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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2011
Eido Tai Shimano (continued)

This is a continuation of the first Eido Tai Shimano thread which, after 5,000 posts,
refuses to accept new ones. [ am also posting the original introduction to that
thread.

Thursday, November 12, 2009
letter to Eido Tai Shimano

What follows is a letter [ wrote in 1982 to Eido Tai Shimano, the chief executive of
Zen Studies Society in New York and Dai Bosatsu Monastery in upstate New York.
Mr. Shimano is a Zen teacher.

The reason for posting a letter of so many years ago is not to open the old wounds
that bled freely in their time. Nor is it to deny that Zen Buddhism in America has
made great strides when it comes to the sexual and financial abuses that it has faced
and continues to face from time to time. Nor is it to suggest that I have not been a
hypocrite. Nor is it to elevate my own status as a rebel or nay-sayer or promoter of
some one true virtue. | too love Zen Buddhism both in its directions and in its
experiential truth.

[ am posting it as a reminder that the past is or can be very much the present and
further that the 'scandals’ that have occurred involved very real and particular
people and that those people suffered in ways that are contrary to Zen Buddhist
teaching. Not for nothing did the teachers of the past make upsetting the sangha a
no-no. Not for nothing did they encourage repentance when it was warranted. And
not for nothing were they aware that in the human sphere, however elevated and
adored, the room for error was and remains a very real possibility.

November 1, 1982

The Rev. Eido Tai Shimano
New York Zendo



223 East 67th St.
New York, NY 11021

Dear Mr. Shimano:

Thank you for your creative letter of Oct. 19, 1982 with its equally masterful
enclosure of Oct. 21 to Mr. George (Jochi) Zournas. I must say that as I began to read
your work I felt some vestigial hope that you might in fact clear the air, turn some
metaphorical corner and clarify what, over the years, has become murky with the
stuff that Soen Roshi has learned to call your “lies.” By the time I finished reading
your words, [ was, of course, disappointed if not surprised.

“So much sitting, so many sesshins, so many dokusans...” and still Soen Roshi calls
you a liar. Could you tell me why? Is this perhaps another encouragement to
“bravely march on?” Coming as Soen Roshi does out of a society that takes pride in
indirection, still he uses this most direct word, “liar.” Why? Coming as he does out of
a discipline that enjoins confession and straight-forwardness, he calls you a liar.
Why? Among the monks at Dai Bosatsu last summer you managed to plant the idea
that Soen Roshi was an alcoholic and/or senile. But why would a senile alcoholic
even bother to call you a liar? Politics, you say? - because Soen Roshi wants Dai
Bosatsu, to become king of the some American Zen castle? If Soen Roshi actually did
want Dai Bosatsu, why not give it to him? Do you not owe him a great debt for his
teaching, perhaps as Torei felt he owed Hakuin? As a ‘true man without rank,” with
so many sesshins, so much sitting, and so many dokusans behind you, surely you
recognize that the toys of Zen Buddhism - the robes and monasteries and power -
are only dreams. Could you, a ‘Zen Master,” be fooled by a dream?

But this, of course, is not your understanding. Your understanding seems to be that
They are all out to get you - you who are blameless in administration, honest in the
dokusan room, pure and “fair” and deserving of respect from those who support and
make possible your meaning as a person of rank. It is the questioners who are
“insane” or full of “intense personal hatred” or want Your zendo or want Your
monastery or hate you because you have money and they have not or don’t
understand the ‘Japanese’ group and you...you bear it all so remarkably well, so
staunch and patient. You are really very good at it: masterful, if not the master.

Besides those Jochi George Zournas mentioned in his letter (those Others who were
out to get you), [ would like to take this opportunity to recollect some others,
perhaps not quite so august, who have left our own sangha. I am not now referring
to those who left because they moved or to those who made an easy personal choice,
but rather to those who left after some discovery in that beautiful zendo where
there is room for our lifelong practice. True, some left in anger or confusion, but
what was it they really discovered? Is it possible they discovered what Soen Roshi
called your “lies?” I really don’t know, but I recollect them now and express my
sorrow at their leaving: Daishin Peter Gamby, Maishin Mike Sopko, Reimon Ray
Crivello, Genmyo Elihu Smith, Sojun George Seraganian, Bunyu David Bogart, Roca



Lorca Morello (all of whom were residents as Sho Bo Ji with your blessings),Kanzan
Bruce Rickenbacker (your monk who memorized the whole of the Diamond Sutra),
Daiko Charles Carpenter (another of your monks), Shoro Lou Nordstrom (another of
your monks), Kozen Peter Kaufman (another of your monks), Jonen Sheila Carmen
(pseudonym), Wendy Megerman, Nennen Merry White, Toni Snow, Reishu Jim
Gordon, Shinso Merete Galesi, Ishin Peter Mathiessen, Jean Day, Carol Binswanger,
Jochi George Zournas, Wado Vicki Gerdy, Rinko Peggy Crawford and Mushin Frank
LoCicero. You will recall, or course, that, over the years, the list has grown much,
much, much longer and is filled with people who did not show sufficient “skepticism
about rumors,” as you so quaintly put it.

How many of them came to you directly in 1975 and 1979 (when what were
humorously referred to as the “Fuck Follies I” and the "Fuck Follies II” were
unveiled)? How many? Was it 10 or perhaps 20? Without any exception [ know of,
each of those who came to you directly came in a spirit of admiration and love, in
hopes of clarifying a delicate matter without public exposure. The situation: your
manipulation of the dokusan setting for your own periodic sexual satisfaction
(seducing women); treating lovers taken from within the sangha with contempt
once you had finished with them; and taking no candid responsibility for your own
behavior but rather answering direct, honest and caring queries with, in one form or
another, the line you used in a jam-packed zendo in 1975: “It’s none of your
business.”

The line of people outside your door is long, very, very long. In my mind, they wait
silently - the They and Them whom you so easily accuse of insanity or intense
personal hatred. A long line of crazy people outside your door. What brought them
there? Even crazy people have their reasons, don’t you agree?

Look! There’s Merry White. Remember her? She was the one who sent a letter to the
Board of Trustees in 1979 outlining without rancor your sexual blackmail. It was
she who wrote: “Personally, I found his (your) seductions very distracting and
jarring during the first Kessei...I wonder now if I would not have been a better
student in the long run without it. ... And last year (1978) during my second stay at
Dai Bosatsu, it hurt me that he treated me very distantly for quite a while. When he
warmed up, it became sexual again. That kind of either/or situation made it very
difficult for me (or, [ would think, any woman) to be his student. You want his
attention and his help, and that, I think, is how it begins. He takes this emotional
opening-up, which is normal and right in a spiritual student-teacher relationship, as
a sign of sexual readiness.” Clearly the Board of Trustees, your Board of Trustees,
took the only possible sane action by never fully discussing the matter and by
issuing a letter, signed by Korin Sylvan Busch stating, “we affirm our confidence in
Eido Roshi and his leadership of our sangha.”

And there’s Jane Smith (pseudonym)! Remember her? December 24, 1977, Room
1100A at the Statler Hilton after dinner at Mama Leone’s. Remember how the board
of Trustees covered that one when Jochi and Korin, at whose instigation I can only



guess, spread lies and rumors about Jane — how she was only dreaming of an affair
with you? And how even Jane was drawn into the lies and told them on herself
because she believed the truth would be harmful to you and to Zen practice in
America? She was the same one who commented later in front of witnesses that “he
(you) never even said thank you.”

And Carmen!... But of course you will recall this and much, much more.

On and on and on it goes down that long, long line. Person after person, Bodhisattva
after crazy Bodhisattva, each of them willing their suspicions to silence. How is it
possible they were so willing, so stupid? Perhaps it was because many people begin
their spiritual practice with the understanding that the ascendancy they have
previously granted to their emotions and intellect is the source of much suffering.
Because of that pain, they were willing to set aside their own emotions and intellect
(to the extent possible), and to be as faithful and obedient as possible. Perhaps they
counseled themselves that intellect and emotion are more delusion. And perhaps
they trusted that your emotions and thoughts were not based in delusion. This trust,
however misguided, was surely human and understandable. Unfortunately, it was
and is open to manipulation and deceit. There are many I know, myself among them,
who practiced with you and were grateful to you, until, a little at a time, they began
to wonder. In their wondering, they came to you in their twos and threes and tens,
not even caring very much that you took lovers on the side, but curious about a
wider pattern of contempt and manipulation. No doubt you saw them as insane
people out to take your toys. Well, they didn’t get them, did they?

To some you said your Japanese heritage and samurai code of honor kept you from
understanding or responding to these puritanical “barbarians.” Isn’t it odd for a so-
called Zen Master who has lived in America for 20 years to claim he understands
neither his students nor his environment? Isn’t such a person in the wrong line of
work? No doubt it is equally insane to suggest that a real Japanese man would know
something of discretion and that a true samurai would not exhibit contempt and
dishonesty towards those in his own circle of honorable endeavor.

Of course it was more difficult to use this line on Dr. Tadao Ogura, the psychiatrist
who offered to act as arbitrator in the present upheaval. He was the one who
suggested taking three “impartial” observers from the sangha with him when he
listened to the direct testimony of those involved. The group would then have
reported to the Board of Trustees, your own Board of Trustees. Perhaps he too was
one of the insane ones, the ones who had to be stopped. And stopped he was when
Korin Sylvan Busch, at whose instigation I can only guess, let it be known that three
“impartial” sangha members could not be found.

The long line outside your door does not say these things. They are silent. They are
gone. It is [ who say them, I, Kigen. I take responsibility for saying what I have said
and doing what [ have done. I have company, but I take responsibility for myself. I
am one of Them, those Others whose fault it all is, one of the ones who supported



you well, offered you gratitude, did his best to practice the Zen Buddhism of the
Patriarchs, lied or remained silent for you on numbers of occasions, lied or
remained silent to myself about you, endured and perpetuated your deceits, and,
finally..went..."insane.”

It is out of that insanity that I also offer you my most sincere and honest thanks. I
offer thanks without irony or sarcasm. You have taught me well and [ am grateful.
Besides the mechanics of Zen Buddhism, you have also taught me what a Zen Master
is not - a teaching worthy of a true Zen Master. Although your teaching lacked the
creative clarity, the nurturing of the Buddha Dharma, and the straight-forwardness
of a truly enlightened man, still I say your teaching was fine. As I value my life, my
Zen practice, so I value this teaching.

This is a time for potential new beginnings - yours, mine, the sangha’s. Always new
beginnings. [ pray now and will continue to pray that each of us may one day face
death with strong, even breaths and perhaps a small smile of true understanding.

Thank you and goodbye.

Adam Fisher

It was during that same time period that I heard perhaps the sharpest rebuke I have
ever heard in my life. At one point, Soen Roshi was talking face to face with Mr.
Shimano and discussing the reported disharmony Mr. Shimano played a role in. Mr.
Shimano offered his responses. And Soen Roshi reportedly said sadly, "Now it comes
-- dead rock!"

Posted by genkaku at 11:16 PM

110 comments:

Sadoc said...
Poor Eido must have the sniffles.....

http://tinyurl.com/4vrp3hd
February 11,2011 11:33 PM

Time Marches On said...

"There is one teacher at ZSS that is ES, so
the message tries to diffuse the accusation
by pointing the finger to several directions."

News flash to makahaka: teacher is Roko, not ES.
February 12,2011 10:01 AM



whatever works said...
Time Marches On said...

"News flash to makahaka: teacher is Roko, not ES."

So Roko is among the "teachers" who have been having inappropriate relations with
their students? And who are the other ZSS-affiliated "teachers" engaged in such
activities?

February 12,2011 1:18 PM

Stoptime said...

Roko is the only teacher at ZSS. ES is a former teacher, and should be characterized
that way. The acknowlegement otherwise does indeed seem 'diffuse’.

February 12,2011 1:35 PM

whatever works said...

[ would go so far as to say that the characterization of abuse by a plurality of
teachers is intentionally misleading and dishonest if 1) only one teacher is employed
there at any given time, 2) only one teacher has been problematic in the history of
the organization and 3) only one teacher (with the brief exception of Soen) ever
taught there until Roko took over the title.

So, rather than point to ES, the ZSS prefers to imply that multiple teachers have had
inappropriate relations with students. That should certainly reassure prospective
students!

February 12,2011 2:11 PM

More trouble in paradise said...
Uh-oh...allegations of reverse sexual discrimination and Board secrecy at Austin Zen
Center.

http://yogi9.bravejournal.com/
February 12,2011 2:22 PM

... said...
Jiro and Junpo have also taught at ZSS ...
February 12,2011 3:37 PM

..and then some... said...



... Denko, Ohashi, Kogetsu, Yamakawa.
February 12,2011 4:03 PM

Claire said...

[ believe the specific reference, besides to ES, is to two ES Dharma Heirs, as detailed
in the Shimano Archives.

February 12,2011 4:07 PM

Concerned said...
An addition to the Shimano archives on 2/9/11

Lineage Delusions: Eido Shimano Roshi, Dharma Transmission, and American Zen
Share

By Erik Fraser Storlie

In August 2010 The New York Times exposed the persistent failure of both the Zen
Studies Society of New York and the larger American Zen Buddhist community to
address Eido Shimano Roshi’s forty year history of sexual abuse of women - and the
desire, even now, to excuse or “explain” him. Equally distressing were Robert
Aitken’s posthumous letters, recently made available, revealing that Aitken, a deeply
respected founder in American Zen, had lied for decades about Shimano’s
misconduct in order to protect, as Aitken explained it, “the American Dharma.”

Were this an isolated case, it would not matter very much, except, of course, to the
victims. But it’s an old and discouraging story in American yoga and meditation
communities. In forty-six years of Zen practice I've observed Asian (and now
Western) swamis, tulkus, roshis, rishis, dharma heirs, lineage holders, and masters
of various stripes, as well as their disciples, explain that the master’s fiscal
extravagance, alcoholism, cruelty, sex addiction, violence, and even rape is - of all
things - “a teaching!”

We are told that the master “dwells in the absolute,” or is a lineage holder in “crazy
wisdom,” or can raise the kundalini energy, or read our chakras and past lives, or
help “burn up” our karma, or is offering to share our wife, husband, girlfriend, or
boyfriend so as to assist us in breaking our unfortunate attachments - all of this, of
course, to stretch us beyond our parochial notions of right and wrong and bring us
to the ultimate attainment enjoyed by the master himself (the master almost
invariably being male).

We have seen some dwellers in the absolute require absolutely better automobiles
and accommodations, while their disciples labor at low wages in community
businesses; we have seen some destroy their health with alcohol, while another
infected students with AIDS, deluded that his spiritual “power” would block viral



transmission. Shockingly, governing members of his organization knew his secret,
yet did nothing to warn potential victims.

This is a Mad Hatter’s tea party, where hierarchical robes and titles, sadomasochistic
austerities, and subterranean libertinism mix together in incestuous “spiritual
communities” filled with distrust and rivalries - all this in a scramble for the summit
of some distant “spiritual” mountain. This would be comic if it weren’t tragic.

And it is tragic.
February 13,2011 9:16 AM

Concerned said...
part 2.

It is tragic because countless Americans hunger for genuine meaning - meaning
unavailable in the toxic mimics offered by game shows, professional sports, “reality”
TV, ugly politics, “free-market” competition, and unimaginably wasteful wealth
accumulation at the top.

Yet meaning is available - above all in the penetrating explorations into the
mysteries of consciousness we undertake in meditation and yoga. And the most
important thing we can bring to these inquiries - and to those we hope to further in
these inquiries - is our sincerity and selflessness.

The Shimano scandal reminds me of why, some years ago, I refused the opportunity
to become a Zen “dharma heir.” I refused, knowing that, without this title, despite
forty years of training and practice, [ would never be a recognized Zen meditation
teacher. The offer was generous. But to have accepted would have been tacitly to
endorse a credential that conferred great authority — yet was given at the pleasure
of a single person and based on a fantasy.

The doctrine of dharma transmission hangs on four overlapping assumptions, all of
which must be true to establish its credibility. The first two are beyond proof, and
the third and the fourth obviously false.

The first, that the historical Buddha attained a mind of absolute perfection, is pure
poetry - fascinating, mysterious - and if accepted, accepted simply as an article of
faith. Did the Buddha have such a mind? A wonderful question! Maybe he did. Or
maybe, somewhere in the cosmos, he’s still exploring, expanding, and perfecting his
infinite wide-awake seeing. Or maybe all of us are, exactly at this moment, his eyes
opening again and again - and wider and wider as our practice deepens.

The second, that the Buddha’s disciple Mahakasyapa also attained this perfect mind
and that the Buddha recognized it, depends upon the first. Perhaps, indeed, a perfect
being could recognize and attest to the perfection in another perfect being.



