. In Japan, these are not important.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by partofit22 on Fri Jun 04, 2010 9:50 pm

“You will not be punished for your anger, you will be punished by your anger”

“To understand everything is to forgive everything"

-- Buddha

"you cannot forget what they said any more than you cannot feel the wind when it blows-
but if you let the wind blow through you, you will take away its power to blow you
down-"

-- from The Lakota Way

Nine Steps to Forgiveness:



227

# Know exactly how you feel about what happened and be able to articulate what about
the situation is not OK. Then, tell a couple of trusted people about your experience.

# Make a commitment to yourself to do what you have to do to feel better. Forgiveness is
for you and not for anyone else. No one else even has to know about your decision.

# Understand your goal. Forgiveness does not necessarily mean reconciliation with the
person that upset you, or condoning of their action. What you are after is to find peace.
Forgiveness can be defined as the "peace and understanding that come from blaming that
which has hurt you less, taking the life experience less personally, and changing your
grievance story."

# Get the right perspective on what is happening. Recognize that your primary distress is
coming from the hurt feelings, thoughts and physical upset you are suffering now, not
what offended you or hurt you two minutes - or ten years -ago.

# At the moment you feel upset practice the a simple stress management technique to
soothe your body's flight or fight response.

# Give up expecting things from other people, or your life, that they do not choose to give
you. Recognize the "unenforceable rules" you have for your health or how you or other
people must behave. Remind yourself that you can hope for health, love, friendship and
prosperity and work hard to get them. However, you will suffer when you demand these
things occur when you do not have the power to make them happen.

# Put your energy into looking for another way to get your positive goals met than
through the experience that has hurt you. I call this step finding your positive intention.
Instead of mentally replaying your hurt seek out new ways to get what you want.

# Remember that a life well lived is your best revenge. Instead of focusing on your
wounded feelings, and thereby giving the person who caused you pain power over you,
learn to look for the love, beauty and kindness around you.

# Amend your grievance story to remind you of the heroic choice to forgive.

-- Frederic Luskin

partofit22

by franf on Fri Jun 04, 2010 10:08 pm

Nonoin says....
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Some Japanese Zen Buddhist structures do not serve us well in the West; some do. In the
United States, Zen Buddhists value democratic governance, gender equity, and horizontal
power sharing, for instance. In Japan, these are not important.

It seems to me that democratic governance, gender equity, and horizontal power sharing
ARE very important in Japan......or maybe it is just Zen Buddhists there who do not care.
Am I misunderstanding what you are trying to say? For instance go to this web page and
see for your self.....

http://www.gender.go.jp/english contents/index.html
These are just the "topics" one can explore there.....

October 5, 2009 White Paper on Gender Equality 2009

February 3, 2010 (Pamphlet) Women and Men in Japan

April 7, 2010 Kick-off Seminar towards 2010 APEC WLN Meeting in Japan (March 24,
2010)

What's a Gender-equal Society?
Activities of the Government for Realizing a Gender-equal Society
The Organizational Structure of the National Machinery in Japan

The Basic Law for a Gender-equal Society (Law No. 78 of 1999)
Act on the Prevention of Spousal Violence and the Protection of Victims[PDF]

Beijing+10
Women2000(Beijing+5)
CEDAW

The 2nd East Asia Gender Equality Ministerial Meeting(6-7 December 2007)
East Asia Gender Equality Ministerial Meeting(30 June-1 July 2006)

White Paper, Report and National Plan of Action
(Pamphlet) Women and Men in Japan (2010)

(Pamphlet) Women and Men in Japan (2009)

(Pamphlet) STOP THE VIOLENCE (2008)[PDF:497KB]
(Pamphlet)Gender Equality in Japan (2006, 2007)
"Women in Japan Today"(1996-2006)

International Comparison of the Social Environment regarding the Declining Birthrates
and Gender-Equality

Abbot/monk of an Intentional Buddhist Community
http://members.socket.net/~oldfree

My late teacher requested that his identity not be disclosed

franf
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by Carol on Fri Jun 04, 2010 10:14 pm

Thanks for the links, franf. That is quite surprising, given my reading and understanding
of Japanese culture. My guess is that the West is moving East at the same time that the
East is moving West. Duh! Of course, that is bound to be the case.

As I cross the bridge, the bridge flows, the water is still.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by franf on Fri Jun 04, 2010 10:29 pm

Carol says....
As I cross the bridge, the bridge flows, the water is still.

Lovely sentence! I think it applies to this whole discussion/topic also....
Abbot/monk of an Intentional Buddhist Community
http://members.socket.net/~oldfree

My late teacher requested that his identity not be disclosed

franf

by Nonin on Fri Jun 04, 2010 11:23 pm
franf,

I was speaking about "Zen Buddhist structures" when I said that "Some Japanese Zen
Buddhist structures do not serve us well in the West; some do. In the United States, Zen
Buddhists value democratic governance, gender equity, and horizontal power sharing, for
instance. In Japan, these are not important." I guess that I should have added, "in Zen
Buddhist institutions."

The links that you provided are to papers that are relatively new. These are new
developments in Japanese Society, and as far as I know have not made their way into Zen
Buddhist culture, which in Japan is culturally and politically very conservative. In fact,
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one of my teachers there said that when I came to the monastery directly from the airport,
I didn't come to Japan, I came to medieval Japan.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by franf on Sat Jun 05, 2010 12:03 am

Thanks for the clarification. I remember that someone said it was very difficult to go
about their monastic life as a monk in Viet Nam when the war was going on. Of course
we all remember the picture of the monk that immolated himself in the street to protest
the war and the horrible treatment of the citizens of his country. It would seem that
people in a monastery would be more in touch with human suffering if they were
practicing the Dharma. I know the history of male dominance in Japanese society. I find
it astounding that Zen Buddhism in Japan is so isolated from the goings on in their own
society and the human suffering caused by male dominance. This is on subject also,
because this male dominance and insensitivity is still a problem with many Buddhist
teachers/priests in America. Many of the problems happen because they position them
self in authority over others and then take advantage of their position. This kind of
behavior is demoralizing at best, and completely insensitive and callous. If they would
step down from their lofty positions, and join the rest of humanity, then they would not
incur such scrutiny that this endless topic has produced. When 1 look around the forest we
live in, sexual activity is constant. It is natural. It is the unnatural positions of
teacher/student that can and does cause an unending dialogue. It would be much better to
form a relationship of spiritual friends, and mutual respect and love to pass on the
Dharma. Maybe Buddhism will adapt to the strong cultural propensities in America of
sexual equity, and level a "teacher's" authority over others.

Abbot/monk of an Intentional Buddhist Community

http://members.socket.net/~oldfree

My late teacher requested that his identity not be disclosed

franf

by christopher::: on Sat Jun 05, 2010 12:43 am
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I've been living here in Japan since 1994. Over that time there's been a very noticable
change concerning recognition of sexual harrassment and social condemnation of it.
Posters warning against harrassment in schools, workplaces, in subway stations and
government buildings. Talk on television and most importantly changes in laws
protecting women and actively making certain formally "acceptable" sexist behavior
illegal or at the very least socially unacceptable. It took some high profile cases to shake
things up, initially.

Largest Sexual Harassment Award Made in Japan (1999)
BBC: Harassment claims soar in Japan (2000)

I think women feel more secure and protected, much clearer lines have been drawn about
what is acceptable and unacceptable behavior. Not that the problems have been
completely solved....

Sexual harassment still a big problem (2006)
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Carol on Sat Jun 05, 2010 2:24 am

franf wrote:
Carol says....
As I cross the bridge, the bridge flows, the water is still.

Lovely sentence! I think it applies to this whole discussion/topic also....

It is one of the "miscellaneous koans" collected by the Sanbo Kyodan school from the
various koan collections handed down from the Zen Masters of China, Korea and Japan,
and used for beginning students both in the Sanbo Kyodan school and it's descendant the
Diamond Sangha to help them settle back on the ground again after an initial opening
experience.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol
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by Seigen on Sat Jun 05, 2010 2:40 pm

Nonin wrote:

This is a key to her point of view. I'm assuming that the "power?" that you put in brackets
are your additions, Seigen; is this so? I would say that this makes sense but that Jessica
Roemischer is also talking about "self-serving desires" other than power, such as "status,
and that "the age-old structures" also refer to "male dominance" or "hierarchical power."

Yes, those bracketed power question marks are my own insertions. In the very beginning,
and in a description of her own relationship with a teacher, she is setting up sexuality and
spirituality as a relationship to and of power, with the aim of dressing up female sexual
power in such relationships. I see in your comment the desire to parse out some important
distinctions, status does not always equal power for example. And it is important to do
this, as how one speaks of power in one spiritual tradition is different than in another,
right? Contemporary Zen practioners might dismiss the reliquaries that exist in their own
tradition while Tibetans might carry bones with them wherever they go.

What I see in Roemischer's article, and what I believe NellaLou is also seeing when she
uses the word sociopath, is that in the context of a trendy new age grasping of spirituality
as empowerment (just think of the title, The Power of Now, for example) the language in
this article endorses the path of those who are seeking power as their spiritual inspiration
and goal without putting serious pressure on what it might mean to do so. That is how |
see it.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

Re: Sexual misconduct
by christopher::: on Sun Jun 06, 2010 1:48 am

Insightful posts, Seigen. As soon as human social hierarchies develop, power becomes an
issue, so 1 don't think this is just a "new age" trend. Unfortunately there are many who
stay away from formal teachers and organized religion for that very reason. Just as there
are many that are drawn to such settings, for the same reason.

It's a shame, cause power and sex are two of the issues that spiritual practice is meant to
help us unravel and understand, and teachers who recognize this (are free of unhelpful
patterns) will be able to help their students much more then those who struggle or in
denial, imo.

Interesting article here on some of the history of Soto Zen Buddhism. The sames kinds of
issues have arisen with Tibetan Buddhism, Rinzai, all the various schools. As soon as you
start setting up a history with systems of transmission and leaders, temple buildings that
need to be financed, etc, all these issues start to arise...
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I think the Soto Zen Teachers Association is moving in the right direction to address
these problems. Nonin's honesty and forthrightness on this topic is wonderful. Gregory
has said some insightful things about this, and 1 think Stuart Lachs writing is very
important. Lachs probably makes many formal teachers uncomfortable but its important
to remember he was an insider, he's not just speaking and writing as an uninvolved critic
or academic...

Two very good audio interviews with him over at Zen Geeks....

Zen Masters: Dressing the Donkey with Bells and Scarves

The Darker Side of Zen: Institutions Defining Reality

I think the challenge is to be critical and honest but also not to fall into a dualistic view
about this. These are very human problems and if we face up to difficulties and accept
help when we need it we should be able to untie knots and figure things out...

All of us can benefit from that approach with our own "issues," no?

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by genkaku on Wed Jul 14, 2010 2:16 pm

Edited to delete until partofit's apt observations are addressed. I apologize for not being
more careful in passing along what I still think (but can't prove) is an appropriate email.
Last edited by genkaku on Wed Jul 14, 2010 4:18 pm, edited 1 time in total.

genkaku

by partofit22 on Wed Jul 14, 2010 3:43 pm

hi adam- 1 clicked on the link you provided- what you quoted was right there at the top
but it didn't say anything about him stepping down-
this is what it says:

here: http://www.zenstudies.org/ethical.html
The Zen Studies Society acknowledges that there have been occurrences of improper

relationships between teachers and students. In the past, attempts to address concerns
about such relationships were not satisfactory. The present board has revised and posted
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the following Guidelines for Ethical Behavior, including a grievance procedure. The
board is adamant that these guidelines be upheld. The board also wishes to begin a
process of reconciliation. If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been
acknowledged or heard, please contact a member of the ethics committee.

is the information about him stepping down on another page of the zen studies site?
partofit22

by Seigen on Wed Jul 14, 2010 4:32 pm

His proper name is at the very top of the page, above the ethical guidelines: Abbot
Sweetcake Enso

Seigen

by genkaku on Wed Jul 14, 2010 4:47 pm
On July 13, 2010, the following was posted at Zen Studies Society

The Zen Studies Society acknowledges that there have been occurrences of improper
relationships between teachers and students. In the past, attempts to address concerns
about such relationships were not satisfactory. The present board has revised and posted
the following Guidelines for Ethical Behavior, including a grievance procedure. The
board is adamant that these guidelines be upheld. The board also wishes to begin a
process of reconciliation. If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been
acknowledged or heard, please contact a member of the ethics committee. On July 4,
2010, Eido Shimano Roshi and Aiho-san Shimano, who served the Zen Studies Society
Board of Directors for the past forty-two years, voluntarily stepped down from the board
to facilitate a smooth transition of both temporal authority and spiritual legacy.

