
The Zen Center 

DEAR YAMADA-SAN, the copy of p u r  letter ta DavSd Skates,  addressed W 
Rochester, has h e n  fomarded me here in Mexim. 1 & n q t  k m w  why you 
sent me the letter, b u t  s ince  y ~ u  have it b e 5  give me the o p p r t u n i t y  to 
mrrect a number of errors of fact in it, 

1) You W l d  Skates 1 did  m t  m p l e t e  the Blue Ibck Record koans. You 
are mistaken; 1 finished - a l l  09 them with Yasutani Roshi. But I can see 
how p u  a u l d  have k e n  misled in- thinking &.hemisem When Yasutarii 
h s h i  went aboad you w e r e  kind enough t~ give me kkusan .  1 saw th is  as 
a chance ~ review a few random k o m s  in that b o k  with you that Z was 
unsure of, Y m  didna t ask me how far 1 had gone in the Blue R o c k  Remrd 
and 1 didni t t e l l  you that 1 had &en p s s e d  on all the koans by Yasutani 
M s h i  but that 1 had only wanted t~ review r e m e  of thm w i k h  y~u. fi1r.0, 
you are ev ident ly  unaware that  when Yasutani Fbshi came to America, 1 
went b several week-long sesshin w i t h  him and alw had b k u s a n  w i t h  him 
at other times. In the cwurse of thuse sesshin we went over quite a few 
of the precept koans. Since you were not in the United Skates w i t h  h b  
you could mt have kmm a b u t  these things; furthemre, Yasutani mshi 
on his return to Yawn would not have comuri%cated that  to you because, 
as you know, hkusan  is confidentiax and what transpires there is m t  
be revealed to anyone, 

2) You a l s  wrote Skates that I am m k  a &ama heir of Yasutani Fbshi, 
1 never pretended W h one, 1 have only said he gave me pemissbn to 
teach, and that is m e ,  The first yeax he came m Rochester he gave me 
pmission to hold daisan. He t o l d  me 1 m u l d  & t h a t  until he returned 
rn the United States the following year,  at which time he would have a 
public cermony fox me if everything went all right in the meanthe, 
Unfortunately,  everything did mt go a l l  r i g h t  in the i n t e r i m .  Many 
things happned invo lv ing  E i h  Shimano* who was living in Hew York at 
that time. As a result of E i & @ s  hhavior,  when Yhsutani R Q S ~ ~  c m e  L& 

New York the f o l l o w i n g  year 1 phoned hiin and t o l d  him not bring E i b  
with him to Ibchester* This was a f w l i s h  th ing  for me to say t o  khe 
b s h i  and he obviously resented it, &cause when he m e  to Rochester w 
hold a 7-day sessh in  later on he was angry w i t h  me, 1 bn't blame him, 
B u t  I did amlogize him at the t i m e .  In any case, he refused b hold 
the Ceremny. 

You should alw kmw tha t  kfore 1 left J a ~ n  Yasutani Roshi gave me a 
certifi-te saying 1 could act  as a miss ionary  tea&er Â£o his sect of Zen, 
You k m w  d murse tha t  he broke away f r o m  the txaditional So- sect i n  
Jawn and formed his o m  religious organization. N o t  only did  he give 
me t h i s  art i f i ca te  h t  he also gave me one of his raks and b w l s ,  I 
interpreted this as evidence of our deep relationship a t  the time as a 
ordained disciple of his. 
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3) You aim say in your letter that X did not f i n i s h  a l l  the b o k s  of 
koans d a n d e d  of a & m a  heir* mat is true, but x wasn't a &lama 
heir. Fbrthenmre, you must k m w  #at teachers under c e r b i n  c i rm-  
s m c e s  b pennit students W tea& regardless of h o w  many koans t h e y  
have passed or even if they have passed none at all. In this connection, 
Nakagawa Soyen Roshi himself bid me that he did mt even have kensho 
when Y a m a m t o  Gem- Roshi apminted him his succesmr, When Yasutani 
Wshi gave me permission to tea& he bid me that s ince  in America at the 
time there w e r e  no Sob sect teacher5 w his knowledge, who had the train- 
ing in koans that I had had, he felt that it was a l l  right for me - tea&, 
as 1 have 5ndicated. 

4 )  YOU say &at Yasutani b s h =  was very wined over w h a t  happned h t w e e n  
him and me in Rocbestere 1 kneu that 'to be true and that is why 1 amlo- 
qized to him not only during tbe sesshin but also publicly when 1 wrote 
&e h k  Zen: wwn in the west, YOU also wrote skates that the Roshi had 
sent me a strong letter a b u t  a l l  of this and that if I muld have read it 
1 wuld have k&wn how he felt. me letter he sent me was in reply to a 
letter I sent him resigngng as his disciple, yet thanking him for al l  the 
nelp he had given m e  over the years. 1 did know what was in that letter 
bemuse your w n  b i a s a m i c h i ,  w h o  was in Rochester at the t h e ,  translated 
it for me. What the Roshi said no fair-minded person  w u l d  call harsh or 
strong 