The third, that an unbroken chain of such “mind to mind” transmissions has
descended, generation after generation, in a known lineage, down to today’s living
dharma heirs, is simply false on historical grounds. As Edward Conze, the great
scholar of Indian Buddhism noted, “much of the traditions about the early history of
Ch’an are the inventions of a later age” - inventions befitting a Chinese culture that
deeply honored family lineages traced through renowned ancestors.

The fourth, that every such transmission from master to disciple over the last 2500
years was genuine, is contradicted by the behavior of Shimano himself - and, sadly,
of any number of Asian and American teachers.

Stated simply, the doctrine of dharma transmission is just one more among the
many attractive delusions held by human beings. Unfortunately, adherence to it
gives the dharma heir a very powerful - and potentially dangerous - authority
within the community of Zen practitioners, much as does the doctrine of the
Apostolic Succession in the Roman Catholic Church, where the recent child abuse
scandals illustrate the dangers of priesthoods that claim an authority beyond the
ordinary and human. Those in such positions are sorely tempted to protect each
other, ignoring or covering up the harm done by their colleagues.

So long as American Zen relies on dharma transmission as a credential, there will be
one Shimano after another - and dharma heirs who will go to great lengths to
protect the master that conferred authority upon them. For if the master who has
declared me awakened has erred, if he does not, indeed, “dwell in the Absolute,”
then my own credential is called into question - along with my prestige and
authority in the community and my ability to confer this power upon others.
February 13,2011 9:19 AM

Concerned said...
part 3

Even if the magical claims of dharma transmission are discarded and it is recognized
as an ordinary human institution, it still should not be retained as a method of
training Zen meditation teachers. No truly meaningful credential can be conferred
simply at the pleasure of one person. Indeed, as a method, it creates toxic
interpersonal dynamics in communities, for the future recognition or preferment of
a student is entirely dependent upon pleasing a dharma heir, or a presumptive
dharma heir. If I wish to rise in this hierarchical system, I must pay court to the
dharma heir and his or her favorites, and as a courtier in such a system, I can never
openly acknowledge my self-interested pursuit of attention, for my goal is always,
theoretically, “spiritual” development. Yet, of course, my ability to please a dharma
heir and receive, in my turn, recognition and/or authorization will give me status
and even employment opportunities. The dynamics of court, courtier, and courtship
create endless distortions of human behavior even in ordinary institutions - a
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business, political party, or college. These run wild when the king, queen, pope, or
dharma heir has imputed “special” powers. Anyone connected for a length of time to
a Zen Center can cite examples.

Of course, many Zen teachers will refuse to discard this false credential. Those with
the courage to act can take comfort from the Buddha’s words in The
Mahaparinibbana Suttanta, words that E.A. Burtt suggests bring out “one major and
authentic note” among the various presumed “final” teachings attributed to the
Buddha.

As the Buddha prepares for death, Ananda begs him to leave “instructions as
touching the order.” The Buddha responds that he has nothing more to offer. He has
taught freely to everyone, his teaching is complete, and the community must now
find its own way forward.

“What, then, Ananda, does the order expect that of me? I have preached the truth
without making any distinction between exoteric and esoteric doctrine; for in
respect of the truth, Ananda, the Tathagata has no such thing as the closed fist of a
teacher, who keeps some things back.”

Then the Buddha hints at the possibility of a coming power struggle, suggesting
wryly that if any person now thinks he should run things, he should just go ahead
and try. “Surely, Ananda, should there be anyone who harbors the thought, ‘Itis I
who will lead the brotherhood,” or, ‘The order is dependent on me,” he should lay
down instructions in any matter concerning the order.”

To illustrate the absurdity of such thinking, the Buddha even goes so far as to insist
that he, himself, does not “lead” the order. “Now the Tathagata, Ananda, thinks not
that it is he who should lead the brotherhood, or that the order is dependent upon
him. Why, then, should the Tathagata leave instructions in any matter concerning
the order?”

The Buddha is said to have said many things. But these words ring true. Monks
seeking to establish governing hierarchies modeled upon patterns of royal or
imperial lineages must have lamented their inclusion in the canon. These words
were, to the hearers, most probably unforgettable - told and retold in the
community too many times to be expunged. If they are indeed authoritative, the
Buddha himself never had any notion of the creation of a lineage of dharma heirs.

We must move beyond dharma transmission and construct approaches by which
teachers of American Zen Buddhist meditation can be prepared effectively - and
transparently. There are many models in a myriad of professions, both religious and
secular. I would suggest that for Zen in America to speak to people, to become more
than an odd, idiosyncratic subculture, it must draw sustenance from America’s deep
roots in the democratic and egalitarian. English Dissenters brought the first
churches to these shores. Their polity was congregational, where the minister
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served at the pleasure of the congregants. The minister was understood to be as
susceptible to error as any in his flock
February 13,2011 9:20 AM

Concerned said...
part 4.

Having moved beyond the fairy tale of dharma transmission, Zen communities can
begin work on truly thorny questions. Why did so many of the Asian “masters” who
came to America, especially during the Sixties, behave in ways that to the objective
beholder seem narcissistic, even sociopathic? What was their experience coming to
maturity in monasteries and ashrams? Were they damaged in some way as
children? And how, today, can the traditional Hindu and Buddhist emphasis on
“non-attachment” be meaningfully taught in an America where many suffer
“attachment disorders” - an inability to receive or return love?

To matter much in America, Zen must undergo its own painful Protestant
Reformation - the deconstruction of lineage. This will free practitioners to learn
from trained and accountable teachers in the spirit of the Buddha’s final
admonition: “Therefore, O Ananda, be ye lamps unto yourselves. Rely on yourselves,
and do not rely on external help. Hold fast to the truth as a lamp. Seek salvation
alone in the truth. Look not to assistance to anyone besides yourselves.”

February 13,2011 9:21 AM

John Wayne said...

What is Zuo Chan or Zazen? Za means to sit, but it is not the body that sits, but your
mind.

Zen means to contemplate, but there is no fixed form or pattern to contemplate
with.

Not to be moved inside the mind is Za.

Not to be attached to forms outside is Zen.

Not to separate your mind from the Buddha-nature is Za,

To be able to discriminate all phenomena is Zen.

Such being the nature of Zazen, what is the point of sitting around all day meditating
when all you're doing is really thinking delusional thoughts? If you truly understood
Zazen, then there is not a single moment you are not sat. If you do not understand
Zazen, then you can sit until you become a corpse, yet still fail to get even a glimpse
of your own true mind!

So should we sit or not? It all depends whether you grasp this crucial teaching.

Take heed, do not follow the wrong path!
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found at....

http://waynedhamma.blogspot.com/2006/06/to-sit-or-not-to-sit.html
February 13,2011 9:58 AM

Wanda said...
A comment on the Gach piece:

http://www.religiondispatches.org/archive/culture/4075/zen_and_the_art_of_the_
sex_scandal/

"The present situation has been largely seen, at superficial scrutiny, to be a matter of
the sexual abuse of students in inherent and amplified situations of inequality. On
careful examination the situation is far more complex and not at all limited to sexual
abuse. What has been revealed by the shimanoarchive.com raises serious questions
about the 'culture' of ZSS centers, the behavior of ordained sangha in relation to the
ZSS Ethical Guidelines and the functioning of the Zen Studies Society Board of
Directors. The lack of awareness demonstrated by the recent revelations of ZSS
Board members makes it clear that the Board has been completely out of touch with
the reality and enormity of the crisis. The response of the larger Buddhist
community leadership has been reprehensible and brings questioning of their own
positions. Aside from a recent flurry of letters created out of a 'consensus’ process
and largely holding to a 'party’ line, there have been but a few clear voices that grasp
the concept of 'talking truth to power.""

"Most certainly this matter has raised intense reflection and questioning of
"institutional” Buddhism. It is possible that "The Shimano Affair" may provide the
catalyst for bringing about a revolution of transparency within World Zen in
America and Japan. We are perhaps witnessing the making of a revolution in
Buddhism."

- Rev. Kobutsu Malone, Sedgwick, Maine
February 13,2011 10:00 AM

Show-me dharma said...
"If you do not understand Zazen, then you can sit until you become a corpse, yet still
fail to get even a glimpse of your own true mind!"

Yeah, but at least it keeps them off the streets.
February 13,2011 10:07 AM

Stick with acting said...
John Wayne said...
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"Take heed, do not follow the wrong path!"

So all these Zen centers including DBZ and NYZ are following the wrong path?
February 13,2011 10:08 AM

Whatever works said...
"Most certainly this matter has raised intense reflection and questioning of
"institutional” Buddhism."

As many are fond of saying, "Don't throw the baby out with the bathwater," (even if
the baby is a rotting, stillborn corpse infested with maggots.)
February 13,2011 10:24 AM

John Wayne said...

Apparently. They just instruct you on how to sit on a zafu. They do not teach the true
meaning of zazen. Maybe if they did the Zen centers like DBZ and NYZ would not be
so embroiled in worldly melodrama. Shimano apparently never understood zazen,
and that is probably the same with his "Dharma heirs". Just think of all the zen
centers around the world who have no idea what zazen really means. So they
essentially are not teaching Buddhism.

February 13,2011 10:28 AM

Dolly Pardon said...

No wonder religion and politics are taboo to talk about. They are both dominated by
hypocrisy.

February 13,2011 10:33 AM

Ex-Offender said...

"The lack of awareness demonstrated by the recent revelations of ZSS Board
members makes it clear that the Board has been completely out of touch with the
reality and enormity of the crisis."

"Completely out of touch ... "

Thank you, Mr. Humble. L.e., this ZSS Board has not succeeded where all past boards
have failed: to unseat Shimano, start substantially rewriting bylaws, undertake to
institute membership and membership voting,and, in one director's case, take some
personal responsibility for the mess.
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Mr. Humble's opinion is about as believeable as his DC Jail rape story. Reading about
it was like going to his Shimanoarchive and seeing that he had posted male porn
("Oh, do some people regard that as porn?"). Feels like getting slimed.

[ have been in the DC Jail. Not to tour the drug-testing facility, not to visit the
Hinckley cell. It is in fact loud, mainly when there are visitors, and dirty too. But they
segregated the protesters from the gen pop. IMO, his rape story could never, never
have happened, especially as described.

Just another zen guy with sexual hang-ups. Nothing new under the sun.
February 13,2011 11:15 AM

Mad Hatter said...

The Jabberwock, with eyes aflame, Jaws that bait and claws that catch, Beware the
Jabberwock, my son, The frumious Bandersnatch He took his vorpal sword in hand
The vorpal blade went snicker-snack He left it dead, and with its head He went
galumphing back. Its all about you, you know.

February 13,2011 11:32 AM

No BigMind said...

John Wayne said -

"Apparently. They just instruct you on how to sit on a zafu. They do not teach the
true meaning of zazen."

"Just think of all the zen centers around the world who have no idea what zazen
really means."

I must confess [ have visited quite a few centers over the years and I never realised
that. How did you find out?

[ know I don't understand what Zen is or isn't. (Can Zen be 'not something'??)

Some days ago someone mentioned "read Alan Watts - The Way of Zen.
That's what it really IS", I have read his books but again I don't think [ understand
what he means with real Zen either.

If you could explain to me what it is or where to buy it - that would really make my
day.
February 13,2011 11:33 AM

Robin said...
Zen Skin, Zen Marrow: Will the Real Zen Buddhism Please Stand Up? by Steven
Heine
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http://www.amazon.com/Zen-Skin-Marrow-Buddhism-
Please/dp/0195326776/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1297615110&sr=1-1
February 13,2011 11:40 AM

Youthful Folly said...
Ex-Offender said...

"IMO, his rape story could never, never have happened, especially as described.”

Jail rape is common. Malone's experience is true. Malone works with prisoners and
is totally aware of the problems that occur, and there would be nothing to gain by
making up the story.

My own experience is the same, and [ would have been raped if not for a guard
coming by the "drunk” cell at 1am and pulling the rapist off me. Malone's work with
the Shimano archive is to be applauded for it's thoroughness, and exposing of the
criminal nature of Shimano and the zen organization s DBZ and NYZ.

February 13,2011 11:40 AM

genkaku said...
[ like "Jabberwocky" and dislike seeing it mangled. So here is the Lewis Carroll
nonsense:

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.

'Beware the Jabberwock, my son!

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun

The frumious Bandersnatch!'

He took his vorpal sword in hand:

Long time the manxome foe he sought --
So rested he by the Tumtum tree,

And stood a while in thought.

And, as in uffish thought he stood,

The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame,
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,
And burbled as it came!

One two! One two! And through and through



The vorpal blade went snicker-snack!
He left it dead, and with its head
He went galumphing back.

'And hast thou slain the Jabberwock?
Come to my arms, my beamish boy!
Oh frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!'

He chortled in his joy.

'"Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe:
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.
February 13,2011 11:41 AM

worse and worse said...
Ex-offender-

In castigating Kobutsu, has it occurred to you that you are further reducing the
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credibility of Zen as an effective practice? The alleged number of sexually-repressed,

lying Zen teachers just keeps increasing.

February 13,2011 11:41 AM

synchronicity said...
Robin said...

"Zen Skin, Zen Marrow: Will the Real Zen Buddhism Please Stand Up? by Steven

Heine"

Simply amazing, I was just reading this google book! :) It looks great!

There is a review of the book at the zensite...
http://www.thezensite.com/ZenBookReviews/Zen_skin_Zen_marrow_Forte.html
a quote from the article "John Daido Loori has stated that Zen Skin, Zen Marrow

“belongs on the shelf of every Zen Center in the West.” The only danger with this
suggestion is that the book will remain there."

February 13,2011 11:53 AM

BigMind No-no said...
No BigMind said...



17

"If you could explain to me what it is or where to buy it - that would really make my
day."

you can buy it at Amazon
http://www.amazon.com/Way-Zen-Alan-W-Watts/dp/0375705104
there are 70 reviews of it at

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/514210.The_Way_of Zen
February 13,2011 12:01 PM

FORESIGHT? said...
From the blog "NOT Reblogging Brad Warner"

Last night [ had a long talk with a guy who is well-connected and personally knows
some of the players involved in the modern Zen scene. Let's call him Stan.

Stan made quite an impact on me because we discussed many different aspects and
problems with the Buddhist scene. And there were a few salient points that came
out of the conversation.

1. Transmission is a problem.

Buddhist/eastern spiritual teachers and students have a kind of "diploma" system
where you graduate when your teacher says so-- and they give you a diploma, or
"Inka" or "transmission." Students want to get their diploma very badly, and it sets
up a lot of jockeying for position, in-fighting, and power plays. It keeps people in line
because after studying with a teacher for fifteen or twenty years, you want to get
that diploma. And you wouldn't want to let something get in the way of that--such as
telling the public that the teacher is stealing money or sleeping with dozens of
students or whatever other kind of nasty business might be going on.

2. Fraudulent teachers create cynicism in the community

It struck me while talking with Stan, that it would be very difficult to spend years in
these institutions where I regularly saw abuses of power and psychological bribery,
not to become exceedingly cynical. And it caused me to wonder if people like Genpo
Roshi might not be victims of having spent too much time around a fraudulent
teacher. Seeing the teacher abuse students, seeing the psychological carnage over
years and years, seeing how prevalent it was...

Might that not at some point cause Genpo to say, "screw it, let's make some money."
[ mean, why be a poor monk when the whole thing is kind of bullshit anyway?
People aren't getting healthier in these institutions, they're getting sicker. You've
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spent years and years dedicating yourself to Buddhism and it starts to look like
nothing but a joke.

That is why the existence of fraudulent teachers is so problematic. It breeds a kind
of cynicism and defeat of the spirit. It makes people give up. When the truth is that
there are good things about the practice of meditation, there are good things being
done by teachers and students. But there is a paucity of oversight and "quality
control"” for lack of a better phrase.

And again, people are not speaking out the way they need to (ya hear that Tricycle
Magazine?).

Part of the problem also lies in the insistence that Buddhism should not be placed
under the same kinds of restrictions as other industries like the medical field or the
practice of law, where you can be disbarred for ethics violations. And because
Buddhism tries to deconstruct the normal sense of reality, vulnerable people can be
confused and taken advantage of by opportunistic and predatory teachers.

The best thing my own teacher ever did was tell me that he couldn't give me a
diploma. He said even if he did give me a diploma, it would have no relevance. He
said "you earn your diploma moment by moment for the rest of your life."

Nobody can give it to me or take it away from me. If more teachers were honest
about this, we would have far fewer abuses of power because there wouldn't be
anything to get. And since that's what everyone keeps saying about Zen--there's
nothing to get here--why are we holding fake diplomas over the students' heads?