By July 14, 2010, the text had been revised to read:

The Zen Studies Society acknowledges that there have been occurrences of improper
relationships between teachers and students. In the past, attempts to address concerns
about such relationships were not satisfactory. The present board has revised and posted
the following Guidelines for Ethical Behavior, including a grievance procedure. The
board is adamant that these guidelines be upheld. The board also wishes to begin a
process of reconciliation. If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been
acknowledged or heard, please contact a member of the ethics committee.

As noted by Seigen, "Eido Shimano Roshi" remains abbot of Zen Studies Society.
Last edited by genkaku on Wed Jul 14, 2010 4:52 pm, edited 1 time in total.



genkaku

by partofit22 on Wed Jul 14, 2010 4:49 pm

adam, could he remain abbot and not a board member?
partofit22

by genkaku on Wed Jul 14, 2010 4:54 pm

partofit22 wrote:
adam, could he remain abbot and not a board member?

I don't know, but I doubt it.
genkaku

by Carol on Wed Jul 14,2010 5:19 pm
genkaku wrote:
partofit22 wrote:

adam, could he remain abbot and not a board member?

I don't know, but I doubt it.
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Yes, unless their bylaws specify that the abbot must be a board member. There is no legal

requirement one way or the other. Quite often the "chief executive" or "executive
director" of a non-profit serves on the board of directors, and perhaps more often s/he

does not.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by christopher::: on Thu Jul 15,2010 12:28 am
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In Japanese culture for persons in positions of power to admit to deceptions and
wrongdoing is to lose face, completely. You then have to apologize publicly, step down
from your position, bow down on your knees and show remorse. Some commit suicide.

When not forced into apologizing people tend to remain in denial, imo, as the other
option, of transparency and public shame, is just too painful to consider. Spouses and
close associates can also get pulled into the maintanance of a facade, as their pride, social
position and public image is tied directly to that of the person who's suspected of
wrongdoing.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by genkaku on Thu Jul 15, 2010 6:58 pm
I posted this today on Robert Aitken Roshi's blog:
Posted by Zen Studies Society:

"If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been acknowledged or heard,
please contact a member of the ethics committee."

1. The implication of this invitation is that those who may have felt badly-treated in the
past can now trust that they will receive good treatment. But why should they assume
that? Because it is written in a statement? From the point of view of those who may have
felt misused or denigrated, which is more convincing -- a 40-year track record or a newly
minted statement of concern?

2. Who is on the ethics committee and to what extent should those who feel wounded and
discarded believe that these members are not now, as they have been in the past, Mr.
Shimano's obedient surrogates?

3. Is it possible that an ombudsman -- probably someone from outside the Zen Studies
Society framework -- could be engaged to hear both sides of the story and be granted the
authority to mete out decisions and, possibly, penalties?

4. To what extent is the Ethics Committee serious in its promises and to what extent are
their 'caring' assertions little more than a subterfuge exercised so effectively in the past?

5. I fear that without spelling things out in greater detail, what was posited as 'ethical' will
simply devolve into more of the same old 'unethical.'

July 15,2010 5:29 AM

genkaku
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by partofit22 on Thu Jul 15, 2010 9:07 pm
mr shimano's name doesn't appear on the zss board member list-
at the zss site, current members of the board are listed:

The current members of the ZSS Board are:
Carl Yuho Baldini

Shinge Roko Sherry Chayat

Joe Soun Dowling

Seigan Glassing

Genjo Marinello

Chris Shoteki Phelan

Randy Banko Philips

Richard Zenshin Rudin

Jim Togen Streit

http://www.zenstudies.org/ethical.html
1t doesn't list the members of the ethics committee-

1s the zss board above the same as the board
they are referring to here:

The Zen Studies Society acknowledges that there have been occurrences of improper
relationships between teachers and students. In the past, attempts to address concerns
about such relationships were not satisfactory. The present board has revised and posted
the following Guidelines for Ethical Behavior, including a grievance procedure. The
board is adamant that these guidelines be upheld. The board also wishes to begin a
process of reconciliation. If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been
acknowledged or heard, please contact a member of the ethics committee.

?

is there a bigger, more important board not mentioned? like the board of directors
mentioned in the supposed deleted statement?

"On July 4, 2010, Eido Shimano Roshi and Aiho-san Shimano, who served the Zen
Studies Society Board of Directors for the past forty-two years, voluntarily stepped down
from the board to facilitate a smooth transition of both temporal authority and spiritual
legacy."

it's strange that an important sentence, such as the one above, would be so weirdly
placed- like at the end of the statement in the quote box above-
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partofit22

by Carol on Fri Jul 16, 2010 12:08 am

partofit22 wrote:
mr shimano's name doesn't appear on the zss board member list-

at the zss site, current members of the board are listed:

The current members of the ZSS Board are:
Carl Yuho Baldini

Shinge Roko Sherry Chayat

Joe Soun Dowling

Seigan Glassing

Genjo Marinello

Chris Shoteki Phelan

Randy Banko Philips

Richard Zenshin Rudin

Jim Togen Streit

http://www.zenstudies.org/ethical.html
1t doesn't list the members of the ethics committee-

1s the zss board above the same as the board
they are referring to here:

The Zen Studies Society acknowledges that there have been occurrences of improper
relationships between teachers and students. In the past, attempts to address concerns
about such relationships were not satisfactory. The present board has revised and posted
the following Guidelines for Ethical Behavior, including a grievance procedure. The
board is adamant that these guidelines be upheld. The board also wishes to begin a
process of reconciliation. If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been
acknowledged or heard, please contact a member of the ethics committee.

?

is there a bigger, more important board not mentioned? like the board of directors
mentioned in the supposed deleted statement?

"On July 4, 2010, Eido Shimano Roshi and Aiho-san Shimano, who served the Zen
Studies Society Board of Directors for the past forty-two years, voluntarily stepped down
from the board to facilitate a smooth transition of both temporal authority and spiritual
legacy."
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it's strange that an important sentence, such as the one above, would be so weirdly
placed- like at the end of the statement in the quote box above-

"The board" means the board of directors in this context. The board of directors is the
ultimate authority in any non-profit organization as to governance and management.
It is time to sit down and be still,

for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by christopher::: on Fri Jul 16, 2010 1:26 am

I just went through the posts at Robert Aitken Roshi's blog, that genkaku linked. This
post jJumped out for me, not that i agree completely with Brenda's view, but the "life
koan" she describes is worth considering. Will Shimano's confession or retirement fix
everything? The institutional culture there now is toxic, needs to be changed, but healing
will only come from forgiveness and is something people have to do on their own,
individually.

Dr Brenda Shoshanna said...

Thank you for your thoughtful and wise response. To begin to respond, the hierarchy that
you mention in the organization, those who were close to Eido Roshi was never a
constant. Many, many left, sooner or later. Many tried to publicize these facts and
undertook all kinds of action. And the zazen practice, our true teacher, that which we
return to endlessly, went on and on.

Secondly, what you say about forgiveness is certainly valid on one level. We can forgive
and also choose not to stay in a toxic situation, there is certainly wisdom to that. This
kind of forgiveness is conditional based upon the individual's confession of wrong doing.
. based upon the individual doing as we wish. And yet, to me, Zen practice goes beyond
the practical, psychological response to our distress. There is also unconditional
forgiveness available - a great act of love, in my view. This is the forgiveness offered by
not being willing to focus upon the darkness in an individual. This does not mean not
seeing it, but not making it primary, not making it all of who the person is. This is seeing
beyond the personality into the core of who we all are. I believe it is similar to the
forgiveness Christ offered and tried to teach. He said to the woman, "Go and sin no
more." But if she did sin and returned, I believe he would have forgiven again.

Perhaps the best way to describe this is to share what happened to me when I learned
about Eido Roshi's affairs. It was three or four years after I'd been practicing at the NY
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Zendo, many years ago. [ was shocked, stunned, couldn't eat or sleep for several days.
Besdides myself, I talked about it to a dear sangha member, Kushu, (no longer alive). We
were up at Dai Bosatsu Mountain. I said to him, "How can this be? The Zen practice here
is so profound, the zazen so powerful, the teisho's incredible...the dokusan piercing. I
don't understand it. I loved Eido Roshi so much, and now this!!" Kushu's answer was
very straightforward and simple. It changed my life.

He said, "You only think you loved him. But you only loved your dreams about him.
When you can see not just your dreams about a person, not just what you want him to be,
but all of who he truly is, and still love him, then you're doing something! That's love."
That became my life koan. I returned home from the mountain that day forever changed.
That is my practice....to see everything about a person and still love and accept them.
Eido Roshi has shown great, great patience with me, and with others. Our zazen practice
is hard. We all fall down over and over. Doesn't he deserve great patience as well?

Deep, heartfelt gasshos to all,

Eshin Brenda Shoshanna

June 7, 2010 7:03 AM

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Dan74 on Fri Jul 16, 2010 2:08 am
Doesn't it cut both ways, though?

Accepting the abuser, the liar, the hypocrite, just as he is (with all his other qualities and I
am sure there are many), do we not accept our hurt and anger at what he had done?

Is there not an impartiality in what is accepted, taken into the fold?

On the other hand, there is a confusion going on, isn't there? In the ultimate sense even
Hitler is just emptiness and we are responsible for our reaction, rather than him. Of
course he is forgiven, as a deluded human being, one who brought about immense
suffering and suffered himself. And ultimately he was not a self but a coming together of
many causes and conditions, so it makes as much sense to hate Hitler as hurricane
Katrina.

But in a relative sense, as human beings, it is not only our conditioning but our duty to
expose and fight injustice. On this level, forgiveness equals apathy and anger when
handled properly can lead to great results. Also our personal conditioning, in the sense
that we respond so much more to situations involving another being, is very deep, and
until one is deeply enlightened, such situations push buttons more than anything else. It is
naive to believe oneself immune to this, I think.
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Basically as a practitioner, I am responsible for my feelings and the use I put them to. It's
work in progress, isn't it? It is life's koan and we should respect it enough not to
anticipate its solution.

/.

Dan74

by christopher::: on Fri Jul 16, 2010 3:07 am
Yes!!
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Christopher on Fri Jul 16,2010 11:41 am

genkaku wrote:
these members are not now, as they have been in the past, Mr. Shimano's obedient
surrogates?

I remember visiting the New York Zendo for the first time after coming back from
Ryutaku-ji, maybe in 2001. I hadn't heard a thing about Eido, but found it strange that he
didn't seem to uphold much of a relationship with his alma mater in Japan, preferring to
send any DBZ people to Shogen-ji instead. It just seemed a little bizarre, especially when
his dharma brother - and current abbot of Ryutaku-ji - also ran a zen group practically
down the street in Soho. So in all my naiveté I asked the guy running the Zendo why he
thought this was. And he just shrugged and said "I guess Kyudo and Eido just don't like
each other!"

Now I don't know what I personally would have said in the poor guy's position, but in
retrospect it does kind of seem like he was denying the elephant in the room!

