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Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers (was Eido Tai Shi
Oby Genjo on Tue Aug 30, 2011 4:09 pm

1handclapping wrote:
| second genkaku's motion: could someone give us a report [of the Aug. 26-28 meeting at Dal Bosatsu] 7 How are members of the ZSS board selected?

As for how ZSS Board members are selected: They are usually nominated by the abbot and occasionally nominated by a current board member. Board members
serve a three year term and are usually consecutively re-elected, there are no term limits. In my mind, this system ends up placing too much power in one person,
and as | see it how board bers are sel 1 should b much more d ic, but there is slill some resistance within the board to this idea.

As for the Aug. 26-28th meeting, | was tumned back by Hurricane Irene and was not able to attend, but this is what |'ve heard: There 30-40 people in attendance.
Three were facilitators from An-Olive-Branch (see: hitp://www.an-olive-branch.org/about). About a half-dozen people in attendance were staunch Eido Roshi
supporters, and objected to the idea that any "intervention” was made against Eido Roshi in this last year, and also objected to the idea there had been any "sexual
misconduct® by Eido Roshi. It was also reported that evidently one ZSS Board ber's car was vandalized b of his support of restrictions on Eido Roshi
being on ZSS property. A collection was taken up to repair the damage. Friday was mostly taken up with a ZSS Board meeting (it is my understanding only 4 board
members were present) and small meetings with facilitators so they got a good idea of the range of opinions held by those present. Saturday was taken up with
presenting a time line of ZSS history, and examining significant dates with those present. Then the main event on Saturday was an "adapted Samoan Circle" (see:
hitp./fwww.daibosatsu.org/pdi/ZSSMediation_Site.pdf) where the idea was that everyone would have a chance to be heard. | believe it was during this time that 10
letters received by people who were either not able or did not feel safe to attend were read to all present, including the three posted above by Genkaku. All letters
basically insisted that complete separation from Eido Roshi was y for any healing to be possible at ZSS.

Sunday was devoted to expressing what steps would be needed to allow for a healthy future at ZSS. It appears that the minority was as stubbom as ever, but that
the majority urged that further separation from Eido Roshi was necessary, and that bylaw reform was necessary to ensure a more democratic board. Participants
also advocated that further steps be taken to reach out to those who were taken advantage of, manipulated or abused, and that ZSS issue to an organizational
apology (but there was board resist to an organizational apology b of legal issues). How accurate is this account? | don't know for sure because
unfortunately | wasnt there.

What the ZSS Board will do with this split in the sangha and how they respond to the majority remains to be seen.
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