POSTSCRIPT: Could this stuff we've been talking about factor into some of the
reasoning behind Brad's decision to stop giving Jukai to students? He's been trying
to remove the mantle of "teacher"” or authority figure for awhile now. And the more I
learn about what's going on in some of these zen centers, the more I applaud his
efforts.

at http://rebloggingbradwarner.blogspot.com/2009/12/monky-business.html
February 13,2011 12:22 PM

No BigMind said...
BigMind No-no
Colin
synchronicity

Thank you for your answer.
[ have read the book and I recommend it to all of you.(all of his books actually).
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The problem is - do you really think you can find the answer in a book? If it does,
good for you - until perhaps next week you read another book. When hungry -
looking at the menu is not enough for me.

So my hope today is on John Wayne.

February 13,2011 12:40 PM

John Wayne said...
No BigMind said...

"So my hope today is on John Wayne."
Well, here's a BIG thank ya good buddy!
to quote again what zazen is.....

"What is Zuo Chan or Zazen? Za means to sit, but it is not the body that sits, but your
mind.

Zen means to contemplate, but there is no fixed form or pattern to contemplate
with.

Not to be moved inside the mind is Za.

Not to be attached to forms outside is Zen.

Not to separate your mind from the Buddha-nature is Za,

To be able to discriminate all phenomena is Zen."

February 13,2011 12:46 PM

Bonnie said...
John Wayne said...

"What is Zuo Chan or Zazen? Za means to sit, but it is not the body that sits, but your
mind.

Zen means to contemplate, but there is no fixed form or pattern to contemplate
with.

Not to be moved inside the mind is Za.

Not to be attached to forms outside is Zen.

Not to separate your mind from the Buddha-nature is Za,

To be able to discriminate all phenomena is Zen."

[ think this is the most honest, concise understanding of zen practice [ have heard in
a long while!!
February 13,2011 12:50 PM

No BigMind said...
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John Wayne

Perhaps if you can really explain I would be willing to do you a favour. I happen to
know some people who know some people who are very close WITH HIS ONLY SON.
Perhaps they could have HIM put in a good word for you with the MAN. If you want |
can even ask them to come to your house (These people got people all over the
world even in your part of the world).

So if you can really explain - then you've got a deal.

ps no links to your temple or books or quoting allowed - YOUR WORDS -

until you do i'll just stick to my ignorant sitting.
February 13,2011 12:58 PM

Fantasy Island said...
No BigMind said...

John Wayne

" Perhaps if you can really explain [ would be willing to do you a favour. I happen to
know some people who know some people who are very close WITH HIS ONLY SON.
Perhaps they could have HIM put in a good word for you with the MAN. If you want |
can even ask them to come to your house (These people got people all over the
world even in your part of the world).

So if you can really explain - then you've got a deal.”

[ hate to break your bubble but John is dead.
But that's OK, that soap bubble pipe is doing most of the work for you. :)
February 13,2011 1:14 PM

Wikiwars said...
From: http://www.gutclean.com/buddhistsexabusecases.html

"Copied below is the "Buddhist sex abuse cases" article that I recently contributed to
Wikipedia under my monniker "Rinpoche" and which was deleted by their
community without allowing me to defend it."

February 13,2011 1:15 PM

No BigMind said...
Genkaku

- On a more serious note -
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your question was - Would you care to say why?
comment was "A zen teacher who speaks up on this issue is etc..."

My answer would have been comment #5001 or 2 - I didn't ignore it.

Perhaps not all Zen teachers have been aware of Eido's behaviour these last 30, 40
or 50 years. In the sangha i was part of in the late 70's - 80's we were informed in 82
or 83 of Shimano (i believe there was a scandal at the time) That sangha has
produced several Zen teachers (AZTA) whose views or opinions i have not come
across anywhere (a few have).

[ believe that by keeping silent for so long they somehow enabled Shimano to
continue and even have new students joining.

For James Ford (and also Kyogen Carlsson and today also Dosho Port) to give their
view now and not wait 10 or 20 years (after the jury has reached a verdict) - i find
refreshing and appreciate.

When Ford writes - Bottom line to Genpo: Don’t let the door slap yr butt... - it seems
rather clear what his view is.

the comment i responded to seemed to miss the point about Genpo - which was
unfortunate, instead focused on -TRUE ZEN.

To discuss - What Zen really is - i gladly leave that to people who have more free
time on their hands than i do.

After practising for some decades i feel quite comfortable not knowing what Zen
REALLY is.

Hope to have answered you question

February 13,2011 1:16 PM

John Wayne said...

No BigMind said...

"ps no links to your temple or books or quoting allowed - YOUR WORDS -

until you do i'll just stick to my ignorant sitting."

Well, me and Elvis do quite a bit of croonin' where we've gone...and we haven't lost

our sense of humor either. :)
February 13,2011 1:18 PM

Zen is never having to say you're sorry said...
"After practising for some decades i feel quite comfortable not knowing what Zen
REALLY is."
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Apparently you're not the only one. Dosho Port seems to equate "don't-know mind"
with "don't-know-and couldn't-care-less mind" in his Feb 11 blog entry at
http://wildfoxzen.blogspot.com/

"On days like today, though, one thing that strikes me is how American Zen has
attracted a self-righteous lot quick to pounce on someone when they're down and
bragging about how right they were about it all to begin with. Looks like
sanctimonious self-righteousness.

"There used to be a precept discouraging that kind of thing called taking up the way
of not elevating the self while belittling others but there seems to be fine print to the
effect "...unless you do something I have a problem with."

"But whoops - there I go joining the elevating-the-self crowd!
"Back down to earth I wonder, where's the loving kindness?"
Wow, Dosho's really sticking his neck out here in defense of the hapless victims.

After chastising the messenger, he goes on to offer a few suggestions, in a bland,

matter-of-fact tone more appropriate for a taxpayer's guide on how to maximize
refunds. Most potential solutions he shrugs off as unworkable. He seems to favor
transparency...

"One way to achieve more transparency is to have multiple teachers working with a
community and students having dokusan with more than one teacher - yes, like at
Boundless Way."

..but then he backpedals because the few qualified Zen teachers there are can't
cooperate with each other:

"Unfortunately, this is sometimes difficult to pull off. Finding even one qualified
teacher can be challenging. Teachers don't always work and play together all that
well."

Fortunately for all of us, the shortage of qualified teachers, their lack of
transparency and their inability to cooperate with anyone has nothing to do with
the growing tide of sanctimonious, self-righteousness detractors Port complains
about.

February 13,2011 2:19 PM

genkaku said...
"Perhaps not all Zen teachers have been aware of Eido's behaviour these last 30, 40
or 50 years.
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Hi NoBigMind -- Thanks for your response, which, I admit, [ cannot entirely
understand, but appreciate the effort.

Reading the above quote, however, brought a puckish smile to my lips. My
experience along the Zen circuit has been that while enlightenment may be
considered instantaneous, gossip is a very close second ... and what happened here
traveled there at damn near light speed, even without the internet. I have a hard
time imagining that a good morsel of gossip would not have reached even the most
serene, no-idle-chatter ears. :)

February 13,2011 2:33 PM

Makahanya said...

"There is one teacher at ZSS that is ES, so
the message tries to diffuse the accusation
by pointing the finger to several directions."

"News flash to makahaka: teacher is Roko, not ES. "

Re Eido. This should be written in the past form. The context of this discussion was
the pesnion plan of ES (based on Dec 1st letter

and September email). At that time, Roko

was not a ZSS teacher. Jiro, Yamakawa, Denko,

Seigan, Roko, Abu Muthalib, Benedict VII,

even Linchi were not involved.

February 13,2011 2:46 PM

Conform or be left behind said...
For those who have questions about what Zen "is", so as not to be confused or
mislead by false teachers, just go to Amazon and get yourself a Zen calender. :)

product info:

"A daily jolt of truth, enlightenment, and clarity. Adapted from the bestselling book
The Little Zen Companion, this calendar opens the mind with a koan, quote, parable,
sutra, or poem on every page. Lao-tsu: "Nature does not hurry, yet everything is
accomplished." Kahlil Gibran: "I discovered the secret of the sea in meditation upon
the dewdrop."

Salvador Dali: "Have no fear of perfection. You'll never reach it." Eugene

Ionesco: "It's not the answer that enlightens, but the question.” Plus Zen thoughts
from Henry David Thoreau, Dogen, Jack Kerouac, Seng-Ts'an, and Shunryu Suzuki:
"Just to be alive is enough."”

at...
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http://www.amazon.com/Zen-2011-Page---Day-
Calendar/dp/0761157727 /ref=sr_1_1?7ie=UTF8&qid=1297627200&sr=8-1
February 13,2011 3:04 PM

Zen "Studies"? said...
Actually, I thought this was in the context of the ZSS ethical guidelines, which were
posted around the time Eido left and Roko took over.

[ did reread the archives (for the third time) and saw only one reference to a
dharma heir inviting sex with female students. This revelation took place at the
women's retreat, and it was admitted at the time that there was no particular effort
on the part of that person to operate in secrecy. I did remember hearing about
another dharma heir involved in what could be termed an inappropriate sexual
relationship, but I couldn't see to locate the reference. No matter...two out of five
seems high.

But in re-reading the archives, the other recurring themes that jumped out were 1)
the rapid turnover in board members and 2)financial improprieties. The sale of the
apartment against the donor's wishes, the outrageous 10th anniversary
expenditures (nearly 4 times the amount decided by the board), the wheedling over
retirement compensation, the irregularities in financial reporting, the repeated
failure to follow the advice of accountants...nauseating.

February 13,2011 3:06 PM

left behind said...
From the Zen Calendar (sun, jan 30, 2011):

"Do not judge or criticize others. Just be at ease and go on mindlessly like a
simpleton or a fool. Or, be like one who is struck deaf and dumb. Spend your life as if
you cannot hear a thing, or like an infant. Then sooner or later, all delusion will
disappear.--Kyong Ho

February 13,2011 3:12 PM

james said...

Have anyone here been to Shobji lately? I just wondered what the atmosphere there
was like. I was a member and had been sitting there once or twice a week for about
5 years up until last July. I was never asked to become a student of Eido, nor did I
want to. But I did like the beautiful place, it's authentic Japanese feel, the nice stone
garden in the back, the fantastic scrolls and Buddha images.

[ am one of those people who has become very

cynical after the events of last year. It's been very difficult for me to get back on the
mat, but I feel I'm starting to understand what went on and agree the
lineage/Dharma heir issue really is at the core of this issue. It is a recipe for spiritual
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corruption. [ spent 8 years before at the Village Zendo watching it start as an
innocent sitting group at the teachers apartment and become a full-fledged toxic
"Imperial Court".

My rakasu and robe are still up at Shoboji, and I'm wondering if [ even want to go
back there just to pick them up. I'm so disgusted with organized religion right now,
['m thinking that I'll just leave my rakasu there until someone dumps it in the
garbage eventually.

February 14,2011 1:10 PM

fellow traveller said...

Dear James,

Don't give up on your practice. You are your own teacher.
February 14, 2011 3:37 PM

Anonymous said...

There's also a zendo in New York City where there hasn't been a teacher since the
50's, run by its members. It's on 30th Street. First Zen Institute open to the public on
Wednesday nites. Good luck.

February 14, 2011 4:05 PM

genkaku said...

Just a reminder carried over from the old Eido Tai Shimano thread: Please do not
use "anonymous" as a nickname. Pick something else ... even (oh my!) your own. The
objective is to allow others to respond specifically to your post if they wish to.

[ will delete those who post as "anonymous" in future.

No more "anonymous" please.
February 14, 2011 4:16 PM

whatever works said...
Over on ZFI, "Hungry Ghost" posted the following today in the "Practicing Without a
Teacher" thread:

[ am myself firmly in the "Find a teacher if you want to practice Buddhism".
However, I did stumble across this little gem from the Khaggavisana Sutta:
"If you gain a mature companion,

a fellow traveler, right-living & wise,

overcoming all dangers

go with him, gratified,

mindful.
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If you don't gain a mature companion,
a fellow traveler, right-living & wise,
wander alone

like a king renouncing his kingdom,
like the elephant in the Matanga wilds,
his herd."

Thoughti'd share..

February 14, 2011 4:34 PM

Lucky in Love said...
That is a great Valentine post. | wonder which of the two Shimano can claim. :|
February 14, 2011 4:39 PM

genkaku said...
Likewise in The Dhammapada:

If you find no better of equal on life's road, go alone!
Loneliness is better than the friendship of a fool.
February 14, 2011 4:43 PM

James E said...
James said:

"My rakasu and robe are still up at Shoboji, and I'm wondering if I even want to go
back there just to pick them up. I'm so disgusted with organized religion right now,
['m thinking that I'll just leave my rakasu there until someone dumps it in the
garbage eventually."

February 14,2011 1:10 PM

Go and get your rakusu and start sitting again. Is it somehow sullied by association
with ZSS? I doubt it, but even if it was, so what. It is a symbolic part of the story of
your zen practice and a reminder of all that you have experienced at Shoboji. Don't
throw that away and don't give up. That rakusu has its own worthy meaning which
can't be replaced.

February 14, 2011 5:09 PM

Artifacts said...
"My rakasu and robe are still up at Shoboji, and I'm wondering if I even want to go
back there just to pick them up."
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The ZSS no doubt has a pile of abandoned artifacts from former students.

Some people just burn the raksu; they don't want to have anything that Mr. Shimano
touched near their bodies. And for people who have been sexually abused by him, it
presents a real problem since the "anything" that he touched, happens to be their
own bodies.

A dilemna of disturbing proportions; the abuse does not wash off.
February 14,2011 7:19 PM

james said...

Thanks everyone for your comments. I think I've heard more "turning words" here
than from the last many Dharma talks from "great" teachers. When I was in art
school in my twenties, I realized very quickly that I learned much more from my
fellow students than from the teachers I was paying so much to learn from. I don't
know why I expected anything different from Zen. My mistake. I will go back and get
my rakusu...if it's still there. Actually, it was given to me by Enkyo "Roshi".I might
still burn it!

February 14, 2011 7:49 PM

Podunk said...
Here's a letter from Les Kaye with some history very pertinent to the present
situation with Genpo Merzel.

Les Kaye Letter to Kanzeon Board re: Genpo and AZTA History

http://wildfoxzen.blogspot.com/2011/02 /les-kaye-letter-to-kanzeon-board-
re.html
February 14, 2011 8:26 PM

whatever works said...
james said...
"I might still burn it!"

[ was actually going to suggest that but thought it might be too "inflammatory"! :)
February 14, 2011 8:39 PM

Bodhi said...
Call ahead, quietly pick it up and leave.... it's your rakusu.
February 14,2011 9:01 PM
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Christopher said...

That 1992 AZTA letter to Maezumi about Genpo Merzel is eerily similar to the 1995
Aitken letter to the ZSS. There's something very wrong with the fact that both
Merzel and Shimano were still able to teach for so long afterwards.

['m not too optimistic that I'm ever going to get a response to my letter to the ICSA,
but my mind's made up already. Zen organisations that cover up sexual and financial
abuse by their teachers are no better than extremist cults.

February 15, 2011 5:56 AM

Signs of the Times said...
This is from page 6 of the google book
"Zen skin, Zen marrow: will the real Zen Buddhism please stand up? by Steven Heine

at

http://books.google.com/books?id=33ymadXmyRkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Zen
+gender+discrimination&source=bl&ots=2Gf82UdQ7p&sig=]p3VtYT75cymw21PvR
qv5zsF-GU&hl=en&ei=e_xXTZGLD4Gclgezp-
GPBw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=4&ved=0CDEQ6AEwAw#v=0onepa
ge&q=Zen%20gender%?20discrimination&f=false

"According to a lyric by singer/songwriter Leonard Cohen, "There is a war between
the ones who say there is no war, / And the ones who say there isn't." Indeed, there
seems to be a war in the sense of a conceptual and verbal exchange of conflict and
hostilities regarding what constitutes and who gets to explicate Zen, whereby
different factions unproductively talk at or past - but not constructively with - one
other, whether intentionally or not. The main debate is between two factions. One
faction involves traditionalists, referred to here as supporters of the TZN, who
continue to articulate and reinforce their view of the "traditional Zen narrative" and
may come off as apologists and/or reverse Orientalists ( even if they are Westerners
like Herrigel). The other faction includes critics and reformers referred to here as
supporters of HCC, who attempt to carry out historical and cultural criticism and
may appear, like Koestler, hypercritical in the judgments and evaluations, which
evoke shades of Orientalism."

There is also a discussion of ZFI called "I'm a Zen master" located at
http://www.zenforuminternational.org/viewtopic.php?f=64&t=6087
As Buddhism has entered the West/U.S. these two factions are at war. The

traditionalists and the reformers. They talk at each other, and rarely if at all talk
WITH each other. We are starting to see a split in where and how Zen is practiced.
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Many are questioning the validity of the Zen master/student relationship and
forming peer-to-peer groups without a "legitimate"” teacher. After the scandals of
Eido and Genpo, this will increase this tendency to go somewhere else besides the
traditional zen center.