Christopher

by Seigen on Fri Jul 16,2010 1:38 pm
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Here is Robert Aitken on formal repentance and reconciliation, interesting to read as
Aitken has been such a player in all of this:

SANGE

The dharma wheel can also be turned with sange, or confession, a practice to be
distinguished at the outset from Christian, particularly Roman Catholic, confession.41
There is no original sin to be forgiven by God, but rather a shared realization of the
essential purity of shunyata as the nature of all things. With this realization in peak
experience, all the evil of the past is purified. This is mushosen (C h. wu-sheng-chang),
repentance on realizing the unborn-that all is pure from the beginning.42 Buddhist
literature does not give transgressors a circumscribed place after they are redeemed, as
the moon was assigned by Dante in his Paradisoto, priests and nuns who have broken
their vows and forgiven. Rather, the Buddha Way is full redemption in the realization of
the vacancy of karma and the purity of essential nature, and then renewed realization with
renewed confession.43

Here is the sange gatha that is part of every Rinzai and Soto Zen Buddhist sutra service,
as recited in Diamond Sangha centers:

All the evil karma, ever created by me since of old, on account

of my beginningless greed, hatred, and ignorance,

born of my conduct, speech, and thought,

I now confess openly and fully.44

Dogen Kigen says, "If you repent in this way, you will surely have the assistance of the
invisible Buddhas and ancestors."45 Hee-Jin Kim comments, "These acts of repentance
and confession are performed in the nondual context of the I who confesses and the
Buddhas who receive the confession.... Ultimately one confesses, repents, and is forgiven
in the non-dual purity of the self and Buddha."4 6 The sange ceremony-in the simple
form of repeating the gatha at daily sutra services, and in more elaborate form of
repeating the gatha at daily sutra services, and in even more elaborate forms in full-moon
ceremonies - is a reminder that the peak experience of realization and redemption must be
sustained. Moreover, the process does not stop there. Public confession and repentance
are classically a part of conflict resolution in the Buddhist community. See, for example,
Thich Nhat Hanh's Old Path White Clouds, for the ceremony called Saptadhikarana-
samantthhae, Seven Practices of Reconciliation.47

From:

*Formal Practice: Buddhist or Christian

* Robert Aitken

* Buddhist-Christian Studies, Vol. 22, (2002), pp. 63-76
* Published by: University of Hawai'i Press

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen
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by Linda Anderson on Fri Jul 16, 2010 2:29 pm

Seigen wrote:
Here is Robert Aitken on formal repentance and reconciliation, interesting to read as
Aitken has been such a player in all of this:

SANGE

The dharma wheel can also be turned with sange, or confession, a practice to be
distinguished at the outset from Christian, particularly Roman Catholic, confession.41
There is no original sin to be forgiven by God, but rather a shared realization of the
essential purity of shunyata as the nature of all things. With this realization in peak
experience, all the evil of the past is purified. This is mushosen (C h. wu-sheng-chang),
repentance on realizing the unborn-that all is pure from the beginning.42 Buddhist
literature does not give transgressors a circumscribed place after they are redeemed, as
the moon was assigned by Dante in his Paradisoto, priests and nuns who have broken
their vows and forgiven. Rather, the Buddha Way is full redemption in the realization of
the vacancy of karma and the purity of essential nature, and then renewed realization with
renewed confession.43

Here is the sange gatha that is part of every Rinzai and Soto Zen Buddhist sutra service,
as recited in Diamond Sangha centers:

All the evil karma, ever created by me since of old, on account

of my beginningless greed, hatred, and ignorance,

born of my conduct, speech, and thought,

I now confess openly and fully.44

Dogen Kigen says, "If you repent in this way, you will surely have the assistance of the
invisible Buddhas and ancestors."45 Hee-Jin Kim comments, "These acts of repentance
and confession are performed in the nondual context of the I who confesses and the
Buddhas who receive the confession.... Ultimately one confesses, repents, and is forgiven
in the non-dual purity of the self and Buddha."4 6 The sange ceremony-in the simple
form of repeating the gatha at daily sutra services, and in more elaborate form of
repeating the gatha at daily sutra services, and in even more elaborate forms in full-moon
ceremonies - is a reminder that the peak experience of realization and redemption must be
sustained. Moreover, the process does not stop there. Public confession and repentance
are classically a part of conflict resolution in the Buddhist community. See, for example,
Thich Nhat Hanh's Old Path White Clouds, for the ceremony called Saptadhikarana-
samantthhae, Seven Practices of Reconciliation.47

rom:

*Formal Practice: Buddhist or Christian

* Robert Aitken

* Buddhist-Christian Studies, Vol. 22, (2002), pp. 63-76
* Published by: University of Hawai'i Press
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Thank you. This is very meaninful to me. I am glad to see that there is an equivalency in
Buddhism and that karma can be put to rest... that this is part of community. Singing that
very chant all these years... and yet.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by partofit22 on Fri Jul 23, 2010 4:33 pm

We are grateful beyond words for the incomparable gift of Eido Roshi’s Dharma treasure,
and for his unstinting efforts to root Rinzai Zen Buddhism in American soil. Ever at
home in the unconditional realm, he spurs us to go beyond the relative vista.

Nevertheless, we cannot ignore the world of causation; each of our actions has a result.

The Zen Studies Society acknowledges that there have been occurrences of improper
relationships between teachers and students. In the past, attempts to address concerns
about such relationships were not satisfactory. The present board has revised and posted
the following Guidelines for Ethical Behavior, including a grievance procedure. The
board is adamant that these guidelines be upheld.

On July 4, 2010, Eido Shimano Roshi and his wife, Aiho-san Shimano, stepped down
from the board of directors of the Zen Studies Society (ZSS). This was prompted when an
inappropriate relationship was revealed. The ZSS is committed to fully investigating,
clarifying and bringing resolution to this matter.

It was with deepest gratitude and respect for their years of service to this organization and
their efforts to assist us in honestly processing this matter, that their resignations from the
ZSS Board were accepted.

After discussion with senior members of the American Zen Teachers Association, the
ZSS Board has decided to seek outside professional assistance to move this process
forward with openness and compassion for all.

If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been acknowledged or heard,
please contact the ethics committee.

The Ethics Committee can be reached at
zssethicscom@gmail.com.
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The ZSS Board can be reached at
zssboard@gmail.com.

The Zen Studies Society Ethical Guidelines
updated June 2010

The Buddhist Precepts are a fundamental part of Zen Buddhist practice. They help create
a safe and supportive environment for all. It is each person's responsibility to follow and
honor the tradition. The precepts are:

* Honor life, don’t kill

* Respect others' property

* Refrain from sexual misconduct

* Honor honesty and truth

* Refrain from drug and alcohol intoxication
* Remember that silence is precious

* Do not judge others

* Be tolerant and cooperative

* Be peaceful and calm

* Esteem the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha

Guidelines:

The Zen Studies Society is a community based on trust and respect. Sangha members are
expected to interact with one another in a manner that reflects this trust and respect and
are expected to behave in an ethical manner flowing from the Precepts. At Dai Bosatsu,
no hunting or fishing is allowed. In addition, no driving of any motor vehicle or water
craft is allowed while under the influence of alcohol or any other drug. The following
behaviors are not permissible for any teacher, guest lecturer, monastic, Sangha member,
program attendee or visitor at either Dai Bosatsu Zendo or New York Zendo:

* Failure to conform to zendo or monastery rules.

* Any willful removal or damaging of property, or theft of funds.

* Withholding or falsely reporting any income generated by the Zen Studies Society.

* Threatening, abusive or obscene behavior.

* Disrespectful or preferential treatment towards anyone on the basis of race, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, physical disability, income or national origin.
* Willfully causing injury, whether physical or psychological, to anyone.

* Any type of illegal drug use, possession or sale.

* Consumption of alcohol unless served at an officially sponsored event.

* Possession of any firearms or other weapons.

* Misrepresenting personal information requested for any program sponsored by the Zen
Studies Society.

* Engaging in any type of unlawful activity.

* Sexual advances or liaisons between teachers or guest lecturers or monastics and
Sangha members, program attendees or visitors.
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* Sexual harassment, defined as any single act or multiple persistent acts of physical or
verbal conduct that is/are sexual in nature and (1) sufficiently severe or intense to be
abusive to a reasonable person in the context; or (2) unwelcome or offensive behavior in
the view of the receiver of such attentions.

Governance:

1. If any Sangha member, participant or guest has concerns about how he or she is being
treated by another or has concerns about someone’s ethical conduct within the
community, he or she may choose to have a direct conversation with that person to
address the concerns, provide feedback and reach an agreement about needed changes.

2. However, if the concerned Sangha member, participant or guest does not feel safe to
speak directly with the source of concern, feels the complaint is sufficiently egregious, or
if he or she has spoken with that person and does not believe the concerns have been
addressed, he or she is encouraged to actively pursue the following process: The Zen
Studies Society's board will designate an ethics committee consisting of three persons to
hear, oversee and resolve issues of interpersonal behavior or ethics. The names, phone
numbers and e-mail addresses of all the committee members will be posted in the main
office of each property associated with the Zen Studies Society. Anyone having concerns
will be directed to contact someone on this committee.

3. A complainant may choose one of the following ways to submit a formal complaint. A
written complaint can be submitted by the complainant to the committee or developed
with the assistance of the committee. Or a formal complaint can be made directly with the
accused during a dialogue arranged and attended by at least two members of the
committee, one of whom will take notes. In the case of a written complaint, after a review
by the full committee, it will be shared with the accused so that he or she can make a
written response to the committee. After the written response is reviewed, the committee
will share it with the complainant and ask for any additional comment.

4. The committee is authorized to review and investigate the complaint. The committee
will retain all notes and correspondence associated with a given complaint for at least ten
years.

5. If the complaint is judged by the committee not to meet the level of plausible illegal
activity or egregious conduct, the committee will, at the request of the complainant,
arrange a facilitated session with the concerned party for the purpose of achieving
understanding.

6. If, after consideration, a majority of the committee agrees that a reasonable person
would likely judge the conduct under investigation as illegal activity or egregious, it will
be brought to the attention of the full Zen Studies Society's board for prompt
consideration and response. If a member or ex officio member of the board is accused in
the complaint then that member's voting rights associated with Board membership will be
suspended during the period the complaint is investigated and he or she will be excluded
from attending any meeting related to the complaint.
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7. Disciplinary action by the Board of Directors may include expulsion, discharge,
suspension, probation and/or exclusion from future practice and events associated with
the Zen Studies Society. Any egregious activity that is also thought to be illegal will be
turned over to the police for investigation.

8. This document will be posted in each main office of the Zen Studies Society and made
easily accessible here on the Zen Studies Society web site.

The current members of the ZSS Board are:
Carl Yuho Baldini

Shinge Roko Sherry Chayat

Joe Soun Dowling

Seigan Glassing

Genjo Marinello

Chris Shoteki Phelan

Randy Banko Philips

Richard Zenshin Rudin

Jim Togen Streit

http://www.zenstudies.org/ethical.html
partofit22

by Nonin on Fri Jul 23, 2010 8:57 pm

All,
For me, the most important step that the Zen Studies Society Board of Directors has taken
is this:

After discussion with senior members of the American Zen Teachers Association, the
7SS Board has decided to seek outside professional assistance to move this process
forward with openness and compassion for all.

I was one of the AZTA senior members at our recent annual meeting who recommended
that the ZSS Board take such a step. ZSS Board members (also AZTA members) Roko
Sherry Chayat (Shinge Roshi) and Genjo Marinello, who attended this meeting, agreed
with our counsel and forwarded our recommendation to the ZSS Board, whose members
took it to heart and are seeking out professional facilitation and mediation to help them
sort through the many layers of the issues facing the organization.

It is impossible in such a situation faced by the ZSS to solve such issues in-house, for
some of them are long-standing and have not been handled properly in the past. Turning
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to outside help shows that the organization is serious about addressing the issues
forthrightly and turning toward reconciliation with those who have been either wronged
or ignored when they tried to right wrongs done to others.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by AlasdairGF on Fri Jul 23, 2010 9:00 pm

Brad Warner reflects on this in today's blog post at
http://hardcorezen.blogspot.com/2010/07 ... t-sex.html. He's also responding to an article
by James Ford at http://monkeymindonline.blogspot.com/20 ... tions.html.

(As an aside, can anyone name the teachers pictured in the Ford essay? I recognise most
but not all.)