5 )  Tke mst bizarre mntention in your as ton i sh ing  letter to Skates is 
your statement that you and Kubta-san are the true authors of me Three 
P i l l a r s  of Zen, that I merely arranged the Â £ o  h t  that the essence or 
the content represents your w r k  and his ,  The t ru th  is that you and I 
mllabrated only on these pxt ions  of the b o k :  Ba%suiBs sermon and 
L e t t e r s * ,  the Xwasaki Letters, the Oxherding Verses, and the extract on 
##aeing-~imett from the  S h o h g e n w .  1f you mnsul t    he mree P i l l a s  of Zen 
you wili readi ly  see that these p r t i o n s  add up m only 51 p g e s  out of a 
total of 200 i n  the b o k .  As for ~ u b t a - s a n ,  he and Z mllabrated on 
Yasutani &shiqs teisho on the kom Mu and two of the enlightenment stories. 
!Ibis adds up b 2 1  wges out of a W t a l  of 200. N e i t h e r  you rmr Kubta-san 
had anything to & with Yasubni Rashins IntroducWry Lectures, the bkusan 
material (which Yasuani  Roshi gave me pemission .to include} , the Enllght- 
enment Sbries,  the lengthy Introductions, the extensive Glossary, a d  the 
questions and answers on mstures. All of these sections add up to I28 
wges. 'It is true that on occasion I did =licit p u r  opinion on a f e w  
quotations from bgen-zenji ,  and you w e r e  kind enough rn help me interpret 
them, It is also true that you and Kubta-san, k i n g  Japmese, naturally 
didke  prhary translations from the Jamese. 3ut 6urely you rmemkr 
tha t  you and 1 (and also he and I) went over these preliminary translations 
again and again. Y o u r  l imi ted  written and swken English a t  that time was 
no bettex than my m r  w i t t e n  Japnese. You say that my s p k e n  Japnese 
was like a hbyBse  1 must have h e n  a prewcious h b y a  k able b inter- 
pret for Y a s u t a n i  Mshi when his foreign students came to hkusan. 1 had 
studied the minese &aracters, k t  1 must admit that a l e  I undersmd 
the meaning of a n m b x  of thm, my ability b use thm left much b k 
desired. It seemed more i m p r t a n t  to me at the t h e  b do zazen for long 
hours rather than s p n d  that t h e  studying the kanji. bt that may have 
h e n  a mistake. Nevertheless I am grateful w you and ~ u b t a - s a n  for your 
valuable mntriht ions ,  for w h i c h  1 gave you b t h  credit in +my Introduction, 
T h o s e  labrs of yours and Kubta- swqs ,  as well as those of others who mn- 
t r i h t e d  w the bok,have brought thousands of readers to mddhim, a fact 
of w h i c h  you should k proud and happy but evidently are mt. 



SLnce you had such a relatively mall An the writing oE the complete 
b k ,  Ztm at a loss understand your resentment An m t  havAng your 
m e -  on the mver of me Three Pgllars of Zen. Actually, when the hard- 
mver edition was first pblished,  my name appazed on tbe -vex as the 

x t  psses my w p r & e n s h n  how you muld w r i t e  U a m l e t e  st~anger 
1Ake Skates the kind of letter p u  wrote hb. Surely At must haw &en 
OM-s w yvu #at he As an unstable dmracker. Skates, for infor- 
mat%on, w a s  a memher of the Rochester Zen Center for only t w  w s  Sn the 
l96Oms. He then disappeared and only recently re-isppared at a e  Center. 
He kmws absolutely nothing h u t  what went on or goes on in the Rodester 
Zen Center. He t represent anybdy k t  himself. He has claimed b 
have p m i s s b n  use the rimes of m e m h x s .  But when they found 
out M a t  he w a s  &%ng they W l e d  me and said he was usAng their rimes 

w i t h o u t  t h e u  p m d s s b n .  When he -e the Center mt low ago he was 
welcomed by t b s e  mmks who rmemhmd him. And then, for reamns mne 
05 us can fa-, he called me and said he was very dfsbarhd # b g s  he 
saw when he visited the Center, A tborkmb was b m k m  and this kind of 
thhg never happened when he was at the Center An 1 9 W t s ;  In fact it 
made h i m  cry W see su& neglect* You might also k Interested b krmw 
that he w a s  recently dimrced by h i s  th ird  w i f e ,  by uhm he has children, 
and that this m h b t  contrikeed to hks dis turbd mental state. 

1 showed the wpy of your 8etter Skates b one of my senior students, 
who mmnenteds **How can someone like Yamada b s M 8  who has p s s e d  m y  
kuans, belittle an ordained mddhisk priest, in violation of the ~ e c e p t  
not b spak of. the s h o r t m n g s  of others? How c%u mmne who has had 
as mu& t r a h b g  as khis man presumably has had carry m u n d  w i t h  h h  for 
=ere than 20 years, l.ike a hos rice d c e  stuck in his -t, gxievanas 
against you? Where is the non-attadament Zen t r d n i n g  I s  suppsed w devel- 
op? Where is the anwssion and the forbsiran-? It m a k e s  one wnder 
a b u t  J a m s e  Zen Buddhism, &=not it?'* 

1 an so- as a& for mu as for myself, that p u  have seen fit W carxy 
on your m a d e  against my character, rwt  on ly  w i t h  Skates h t  w i t h  others 
us well, Zn spite of that I b a r  p u  m ill w i l l .  Wt As my kama and 
1 mst expiate it, As for your Icam* that I s  e e t h s n g  for p a  to think 
h u t .  A l l  &is as%&, I s e l l  grateful to you and ms. Y a t ~ d a  for 
pur m a y  kindnesses when I was living in J a m  and 1 w i s h  for p u  bth 
the kst of health. 
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