We might be witnessing a similar reform that happened in the 16th century to
Catholicism, and Orthodoxy.

from wikipedia.....
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism

"In the 16th century the followers of Martin Luther established the evangelical
churches of Germany and Scandinavia. Reformed churches in Switzerland were
established by John Calvin and more radical reformers such as Huldrych Zwingli.
Thomas Cranmer reformed the Church of England and later John Knox established a
more radical Calvinist communion in the Church of Scotland.”

This could even evolve into what is becoming more popular all the time in the U.S.
known as "secular Buddhism".
February 15, 2011 6:56 AM

Au Contraire said...

Signs of the Times said...

This could even evolve into what is becoming more popular all the time in the U.S.
known as "secular Buddhism".

If you consider Buddhism to be a religion, then, by definition, there is no such thing
as "secular Buddhism". I think even the most radical "non-religious" Buddhists will
have a hard time extracting absolutely all religious elements from Buddhism, which
would be necessary of anything deserving the name "secular Buddhism."

February 15,2011 7:13 AM

Signs of the Times said...
Au Contraire said...

" Signs of the Times said...
This could even evolve into what is becoming more popular all the time in the U.S.
known as "secular Buddhism".

If you consider Buddhism to be a religion, then, by definition, there is no such thing
as "secular Buddhism". I think even the most radical "non-religious" Buddhists will
have a hard time extracting absolutely all religious elements from Buddhism, which
would be necessary of anything deserving the name "secular Buddhism.""
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Yes, it would certainly seem that way, especially now when Buddhism carries with it
so many of the religious rituals, and priests, and icons. But just look what happened
to Christianity. It had the same thing going for it. Now there are 1000,s of Christians
who do not go to church, or even pray or read the Bible.

For instance their is a web site devoted to secular Buddhism already. It's mission
statement is as follows...

* Share accurate information, clarify misperceptions, and critically examine the
teaching and practice of early Buddhism of interest to a secular audience.

* Distinguish cultural accretions from that teaching and practice, and discuss secular
Buddhist culture.

* Discuss other topics and skills, like critical thinking, of benefit to the practice of
secular Buddhism.

* Discuss issues pertaining to separation of church and state, as they impact both
traditional Buddhism and secular practice.

It is located here
http://www.thesecularbuddhist.com/about_mission.php

Many people are just not interested in organized religion, so they become a "lamp

unto themselves."
February 15, 2011 8:21 AM

genkaku said...
Discuss, discuss, discuss, discuss, discuss, debate, debate, debate, debate, debate ...
it's all a pretty good starting point.

[ guess my question is, where is anyone heading with this thing called "Buddhism?"
If it's just to more discussion, discussion, discussion, debate, debate, debate, then it
strikes me as little more than a cozy circle jerk, not providing much peace at all.

Discipline means doing what you don't want to do. How many people are willing to
give that a shot?:)
February 15,2011 8:43 AM

Jim said...

Shimano the traditionalist and Merzel the reformer-- both lustful and greedy.
Common interest of two factions at war with each other. Seems to me they would
have a lot to talk about WITH each other.

February 15,2011 9:12 AM
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CSSF said...

A group of former ZSS sangha members have been communicating over the past
several months. We felt it was important to deal openly, and in a safe, supportive
environment, with the pain Eido Shimano's choices have caused so many of us. For
this reason we have organized a facilitated meeting in NYC on Sunday, March 20th
from 9 am to 5 pm.

Please visit the web page (www.sanghasteppingforth.com) for more detailed
information and join us on the 20th if you feel that this meeting may be beneficial
for you.

Committee for Sangha Stepping Forth (CSSF)
February 15, 2011 9:43 AM

No BigMind said...
Leonard Cohen from Anthem

"There is a crack in everything
That's how the light gets in."

All these beautiful words, Dhammapada, all Buddhist books, text etc - please do nor
forget "real people" have suffered because of immoral teachers.

When you consider that person could have been your wife, your sister, your
daughter how much time, how many words do you need to make up your mind?

If these people had not been Zen teachers but construction workers or accountants
would there even have been a discussion?

Why make it all so complicated - "Eido the roshi dwells in the absolute,” give him a
real hard kick in the knee - see how long the dwelling lasts.
February 15,2011 9:45 AM

Au Contraire said...

Signs of the Times said...

Many people are just not interested in organized religion, so they become a "lamp
unto themselves."

Understood - and more power to them. I was just quibbling about the name, really,
and by no means about their "mission".
February 15,2011 9:51 AM
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Shodo said...

Somebody posted the book "Zen skin, Zen marrow: will the real Zen Buddhism
please stand up?"... I just bought it on amazon... here is the full quote from the back
of the book By John Daido Loori.

"As we enter the 21st century and western Zen Buddhism develops the roots and
branches of its second and third generations, the time has come to reflect on what
aspects of this ancient tradition we are importing. What are the Zen myths and
realities we are disseminating throughout the West? Most importantly, does Zen
address the moral and ethical issues unique to our time and place? Steven Heine is
eminently qualified to crack open this Pandora's box and help us sort out the real
from the apparent. With its critical reflection, deep investigation and outstanding
scholarship, Zen Skin, Zen Marrow is a step in the process allowing Zen to take the
shape of the container that holds it. This book belongs on the shelf of every Zen
center in the West." --John Daido Loori

[ was looking at this book on googlebooks... I cannot wait to read this, it looks like it
is addressing everything that is going on right now.
February 15,2011 10:26 AM

Dennis said...
genkaku said...
"Discipline means doing what you don't want to do."

Hmmmm.... Merriam Webster defines discipline

1. Punishment

2. (obsolete) Instruction

3. Field of study

4. Training that corrects, molds, or perfects the mental faculties or moral character
5. a. Control gained by enforcing obedience or order.

b. orderly or prescribed conduct or pattern of behavior

c. SELF-CONTROL

from Joseph Campbell's book "Myths of Light"

This Buddhism comes to Japan in the twelfth century with the great teacher Honen
and becomes the basis for the great Buddhism of most of the people of Japan now,
Jodo and Shinshu.

Now, how do you serve the Buddha? How do you launch your ferry boat across to
the yonder shore? You serve the Buddha simply by performing your life duties. No
meditation necessary. No special going to church necessary. Your whole life is
church. Your children are your enterprise through which you achieve your
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fulfillment. This is a lovely, wonderful thing. The whole world is turned into the
sanctuary, you might say, of the discipline. And the discipline isn't something that
should make you anxious. It is something that you are doing simply by performing
your life duties properly and peacefully.

(Here's the part that makes me laugh)

Now there comes a resistance to this kind of thing on the part of the people who like
effort. You know, there are people who feel things shouldn't be too easy, and this
way of high discipline is the way that is epitomized in what is called Zen.

This word zen is the Japanese pronunciation of the Chinese word ch'an, and the
Chinese word is a mispronunciation of the Sanskrit word dhyana, which means
contemplation. Contemplation normally is thought of as disciplined meditation. I
have spoken about the kundalini yoga, a form of psychological and spiritual
discipline that consists of bringing a serpent of energy up through the spine. In Zen,
you seek to transform your mode of experience through just this kind of spiritual
exercise so that you actually come to the illumination that the Buddha came to in the
way the Buddha himself did, not just seated in a shrine being a little dragon mouth
saying "Buddha, Buddha, Buddha," then expecting to get somewhere. Here you are
going to go to WORK.

When you read about Zen there is something rather confusing about it because the
story of Hui-neng is told and told and told as the typical story of Zen. But then
behind that there is Bodhidharma, the one who sat facing the wall for 9 years. Then
go to Japan and go to a Zen monastery and what do you see? You see rows of austere
little monks sitting in the most fantastically controlled meditational postures. What
is all this about?

What group of people did Zen serve when it came to Japan? It was the Buddhism of
the samurai, of the knights, of the warrior-monks. This gives you the clue to Zen. In
contrast to the Chinese ch'an, Japanese Zen is the religion of knighthood, of athletes,
of highly disciplined action, of being in high form. In China, the ideal is really the old
rogue, the old fellow who's got wisdom in him, a kind of comical character through
whom life just flows. The ideal in Japan, however, is this samurai discipline, the
discipline of life in form.

February 15,2011 1:11 PM

genkaku said...

Dennis -- Effortlessness is how things are, I agree. It is also a goal for some. But the
effortlessness that trips off the tongue or tingles in the mind ... well, as Sarah Palin

might say, "how's that workin' for you?" Is it really putting a smile on your face or

making life a more peaceful adventure?
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Anyone can say "Sleeping, walking, eating ... this is Zen." It sounds nifty and
unfortunately it may just remain another nifty bauble in a life tinged by unresolved
doubt and distinctly un-nifty uncertainties.

OK ... so pick your poison. How's that workin' for you? :)
February 15,2011 1:22 PM

Dennis said...
genkaku said...

"OK ... so pick your poison. How's that workin' for you? :)"

Excellent point!!! Someday's, pretty good, others not so good. I think the same is true
with the "Masters" of zen. :)
February 15, 2011 2:47 PM

10,000 Jesus Imposters said...

From the Nebraska Zen Center web site...

About the Teacher

Rev. Nonin Chowaney, OPW, an American Zen Master, is a Buddhist priest trained in
the Soto tradition of Zen Master Dogen.

WOW! I wonder what he is Master of? Zen? :) oh he also says he has three disciples
and one budding one.

http://www.zenforuminternational.org/viewtopic.php?f=64&t=6087&sid=33fa7ab
032d02a6951633fa5e6a64820&start=40

5th post.

WOW! Disciples and Masters. No wonder people put these priests on pedestals as
super human. Maybe they can walk on water too. :)

Discuss ting, Discuss ting Discuss ting!
February 15,2011 3:01 PM

Larry and Larry said...

It might be that the Japanese Zen Masters have infiltrated our American society to
take over our country! Ha!

February 15, 2011 3:09 PM

Itis a good day said...



35

Larry and Larry

You may well be on to something.

[ once saw a documentary with John Belushi about a Japanese submarine targeting
Hollywood, believe was 1941.

February 15, 2011 4:39 PM

Jingles said...
Signs of the Times said...

"There is a war between the ones who say there is no war, / And the ones who say
there isn't." Indeed, there seems to be a war in the sense of a conceptual and verbal
exchange of conflict and hostilities regarding what constitutes and who gets to
explicate Zen, whereby different factions unproductively talk at or past - but not
constructively with - one other, whether intentionally or not. The main debate is
between two factions. One faction involves traditionalists, referred to here as
supporters of the TZN, who continue to articulate and reinforce their view of the
"traditional Zen narrative" and may come off as apologists and/or reverse
Orientalists ( even if they are Westerners like Herrigel). The other faction includes
critics and reformers referred to here as supporters of HCC, who attempt to carry
out historical and cultural criticism and may appear, like Koestler, hypercritical in
the judgments and evaluations, which evoke shades of Orientalism."

There is NO war. The only war is when people think there is one. People are cynical -
that is understandable and people always look for alternatives within
cynisism/anger. Skype doesn't work, fuck that, I'll use my mobile!

People will have opinions, that's OK.

So fucking what, the point is what works for your life - the last time I looked Zen was
about clarity. Eido could be a corrupt man but not everyone is corrupt in that world.
February 15, 2011 4:58 PM

Rape and pillage said...

What if, after losing WWII, the Japanese have tried to even the score by infiltrating
the West under a religious pretext, all the while taking advantage of our non-profit
laws to loot and plunder our citizenry, brainwash us and abuse our womenfolk (all
techniques of warfare.)

February 15,2011 5:10 PM

Still a Nice Day said...
Rape and pillage



36

You are right. that's why next election my vote goes to Tina Fey. She knows how to
stand up and kick ass.
February 15, 2011 5:30 PM

Signs of the Times said...
Jingles said...
"There is NO war. The only war is when people think there is one."

Well, lets say there is a BIG gulf that divides those who are traditionalists and those
who are reformers. Probably always has been. The tension between these groups of
idea-loges is palatable, if not blatant at times erupting in clashes of who's right and
who is stupid, stupid, stupid. Neither side is right or wrong, and yet each will hold
their position and not listen to the other persons point of view, or they just write
them off as being ridiculous. Where is middle ground in this struggle? Practicing
Buddhism without a teacher or being a disciple of Eido's? Two extremes that have
not found middle ground yet. Neither side is willing to give an inch. Where is this
taking zen Buddhism in the future? Who knows, it is all speculation.

But if history repeats itself more and more people will begin to practice Buddhism
without a teacher and that will become OK, just as it has in Christianity ( the people
who do not go to church, pray, or read the Bible but still call themselves Christian ).
That's just the way things spread out. Some take it personal and very serious, and
others take it with a grain of salt. Who is the better for it? I certainly am not going to
judge others. I will clean my own rice bowl, and show someone else if the want to
learn how. But they are not my disciple, just a a human friend, and I am no better
than them, just sharing with a friend about a certain aspect of life.

February 15,2011 6:10 PM

Greed, Anger and Delusion Thoroughly Pervade the Entire Universe said...
James said...

"I spent 8 years before at the Village Zendo watching it start as an innocent sitting

group at the teachers apartment and become a full-fledged toxic 'Imperial Court'.
Please say more about the situation there.

Thanks in advance.
February 15, 2011 7:59 PM

Achim said...

Interesting the ZSS crew all signed yet didn’t do the same things re Shimano and still
haven'’t http://t.co/USISsps

February 15,2011 10:54 PM
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comparison mind said...

Achim, that's amazing! Someone who still has ZFI posting privileges ought to post
that link to the Shimano thread and give Chowaney and Marinello the opportunity to
defend their reasoning. Genpo's misconduct, after all, seems no worse than Eido's.

The petition calling for Genpo's full admission and apology came out even after he
offered such, much more convincingly, I might add, than Shimano's statement,
which we all know contained no specific admission, a vague apology, and--
considering it's overall brevity--a heaping helping of self-aggrandizement.
Moreover, while 30 years is not a trivial time span, Genpo's history of misconduct
isn't as long as Shimano's. And Genpo's financial irregularities exceed Eido's in scale
but not in apparent deviousness.

So..what can Nonin say? That, Genpo's Big Mind is a sham whereas Shimano, despite
his faults, is practicing and teaching REAL Zen?
February 16, 2011 2:37 AM

genkaku said...
Interesting the ZSS crew all signed yet didn’t do the same things re Shimano and still
haven’t http://t.co/USISsps

[ just posted it at ZF1. We'll see how long that lasts.
February 16, 2011 8:04 AM

Presumed Guilty said...
"Interesting the ZSS crew all signed yet didn’t do the same things re Shimano and
still haven’t http://t.co/USISsps”

Did you ask the 'ZSS crew' if they did not, in fact, favor or try to implement any or all
of 'the same things'? If not, how do you know they didn't? Just because it didn't get
published on your bodacious blog?

February 16,2011 9:40 AM

genkaku said...

Presumed Guilty -- Point taken, but the interest remains: How is it that one such
caring collective statement (Genpo) might make it to a wider public while another
(Shimano -- if it exists) seems to remain hidden?

February 16,2011 9:51 AM
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Curious always said...

If indeed the "crew" implemented these same things, it is their responsibility to the
community to inform of their actions. It is the silence and lack of transparency that
is of concern.

February 16,2011 10:12 AM

genkaku said...
Posted at ZFI, but I doubt it will last so I'll post it here as well:

Genkaku quote:Interesting how forthright some 44 Zen teachers might be with
regard to Genpo's miscues and yet seem reluctant to be equally forthright as a body
about Mr. Shimano: [url=http://sweepingzen.com/2011/02/16 /recommendations-
for-genpo-merzel-the-kanzeon-zen-center-board-and-the-big-mind-teaching-
organization-regarding-the-status-of-genpo-merzel-from-44-azta-
members1/]Collective statement[/url][/quote]

Nonin quote: A whole bunch of Zen teachers were equally forthright about Eido
Shimano. If you'd read the letters sent to the ZSS Board and posted all over the
internet, you'd know this.

Hands palm-to-palm,
Nonin

Genkaku quote: I am aware of the individual statements (19 letters, 20 signatories)
on James Ford's site. I would only note that 1. The signatories to the Genpo petition
numbered 44; 2. The signatories to the Genpo petition did so collectively, under a
single set of observations and suggestions; 3. The singular letters on James Ford's
blog present some sincere and some seemingly sincere observations in what often
amounts to strikingly similar wording, but can not be imagined as having the same
collective impact or clarity as the Genpo petition; and 4. What happened to the 25
who signed the Genpo petition and yet are notable in their absence on Ford's blog?
February 16,2011 10:21 AM

Dharma One Eyed Willy said...
Uncle Fester seems to have his own "pattern” - defensiveness.
February 16,2011 10:43 AM

Dinkdonk said...
Someone should put the name people who signed
Genpo petition but not signed Shimano's petition.