New blog: StoneWater Notes

AlasdairGF

by Nonin on Fri Jul 23, 2010 9:56 pm
AlasdairGF,

The picture that you refer to was taken at the end of the recent AZTA meeting at Chapin
Mill, the country retreat center operated by Rochester (NY, USA) Zen Center.

The teachers are (all left to right):

Back row:

Barry Magid
Stanley Lombardo
Judy Roitman



Nonin Chowaney

Jiko Tisdale

Dosho Port

Mark Houghton

Ejo McMullen (partially blocked)
Ruben Habito

Sogen Hori (guest scholar/speaker)
James Ford

Middle row:

Kyogen Carlson

Daien Bennage

Roko Shinge Sherry Chayat
Bodhin Kjolhede

Susan Ji-on Postal

Haju Murray

Kyoki Roberts

Front row:
Charles Birx
Chozen Bays
Ellen Birx

Taigen Henderson
Genjo Marinello
Hogen Bays

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,

USA
http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by So-on Mann on Sat Jul 24, 2010 1:27 am

Ford says: What I think we’re looking at is a dying off of Zen in the West within the next

twenty years.

Eeesh.
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I dunno I have a hard time, from my perspective at Dharma Rain, seeing this. I don't
know what other lineages have going for them in regards to succession, but our temple
has two novice priests of young age who have been dedicated to our temple for many
years. We have another monk who will soon be ordained priest who is of a more mature
age, but has a few decades of teaching before her for sure.

Our temple is constantly growing, and I would not only chalk that growth up to the
quality of our teachers and facility, but also to the quality of its organization. DRZC has a
powerful elected board of members, codes of conduct, open meetings to discuss financial
matters and more examples of transparency and accountability. This all without scandal
cropping up within its ranks to precipitate it.

There is a chance that sexual scandals and the mess they leave behind will hurt the ranks
of Zen, but if there is enough critical mass of Zen institutions with organizational
accountability I think Zen will more thrive that decline.

Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in
truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by Nonin on Sat Jul 24, 2010 4:18 am

James Ford is a good friend and a person of deep understanding, but I think that he's
overstating the case. Yes, only four or five people at our AZTA meeting were under 60,
but those were some of the most senior Zen Buddhist teachers in the U.S.

There are many young people, lay and ordained, training in the U.S. at this time, and I'm
confident that with time many of them will come forth as the next generation of teachers.
Training takes time, however, and there is no substitute for experience.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin
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by So-on Mann on Sat Jul 24, 2010 9:40 am

Nonin wrote:

James Ford is a good friend and a person of deep understanding, but I think that he's
overstating the case. Yes, only four or five people at our AZTA meeting were under 60,
but those were some of the most senior Zen Buddhist teachers in the U.S.

There are many young people, lay and ordained, training in the U.S. at this time, and I'm
confident that with time many of them will come forth as the next generation of teachers.
Training takes time, however, and there is no substitute for experience.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

Funny it just occurred to me that Ford wasn't thinking about who was running all those
Zen centers while the abbots were at AZTA?

Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in

truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by AlasdairGF on Sat Jul 24, 2010 4:54 pm

Thanks Nonin - nice to get some faces for some names!

So-on Mann wrote:

Funny it just occurred to me that Ford wasn't thinking about who was running all those
Zen centers while the abbots were at AZTA?

0000 nice spot!

New blog: StoneWater Notes

AlasdairGF

by genkaku on Sat Jul 24, 2010 6:18 pm

Hi Nonin -- Any description/reaction you'd care to share of the most recent AZTA
meeting? Concerns? Discussions? Directions? Poetry?
genkaku
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by fukasetsu on Sat Jul 24, 2010 8:28 pm

So-on Mann wrote:

There is a chance that sexual scandals and the mess they leave behind will hurt the ranks
of Zen, but if there is enough critical mass of Zen institutions with organizational
accountability I think Zen will more thrive that decline.

I'll keep saying it's too easy these days to be labeled a zen teacher, and thus there are too
many not fully liberated flesh teachers. I don't care if the world has 50 million zazen
instruction teachers, but a teacher of zen? common, any idiot can hold a dharma talk and
give personal advice to spiritual seekers, they're the embodiment of grasping. They're like
a VCR, teachers put in a tape and they know who they are suddenly.

Awareness is unattached and unshaken. It is lucid, silent, peaceful, alert and unafraid,
without desire and fear. Meditate on it as your true being and try to be it in your daily
life, and you shall realize it in its fullness. ~shri niz.

fukasetsu

by Carol on Sat Jul 24, 2010 10:00 pm

fukasetsu wrote:

I'll keep saying it's too easy these days to be labeled a zen teacher, and thus there are too
many not fully liberated flesh teachers. I don't care if the world has 50 million zazen
instruction teachers, but a teacher of zen? common, any idiot can hold a dharma talk and
give personal advice to spiritual seekers, they're the embodiment of grasping. They're like
a VCR, teachers put in a tape and they know who they are suddenly.

Not always so ... the Zen lineages -- Soto & Rinzai -- put their teachers through rigorous
training and practice for many years before dharma transmission takes place. It's not
perfect ... teachers are of varying degrees of realization. But the ones I have met have
been quite good.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol
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by fukasetsu on Sat Jul 24, 2010 10:09 pm

Carol wrote:

Not always so ... the Zen lineages -- Soto & Rinzai -- put their teachers through rigorous
training and practice for many years before dharma transmission takes place. It's not
perfect ... teachers are of varying degrees of realization. But the ones I have met have
been quite good.

Ofcourse there are proper ones, I overdo or thicken [what's the word] mos statements to
keep room for countercomments. The only icky part with formal religious stuff are
transmissions and such, not perse the transmission, but the status and hierarchy involved
with 'wordly' people. So therefore the transmissions itself also. I think this would function
better when kept inside of the club. Students don't have to know whether a teacher had
transmission or not.

Awareness is unattached and unshaken. It is lucid, silent, peaceful, alert and unafraid,
without desire and fear. Meditate on it as your true being and try to be it in your daily
life, and you shall realize it in its fullness. ~shri niz.

fukasetsu

by Carol on Sat Jul 24, 2010 10:48 pm

fukasetsu wrote:

Carol wrote:

Not always so ... the Zen lineages -- Soto & Rinzai -- put their teachers through rigorous
training and practice for many years before dharma transmission takes place. It's not
perfect ... teachers are of varying degrees of realization. But the ones I have met have
been quite good.

Ofcourse there are proper ones, I overdo or thicken [what's the word] mos statements to
keep room for countercomments. The only icky part with formal religious stuff are
transmissions and such, not perse the transmission, but the status and hierarchy involved
with 'wordly' people. So therefore the transmissions itself also. I think this would function
better when kept inside of the club. Students don't have to know whether a teacher had
transmission or not.

[ understand. It can get icky and clubby, sometimes. But I think students definitely do
need to know whether they are studying with a transmitted teacher or not. I do think there
is some real value in knowing that your teacher has been recognized in the lineage by
his/her teacher. That's not a guarantee ... what is? But at least you know you don't have
some self-proclaimed guru who has set up shop based on whatever s/he's read without
going through the fire of facing and being acknowledged by a teacher.

Aversion to hierarchy and so on is just another aversion, imo.
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It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by fukasetsu on Sat Jul 24, 2010 11:27 pm

Carol wrote:

I understand. It can get icky and clubby, sometimes. But I think students definitely do
need to know whether they are studying with a transmitted teacher or not. I do think there
is some real value in knowing that your teacher has been recognized in the lineage by
his/her teacher. That's not a guarantee ... what is? But at least you know you don't have
some self-proclaimed guru who has set up shop based on whatever s/he's read without
going through the fire of facing and being acknowledged by a teacher.

Aversion to hierarchy and so on is just another aversion, imo.

Not perse icky for myself, give me 2 minutes with anyone in the flesh and I've taken
measure.

But I've seen a friend trusting her transmitted teacher fully and was hurt badly, and
ofcours this has its consequences up to this day when having faith in teachers.
Transmittion isn't a guarantee but surely it is somewhat an signpole or a safehouse in a
field as you say self-proclaimed guru, on the other hand is it not custom to a serious
practisioner to have given up certainties and dwellings on such matters?

My first teacher, and still a friend/teacher, has nothing to do with formal traditions or
even any labels as 'zen'.

He would be transmitted formally instantly if he ever go on such a trail, and if he did I
wouldn't suddenly have more trust regarding his authenticy. But sure for others and
especially 'beginners' it might be helpfull picking an apple from the basket. On the other
hand transmitted teachers might be rotten inside as well, perhaps no public display of
transmission, but a shown certificate if the student asks for it?

Awareness is unattached and unshaken. It is lucid, silent, peaceful, alert and unafraid,
without desire and fear. Meditate on it as your true being and try to be it in your daily
life, and you shall realize it in its fullness. ~shri niz.

fukasetsu

by So-on Mann on Sat Jul 24, 2010 11:49 pm
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The Dharma can be passed down even through a few flawed vessels.
Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in
truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by christopher::: on Sun Jul 25, 2010 4:15 am

The Dharma gets passed down via individuals who realize it profoundly, practice
skillfully and then share with others freely via example, words, actions. This often has
little to do with formal transmission or roles, imo, much like the flower "transmission" it
happens outside formal structures, hierarchies, inkas, labels, rituals, etc.

Folks like Adam, Bob (hrtbeat7), Carol, Linda and Ted who live and breathe the dharma
in their own way are as much teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

We do need to investigate a wider understanding of what constitutes living and teaching
the dharma and Zen in the West, imo. In this sense ['ve gravitated more towards the Thai
Forest tradition and Western Theravadan Buddhism recently, cause they are very aware
of this. Robes are just symbols there, what matters (and is respected) is how well one is
practicing the dharma, no matter what the formal "rank" or public recognition...

[ agree with what you said earlier, Lisa, that there are many excellent young recognized
Dharma teachers in Zen, and many excellent senior teachers, such as Nonin and Ford.
There are also many who are excellent teacher/practitioners who are not formally
recognized as such. People living and breathing Zen in new creative ways (like yourself),
with feet still firmly grounded and rooted in the dharma.

Put these understandings together and Western Zen is far more vibrant, creative and alive
then some may think.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Carol on Sun Jul 25, 2010 5:03 am
christopher::: wrote:
Folks like [...] Carol, [...] who live and breathe the dharma in their own way are as much

teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

LOL! Flattery will get you nowhere with me, Chris.
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I think if you spent a year or two studying with a zen master face-to-face, you would
recognize what it is they do that is different. Without that experience, perhaps you cannot
know.

There are many teachers, the mountains, the rivers and the whole great earth, but zen
masters are trained to skillfully lead you to the edge of the precipice and encourage you
to jump. Very few can do that without leading you astray. I should add that finding a
teacher worthy of this kind of trust isn't easy. And, even when you do find such a teacher,
finding the trust within yourself to go down that path isn't easy.

That's one reason why, when a teacher like Eido Rosho violates and abuses that trust, it is
such a serious matter and can do so much harm. Some people give that trust too easily
and can be harmed by its unscrupulous use. It's important to truly and deeply size a
teacher up before investing much in him/her. I sometimes think that it's those who have
invested the most in a teacher who are most harmed when they discover their teacher has
abused someone else. It's such a shock to see that one's trust was misplaced.

But, even so, I think that trust is necessary, and that there are trustworthy teachers who
are very much worth the effort it takes to find them.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by Linda Anderson on Sun Jul 25, 2010 5:26 am

christopher::: wrote:

The Dharma gets passed down via individuals who realize it profoundly, practice
skillfully and then share with others freely via example, words, actions. This often has
little to do with formal transmission or roles, imo, much like the flower "transmission" it
happens outside formal structures, hierarchies, inkas, labels, rituals, etc.