[s there any pattern of relationship?
February 16,2011 12:27 PM
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offence vs defense said...
Dharma One Eyed Willy said...

"Uncle Fester seems to have his own "pattern” - defensiveness."

Well, you must not be one of his many disciples.
He is a Zen Master, so he has the right to break precepts and do as he pleases.
February 16,2011 12:32 PM

diction person said...
Presumed Guilty said...
"Just because it didn't get published on your bodacious blog?"

What a nice complement ( buti don't think it was meant to be )
bodacious meaning....

1.thorough, unmistakable
2.remarkable, outstanding
February 16,2011 12:38 PM

Christopher said...

The funniest thing about Nonin's post, though, is his position on calling people Zen
Masters. He makes it so painfully obvious that the only reason he wouldn't refer to
himself as one is out of an accepted Japanese rule of politeness. The fact that he
would surely use the term to refer to his esteemed AZTA colleague just confirms
this.

There's a passage in the book "Ambivalent Zen" where someone phones up the Soho
Zendo and Kyudo Roshi answers. The guy asks: "Are you a Zen Master?" and Kyudo
says "Yes, why?" or something like that. THAT'S a Zen Master, not somebody who is
still caught in some sticky web, trying to justify himself and his titles.

February 16,2011 12:39 PM

Mettle in head said...

The Zen teachers (collectively) were largely inutile in their response to the Shimano
situation, writing their letters 5 or 6 months after the most damaging revelations
came out about Shimano.

Their collective response to Genpo was immediate and has a sense of urgency that
was never present in their responses to the Shimano situation.
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It is clear the Zen teachers (collectively) learned something from the Shimano
situation, that it is pointless to profess to have a strong ethical perspective months
after the clear violations of precepts have been revealed.

Carol Spooner put it well. We should not confuse "equivocation” with "equanimity".
Some deeds simply have to be recognized for what they are. Buddhists should be
clear-eyed and not confuse a fear of being self-righteousness with ethical clarity. Let
us disapprove and condemn what needs to be condemned. Let us not be silent
"collaborators"” then pretend we were active "in the resistance"” all along.

Please support the Sangha Stepping Forth effort to help the healing process at ZSS.
February 16,2011 12:50 PM

genkaku said...
The guy asks: "Are you a Zen Master?" and Kyudo says "Yes, why?" or something like
that.

Chris --  needed a good laugh today and you provided it. Thanks.
February 16,2011 12:50 PM

up the middle said...
There's more to the genkaku vs. nonin exchange...
this one is great!

Nonin says....

"You've criticized Zen teachers for not speaking out; you've criticized Zen teachers
when they do speak out; you've criticized Zen teachers for the way they've spoken
out; you've criticized Zen teachers for not saying things that you've wanted them to
say when they've spoken out; you've criticized Zen teachers for the form in which
they've spoken out. There certainly is a pattern here."

genkaku comes right back with...

"You've defended Zen teachers for not speaking out; you've defended Zen teachers
when they do speak out; you've defended Zen teachers for the way they've spoken
out; you've defended Zen teachers for not saying things that you've wanted them to
say when they've spoken out; you've defended Zen teachers for the form in which
they've spoken out. There certainly is a pattern here.

[ guess we're both in a rut”
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at least one of them is not defending the phony Zen Masters and the many hundreds
of disciples .
February 16,2011 12:52 PM

No BigMind said...
Genkaku

The comment on Kyudo reminded me to mail you this link - Sochu, Kyodo and Eizan
-teaching in London(UK).

www.granitemountainzen.co.uk/line.html
February 16, 2011 2:16 PM

james said...

[ was just wondering how the "dharma heirs" of Maezumi Roshi have the balls to
point fingers at Shimano when they recieved their "tranmission" from someone who
it seems would match Shimano as a sexual predator any day. Am [ missing
something? Have they ever dealt with this issue in their own lives? I've read
statements by Jan Chozen Bays (one of his students who he victimized) and it seems
like she has never seriously dealt with it. I recently read Joan Halifax's rant on the
issue, and wondered why if she is so horified with Shimano, doesn't she then give up
her exhalted "Roshi" title given to her by Maezumi? [ would love to hear someone's
thought about this.

February 16, 2011 2:16 PM

blast from the past said...
From ZFI on Fri Aug 13, 2010

dennis60 wrote:

Hosho is correct in saying that Zen Buddhism has been given a reputation of
dubious character because of the mistakes made by Eido, and many other teachers
and roshis in leadership roles ( San Francisco Zen Center (SFZC) and the Kwan Um
School of Zen ). The acts have been committed and it has been all over the news in
America. It would be surprising that anyone who is interested in Zen practice is
unaware of this huge problem. As she says, "As uncomfortable a fact as it may be for
some, Eido and others who have made mistakes are examples of what Zen
Buddhism is today, and their actions effect what "Zen Buddhism" means today. You
can deny this and even advise others to never associate bad actions with Zen
Buddhism, but it will be an exercise in futility and delusion. Associations are not
formed in an entirely rational or conscious way."

This is the truth, and it can not be denied. It is what people remember about leaders,
just like Tiger Woods.
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dennis

Nonin replies:

dennis,

You said in reference to sexual misconduct by Zen Buddhist teachers:

"It would be surprising that anyone who is interested in Zen practice is unaware of
this huge problem."

It is not a "huge problem" to people who practice Zen Buddhism, but I can see how it
would be considered so by people on the outside who like to point fingers at the few
and say, "See, the whole system is corrupt.”

Those of us who are interested enough in Zen Buddhism to actually practice it and
teach it regard individual ethical transgressions as personal failures, by both Zen
teachers and Zen students, whatever the transgression may be. We are also
committed to helping heal both harmer and harmed in all situations so that they
both can be restored to active and productive roles in the Zen Buddhist community
rather than be shunned as either pariahs or trouble-makers by the self-righteous
and vindictive.

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
February 16, 2011 2:39 PM

Dennis said...
[ wonder what the future holds for American zen...

Catholic Church Can Blame Itself for Sex Scandals, Declining Confidence
By Bonnie Erbe
Posted: March 17, 2010

If someone set out to destroy the image of the Catholic Church hierarchy as god-like
and beyond reproach, that person could not possibly do a better job of destroying
that veneer than what is being done by church leaders themselves. Sex scandal after
sex scandal after pedophilia scandal has dogged the church leadership for the past
two decades or more, and the pope and his close advisers have yet to catch up with
how to handle a 21st-century public relations gaffe, much less trying to piece back
together the lives of so many people ruined by priests’ actions.
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First, there were the priest pedophilia incidents that came to light in the mid-1980s
and rocked the American church to the point where whole dioceses filed for
bankruptcy as lawsuits for sexual abuse skyrocketed.

Now similar cases seem to be appearing all over Europe, including Germany, where
the pope’s own brother is linked to a nasty and growing scandal. According to
Reuters:

The scandal there has personally drawn in Bavarian-born Pope Benedict, whose
brother ran for 30 years the prestigious Regensburg choir which has been linked to
cases of abuse.

The era of technology and instant global communication as well as more openness

in government and governance has made it almost impossible for large institutions
to hide corruption and scandal as they became used to doing in previous eras. This

is not new. And the Catholic Church is far from the only major religion to have been
jolted down to the foundation by similar allegations.

The question in my mind is why, after all the evidence of man-made corruption, do
the “faithful” continue to be so? Isn’t it obvious that organized religion is completely
man-made? Isn’t it obvious that men pervert the power that followers voluntarily
give over to them and use it to rape and pillage again and again?

The following comment, also in the Reuters article, emanated from no less than the
second-highest-ranking official of the church, Vatican Secretary of State Tarcisio
Bertone. Even he acknowledged that confidence in the church had declined:

“There has been a reduction in faith in all institutions including the Church,” said
Bertone, number two in the Vatican hierarchy, after meeting Italian business
leaders.

“The Church still enjoys great confidence on the part of the faithful, it is just that
someone is trying to undermine that,” he said, without referring directly to the
pedophilia scandal. “But the Church has special help, from above.”

Sorry, Mr. Bertone, but no one is trying to “undermine that” more than the priests
and church leaders who not only participated in these horrendous acts but
conspired to keep them silent for many years.

at...
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/erbe/2010/03 /17 /catholic-church-can-

blame-itself-for-sex-scandals-declining-confidence
February 16,2011 3:14 PM
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genkaku said...

No BigMind -- Thanks for the link. I think I had seen it before but was happy to see it
again. It always gives me a strange small jolt to click on the Wikipedia entry on
Kyudo and the first thing I see is a picture I took. Weird somehow.

February 16,2011 3:52 PM

Dennis said...

Try this again.... maybe it is not supposed to be on this thread, but to me it is very
relevant in that the sex scandals in the Catholic Church, and the priests protecting
priests, is very relevant to the harmful and escalating controversy in the zen
Buddhist MahaSangha.

Catholic Church Can Blame Itself for Sex Scandals, Declining Confidence
By Bonnie Erbe
Posted: March 17,2010

If someone set out to destroy the image of the Catholic Church hierarchy as god-like
and beyond reproach, that person could not possibly do a better job of destroying
that veneer than what is being done by church leaders themselves. Sex scandal after
sex scandal after pedophilia scandal has dogged the church leadership for the past
two decades or more, and the pope and his close advisers have yet to catch up with
how to handle a 21st-century public relations gaffe, much less trying to piece back
together the lives of so many people ruined by priests’ actions.

First, there were the priest pedophilia incidents that came to light in the mid-1980s
and rocked the American church to the point where whole dioceses filed for
bankruptcy as lawsuits for sexual abuse skyrocketed.

Now similar cases seem to be appearing all over Europe, including Germany, where
the pope’s own brother is linked to a nasty and growing scandal. According to
Reuters:

The scandal there has personally drawn in Bavarian-born Pope Benedict, whose
brother ran for 30 years the prestigious Regensburg choir which has been linked to
cases of abuse.

The era of technology and instant global communication as well as more openness

in government and governance has made it almost impossible for large institutions
to hide corruption and scandal as they became used to doing in previous eras. This

is not new. And the Catholic Church is far from the only major religion to have been
jolted down to the foundation by similar allegations.

The question in my mind is why, after all the evidence of man-made corruption, do
the “faithful” continue to be so? Isn’t it obvious that organized religion is completely
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man-made? Isn’t it obvious that men pervert the power that followers voluntarily
give over to them and use it to rape and pillage again and again?

The following comment, also in the Reuters article, emanated from no less than the
second-highest-ranking official of the church, Vatican Secretary of State Tarcisio
Bertone. Even he acknowledged that confidence in the church had declined:

“There has been a reduction in faith in all institutions including the Church,” said
Bertone, number two in the Vatican hierarchy, after meeting Italian business
leaders.

“The Church still enjoys great confidence on the part of the faithful, it is just that
someone is trying to undermine that,” he said, without referring directly to the
pedophilia scandal. “But the Church has special help, from above.”

Sorry, Mr. Bertone, but no one is trying to “undermine that” more than the priests
and church leaders who not only participated in these horrendous acts but
conspired to keep them silent for many years.

at

http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/erbe/2010/03/17 /catholic-church-can-
blame-itself-for-sex-scandals-declining-confidence
February 16, 2011 4:56 PM

genkaku said...
[ got email notification that this had been posted but then it didn't show up here
(maybe too long?) but I'm going to give it a whirl:

Dennis has left a new comment on your post "Eido Tai Shimano (continued)":

Try this again.... maybe it is not supposed to be on this thread, but to me it is very
relevant in that the sex scandals in the Catholic Church, and the priests protecting
priests, is very relevant to the harmful and escalating controversy in the zen
Buddhist MahaSangha.

Catholic Church Can Blame Itself for Sex Scandals, Declining Confidence
By Bonnie Erbe
Posted: March 17, 2010

If someone set out to destroy the image of the Catholic Church hierarchy as god-like
and beyond reproach, that person could not possibly do a better job of destroying
that veneer than what is being done by church leaders themselves. Sex scandal after
sex scandal after pedophilia scandal has dogged the church leadership for the past
two decades or more, and the pope and his close advisers have yet to catch up with
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how to handle a 21st-century public relations gaffe, much less trying to piece back
together the lives of so many people ruined by priests’ actions.

First, there were the priest pedophilia incidents that came to light in the mid-1980s
and rocked the American church to the point where whole dioceses filed for
bankruptcy as lawsuits for sexual abuse skyrocketed.

Now similar cases seem to be appearing all over Europe, including Germany, where
the pope’s own brother is linked to a nasty and growing scandal. According to
Reuters:

The scandal there has personally drawn in Bavarian-born Pope Benedict, whose
brother ran for 30 years the prestigious Regensburg choir which has been linked to
cases of abuse.

The era of technology and instant global communication as well as more openness

in government and governance has made it almost impossible for large institutions
to hide corruption and scandal as they became used to doing in previous eras. This

is not new. And the Catholic Church is far from the only major religion to have been
jolted down to the foundation by similar allegations.

The question in my mind is why, after all the evidence of man-made corruption, do
the “faithful” continue to be so? Isn’t it obvious that organized religion is completely
man-made? Isn’t it obvious that men pervert the power that followers voluntarily
give over to them and use it to rape and pillage again and again?

The following comment, also in the Reuters article, emanated from no less than the
second-highest-ranking official of the church, Vatican Secretary of State Tarcisio
Bertone. Even he acknowledged that confidence in the church had declined:

“There has been a reduction in faith in all institutions including the Church,” said
Bertone, number two in the Vatican hierarchy, after meeting Italian business
leaders.

“The Church still enjoys great confidence on the part of the faithful, it is just that
someone is trying to undermine that,” he said, without referring directly to the
pedophilia scandal. “But the Church has special help, from above.”

Sorry, Mr. Bertone, but no one is trying to “undermine that” more than the priests
and church leaders who not only participated in these horrendous acts but
conspired to keep them silent for many years.

at

http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/erbe/2010/03 /17 /catholic-church-can-
blame-itself-for-sex-scandals-declining-confidence
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Posted by Dennis to genkaku-again at February 16, 2011 4:56 PM
February 16,2011 5:16 PM

Across the Board said...
priests protecting priests

birds of a feather?

Catholic Church Can Blame Itself for Sex Scandals, Declining Confidence
By Bonnie Erbe
Posted: March 17,2010

If someone set out to destroy the image of the Catholic Church hierarchy as god-like
and beyond reproach, that person could not possibly do a better job of destroying
that veneer than what is being done by church leaders themselves. Sex scandal after
sex scandal after pedophilia scandal has dogged the church leadership for the past
two decades or more, and the pope and his close advisers have yet to catch up with
how to handle a 21st-century public relations gaffe, much less trying to piece back
together the lives of so many people ruined by priests’ actions.

First, there were the priest pedophilia incidents that came to light in the mid-1980s
and rocked the American church to the point where whole dioceses filed for
bankruptcy as lawsuits for sexual abuse skyrocketed.

Now similar cases seem to be appearing all over Europe, including Germany, where
the pope’s own brother is linked to a nasty and growing scandal. According to
Reuters:

The scandal there has personally drawn in Bavarian-born Pope Benedict, whose
brother ran for 30 years the prestigious Regensburg choir which has been linked to
cases of abuse.

The era of technology and instant global communication as well as more openness

in government and governance has made it almost impossible for large institutions
to hide corruption and scandal as they became used to doing in previous eras. This

is not new. And the Catholic Church is far from the only major religion to have been
jolted down to the foundation by similar allegations.
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The question in my mind is why, after all the evidence of man-made corruption, do
the “faithful” continue to be so? Isn’t it obvious that organized religion is completely
man-made? Isn’t it obvious that men pervert the power that followers voluntarily
give over to them and use it to rape and pillage again and again?

The following comment, also in the Reuters article, emanated from no less than the
second-highest-ranking official of the church, Vatican Secretary of State Tarcisio
Bertone. Even he acknowledged that confidence in the church had declined:

“There has been a reduction in faith in all institutions including the Church,” said
Bertone, number two in the Vatican hierarchy, after meeting Italian business
leaders.

“The Church still enjoys great confidence on the part of the faithful, it is just that
someone is trying to undermine that,” he said, without referring directly to the
pedophilia scandal. “But the Church has special help, from above.”

Sorry, Mr. Bertone, but no one is trying to “undermine that” more than the priests
and church leaders who not only participated in these horrendous acts but
conspired to keep them silent for many years.

at

http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/erbe/2010/03 /17 /catholic-church-can-
blame-itself-for-sex-scandals-declining-confidence
February 16,2011 5:20 PM

Dennis said...
Thanks for the cooperation!
February 16,2011 5:25 PM

Aris Tottle said...
On ZFI, Nonin to Genkaku:

[quote]

"I don't defend any Zen teacher's behavior when there's no defense for it. [ don't put
forth a blanket defense for all Zen teachers no matter what they do, nor do I have a
particular ax to grind against a particular form of wrongful conduct or a particular
personal grudge against any teacher. I also don't put forth blanket praise for all Zen
teachers.