Folks like Adam, Bob (hrtbeat7), Carol, Linda and Ted who live and breathe the dharma
in their own way are as much teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

We do need to investigate a wider understanding of what constitutes living and teaching
the dharma and Zen in the West, imo. In this sense ['ve gravitated more towards the Thai
Forest tradition and Western Theravadan Buddhism recently, cause they are very aware
of this. Robes are just symbols there, what matters (and is respected) is how well one is
practicing the dharma, no matter what the formal "rank" or public recognition...
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[ agree with what you said earlier, Lisa, that there are many excellent young recognized
Dharma teachers in Zen, and many excellent senior teachers, such as Nonin and Ford.
There are also many who are excellent teacher/practitioners who are not formally
recognized as such. People living and breathing Zen in new creative ways (like yourself),
with feet still firmly grounded and rooted in the dharma.

Put these understandings together and Western Zen is far more vibrant, creative and alive
then some may think.

Christopher,

You have a clear and unbiased perspective, it seems to me. It's not flattery at all, it's a
truth that many people live and breathe dharma... some are skilled as teachers, some are
not, and some are flawed... all of them have the ability to share and transmit, using their
life as their experience... In fact, we all do that when we are open to it and sometimes no
words are necessary. The generosity of life allows each of us to bring forth our
experience and talents... yes, I love it when a true master appears... the most notable for
me has been Sasaki Roshi. I've only had the priviledge of visiting his sesshins for dharma
talks. At this age, it's not for me to devote myself to him. I've also seen a few other
masters such as Namkai Norbu Rinpoche in the flesh ... you only need to be within a half
mile to feel his dharma. These masters will not be with us much longer.

Personally, I'm not attached to the form of it. I just started too late in life to know what
that even means. [ appreciate anyone who is devoted to the path, whatever that means to
them. Zen in America seems destined to change over time as an institution, but the zen
heart mind which can never be changed continues untouched by all of our ideas.

But, never mind, I'm just repeating what you've already said.
Always love what you have to say.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Linda Anderson on Sun Jul 25, 2010 6:06 am

Carol wrote:
christopher::: wrote:
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Folks like [...] Carol, [...] who live and breathe the dharma in their own way are as much
teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

LOL! Flattery will get you nowhere with me, Chris.

I think if you spent a year or two studying with a zen master face-to-face, you would
recognize what it is they do that is different. Without that experience, perhaps you cannot
know.

There are many teachers, the mountains, the rivers and the whole great earth, but zen
masters are trained to skillfully lead you to the edge of the precipice and encourage you
to jump. Very few can do that without leading you astray. I should add that finding a
teacher worthy of this kind of trust isn't easy. And, even when you do find such a teacher,
finding the trust within yourself to go down that path isn't easy.

That's one reason why, when a teacher like Eido Rosho violates and abuses that trust, it is
such a serious matter and can do so much harm. Some people give that trust too easily
and can be harmed by its unscrupulous use. It's important to truly and deeply size a
teacher up before investing much in him/her. I sometimes think that it's those who have
invested the most in a teacher who are most harmed when they discover their teacher has
abused someone else. It's such a shock to see that one's trust was misplaced.

But, even so, I think that trust is necessary, and that there are trustworthy teachers who
are very much worth the effort it takes to find them.

Dear Carol,

The issue is trust. I remember long ago, sitting in a zen living room with you during a
precepts converstation when the issue arose. Then, as now, I question is there such a
thing as trust except in ourselves and our connection to dharma... I addressed you, |
remember, trust doesn't depend on people or outer circumstances. Did you know, I wasn't
invited for dinner, as I remember neither were you. I don't think you knew. I turned to my
trust and the love in my zen heart with the hurt that I was experiencing. I was speaking
from the heart of betrayal... Little did I know how much I would need to remember that
later. Yet, I can only find gratitude for all of it, and how it broke through my
expectations.

Since then, betrayal has not been a stranger to me. Sometimes, hurt and anger... and then,
the sky opens and I see that we are all in this together... and nothing else could have
happened given the people involved. To me. this is the zen heart... It's a mystery to me
how some of us grow from these experiences while others can't survive it. I trust the
dharma enough to know that we all find what is best for us, whether it brings us failure or
success... there is a suchness about it... often left up to us to turn to.

If I have grown up at all, I attribute it to the betrayals that I have suffered.... for me, in the
context of spiritual relationships. My corporate adventures have actually been quite
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preditable and tame by comparison. Too bad that corp. life has such a bad image... yes,
it's cut throat sometimes, but they're actually not too shy about admitting it.

I know there is a suchness in the universe that is beyond our ideas about it... beyond
success and failure..

Linda

Last edited by Linda Anderson on Sun Jul 25, 2010 9:28 am, edited 1 time in total.
Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Linda Anderson on Fri Jul 16, 2010 2:29 pm

Seigen wrote:
Here is Robert Aitken on formal repentance and reconciliation, interesting to read as
Aitken has been such a player in all of this:

SANGE

The dharma wheel can also be turned with sange, or confession, a practice to be
distinguished at the outset from Christian, particularly Roman Catholic, confession.41
There is no original sin to be forgiven by God, but rather a shared realization of the
essential purity of shunyata as the nature of all things. With this realization in peak
experience, all the evil of the past is purified. This is mushosen (C h. wu-sheng-chang),
repentance on realizing the unborn-that all is pure from the beginning.42 Buddhist
literature does not give transgressors a circumscribed place after they are redeemed, as
the moon was assigned by Dante in his Paradisoto, priests and nuns who have broken
their vows and forgiven. Rather, the Buddha Way is full redemption in the realization of
the vacancy of karma and the purity of essential nature, and then renewed realization with
renewed confession.43

Here is the sange gatha that is part of every Rinzai and Soto Zen Buddhist sutra service,
as recited in Diamond Sangha centers:

All the evil karma, ever created by me since of old, on account

of my beginningless greed, hatred, and ignorance,

born of my conduct, speech, and thought,

I now confess openly and fully.44

Dogen Kigen says, "If you repent in this way, you will surely have the assistance of the
invisible Buddhas and ancestors."45 Hee-Jin Kim comments, "These acts of repentance
and confession are performed in the nondual context of the I who confesses and the
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Buddhas who receive the confession.... Ultimately one confesses, repents, and is forgiven
in the non-dual purity of the self and Buddha."4 6 The sange ceremony-in the simple
form of repeating the gatha at daily sutra services, and in more elaborate form of
repeating the gatha at daily sutra services, and in even more elaborate forms in full-moon
ceremonies - is a reminder that the peak experience of realization and redemption must be
sustained. Moreover, the process does not stop there. Public confession and repentance
are classically a part of conflict resolution in the Buddhist community. See, for example,
Thich Nhat Hanh's Old Path White Clouds, for the ceremony called Saptadhikarana-
samantthhae, Seven Practices of Reconciliation.47

From:

*Formal Practice: Buddhist or Christian

* Robert Aitken

* Buddhist-Christian Studies, Vol. 22, (2002), pp. 63-76
* Published by: University of Hawai'i Press

Thank you. This is very meaninful to me. I am glad to see that there is an equivalency in
Buddhism and that karma can be put to rest... that this is part of community. Singing that
very chant all these years... and yet.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by partofit22 on Fri Jul 23, 2010 4:33 pm

We are grateful beyond words for the incomparable gift of Eido Roshi’s Dharma treasure,
and for his unstinting efforts to root Rinzai Zen Buddhism in American soil. Ever at
home in the unconditional realm, he spurs us to go beyond the relative vista.

Nevertheless, we cannot ignore the world of causation; each of our actions has a result.

The Zen Studies Society acknowledges that there have been occurrences of improper
relationships between teachers and students. In the past, attempts to address concerns
about such relationships were not satisfactory. The present board has revised and posted
the following Guidelines for Ethical Behavior, including a grievance procedure. The
board is adamant that these guidelines be upheld.

On July 4, 2010, Eido Shimano Roshi and his wife, Aiho-san Shimano, stepped down
from the board of directors of the Zen Studies Society (ZSS). This was prompted when an
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inappropriate relationship was revealed. The ZSS is committed to fully investigating,
clarifying and bringing resolution to this matter.

It was with deepest gratitude and respect for their years of service to this organization and
their efforts to assist us in honestly processing this matter, that their resignations from the
ZSS Board were accepted.

After discussion with senior members of the American Zen Teachers Association, the
7SS Board has decided to seek outside professional assistance to move this process
forward with openness and compassion for all.

If you are reading this and feel your concerns have not been acknowledged or heard,
please contact the ethics committee.

The Ethics Committee can be reached at
zssethicscom@gmail.com.

The ZSS Board can be reached at
zssboard@gmail.com.

The Zen Studies Society Ethical Guidelines
updated June 2010

The Buddhist Precepts are a fundamental part of Zen Buddhist practice. They help create
a safe and supportive environment for all. It is each person's responsibility to follow and
honor the tradition. The precepts are:

* Honor life, don’t kill

* Respect others' property

* Refrain from sexual misconduct

* Honor honesty and truth

* Refrain from drug and alcohol intoxication
* Remember that silence is precious

* Do not judge others

* Be tolerant and cooperative

* Be peaceful and calm

* Esteem the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha

Guidelines:

The Zen Studies Society is a community based on trust and respect. Sangha members are
expected to interact with one another in a manner that reflects this trust and respect and
are expected to behave in an ethical manner flowing from the Precepts. At Dai Bosatsu,
no hunting or fishing is allowed. In addition, no driving of any motor vehicle or water
craft is allowed while under the influence of alcohol or any other drug. The following
behaviors are not permissible for any teacher, guest lecturer, monastic, Sangha member,
program attendee or visitor at either Dai Bosatsu Zendo or New York Zendo:
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* Failure to conform to zendo or monastery rules.

* Any willful removal or damaging of property, or theft of funds.

* Withholding or falsely reporting any income generated by the Zen Studies Society.

* Threatening, abusive or obscene behavior.

* Disrespectful or preferential treatment towards anyone on the basis of race, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, physical disability, income or national origin.
* Willfully causing injury, whether physical or psychological, to anyone.

* Any type of illegal drug use, possession or sale.

* Consumption of alcohol unless served at an officially sponsored event.

* Possession of any firearms or other weapons.

* Misrepresenting personal information requested for any program sponsored by the Zen
Studies Society.

* Engaging in any type of unlawful activity.

* Sexual advances or liaisons between teachers or guest lecturers or monastics and
Sangha members, program attendees or visitors.

* Sexual harassment, defined as any single act or multiple persistent acts of physical or
verbal conduct that is/are sexual in nature and (1) sufficiently severe or intense to be
abusive to a reasonable person in the context; or (2) unwelcome or offensive behavior in
the view of the receiver of such attentions.

Governance:

1. If any Sangha member, participant or guest has concerns about how he or she is being
treated by another or has concerns about someone’s ethical conduct within the
community, he or she may choose to have a direct conversation with that person to
address the concerns, provide feedback and reach an agreement about needed changes.

2. However, if the concerned Sangha member, participant or guest does not feel safe to
speak directly with the source of concern, feels the complaint is sufficiently egregious, or
if he or she has spoken with that person and does not believe the concerns have been
addressed, he or she is encouraged to actively pursue the following process: The Zen
Studies Society's board will designate an ethics committee consisting of three persons to
hear, oversee and resolve issues of interpersonal behavior or ethics. The names, phone
numbers and e-mail addresses of all the committee members will be posted in the main
office of each property associated with the Zen Studies Society. Anyone having concerns
will be directed to contact someone on this committee.

3. A complainant may choose one of the following ways to submit a formal complaint. A
written complaint can be submitted by the complainant to the committee or developed
with the assistance of the committee. Or a formal complaint can be made directly with the
accused during a dialogue arranged and attended by at least two members of the
committee, one of whom will take notes. In the case of a written complaint, after a review
by the full committee, it will be shared with the accused so that he or she can make a
written response to the committee. After the written response is reviewed, the committee
will share it with the complainant and ask for any additional comment.
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4. The committee is authorized to review and investigate the complaint. The committee
will retain all notes and correspondence associated with a given complaint for at least ten
years.

5. If the complaint is judged by the committee not to meet the level of plausible illegal
activity or egregious conduct, the committee will, at the request of the complainant,
arrange a facilitated session with the concerned party for the purpose of achieving
understanding.