"Take the opposite of the above and you have your views, and you also have some
basic differences between you and 1."
[end quote]
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Ergo, Nonin asserts that:

*Genkaku defends any Zen teacher's behavior when there's no defense for it.
*Genkaku puts put forth a blanket defense for all Zen teachers no matter what they
do and has a particular ax to grind against a particular form of wrongful conduct and
a particular personal grudge against at least one teacher.

*Genkaku puts forth blanket praise for all Zen teachers.

Conclusion:

Nonin is losing it.

February 16, 2011 6:35 PM

Saved at Last said...

This absolutely "religion", a lost soul, who finds Jesus.....

Nonin says...

"I am so grateful for the opportunity to study and practice with my master, Dainin
Katagiri, and, most importantly, to be his disciple. When I first met him, [ was a mess
-- un-happy, un-fullfilled, and going nowhere. He helped my turn my life around by
pointing me in the direction in which I needed to go,"

Now everybody sing.....

"I once was lost in sin, then Jesus took me in,
now a little light from heaven makes me shine..."

conversion....to zen. This is what the Masters teach?
February 16,2011 6:50 PM

Bewildered by Masters said...

This is a strange form of zen worship that is going on over there on ZFI. Maybe it is
part of the same coin, enough ignorance on one side and blissful appreciation for
your saviors on the other. Or they be smokin' some damn good shit!

this from Carol....

"Homage to my teachers! Homage to my Ballet Masters! Homage to the lineage of
Zen Masters from Shakyamuni Buddha to the present! Homage to all the unknown
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Zen Masters not recorded, the women and men who passed this great wisdom down
through the generations to us from time beyond beginning!

One Hundred and Eight Prostrations."

http://www.zenforuminternational.org/viewtopic.php?f=64&t=6087&start=60
February 16,2011 6:56 PM

CSSF said...

CSSF update. We are grateful for the support and encouragement from the Buddhist
community in response to the March 20th Sangha meeting. Tonight one of our
facilitators (NYZCCC) has unfortunately opted out of participating. Grace Schierson
will continue with us and we are in the process of finding another facilitator to work
with her. We feel that this is a very important event and much needed. We will
update you with further developments.

February 16,2011 11:49 PM

77?? said...
What does NYZCCC stand for?
February 17,2011 1:24 AM

NYZCCC said...
NEW YORK ZEN CENTER FOR CONTEMPLATIVE CARE

http://www.zencare.org/news/index.html
February 17,2011 2:18 AM

Punch and Judy said...
John Wayne said...

" Apparently. They just instruct you on how to sit on a zafu. They do not teach the
true meaning of zazen. Maybe if they did the Zen centers like DBZ and NYZ would
not be so embroiled in worldly melodrama. Shimano apparently never understood
zazen, and that is probably the same with his "Dharma heirs". Just think of all the
zen centers around the world who have no idea what zazen really means. So they
essentially are not teaching Buddhism."

February 13,2011 10:28 AM

from --- Yung, a student of Hui-neng

No tranquilization, No disturbance,



51

No sitting, No meditation ...

This is the Tathagata's Dhyana.

The five Skandhas are not realities;

The six object of sense are by nature empty.
[t is neither quiet nor illuminating;

[t is neither real nor empty;

It does not abide in the Middle Way;

[t is not-doing,

It is no-effect-producing;

Yet, functioning with the utmost freedom:
the Buddha-nature is all inclusive.

This seems quite clear as to what Zeb Buddhism "is"...:)
February 17,2011 7:40 AM

Kobutsu said...

A new file has been uploaded to the archive. Fourteen-hundred pages of the first
five-thousand entries in the genkaku-again blog in text, in a single, readable
(searchable) PDF file:

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20100210_Genkaku_Again.pdf
February 17,2011 10:46 AM

genkaku said...
Thank you.
February 17,2011 11:05 AM

gratitude said...

Kobutsu and Genkaku --

You have done a tremendous service to the mahasangha. [ would like to join the
many people who have expressed their thanks to you both.

February 17,2011 12:59 PM

genkaku said...
In Genpo's wake, I just received this in email:

PART I

Dear Kanzeon Zen Center Members and Friends,
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As you are no doubt aware, the situation at Kanzeon has been the subject of a great
deal of conversation on the internet and elsewhere, including an open “Letter of
Recommendation to Kanzeon Zen Center” from 44 American Zen Teachers, which
was sent to us directly by Kyogen Carlson of the Dharma Rain Zen Center and posted
two days ago on the Sweeping Zen website.

Attached is the Kanzeon Board’s response to that letter, which we are sending today
to Roshi Gerry Shishin Wick, President, of the White Plum Asanga, and to the
American Zen Teachers Association. We trust that they will post our letter on their
websites and pass it on to their members.

We would also like to remind you of the healing circle meeting tonight in the Zendo
at Kanzeon at 7:30. These meetings will not be broadcast or recorded. Once again,
we invite you to speak and listen from your heart, and even if you have not been
involved in the conversation until now, to join us and participate actively in the
healing and rebuilding of our sangha.

Sincerely,
The Kanzeon Board

kskkskk

To Members of the American Zen Teachers and White Plum Asanga:

As members of the Board of Kanzeon Zen Center, we have received many e-mails
and phone calls concerning the highly-publicized situation resulting from Genpo
Merzel’s admission of his transgressions and sexual misconduct. These
communications from Zen teachers in your organizations and others, not to mention
open letters and other postings on various social media and internet sites, are filled
with advice and recommendations, many of which are beyond the scope of our
responsibility as a Board. To the extent that they are motivated by a sincere concern
for the survival, healing and rebuilding of our sangha, we would like to share with
you an account of some of our efforts to date.

e Feb. 3rd: Shortly after returning from the international sangha meeting in Europe,
Genpo Merzel met with the sangha at the Zen Center in Salt Lake City in an open
meeting which was widely publicized in advance. He admitted his misconduct
(which had already been made public but wasn’t known by all attending),
apologized for his actions for which he bears the blame and responsibility, and
responded to the pain, anger, concerns, questions, and feelings of his wife, family
and sangha members.

¢ Feb. 6th: Genpo Merzel announced he is disrobing as a Soto Zen Buddhist priest,
resigning as a member of the White Plum Asanga, acknowledged his own dishonest,
hurtful behavior as well as his sexual misconduct, and said he has entered therapy
which will continue indefinitely. This statement was posted on his website on Feb.
7th — http://bigmind.org/Responsibility.html.
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e Feb. 8th: Kanzeon Zen Center announced that Richard Taido Christofferson Sensei
will be taking over the teaching functions, training, administration, day-to-day
operations, scheduling of all events, ceremonies, retreats, etc. as Vice Abbot and full
time resident teacher. Kanzeon and Big Mind (a separate corporate entity) will also
separate their websites, and Big Mind will continue as a separate secular practice,
not connected with the Soto Zen Buddhist School. This announcement is posted at
http://bigmind.org/Home.html.

 Feb. 10th: The first of a projected series of council meetings was held with
community members who wished to attend and express their feelings and their
views on attempts for future healing.

 Feb. 13th: Taido Sensei arrived in Salt Lake City to lead a town hall meeting to
which all local members were invited. He outlined his vision for the future of
Kanzeon under his leadership and responded to the concerns of the audience.

¢ Ongoing: The Board is formulating a Code of Ethics and Guidelines for Procedures

addressing issues of misconduct, abuse, and grievances within the sangha, based on
models already instituted by other groups. They will be adopted as soon as possible.
February 17,2011 4:22 PM

genkaku said...
PART II

Further, an e-mail sent to us yesterday by members of your organizations raised six
issues, to which we briefly respond as follows:

1. Teaching. Genpo Merzel is taking an indefinite leave of absence of at least a year
from Kanzeon. The Board has no authority over Big Mind, Inc.

2. Therapy. This is a matter for health care professionals working with Genpo to
determine. This is not within the expertise or purview of the Board.

3. Salt Lake Zen Center. The Board is making every effort to maintain the facilities
and keep the Center open for the community. This effort has been hampered by the
heated rhetoric coming from the Zen Teacher community, in particular those who
have reached out to members of our community to inflame reactions that are more
adversarial than cooperative.

4. Money Issues. The Board is supporting Taido Sensei's effort to maintain the flow
of revenue through memberships and programs. His teaching schedule for the next
two months will be posted shortly. We are a small Sangha, which has been
financially supported by Genpo's teaching for many years and more recently by his
teaching through Big Mind, Inc. He has offered to continue to support Kanzeon to
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the extent he can. Therefore, donations you wish to make to enable the Board to
implement item 6 below would be welcomed.

5. Public Statement of Apology. Genpo has apologized and his apology is posted at
http://bigmind.org/Responsibility.html. He continues to talk full responsibility for
the harm his actions have caused.

6. Outside expert assistance. Taido Sensei has been in contact with several Dharma
teachers in the White Plum Asanga, who have offered their support and willingness
to come to Kanzeon to share their skills as teachers, therapists, and leaders who
have experienced the problems of leading centers through similar crises. The Board
in consultation with Taido Sensei will develop a plan that will include consultation
with and participation of these and other Zen teachers. The Board has also been in
contact with organizations, which can provide experienced, objective, professional
assistance in guiding us to the creation of a healthier sangha with proper safeguards
and strategies to avoid any future misconduct and abuse.

As you might expect, these activities are occurring in an environment that is under
great stress. The Center’s very small staff which is implementing the changes we
have set in motion, is struggling to maintain the Center’s schedule and commitments
in financially constricted conditions, not to mention the strong daily practice which
all agree is vital especially now, while at the same time coping with a deluge of
phone calls and emails engendered by the ever-increasing volume of
recommendations and calls for action like yours. Long-time bonds of respect and
friendship among members of the sangha are being frayed and broken. People with
little or no connection to our sangha or Center have appeared at meetings designed
to promote healing only to offer their own inflammatory views on our situation. Our
Zendo has been vandalized, a beloved statue stolen from the altar.

Under these circumstances, we respectfully request that those people who sincerely
hope that we at Kanzeon survive and heal as a community, and create an
environment and adopt procedures that lessen the possibility of any future
misconduct or abuse, will extend us a little patience and allow us the time and
breathing space to restore the peace and harmony of the sangha and the strength
and sound practice of its members. Genpo Merzel has repeatedly reiterated his full
support for all of the actions taken by the Board and Sensei as outlined above.

Board of Trustees of Kanzeon, Inc.
Kanzeon Zen Center
1268 E. South Temple

Salt Lake City, UT 84102
February 17,2011 4:22 PM

Amateur accountant said...
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"[Genpo] continues to talk full responsibility for the harm his actions have caused.”

Aside from this Freudian slip, Kanzeon's communique' comes across as more
sincere & cogent than has the haphazard reaction of the ZSS to analogous
circumstances. Live and learn.

February 17,2011 5:18 PM

Architect said...
An Open Letter on Journalistic Integrity and the Shambhala Sun

From The Diamond Sangha

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20110217_DiamondSanha_SuambhalaSun.
pdf
February 17,2011 6:17 PM

No BigMind said...

"[Genpo] continues to talk full responsibility for the harm his actions have caused.”
Others (dharma heirs) have known and kept silent for many, many years.

Let them speak up as well.

Your silence appears to have been rather self-serving. Some of those who did - well
they have been labeled as "are not in good standing etc.."

By not speaking up or standing up to mr Merzel imo your reputation has become
rather shaky.

Mr Glassman you gave inka to Genpo Sensei in 1996 - would you say that you really
did not know what happened in Maine or Oregon?

In Zen circles news and gossip indeed travel very fast and is not always reliable.
However when people choose to ignore facts, something is very, very wrong.

Some disrobe, I'll disblog.
February 17,2011 7:00 PM

wondering said...

['ve been curious whether Roshi Joan Halifax would comment on the Genpo affair.
This becoming public shortly after her scathing letter re Shimano. She's Genpo's
dharma sister, and received funding for her Upaya Zen Center from the Lenz
Foundation where Genpo sits on the board.
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February 17,2011 10:05 PM

"investigate a moment such as this" said...

Re:
http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20110217_DiamondSanha_SuambhalaSun.
pdf

Sigh!

[ remember reading the article in the Sun and being a little surprised at the tone of
the comments by Tarrant so it's nice to see a clarification by Nelson Foster and the
Diamond Sangha.

In the zen community I was involved in Tarrant's history with his students was no
great secret. See www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20110110_Benezra_Malone.pdf

Extract:"l have currently been practicing at Pacific Zen Institute under the teacher
John Tarrant.

I recently learned that John, who was divorced within the last year or so, is having a
relationship with a female student who has come from out of state to PZI (in Santa
Rosa,

CA) for sesshins. John is planning to invite this student and her two children in to his
home. I understand that John also had a relationship, while he was still married,
with Joan Sutherland, who has since become one of his dharma heirs."

Though there were other rumors floating around re unethical conduct in his
professional life, the letter from Nelson Foster and the Diamond Sangha not only
fleshes out and confirms those stories, it appears that the sexual proclivities and
relaxed boundaries of his professional life as well as in his role as a zen teacher were
part of the reason for his acrimonious break with his teacher Aitken Roshi.

An interesting observation. (Maybe!)

One thing that always bothered me about the book 'Zen Master Who' by James Ford,
Roshi, a dharma successor of Mr. Tarrants is that in the book he felt free to publish
the various moral/alcohol/sexual troubles of various teachers, who didn't complete
training, who is in a relationship with who etc, yet included nothing about his own
teacher, John Tarrant, other than he regarded him as one of the most exciting and
innovative zen teachers around. In his blog he is also one of the more outspoken
about the excesses of other teachers. Can't help noticing a trend here. The majority
of the White Plum have refrained from speaking out about one of their own, Genpo.
ZSS, Roko and Genjo, (admittedly he did eventually) silent about Eido though they
feel free to add their names to the AZTA letter to Kanzeon Sangha and James Ford
silent about his teacher John Tarrant!

Go figure!
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February 17,2011 11:12 PM

We will survive said...

See, its all the sitting stimulates the sex chakra for which, when in the privacy of the
dokusan room, there is no defense and those weak-willed ones succumb too easily
to its beckoning:) Actually, this was a theory proposed to me by an ex-hooker who
once was a member of a zendo we practiced at.

How else to explain all these sex-obsessed zen teachers? Everyone knows, you never
kiss and tell until the affair is discovered..of course many continue the same pattern
even after the initial discovery, but some learn and wise up. This kind of behavior
will never change. Great, sure, go get some kind of rules in place, but there will
never be a 100% successful way to deal with a pretty face. But we all know
this..what now? Give up zen practice? And do what? Sit at home watch net-flicks, or
better still, read the blogs and compose long pieces everyday to what end? I rather
sit with other like-minded sitters, wear old chinese robes, burn incense bow, recite
sutras in a foreign language. I'm good with all of that, never bothered me and I
consider myself an average american joe. I love it, that zen has taken root in
american soil. This practice is priceless!! Everyday another day to earn a million
gold coins.

We will work through this, we are working this. Hooray--long live the transmission
of zen to america--thank you ancestors all!!
February 18,2011 12:01 AM

Overeating is bad for you said...
Nuts.

Getting on just keeps on getting on is closer to the truth.

Now Chayatt/Marinello have the time to offer Zen organizations (other than ZSS)
advice on how to deal with failure in an effective and timely manner?

It seems bizarre.
February 18, 2011 2:49 AM

What gives? said...
1. Teaching. Genpo Merzel is taking an indefinite leave of absence of at least a year
from Kanzeon.

At least a year?!? Are they kidding? Are they seriously so naive as to think that
Genpo will ever be in a position to teach Buddhism?
February 18,2011 3:18 AM
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TGIF said...
We will survive said...

"Give up zen practice? And do what? Sit at home watch net-flicks, or better still, read
the blogs and compose long pieces everyday to what end? I rather sit with other
like-minded sitters, wear old chinese robes, burn incense bow, recite sutras in a
foreign language. I'm good with all of that, never bothered me and I consider myself
an average american joe. [ love it, that zen has taken root in american soil. This
practice is priceless!!"

This is all facetious, right? :)
February 18, 2011 8:40 AM

no practice zen said...

No they probably really mean it. Kind of like going to "Disney World". Exit one's
boring reality, and enter into some exotic "other" world. Doesn't sound like zen
practice to me.

February 18, 2011 8:45 AM

Just say no to netflix said...

"Sit at home watch net-flicks"

Or just sit at home.
February 18, 2011 8:48 AM

Holy, Holy, Holy said...

[t just like celebrating Christmas. It is supposed to be honoring Jesus' birth. But what
does America do? Buy a Christmas tree, lights, Santa's, reindeer, gobs of presents,
Christmas songs, tons of food, and all the trimmings. [ am sure that it all is a very
deep spiritual experience. :) Now that's facetious!

February 18,2011 9:00 AM

Morning news said...

Theme song of the day. (sing in tune to Car 54, Where are you?):
A statue's been stole in Salt Lake

And DBZ lost a gong

Have you heard the lastest news

They say Roshi Joan wears a thong
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O not another scandal
Zen's gotta get a handle

Car 54, where are you?
February 18,2011 9:26 AM

Insatiably Curious said...
Does she wear a gold brocade thong?
February 18, 2011 9:42 AM

Not the finger the moon said...

"Give up zen practice? And do what? Sit at home watch net-flicks, or better still, read
the blogs and compose long pieces everyday to what end? I rather sit with other
like-minded sitters, wear old chinese robes, burn incense bow, recite sutras in a
foreign language. I'm good with all of that, never bothered me and I consider myself
an average american joe. [ love it, that zen has taken root in american soil. This
practice is priceless!!"

This is all facetious, right? :)

Dead serious!! You left off the most important line.--Another day, another chance to
earn a million gold coins.

And I enjoy eating, and sitting around the colorful lights of a christmas tree in deep
winter with family and friends, too.

[ don't think Jesus would mind much the sharing of food with friends and family on a
cold winter night. But maybe all that crass commercialism that goes along with it he
might have a thing or two to say.

February 18,2011 9:43 AM

genkaku said...
About the only worthwhile lesson (a lesson I can't claim to have learned) I have
found in the mistakes of others is this: Just don't YOU do that.

Praise, blame, teachers, temples, analysis, debate, psychology, religion, good, bad ...
just don't YOU do that.

Don't you do that and keep an eye on it. It's bound to change soon enough.
February 18,2011 10:02 AM
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Kobutsu said...
For people who are interested in obtaining a complete copy of the
www.shimanoarchive.com website on a DVD disk, please drop me a line...

kobutsu.malone@gmail.com

The DVD's come with a label, case, padded mailer with postage included. The disks
are available at cost ($5).
February 18,2011 1:39 PM

whatever works said...

At the rate information is accumulating, Kobutsu, you'd best plan on issuing multi-
volume set.

February 18,2011 1:58 PM

Kobutsu said...

These are 4.7 GB DVD's.... as it stands, the present archive takes up about 1/3rd of
the disk. So when the archive reaches three times its present size there will be a
second volume.

February 18,2011 2:04 PM

Fake credentials said...
Written today by Nonin concerning HIS and (all Zen Masters unbroken lineage of
Dharma Transmission) that connects them directly to the "Buddha".

quagmire! This should convince everyone who believes this non-sense to quit
believing it.

Part 1.

As I mentioned before in this thread, lineage is a living reality to those who are part
of one. I'd like to elaborate on that statement. Since this is a Zen Buddhist board, and
the forum in which the OP was posted is Zen Buddhism, I'll limit my comments to
the importance of lineage in Zen Buddhist history and in current practice and
training.

All Zen Buddhist lineages trace their ancestry to Shakayamuni Buddha, of course,
but the lineages that have come down to us today all stem from Bodhidharma. There
was one lineage that survived from Bodhidharma to Huineng, the 6th ancestor in
China. After Huineng, there were two lineages, each started by one of his
transmitted heirs. In subsequent generations, due to the proliferation of Zen
Buddhism in China, the two lineages after Huineng split and then split again, and
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today, Zen lineages are still splitting, for each dharma heir of each master
establishes a lineage that that is different from his or her transmitted dharma
brothers or sisters.

In ancient China after Huineng, the lineages that survived were begun by
particularly potent teachers, such as Dongshan (Jap. Tozan) and Linji (Jap. Rinzai).
The lineages stemming from these teachers have survived down to the present day;
my personal lineage goes back to Dongshan. There were three other main lineages
in post-Huineng China that existed for some time but then died out. The only two
that made it to Japan, Korea, and Vietnam were Rinzai and Soto (The root teachers
in Soto were Dongshan (Tozan) and Shushan (Sozan). Put their two Japanese names
together and you get Soto.

Dongchan, Linji, and the other teachers that began lineages in China were potent
teachers, and their different teaching styles mark the practices of the lineages that
stemmed from them. I'm not going to get into those differences here, except to say
that the differences between ancient lineages and also between modern versions of
their lineages are a matter of style, not of substance. That is still true today. Zen
Buddhist teachers of different lineage traditions, whether Japanese or otherwise,
find that when they interact with each other, they have more similarities than
differences in their core practices. The styles may be different, but the substance is
the same.

February 18, 2011 4:06 PM

Fake credentials said...
part 2.

Potent teachers have arisen in all lineages over time, such as Chinul in Korea and
Dogen and Hakuin in Japan, and they are still arising. Hsu Yun was a particularly
potent teacher in 20th century China; Thich Nhat Hanh is a potent teacher in
Vietnamese Zen, as were Soeng Sahn (Soen Sunim) in Korean Zen, and Shunryu
Suzuki in Japanese Soto Zen. There were and are, of course, many others.

My master was Dainin Katagiri. He transmitted to twelve of his disciples. In Japan, it
would be said that we all practiced in Katagiri-roshi's "family style." However, some
of us, not all, have transmitted our own disciples, and we have established our own
styles in which we and our disciples practice. Again, this is a matter of style rather
than substance. Some of our lineages will continue for some time, some will for a
while, some will die out quickly, depending on the potency of the teachers that
began them and the students that continue them.

If a person says that they either practice in or are a lineage holder in the Suzuki-
roshi lineage, the Katagiri-roshi lineage, the Kwan Um school started by Seong Sahn,
the Korean Chogye Order, Sanbo Kyodan, or any other, it means something to those
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who practice Zen Buddhism. There are also deep bonds between those who practice
in a particular school or lineage.

At our temple, we chant our lineage every day during morning service, and I've
found it to be the most important, moving, and meaningful part of the service and an
important part of my practice. Our lineage begins with Shakyamuni Buddha, goes
through Indian teachers such as Nagarjuna, Vasubandhu, and Bodhidharma, the first
Zen Buddhist ancestor. The lineage continues with Chinese masters, such as
Huineng, and our particular lineage begins with (Japanese pronunciations) Seigen
Gyoshi, and continues through Tendo Nyojo, Dogen's Chinese teacher. Eihei Dogen
begins the Japanese part of our lineage, and it continues through 28 teachers to
mine, Jikai Dainin (Katagiri).

When I chant the lineage, I feel a part of something very old, something very
powerful and complete. I also feel the human presence of those in our lineage. I've
read biographies of Nagarjuna and have studied his Mulamadhyamikakarika; I'm
familiar with the life of Vasubandhu and have studied his Abhidharmakosa. I've read
a biography of Huineng, and have studied his writings, and also Donghan's, Dogen's,
and many others. I'm also familiar with their life stories. When I chant the name of
Gesshu Soko, sometimes a picture arises in my mind of his calligraphy of the
character for "moon," a very famous piece. I'm very intimate with our tradition
when I chant the lineage, and I'm so grateful for these people who have passed the
teaching down to us over 2500 years.

Lineage is not only important to me but to most people who practice Zen Buddhism.
We are part of a family that stretches back all the way back to Shakyamuni Buddha.
It's a family that I've lived in and with for 32 years now, and I'll die as a member of
it.

Hands palm-to-palm,

nonin

February 18, 2011 4:08 PM

Now the TRUTH said...

Now this is from Stuart Lachs essay...

Means of Authorization: Establishing Hierarchy in Ch'an/Zen Buddhism in America
found at...

http://www.darkzen.com/Articles/meansofauthorization.htm

the whole essay should be in the "Shimano Archive"
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this is a section of that essay called "Zen Lineage"
part 1.

The third element of the conceptual triad of terms supporting institutional authority
is "Zen lineage." In Master Sheng-yen's introduction to a recent book, Subtle
Wisdom, he states that his purpose is to describe the background and development
of Ch'an for both new readers and for those with little or erroneous information. He
then informs us that," Since the time of the Buddha, masters have given
'transmission’ of their wisdom to their disciples when they demonstrated
experience and understanding of the Dharma, the teachings of the Buddha. As a
result of this form of recognition, lineages have developed..."[36] Clearly implied in
this is the idea that the Ch'an lineage goes back to the Buddha. Though he doesn't
say that it is an unbroken lineage, it is implied in the writing, as the Ch'an tradition
is still thriving and it is passed along from Master to disciple. What is carefully
omitted by the author who knows well otherwise, is that there is no such thing as an
unbroken Ch'an lineage going back to the Buddha and that the lineage that is upheld
is not based on deep spiritual attainment.

The notion that Ch'an/Zen is an unbroken lineage going back to the Buddha is
repeated in one Zen context after another. The above mentioning of the Zen
transmission/ lineage myth by Master Sheng-yen is only a recent repetition of the
myth that the Zen sect has propagated and repeated since the sects beginning in
China during the Tang dynasty. In the responses to my questionnaire, it was
repeated by at least three respondents who [ know are "transmitted" teachers of
American Zen groups.

The lineage paradigm, along with the idea of various "patriarchs" standing out
among a line's ancestors did not occur by chance. It is well known the Chinese
culture places great importance on ancestor worship and patriarchal genealogy.
Essentially, Ch'an replaced the birth family line central to the social structure of
traditional Chinese society with a "spiritual” family line descending from the
Buddha, i.e. Ch'an lineage. This is not to say that the lineage structure of Ch'an is
intrinsically Chinese or a creation exclusively of the Chinese imagination. The
Kashmiri Masters who established the foundation of the meditation tradition in
China brought "the nucleus of the transmission theory whereby the true teachings
of Buddhism are handed down from Sakyamuni Buddha through a succession of
patriarchs,” into China.[37] This convention fit in well with the existing Confucian
order, helping to facilitate the acceptance of what was in fact an alien religion. Alan
Cole has written:

Since the opening of the Dun Huang caves at the beginning of this century, we know
that Chan lineage texts in the mid-and late-Tang were quite at odds with one
another in their varied claims to own enlightenment--lineages harking back to
Bodhidharma looked quite different, depending on who was writing them. On the
whole, these lineage texts represent a new form of disputation which works as
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follows, 'l am right and you are wrong because I stand in a singularly perfect lineage
of truth and you don't." The structure of this polemic ought to be provocative simply
at face value. How did this happen to Buddhism? Why did it get locked into a
Confucian model of patrilineal inheritance...?"[38]

February 18, 2011 4:12 PM

Now the TRUTH said...
part 2.

As we have seen above though, Ch'an/Zen attempts to legitimate itself through the
idea of an unquestionable lineage and transmission going back to the mythologized
Shakyamuni Buddha. This myth is a humanly constructed form that is necessarily
open to human interpretation. By legitimation I mean socially objectified
"knowledge" that serves to explain the social order. Put differently, legitimations are
answers to any questions about the "why" of institutional arrangements. All
legitimation maintains socially defined reality. At times a given legitimation may
seem above question and the whole idea of human construction and interpretation
may be hidden or lost. But at other times, for whatever historical reasons, the
contingencies of human situations break through this covering and show how based
in human interpretation and understanding the seeming absoluteness of the
construction really is. Berger writes: "All socially constructed worlds are inherently
precarious. Supported by human activity, they are constantly threatened by the
human facts of self-interest and stupidity."[39]

Zen appears trapped by its own rhetoric into idealizing key terms such as
Master/roshi, Dharma transmission, and Zen lineage. It has divorced its own claims
to authenticity from the sutras or any other canonical texts and based its
legitimation on lineage. Inherent to this model is the corollary idea of Dharma
transmission from enlightened Master to enlightened Master going all the way back
to the Buddha. The Buddha represents ontologically, the nature of the universe as
well as the epitome of human attainment. It is as necessary today to maintain the
myth of unbroken lineage based on mind-to-mind transmission, as it was necessary
for the Sung dynasty monks who created the myth and fought to have it accepted as
historical fact. Otherwise, there is no way to maintain Ch'an's claim to represent the
mind of the Buddha. It then becomes important to stress the ancestral connections,
through mind-to-mind transmission, whether real or fabricated. The level of praise
and sanctity attained in the human realm by the Ch'an patriarchs and succeeding
teachers is a matter of concern to the living members of the Ch'an lineage, i.e. the
living Masters and roshis. It is the prestige of the mythological lineage that affords
the living teachers their privileged position in the Buddhist monastic tradition and
the Buddhist world at large.[40]

February 18, 2011 4:15 PM

Now the TRUTH said...
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part 3.

Though the three terms Master/roshi, Dharma transmission, and Ch'an/Zen lineage
may be looked at separately, in terms of authority in Zen, they are intertwined and
almost function as a unit. This convention of transmission within a lineage requires
that that which is transmitted be totally and authentically the mind of the Buddha.
Importantly, there can be no partial transmission. Hence one is a Master or one is
not a Master. There is no intermediate or equivocal state; no one is recognized as
being " kind of a Master" or " almost a Master." If one is a Master, then one has
perfectly realized the mind of the Buddha, and thus functions from the perspective
of the absolute, a viewpoint beyond the understanding of the ordinary sentient
being. In this sense, the Master stands in for the sacred, the mysterious living
manifestation of true nature, Buddha Mind. Berger states the more general case
thus, "Religion legitimates so effectively because it relates the precarious reality
constructions of empirical society with ultimate reality. The tenuous realities of the
social world are grounded in the sacred realissimum, that is, by locating them within
a sacred and cosmic frame of reference, which by definition is beyond the
contingencies of human meanings and human activity. The historical constructions
of human activity are viewed from a vantage point that, in its own self-definition,
transcends both history and man."[41]

Hence, according to the rhetoric of Zen, every act of the Master is a manifestation of
the living truth of Zen, every activity is a teaching if only the student can grasp it.
Anything that seems wrong or problematic or contradictory is due to the student's
lack of insight into the absolute, or the Buddha Mind, from which all the Master's
insights and actions arise. This model leads necessarily to an idealization of the
Master/roshi. As the embodiment of the Buddha's enlightened Mind, the Master is
totally beyond all our comprehension and hence exempt from our understanding
and all judgments. It is no wonder that much of the behavior one sees around
American Zen Centers might appear cultish to the uninitiated.

February 18, 2011 4:16 PM

genkaku said...

Without poking anyone in the eye, [ have always wondered why a lineage that
reached "all the way back to Shakyamuni Buddha" was considered sufficient ... not
to mention authentic. Isn't that lineage a bit truncated? And if so, who benefits from
that truncation?

[ don't mind being told tales as a means of energizing my efforts, so if it's a
benevolent fib, [ can get down with that. But as something writ in stone ... well, how
could that help but be counterproductive?

[ honestly don't understand this and would be grateful for some explanation. I
would ask Nonin, but he has a tendency to delete posts that don't appeal to him.
February 18, 2011 4:42 PM
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clyde said...
As I commented to genkaku elsewhere on his blog ( http://genkaku-
again.blogspot.com/2011/02/little-buddhist-nacht-musik.html ):

For me, whether the lineage is broken or bullshit is not significant, because if you
and I and others follow the Buddha’s Dharma, we are part of the ‘unbroken’ lineage.
February 18, 2011 4:54 PM

genkaku said...

Clyde -- No disrespect, seriously, but how is following "the Buddha's Dharma"
different from "a lineage that reaches all the way back to Shakyamuni Buddha?" As |
say, as a benevolent fib, I can get down with it and be encouraged to practice ... if not
entirely sure of a factual meaning.

After the fact, I can imagine being tentatively content with using such terminology
as "Buddha's Dharma" or "a lineage that reaches all the way back to Shakyamuni
Buddha." But before establishing the fact, both strike me as a pleasant (or
sometimes authoritarian) wishful thinking.

February 18, 2011 5:13 PM

Knockin' Nonin in the Noggin said...

Nonin said to Genkaku, on ZFI:

"Take the opposite of the above and you have your views, and you also have some
basic differences between you and 1."

Laughing out loud! In Junior High School we used to say (and thought that we were
SO clever):

"I'm rubber, you're glue. Whatever you say, bounces off me and sticks to you."
AND

"I know what you are but what am I."
February 18, 2011 5:24 PM

zen preists and their lies said...

The point is that these priests and teachers lie. The are making up a story and telling
their students that it is true. They in fact have Dharma transmission through a intact
lineage dating all the way back to the "Buddha". This is almost equivalent to saying
they are "God's son". We know what happened to that fellow. But what ramifications
are there for these people to tell such a hobble lie to students who are looking for
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their own "salvation". It is a cult. Or the worse ponci scheme ever devised. Anyone
caught doing this should be DUNKED. :)
February 18, 2011 5:33 PM

zen preists and their lies said...
zen preists and their lies said...
"hobble lie"

oops....should read horrible lie.
February 18,2011 5:35 PM

No wonder said...
Isn't this fabrication a basic outright breaking of a precept to tell the truth?
February 18,2011 5:40 PM

genkaku said...
Zen priests ... said: The point is that these priests and teachers lie.