6. If, after consideration, a majority of the committee agrees that a reasonable person
would likely judge the conduct under investigation as illegal activity or egregious, it will
be brought to the attention of the full Zen Studies Society's board for prompt
consideration and response. If a member or ex officio member of the board is accused in
the complaint then that member's voting rights associated with Board membership will be
suspended during the period the complaint is investigated and he or she will be excluded
from attending any meeting related to the complaint.

7. Disciplinary action by the Board of Directors may include expulsion, discharge,
suspension, probation and/or exclusion from future practice and events associated with
the Zen Studies Society. Any egregious activity that is also thought to be illegal will be
turned over to the police for investigation.

8. This document will be posted in each main office of the Zen Studies Society and made
easily accessible here on the Zen Studies Society web site.

The current members of the ZSS Board are:
Carl Yuho Baldini

Shinge Roko Sherry Chayat

Joe Soun Dowling

Seigan Glassing

Genjo Marinello

Chris Shoteki Phelan

Randy Banko Philips

Richard Zenshin Rudin

Jim Togen Streit

http://www.zenstudies.org/ethical.html
partofit22

by Nonin on Fri Jul 23, 2010 8:57 pm

All

2
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For me, the most important step that the Zen Studies Society Board of Directors has taken
is this:

After discussion with senior members of the American Zen Teachers Association, the
7SS Board has decided to seek outside professional assistance to move this process
forward with openness and compassion for all.

I was one of the AZTA senior members at our recent annual meeting who recommended
that the ZSS Board take such a step. ZSS Board members (also AZTA members) Roko
Sherry Chayat (Shinge Roshi) and Genjo Marinello, who attended this meeting, agreed
with our counsel and forwarded our recommendation to the ZSS Board, whose members
took it to heart and are seeking out professional facilitation and mediation to help them
sort through the many layers of the issues facing the organization.

It is impossible in such a situation faced by the ZSS to solve such issues in-house, for
some of them are long-standing and have not been handled properly in the past. Turning
to outside help shows that the organization is serious about addressing the issues
forthrightly and turning toward reconciliation with those who have been either wronged
or ignored when they tried to right wrongs done to others.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by AlasdairGF on Fri Jul 23, 2010 9:00 pm

Brad Warner reflects on this in today's blog post at
http://hardcorezen.blogspot.com/2010/07 ... t-sex.html. He's also responding to an article
by James Ford at http://monkeymindonline.blogspot.com/20 ... tions.html.

(As an aside, can anyone name the teachers pictured in the Ford essay? I recognise most
but not all.)

New blog: StoneWater Notes

AlasdairGF
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AlasdairGF,
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The picture that you refer to was taken at the end of the recent AZTA meeting at Chapin

Mill, the country retreat center operated by Rochester (NY, USA) Zen Center.

The teachers are (all left to right):

Back row:

Barry Magid

Stanley Lombardo

Judy Roitman

Nonin Chowaney

Jiko Tisdale

Dosho Port

Mark Houghton

Ejo McMullen (partially blocked)
Ruben Habito

Sogen Hori (guest scholar/speaker)
James Ford

Middle row:

Kyogen Carlson

Daien Bennage

Roko Shinge Sherry Chayat
Bodhin Kjolhede

Susan Ji-on Postal

Haju Murray

Kyoki Roberts

Front row:
Charles Birx
Chozen Bays
Ellen Birx

Taigen Henderson
Genjo Marinello
Hogen Bays

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.
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Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by So-on Mann on Sat Jul 24, 2010 1:27 am

Ford says: What I think we’re looking at is a dying off of Zen in the West within the next
twenty years.

Eeesh.

I dunno I have a hard time, from my perspective at Dharma Rain, seeing this. I don't
know what other lineages have going for them in regards to succession, but our temple
has two novice priests of young age who have been dedicated to our temple for many
years. We have another monk who will soon be ordained priest who is of a more mature
age, but has a few decades of teaching before her for sure.

Our temple is constantly growing, and I would not only chalk that growth up to the
quality of our teachers and facility, but also to the quality of its organization. DRZC has a
powerful elected board of members, codes of conduct, open meetings to discuss financial
matters and more examples of transparency and accountability. This all without scandal
cropping up within its ranks to precipitate it.

There is a chance that sexual scandals and the mess they leave behind will hurt the ranks
of Zen, but if there is enough critical mass of Zen institutions with organizational
accountability I think Zen will more thrive that decline.

Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in
truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by Nonin on Sat Jul 24, 2010 4:18 am

James Ford is a good friend and a person of deep understanding, but I think that he's
overstating the case. Yes, only four or five people at our AZTA meeting were under 60,
but those were some of the most senior Zen Buddhist teachers in the U.S.
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There are many young people, lay and ordained, training in the U.S. at this time, and I'm
confident that with time many of them will come forth as the next generation of teachers.
Training takes time, however, and there is no substitute for experience.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha, Nebraska,
USA

http://www.prairiewindzen.org

Nonin

by So-on Mann on Sat Jul 24, 2010 9:40 am

Nonin wrote:

James Ford is a good friend and a person of deep understanding, but I think that he's
overstating the case. Yes, only four or five people at our AZTA meeting were under 60,
but those were some of the most senior Zen Buddhist teachers in the U.S.

There are many young people, lay and ordained, training in the U.S. at this time, and I'm
confident that with time many of them will come forth as the next generation of teachers.
Training takes time, however, and there is no substitute for experience.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

Funny it just occurred to me that Ford wasn't thinking about who was running all those
Zen centers while the abbots were at AZTA?

Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in

truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by AlasdairGF on Sat Jul 24, 2010 4:54 pm

Thanks Nonin - nice to get some faces for some names!
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So-on Mann wrote:
Funny it just occurred to me that Ford wasn't thinking about who was running all those
Zen centers while the abbots were at AZTA?

0000 nice spot!
New blog: StoneWater Notes

AlasdairGF

by genkaku on Sat Jul 24, 2010 6:18 pm

Hi Nonin -- Any description/reaction you'd care to share of the most recent AZTA
meeting? Concerns? Discussions? Directions? Poetry?
genkaku

by fukasetsu on Sat Jul 24, 2010 8:28 pm

So-on Mann wrote:

There is a chance that sexual scandals and the mess they leave behind will hurt the ranks
of Zen, but if there is enough critical mass of Zen institutions with organizational
accountability I think Zen will more thrive that decline.

I'll keep saying it's too easy these days to be labeled a zen teacher, and thus there are too
many not fully liberated flesh teachers. I don't care if the world has 50 million zazen
instruction teachers, but a teacher of zen? common, any idiot can hold a dharma talk and
give personal advice to spiritual seekers, they're the embodiment of grasping. They're like
a VCR, teachers put in a tape and they know who they are suddenly.

Awareness is unattached and unshaken. It is lucid, silent, peaceful, alert and unafraid,
without desire and fear. Meditate on it as your true being and try to be it in your daily
life, and you shall realize it in its fullness. ~shri niz.

fukasetsu

by Carol on Sat Jul 24, 2010 10:00 pm

fukasetsu wrote:

I'll keep saying it's too easy these days to be labeled a zen teacher, and thus there are too
many not fully liberated flesh teachers. I don't care if the world has 50 million zazen
instruction teachers, but a teacher of zen? common, any idiot can hold a dharma talk and
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give personal advice to spiritual seekers, they're the embodiment of grasping. They're like
a VCR, teachers put in a tape and they know who they are suddenly.

Not always so ... the Zen lineages -- Soto & Rinzai -- put their teachers through rigorous
training and practice for many years before dharma transmission takes place. It's not
perfect ... teachers are of varying degrees of realization. But the ones I have met have
been quite good.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by fukasetsu on Sat Jul 24, 2010 10:09 pm

Carol wrote:

Not always so ... the Zen lineages -- Soto & Rinzai -- put their teachers through rigorous
training and practice for many years before dharma transmission takes place. It's not
perfect ... teachers are of varying degrees of realization. But the ones I have met have
been quite good.

Ofcourse there are proper ones, I overdo or thicken [what's the word] mos statements to
keep room for countercomments. The only icky part with formal religious stuff are
transmissions and such, not perse the transmission, but the status and hierarchy involved
with 'wordly' people. So therefore the transmissions itself also. I think this would function
better when kept inside of the club. Students don't have to know whether a teacher had
transmission or not.

Awareness is unattached and unshaken. It is lucid, silent, peaceful, alert and unafraid,
without desire and fear. Meditate on it as your true being and try to be it in your daily
life, and you shall realize it in its fullness. ~shri niz.

fukasetsu

by Carol on Sat Jul 24, 2010 10:48 pm

fukasetsu wrote:

Carol wrote:

Not always so ... the Zen lineages -- Soto & Rinzai -- put their teachers through rigorous
training and practice for many years before dharma transmission takes place. It's not
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perfect ... teachers are of varying degrees of realization. But the ones I have met have
been quite good.

Ofcourse there are proper ones, I overdo or thicken [what's the word] mos statements to
keep room for countercomments. The only icky part with formal religious stuff are
transmissions and such, not perse the transmission, but the status and hierarchy involved
with 'wordly' people. So therefore the transmissions itself also. I think this would function
better when kept inside of the club. Students don't have to know whether a teacher had
transmission or not.

I understand. It can get icky and clubby, sometimes. But I think students definitely do
need to know whether they are studying with a transmitted teacher or not. I do think there
is some real value in knowing that your teacher has been recognized in the lineage by
his/her teacher. That's not a guarantee ... what is? But at least you know you don't have
some self-proclaimed guru who has set up shop based on whatever s/he's read without
going through the fire of facing and being acknowledged by a teacher.

Aversion to hierarchy and so on is just another aversion, imo.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol

by fukasetsu on Sat Jul 24, 2010 11:27 pm

Carol wrote:

[ understand. It can get icky and clubby, sometimes. But I think students definitely do
need to know whether they are studying with a transmitted teacher or not. I do think there
is some real value in knowing that your teacher has been recognized in the lineage by
his/her teacher. That's not a guarantee ... what is? But at least you know you don't have
some self-proclaimed guru who has set up shop based on whatever s/he's read without
going through the fire of facing and being acknowledged by a teacher.

Aversion to hierarchy and so on is just another aversion, imo.

Not perse icky for myself, give me 2 minutes with anyone in the flesh and I've taken
measure.

But I've seen a friend trusting her transmitted teacher fully and was hurt badly, and
ofcours this has its consequences up to this day when having faith in teachers.
Transmittion isn't a guarantee but surely it is somewhat an signpole or a safehouse in a
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field as you say self-proclaimed guru, on the other hand is it not custom to a serious
practisioner to have given up certainties and dwellings on such matters?

My first teacher, and still a friend/teacher, has nothing to do with formal traditions or
even any labels as 'zen'.

He would be transmitted formally instantly if he ever go on such a trail, and if he did I
wouldn't suddenly have more trust regarding his authenticy. But sure for others and
especially 'beginners' it might be helpfull picking an apple from the basket. On the other
hand transmitted teachers might be rotten inside as well, perhaps no public display of
transmission, but a shown certificate if the student asks for it?

Awareness is unattached and unshaken. It is lucid, silent, peaceful, alert and unafraid,
without desire and fear. Meditate on it as your true being and try to be it in your daily
life, and you shall realize it in its fullness. ~shri niz.

fukasetsu

by So-on Mann on Sat Jul 24, 2010 11:49 pm

The Dharma can be passed down even through a few flawed vessels.
Facing a precious mirror, form and reflection behold each other. You are not it, but in
truth it is you.

So-on Mann

by christopher::: on Sun Jul 25, 2010 4:15 am

The Dharma gets passed down via individuals who realize it profoundly, practice
skillfully and then share with others freely via example, words, actions. This often has
little to do with formal transmission or roles, imo, much like the flower "transmission" it
happens outside formal structures, hierarchies, inkas, labels, rituals, etc.

Folks like Adam, Bob (hrtbeat7), Carol, Linda and Ted who live and breathe the dharma
in their own way are as much teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

We do need to investigate a wider understanding of what constitutes living and teaching
the dharma and Zen in the West, imo. In this sense ['ve gravitated more towards the Thai
Forest tradition and Western Theravadan Buddhism recently, cause they are very aware
of this. Robes are just symbols there, what matters (and is respected) is how well one is
practicing the dharma, no matter what the formal "rank" or public recognition...

[ agree with what you said earlier, Lisa, that there are many excellent young recognized
Dharma teachers in Zen, and many excellent senior teachers, such as Nonin and Ford.
There are also many who are excellent teacher/practitioners who are not formally
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recognized as such. People living and breathing Zen in new creative ways (like yourself),
with feet still firmly grounded and rooted in the dharma.

Put these understandings together and Western Zen is far more vibrant, creative and alive
then some may think.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Carol on Sun Jul 25,2010 5:03 am

christopher::: wrote:
Folks like [...] Carol, [...] who live and breathe the dharma in their own way are as much
teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

LOL! Flattery will get you nowhere with me, Chris.

I think if you spent a year or two studying with a zen master face-to-face, you would
recognize what it is they do that is different. Without that experience, perhaps you cannot
know.

There are many teachers, the mountains, the rivers and the whole great earth, but zen
masters are trained to skillfully lead you to the edge of the precipice and encourage you
to jump. Very few can do that without leading you astray. I should add that finding a
teacher worthy of this kind of trust isn't easy. And, even when you do find such a teacher,
finding the trust within yourself to go down that path isn't easy.

That's one reason why, when a teacher like Eido Rosho violates and abuses that trust, it is
such a serious matter and can do so much harm. Some people give that trust too easily
and can be harmed by its unscrupulous use. It's important to truly and deeply size a
teacher up before investing much in him/her. I sometimes think that it's those who have
invested the most in a teacher who are most harmed when they discover their teacher has
abused someone else. It's such a shock to see that one's trust was misplaced.

But, even so, I think that trust is necessary, and that there are trustworthy teachers who
are very much worth the effort it takes to find them.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,

and we are at the edge of the roof.
~Rumi

Carol
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by Linda Anderson on Sun Jul 25, 2010 5:26 am

christopher::: wrote:

The Dharma gets passed down via individuals who realize it profoundly, practice
skillfully and then share with others freely via example, words, actions. This often has
little to do with formal transmission or roles, imo, much like the flower "transmission" it
happens outside formal structures, hierarchies, inkas, labels, rituals, etc.

Folks like Adam, Bob (hrtbeat7), Carol, Linda and Ted who live and breathe the dharma
in their own way are as much teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

We do need to investigate a wider understanding of what constitutes living and teaching
the dharma and Zen in the West, imo. In this sense ['ve gravitated more towards the Thai
Forest tradition and Western Theravadan Buddhism recently, cause they are very aware
of this. Robes are just symbols there, what matters (and is respected) is how well one is
practicing the dharma, no matter what the formal "rank" or public recognition...

[ agree with what you said earlier, Lisa, that there are many excellent young recognized
Dharma teachers in Zen, and many excellent senior teachers, such as Nonin and Ford.
There are also many who are excellent teacher/practitioners who are not formally
recognized as such. People living and breathing Zen in new creative ways (like yourself),
with feet still firmly grounded and rooted in the dharma.

Put these understandings together and Western Zen is far more vibrant, creative and alive
then some may think.

Christopher,

You have a clear and unbiased perspective, it seems to me. It's not flattery at all, it's a
truth that many people live and breathe dharma... some are skilled as teachers, some are
not, and some are flawed... all of them have the ability to share and transmit, using their
life as their experience... In fact, we all do that when we are open to it and sometimes no
words are necessary. The generosity of life allows each of us to bring forth our
experience and talents... yes, I love it when a true master appears... the most notable for
me has been Sasaki Roshi. I've only had the priviledge of visiting his sesshins for dharma
talks. At this age, it's not for me to devote myself to him. I've also seen a few other
masters such as Namkai Norbu Rinpoche in the flesh ... you only need to be within a half
mile to feel his dharma. These masters will not be with us much longer.

Personally, I'm not attached to the form of it. I just started too late in life to know what
that even means. [ appreciate anyone who is devoted to the path, whatever that means to
them. Zen in America seems destined to change over time as an institution, but the zen
heart mind which can never be changed continues untouched by all of our ideas.
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But, never mind, I'm just repeating what you've already said.
Always love what you have to say.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Linda Anderson on Sun Jul 25, 2010 6:06 am

Carol wrote:

christopher::: wrote:

Folks like [...] Carol, [...] who live and breathe the dharma in their own way are as much
teachers (in my opinion) as those formally recognized.

LOL! Flattery will get you nowhere with me, Chris.

I think if you spent a year or two studying with a zen master face-to-face, you would
recognize what it is they do that is different. Without that experience, perhaps you cannot
know.

There are many teachers, the mountains, the rivers and the whole great earth, but zen
masters are trained to skillfully lead you to the edge of the precipice and encourage you
to jump. Very few can do that without leading you astray. I should add that finding a
teacher worthy of this kind of trust isn't easy. And, even when you do find such a teacher,
finding the trust within yourself to go down that path isn't easy.

That's one reason why, when a teacher like Eido Rosho violates and abuses that trust, it is
such a serious matter and can do so much harm. Some people give that trust too easily
and can be harmed by its unscrupulous use. It's important to truly and deeply size a
teacher up before investing much in him/her. I sometimes think that it's those who have
invested the most in a teacher who are most harmed when they discover their teacher has
abused someone else. It's such a shock to see that one's trust was misplaced.

But, even so, I think that trust is necessary, and that there are trustworthy teachers who
are very much worth the effort it takes to find them.

Dear Carol,
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The issue is trust. I remember long ago, sitting in a zen living room with you during a
precepts converstation when the issue arose. Then, as now, I question is there such a
thing as trust except in ourselves and our connection to dharma... I addressed you, I
remember, trust doesn't depend on people or outer circumstances. Did you know, I wasn't
invited for dinner, as I remember neither were you. I don't think you knew. I turned to my
trust and the love in my zen heart with the hurt that I was experiencing. I was speaking
from the heart of betrayal... Little did I know how much I would need to remember that
later. Yet, I can only find gratitude for all of it, and how it broke through my
expectations.

Since then, betrayal has not been a stranger to me. Sometimes, hurt and anger... and then,
the sky opens and I see that we are all in this together... and nothing else could have
happened given the people involved. To me. this is the zen heart... It's a mystery to me
how some of us grow from these experiences while others can't survive it. I trust the
dharma enough to know that we all find what is best for us, whether it brings us failure or
success... there is a suchness about it... often left up to us to turn to.

If I have grown up at all, I attribute it to the betrayals that I have suffered.... for me, in the
context of spiritual relationships. My corporate adventures have actually been quite
preditable and tame by comparison. Too bad that corp. life has such a bad image... yes,
it's cut throat sometimes, but they're actually not too shy about admitting it.

I know there is a suchness in the universe that is beyond our ideas about it... beyond
success and failure..

Linda

Last edited by Linda Anderson on Sun Jul 25, 2010 9:28 am, edited 1 time in total.
Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.

~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by Dan74 on Wed Aug 04, 2010 2:14 am
christopher::: wrote:
Are psychopaths ever genuine, caring or committed? Can genuine, caring and committed

people ever think or behave like psychopaths?

Since we know they too have Buddha Nature, how do psychopaths wake up? Is that
beyond the capacity of Buddhism to answer, or central to our practice to consider?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angulimala
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Funnily enough I was just reading about psychopathy on the web in between posting.

My guess is that what manifests as psychopathy is a dominant dynamics which is totally
preoccupied with "getting what [ want." We've all experienced that, when all other
concerns pale or fade away and just this thing is all that matters. So of course "genuine,
caring and committed people" can think and behave like psychopaths for brief periods
(quite often probably!), except that when the urge for that "thing" cools, they can see the
drawbacks and the consequences, etc more clearly than a psychopath.

Are psychopaths ever genuine, caring and committed? Not if their overriding motivation
in life is to serve themselves and this is what defines a psychopath, I believe. They can
appear to be, because it serves their interests but this is just a game.

Of course so-called normal people behave like this a lot of the time - feigning concern,
taking other people's needs into account, only to come out on top in the long run. Perhaps
the difference is a matter of degree?

How does a psychopath begin to wake up? Same way all of us do, I suspect, from
Angulimala to your squeaky-clean goody-two-shoes - by stopping to run to and from
things, stopping dead in one's tracks and realizing that one's been running in circles,
opening up and inquiring. This is apparently especially hard for the so-called
psychopaths, being so immersed in the game of gratifying the self.

I guess eventually suffering may get through to this kind of a person. If they see a ray on
pure sunshine (like unconditional love) in the midst of hell, then an opening may present
itself. I don't know but I hope so.

Dan74

by genkaku on Wed Aug 04, 2010 2:34 am

If they see a ray on pure sunshine (like unconditional love) in the midst of hell, then an
opening may present itself.

Gotta be willing to see the hell before there is any chance of escape. Most of the time, the
addiction is just too wonderful to surrender on the basis of rational thought or human
kindness ... or well-woven psychology. The psychopaths are not the crazy ones ... it is we
who suggest a change who are out of our blinkin' minds. If you don't believe me, ask a
psychopath.

genkaku
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by christopher::: on Wed Aug 04, 2010 2:41 am

Living in Japanese culture long term- the more i read of Eido Tai Shimano and other
Japanese teachers who have had drinking problems, sex scandals, etc- the more they
sound like "average Joes" and "the guy next door" then anything out of the ordinary. If
you read what happened to average Japanese during WW 2, how easily good average
people changed when placed on the front lines of war, nothing about Shimano will sound
so surprising. Similar stories exist for average men in all nations when sent into war
zones (or brothels).

The one thing that sticks out (for me) as being truly out of the ordinary with Shimano and
others is the unrealistic positions they have been given in society, the mythic roles they
are expected to play- as enlightened teachers and Zen masters.

When Buddha woke up under the Bodhi tree he said "realized is the unconditioned,
achieved is the end of craving."

Zen Buddhism seems to be primarily centered on this first verse, Theravada more on the
second. Buddha emphasized both and i do often wonder if we put overly unrealistic
expectations on our teachers when they are not yet masters of these two crucial
components of the dharma.

The biggest tragedy and surprise for me with Shimano roshi is that this man was put into
a position that never fit with his capabilities and then allowed to remain there for decades.

Good talk by Joseph Goldstein here, on the topic of ending cravings as a key component
of the Buddha's dharma-- The Buddha; Song Of Enlightenment: Achieved Is The End Of
Craving. People who still struggle unsuccessfully with cravings and addictions are not
dharma masters, from this perspective, and we are asking for trouble when this isn't
commonly understood and agreed upon by students, as well as teachers, imo.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by genkaku on Wed Aug 04, 2010 2:59 am

The biggest tragedy and surprise for me with Shimano roshi is that this man was put into
a position that never fit with his capabilities and then allowed to remain there for decades.

Naturally it is true that unrealistic expectations are all our fault ... surely not the
instructor's. But it might be worth noticing how little some so-called teachers did/do to
turn unskillful fantasies into skillful means and instead simply bask in and add fuel to the
fires of fantasy.
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Making nice won't save anything.
genkaku

by clyde on Wed Aug 04, 2010 3:21 am
Chris;

While we may be sympathetic to the plight of ordinary human beings acting in extreme
circumstances (e.g. — war, torture, etc.) and work to eliminate those circumstances, this
was not the case here. Being a spiritual teacher, teaching and conducting interviews may
be special, but it is not extreme.

christopher::: wrote:
The biggest tragedy and surprise for me with Shimano roshi is that this man was put into
a position that never fit with his capabilities and then allowed to remain there for decades.

It is a tragedy, a tragedy for his teacher, his students, and the wider Zen & Buddhist
sangha. Those directly involved must bear their responsibility. Those of us indirectly
involved must bear our responsibility. But none of this relieves him of his responsibility.

From the Five Contemplations:

I am the owner of my actions,

heir to my actions,

born of my actions,

related through my actions

and have my actions as my arbitrator;

Whatever I do, for good or for evil, to that will I fall heir.

And the Atonement Gatha:

All my ancient twisted karma

From beginningless greed, hate, and ignorance
Born through body, speech, and mind,

I now fully avow.

clyde

“Enlightenment means to see what harm you are involved in and to renounce it.” David
Brazier, The New Buddhism

DO NO HARM

clyde
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by Linda Anderson on Wed Aug 04, 2010 4:18 am

Regarding any pathology, I think that we need to use caution when we try to equate it to
extreme behavior among the general population, that's most of us. A pathology is
extreme, fixed and does not alter itself easily when the crisis is past... probably not at all.
So, it's impossible for us to imagine. The clinical realities of things like this are beyond
what we know unless we are in the profession or have lived with it. This is way beyond
having a disregard for simple decency and an overly developed attachment to what one
wants. Also, there are specific guidlines for making such a diagnosis, so it's
presumptuous to know this about anyone.

I also think that it's even more challenging to comprehend bad behavior when there is no
label for it, which can serve as a type of buffer to the full experience of the pain and
chaos involved. That it can function to distance us by way of abstraction. What if there
are no labels, only experience.

Linda

Not last night,

not this morning;

Melon flowers bloomed.
~ Bassho

Linda Anderson

by christopher::: on Wed Aug 04, 2010 5:28 am

Nothing is fixed, by its nature. Every pattern changes, though some patterns don't change
easily. Yes, its these labels that i question. The label of Zen master, the label of
psychopath. The problems caused by greed, desire, attachment and aversion are what we
all have to work with. Putting people into conceptual boxes of master or psychopath
makes it easier for us to distance ourselves from them, see them as other. There's a bit of
zen master and psychopath in all of us. Denying either is a kind of blindness, can get us
into trouble.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by Dan74 on Wed Aug 04, 2010 5:54 am

christopher::: wrote:
Nothing is fixed, by its nature. Every pattern changes, though some patterns don't change
easily. Yes, its these labels that i question. The label of Zen master, the label of
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psychopath. The problems caused by greed, desire, attachment and aversion are what we
all have to work with. Putting people into conceptual boxes of master or psychopath
makes it easier for us to distance ourselves from them, see them as other. There's a bit of
zen master and psychopath in all of us. Denying either is a kind of blindness, can get us
into trouble.

Of course.

At the same time, when in New York and wishing to do some serious Zen practice with a
teacher, I know which centre I won't be going to.

Distinctions are important and should be made clearly. That doesn't mean we should
cling to them as something ultimately real and fixed. Just very useful for specific
purposes.

I've been lucky to come across quite a few teachers and mentors (school, uni, buddhism,
etc) who while very human and imperfect were genuinely concerned with my well-being
rather than their gratification. I don't see this as some amazing ideal but a matter of basic
decency and kindness.

By the same token no one can be said to be for ever beyond the pale. But as genkaku said
sometimes the addiction is so powerful the person sees nothing else. It's not a matter of
condemnation but of recognition, I think. That's all.

/.

Dan74

by genkaku on Wed Aug 04, 2010 10:40 am

Using Buddhism and its teachings as a defensive perimeter that can keep unpleasantness
at bay is OK for a while. Which of us hasn't sought out some haven in the wit and
wisdom of Buddhism? Yes indeed, the Four Noble Truths! Yes indeed, The Eightfold
Path! Yes indeed the teachings that touch so many corners of the universe and seem to
make them 'manageable.’

But what is OK for a while is not OK in the end. Buddhism as a defensive perimeter may
keep institutions and individuals safe and protected for a while, but until there is an
inescapable willingness to give it all away -- every last analysis and wisdom that makes
so much defensive sense -- I think Buddhism will remain a cardboard cut-out of what
Buddhism honestly offers. It's not a matter of good or bad ... it's just a matter of what
works and what's true.

Just noodling.
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genkaku

by christopher::: on Wed Aug 04, 2010 1:46 pm
Hi Adam.

Are you pointing a finger at Buddha and his teachings or Buddhism and it's established
schools, hierarchies and organizations? Cause there's a very big difference. Buddha was
very strict about rules of conduct for monks, as that was seen as a required component of
awakening and realization.

He would have bounced Shimano out on to the street right after his first offense. Ikkyu
and some others as well.

no?
Last edited by christopher::: on Wed Aug 04, 2010 1:50 pm, edited 1 time in total.
~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::
Founding Member

by Christopher on Wed Aug 04, 2010 1:48 pm

genkaku wrote:
"Zen and the Art of Seduction" by Robin Westen

Now that I've read that, I regret having at times made light of this situation. Eido is no
longer welcome at my dojo.

Christopher

by genkaku on Wed Aug 04, 2010 2:23 pm

christopher::: wrote:
Hi Adam.

Are you pointing a finger at Buddha and his teachings or Buddhism and it's established
schools, hierarchies and organizations? Cause there's a very big difference. Buddha was
very strict about rules of conduct for monks, as that was seen as a required component of
awakening and realization.
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He would have bounced Shimano out on to the street right after his first offense. Ikkyu
and some others as well.

no?

Christopher::: Please, from whatever perspective, don't lump Ikkyu and Shimano in the
same pile. The suggestion is ludicrous and harms the one who entertains it.

Alternatively ... knock yourself out: Hold on to whatever you conceive Buddhism to be
and see what happens.
genkaku

by partofit22 on Wed Aug 04, 2010 2:35 pm

genkaku wrote:
partofit22 wrote:
did anyone ever punch him in the nose? kick him where it hurts?

Perhaps the inability/unwillingness to be hurt helps to account for a deliberately deaf ear
or callousness when it comes to the suffering of others.

maybe hurt was what disabled him in the first place- (?)
partofit22

by Seigen on Wed Aug 04, 2010 3:19 pm

We can't know the origin, only that it is. There are theories, of course, emotional
abandonment in childhood for ex., but that is not a true accounting. For some reason that
we will likely never know (there I go seeking origins again) there is a social autism or
sociopathology that can be variously named upon the evidence, which is an inability to
care for others beyond one's own self-interest. If unchecked it becomes skilled
manipulation in the cruelty of taking from others whatever one can, absolutely everything
if possible, precisely because they can, to the point of a sick enjoyment in the timing and
symbolic weight of the transgression. Regarding Shimano, there are still many, women
included, who regard Shimano as a profound teacher important to their practice. Maybe
no one from outside of that understanding can speak to this. But for sure for sure there is
also the very real truth that the skillful means of another in well-disguised and
systematically organized cruelty and harm can also be a real teacher.

Sweetcake Enso

Seigen
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by genkaku on Wed Aug 04, 2010 4:14 pm
maybe hurt was what disabled him in the first place- (?)

Analyzing the motives and experiences of another will always fall short of the truth. It
may soothe the analyst, but more often than not it is just a form of mental masturbation.

But this is not to say we cannot see how others act -- what they actually do.

But for sure for sure there is also the very real truth that the skillful means of another in
well-disguised and systematically organized cruelty and harm can also be a real teacher.

Very true ... Hitler was a great teacher. You do the prostrations if you like.
genkaku

by partofit22 on Wed Aug 04, 2010 4:40 pm

Seigen wrote:

We can't know the origin, only that it is. There are theories, of course, emotional
abandonment in childhood for ex., but that is not a true accounting. For some reason that
we will likely never know (there I go seeking origins again) there is a social autism or
sociopathology that can be variously named upon the evidence, which is an inability to
care for others beyond one's own self-interest. If unchecked it becomes skilled
manipulation in the cruelty of taking from others whatever one can, absolutely everything
if possible, precisely because they can, to the point of a sick enjoyment in the timing and
symbolic weight of the transgression. Regarding Shimano, there are still many, women
included, who regard Shimano as a profound teacher important to their practice. Maybe
no one from outside of that understanding can speak to this. But for sure for sure there is
also the very real truth that the skillful means of another in well-disguised and
systematically organized cruelty and harm can also be a real teacher.

it doesn't seem that any human is free of self interest, no matter how minimal, that doesn't
cause harm to another-

and though less harm is best, it seems that in my own experience of attempting to gain a
healthy sense of strength,

feel that i've developed icky traits in place of or in defense of succumbing to supposed
previous ignorant behaviors

that seemed to cause less harm to other people-

i've been sitting with this for the past month or so, and it's rubbing me -- the wrong way
or right way, 1 don't claim to know-
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partofit22

by christopher::: on Wed Aug 04, 2010 6:48 pm

genkaku wrote:
christopher::: wrote:
Hi Adam.

Are you pointing a finger at Buddha and his teachings or Buddhism and it's established
schools, hierarchies and organizations? Cause there's a very big difference. Buddha was
very strict about rules of conduct for monks, as that was seen as a required component of
awakening and realization.

He would have bounced Shimano out on to the street right after his first offense. Ikkyu
and some others as well.

no?

Christopher::: Please, from whatever perspective, don't lump Ikkyu and Shimano in the
same pile. The suggestion is ludicrous and harms the one who entertains it.

Alternatively ... knock yourself out: Hold on to whatever you conceive Buddhism to be
and see what happens.

I won't push the issue, but a quick glance at Rinzai master Ikkyu's bio and poems about
the beauty of women and importance (acceptability) of sexual intercourse for Zen priests
could be very much related to these problems we're discussing. We'd have to ask
Shimano himself, of course, to see if he looked upon Ikkyu as a role model and hero.
Until then, we can't know.

Sorry if that feels like a heretical suggestion to you, but sometimes things that make us
uncomfortable to think about contain truths it can be worthwhile to bring into the light
and consider. This entire situation with Shimano is one such example.

~~* Buddhist Global Relief ::::: Keys of Zen Mind :::: Some "Zen inspired" Artwork*~~

christopher:::

by genkaku on Wed Aug 04, 2010 8:28 pm

Sorry if that feels like a heretical suggestion to you,
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Christopher::: It doesn't feel heretical to me. It feels facile ... sort of like "if we just make
very, very nice and neatly analyze according to some 'authentic' teaching, then everything
will turn out OK." On the other hand, that approach really does feel heretical to me, so
maybe you're right.

genkaku

by Carol on Wed Aug 04, 2010 9:13 pm

christopher::: wrote:

Sorry if that feels like a heretical suggestion to you, but sometimes things that make us
uncomfortable to think about contain truths it can be worthwhile to bring into the light
and consider. This entire situation with Shimano is one such example.

Ikkyu had sexual intercoursse with courtesans (in a culture that views such things quite
differently from ours). I've never seen any reports that he had sexual intercourse with
women who came to him for spiritual guidance.

Circumstances alter cases quite a lot. Discernment is part of wisdom and compassion, just
as much as equanimity.

Discomforting thoughts may show us where our "hang ups" are -- we may be
uncomfortable with priests having sex in general, for example. It would be good to
investigate that. Does that discomfort apply in all cases, or only some? Do I have a
blanket judgment about it or not? What is the source of that judgment? Scriptures?
Aversions about sex? Vows? Precepts? Something else?

Or discomforting thoughts may show us where appropriate action is needed, such as
priests having sex with women who come to them for spiritual guidance and
manipulating them with one's "spiritual insight" to agree to/participate in the sexual
intercourse. In such a case, teachers, board members and even sangha members are
responsible for the welfare of the students/seekers who come to your organization to
receive teaching. If you believe this is a true teaching in the circumstances ... by all
means, support it. If you don't, then some other action is called for to stop it.

It is time to sit down and be still,
for you are drunk,
and we are at the edge of the roof.

~Rumi

Carol

by christopher::: on Wed Aug 04, 2010 9:20 pm
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Good points, Carol.

genkaku wrote:
Sorry if that feels like a heretical suggestion to you,

Christopher::: It doesn't feel heretical to me. It feels facile ... sort of like "if we just make
very, very nice and neatly analyze according to some 'authentic' teaching, then everything
will turn out OK." On the other hand, that approach really does feel heretical to me, so
maybe you're right.

No, everything won't "turn out OK" thanks to some neat analysis. | know that.

Complet