This may be so, but we -- whether Buddhist or not -- are still stuck having to winkle
out the truth. And not just some I-know-so-much-better truth, but a truth that
settles our lives, makes us happy.

[ always liked the story of Gautama extending a closed fist to a weeping child and
pretending there was gold inside his fist. The child stopped crying. Gautama opened
his fist. I'd call that a pretty good lie.

It's sometimes a little more subtle than "liar! liar! pants on fire!"
February 18, 2011 5:45 PM

clyde said...
genkaku;

And [ sometimes fail to see what is before me, so I apologize for asking, but would
you restate your point.

As I (mis?)understand your post, it seems to me that your stating that you see the
Buddha'’s teachings as “a benevolent fib” as if the suttas are not factual and whose
meaning is unknowable, so unfollowable. And I don’t think you mean this. Or do
you?

February 18, 2011 5:48 PM
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UB said...

This is what I be talkin about sense i started posting here, in spite of the true
believers and witch hunters. The whole zen institution is a house of cards. An
illusion. It is false teaching. It is a huge reason these priests sexual abuse their
students. They believe their own myth of power and greatness. I thought Buddhism
helped rid us of delusion, but all these priests are doing is adding a tremendous
amount of delusion to themselves and their students with their contrived myths and
rituals.

February 18, 2011 5:48 PM

Train harder said...

"Hence one is a Master or one is not a Master. There is no intermediate or equivocal
state; no one is recognized as being " kind of a Master" or " almost a Master." If one
is a Master, then one has perfectly realized the mind of the Buddha, and thus
functions from the perspective of the absolute, a viewpoint beyond the
understanding of the ordinary sentient being. In this sense, the Master stands in for
the sacred,...."

This kind of dribble is so tiring. (get that into the archive) . You dark zen types are
such a bore. Why preoccupy yourselves with zen at all? Go your own way. Enroll in
classes at your local university to study buddhist phenomenology; write papers and
talk to your blue in the face and let us zennies do our thing. Now the Truth? What a
laugh.

Nonin for president of Buddhist America!

February 18,2011 5:52 PM

zen preists and their lies said...
genkaku said...

"It's sometimes a little more subtle than "liar! liar! pants on fire!"

Oh come on now! These lies and fabrications that the priests are making to their
students have HUGE ramifications. They actually strip the student of knowing their
own mind. Now how is that "even in the ball-park” with living our lives in a cloud of
uncertainty?

February 18,2011 5:58 PM

genkaku said...
Clyde said: ... it seems to me that your stating that you see the Buddha’s teachings as
“a benevolent fib” as if the suttas are not factual and whose meaning is unknowable,
so unfollowable.
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Clyde -- I like suttas and sutras about as well as the next fellow. I'll leave it to others
whether they are "factual” or not. But their instruction is recommended by some
and followed by others, sometimes with good results.

But if [ did not know how to ride a bike and if a friend gave me a book about how to
ride a bike and if I followed the instructions and eventually learned how to ride a
bike, I don't think [ would any longer put much stock in the book itself. Helpful? Yes.
Kindly? Yes. Instructive? Yes. But as authentic as bike riding? I doubt it. So, in one
sense, gently stated, yes -- it's all a benevolent fib.

But maybe I need another instruction manual. :)
February 18,2011 6:06 PM

zen preists and their lies said...
Train harder said...

"This kind of dribble is so tiring. (get that into the archive) . You dark zen types are
such a bore. Why preoccupy yourselves with zen at all? Go your own way. Enroll in
classes at your local university to study buddhist phenomenology; write papers and
talk to your blue in the face and let us zennies do our thing. Now the Truth? What a
laugh.

Nonin for president of Buddhist America!

It is soooo tiring to YOU, who obviously would rather be rocked to sleep than live
your own life. You just don't get it. It is fabrication, myth, not real, can you
understand? We are trying to get to the bottom of how this abuse in Zen centers
keep occurring. You ever hear of Sexual harassment in the work place? Bosses "do
it" to their employees? any clues yet mister ostrich.

February 18, 2011 6:09 PM

clyde said...

Genkaku - Yes, there are many books and ways to learn how to ride a bike and once
riding, we no longer need the books or the helpful parent who explained how and
ran beside us. Perhaps we thank them, but probably not as we ride away in our new
found freedom. Maybe later, we come to appreciate their help, even if we did it ‘all
by ourselves’. Buddhism isn’t the only way. It's the way for some and not for others.
There’s room in this vast world for each of us to find our way, as long as we do no
harm :)

February 18, 2011 6:18 PM

Now the TRUTH said...
Train harder said...
"You dark zen types are such a bore."
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The essay "Means of Authorization: Establishing Hierarchy in Ch'an/Zen Buddhism
in America" by Stuart Lachs

appears on many other web sites. For example...
http://www.engaged-zen.org/PDFarchive/Means_of_Authorization_Lachs.pdf
You have something against "engaged-zen too?

Mr. Ostrich is right!
February 18,2011 6:21 PM

Now the TRUTH said...

clyde said...

"There’s room in this vast world for each of us to find our way, as long as we do no
harm :)"

Then why would you defend priests who are misleading their students and putting
themselves on mountains ( not pedestals ), can't you see the harm in this?
February 18, 2011 6:25 PM

clyde said...
[ don’t recall defending any priest.
February 18,2011 6:28 PM

Grown Ups said...

You know like learning to ride a bike when we are young, an analogy to this myth
making is the Santa Claus myth. It is a great myth, and I hope every child believes it.
But after your 10 years old if you believe it you are weird and mis-informed. So the
same goes with the zen myth of unbroken lineage and Dharma transmission. When
we first start practicing Buddhism it might be a necessary myth, but after awhile we
can go on knowing that it is just a myth, a story, and it is fabricated. To go on
believing it is ignorance of the truth. Eventually we must face the truth that lies at
the heart of our own mind, not believe in fanciful myths that we believed as
children.

February 18, 2011 6:38 PM

Now the TRUTH said...

clyde said...

"For me, whether the lineage is broken or bullshit is not significant, because if you
and I and others follow the Buddha’s Dharma, we are part of the ‘unbroken’ lineage."
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That what Nonin was saying. Sounds like a defense to me.
February 18, 2011 6:40 PM

clyde said...
My words, my opinion.
February 18, 2011 6:45 PM

clyde said...
There was a [shrug] after that:

My words, my opinion. [shrug]

and now a :)
February 18, 2011 6:47 PM

Million to One said...

98% of zen practitioners believe all the myths....zazen means "sitting", their
teachers "know more than they do about the Dharma", you need to be in a physical
Sangha group "to keep yourself on track”, you need the zen paraphernalia "zafus,
robes, bowls, incense" etc to be authentically practicing zen, your teacher has true
"lineage transmission and is an authentic teacher with the appropriate credentials"”.
What does any of this have to do with "being a lamp unto yourself"?

February 18, 2011 6:47 PM

Now the TRUTH said...

clyde said...

"My words, my opinion. [shrug]"
more like [smug] :)

February 18, 2011 6:49 PM

clyde said...
Sorry, it was not intended that way.
February 18, 2011 6:59 PM

genkaku said...
What does any of this have to do with "being a lamp unto yourself"?
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If you know that 98% of zen practitioners believe all the myths, you clearly know a
lot.

Will you give us some idea of your way of being a lamp unto yourself and whether it
falls into the same myth-lined trap or not?
February 18,2011 7:18 PM

We will survive said...

"Grown Ups said...

You know like learning to ride a bike when we are young, an analogy to this myth
making is the Santa Claus myth. It is a great myth, and I hope every child believes it.
But after your 10 years old if you believe it you are weird and mis-informed. So the
same goes with the zen myth of unbroken lineage and Dharma transmission. When
we first start practicing Buddhism it might be a necessary myth, but after awhile we
can go on knowing that it is just a myth, a ..."

A fine explanation. Extrapolate from this line of thinking the newly arrived (last 45
years or so) active transmission of zen from Japan as that first decade of life for a
child who absolutely believes the magical myth of a Santa Claus. It was new to us,
this foreign religion with its fierce discipline and its priests in robes who spoke of
enlightenment and self-realization. But we have grown up, and if you practice
seriously you realize YOU are the lineage-holder in line to receive the ancestral
transmission and teaching. You see with there eyes, lock eye-brows with the
teachers of old. Inevitably from this flows gratitude, even to these flawed
figureheads who, corrupted as some have become, in the least, they brought forth an
idea, gave it shape and yes, a form, so that we could take up the Way. I'm very
grateful to all teachers who have I have worked with and who themselves have
committed to bringing forth this practice so that others can choose to follow, or not.
Another chance to earn a million gold coins.

February 18,2011 10:37 PM

Christopher said...

Does anyone else have the sinking feeling that that's all we're ever going to hear (at
least without a court order) about the Shimano scandal from ZSS or its new abbott?
February 19, 2011 4:26 AM

Million to One said...
genkaku said...

" If you know that 98% of zen practitioners believe all the myths, you clearly know a
lot.
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Will you give us some idea of your way of being a lamp unto yourself and whether it
falls into the same myth-lined trap or not?
February 18,2011 7:18 PM "

Well, this thread is not about me, or what I know. It IS about corruption in the
hierarchy in the zen institution of DBZ NYZ, SFZC, and many other institutional zen
centers. Specifically about Eido Shimano. Who is another priest who claims direct
lineage transmission that goes all the way back to the "Buddha”. When visiting these
zen centers it is not hard to tell that 98% of the practitioners have come to believe in
the fabrications of these priests and follow there example in ALL the rituals. The
emphasis is on being a good Buddhist, and to do this one must do as the priest says
and does. It's a no brainer, so it doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure out it is a
cult.

Even the message of the "Buddha" is very simple and concise. It is up to each
individual to work out their own salvation and be a lamp unto them self. If this is too
bewildering to people and they need a teacher to guide them for awhile, so be it. But
continued reliance on being taught cripples the humans progress in growing into a
full human being. I have no intention of teaching anyone on this thread, i am only
attempting to warn them of the dangers involved in following deceptive priests and
teachers who almost always make a living at being tour guides of Buddhism. That IS
what this thread is about. Stay with it.

February 19, 2011 5:32 AM

Grown Ups said...

We will survive said...

"It was new to us, this foreign religion with its fierce discipline and its priests in
robes who spoke of enlightenment and self-realization. But we have grown up, and
if you practice seriously you realize YOU are the lineage-holder in line to receive the
ancestral transmission and teaching."

The Buddha nature is within every human being. If one has a spiritual friend to
remind them of this, great. If they come to this understanding on there own, great.
Gratitude to the guide is appropriate, but most guides do not really care about that.
They are more interested in others becoming the full human being they are capable
of. Professional priests and teachers are not usually concerned with this. They are
more concerned with keeping their job, and keeping the students dependent on
them and the rituals they prescribe. If they didn't they would be out of a job and
have to find real work and probably live a lot worse off ( materially ) than they do as
a priest.

If one is after gold coins/merit it is a big mistake. It is not Buddhism but selfish
egotistical gain. Knowing ones own true nature is all that you receive when you
follow the way of the "Buddha". Anything less or more is fabrication.

February 19, 2011 5:43 AM
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Bonnie said...
Christopher said...

"Does anyone else have the sinking feeling that that's all we're ever going to hear (at
least without a court order) about the Shimano scandal from ZSS or its new abbott?"

Yes, business as usual.
February 19, 2011 6:27 AM
genkaku said...

Christopher said...

"Does anyone else have the sinking feeling that that's all we're ever going to hear (at
least without a court order) about the Shimano scandal from ZSS or its new abbott?"

Like "being in love," outrage runs out of steam.
February 19, 2011 7:30 AM

zen preists and their lies said...

In the case of Eido and Genpo being considered Dharma heirs and zen masters, it is
true that they both started out believing in a fabrication, or lie. They were supported
by many people in this con game. Both students and fellow zen masters and teachers
supported their self-aggrandizing illusion/delusion. When anyone starts with a lie,
they just keep digging their hole of deception deeper and deeper. Finally they are
unable to be authentic, and fall back on ritual and reliable persuasion.

If this is true for Eido and Genpo, then what is going to prevent others who start
with the lie of being like the "Buddha"” through lineage and Dharma transmission,
from mis-leading students, or at worse abusing them?

The same is true for Nonin over on ZFI. No other point of view is tolerated, because
he is a zen master descended directly from the "Buddha". Which puts him/them far
above us groveling human beings. But he/they start with totally unethical premise,
and then continue to build a mythic world of fabrication and deceit. Digging their
unethical zen world into a den of inequity. They themselves describe a master as
one who has mastered the ethical precepts. But they have, with their first step,
broken the precepts. The whole system is broken. No matter what they teach, it is
chicanery. They are "snake oil" salesman. Please be warned not to fall under their
tutelage or for that matter any zen master or teacher. If you need a guide to help you
learn to meditate, find a spiritual friend who has only your best interest in mind, and
can devote themselves to your well-being. The shot gun approach is lacking in true
compassion. It is a total distortion of the way of the "Buddha".

February 19, 2011 7:42 AM
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genkaku said...
Yup ... and some of the greatest dictators once manned the revolutionary barricades.
February 19, 2011 8:23 AM

truth and consequences said...

Or some of the greatest revolutionaries "spoke truth to power", so we no longer had
to cater to the rule of dictators.

February 19, 2011 8:39 AM

Architect said...

Perhaps it might be worthwhile to take a look at Uchiyama Gudo (|l f&E8), the
Soto Zen Buddhist priest and anarcho-socialist activist executed in the High Treason
Incident. He was one of few Buddhist leaders who spoke out against the Meiji
government in its imperialist projects. Gudo was an outspoken advocate for
redistributive land reform, overturning the Meiji emperor system, encouraging
conscripts to desert en masse and advancing democratic rights for all. He criticized
Zen leaders who claimed that low social position was justified by karma and who
sold abbotships to the highest bidder.

February 19, 2011 9:48 AM

whatever works said...
Beautiful!! That is compassion and that guy was a Buddhist.
February 19, 2011 9:52 AM

genkaku said...
More from Wikipedia:

"In 1993, the Soto Zen sect restored Gudo's status as a priest citing that "when
viewed by today's standards of respect for human rights, Uchiyama Gudo's writings
contain elements that should be regarded as farsighted" and that "the sect's actions
strongly aligned the sect with an establishment dominated by the emperor system.
They were not designed to protect the unique Buddhist character of the sect's
priests”

February 19,2011 9:56 AM

whatever works said...

So the revolutionary reformers always get cast out, leaving the uninspired,
uncompassionate dregs who cater to myth and revel in hierarchy rather than human
rights and selfless action.

February 19,2011 10:04 AM
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AwokAf g said...

It was Shimano's attempt to cast out Kobutsu that led to his downfall. It seems
Shimano made a grave error heh...

February 19,2011 10:17 AM

Why Not Ask? said...
"Does anyone else have the sinking feeling that that's all we're ever going to hear (at
least without a court order) about the Shimano scandal from ZSS or its new abbott?"

What specifically do you want to hear? What do you feel is owed to you to hear?
What have you directly asked (the ZSS Board) to tell you?
February 19, 2011 12:04 PM

Relay the Answers, or Lack Thereof, Please, Thank You. said...

"The Zen Studies Society Ethics Committee can be reached at
zssethicscom@gmail.com. The ZSS Board can be reached at zssboard@gmail.com."”
February 19,2011 12:07 PM

Christopher said...
"What specifically do you want to hear? What do you feel is owed to you to hear?
What have you directly asked (the ZSS Board) to tell you?"

Dear friend,

It's funny that you should ask this of me, of all people, since I did in fact write the
board a long public letter back in September (it's in the archives), and have been
more or less dogging them via various internet postings ever since. And, since we're
on the subject, I have also separately emailed a former board member, and once
even went so far as to accept Genjo Marinello's offer of communicating "in private"
about the issue. All to no avail.

But that aside, re. what I "feel I am owed to hear": without going into specifics, I'll
just say that the recent forthright and professional disclosures by the board at the
Kanzeon Zen Centre is a good example of how a feeling of transparency can be
achieved in such situations. And that's just vis-a-vis the general public like me, let
alone the dozens - if not hundreds - of disgruntled, abused and/or hurt former ZSS
students, who I'm sure would give anything for even the blandest of (sincere)
apologies by the board or the new abbess.

[ note, by the way, that at least one victims group (CSSF) has given up waiting for the
board altogether, and have finally taken the matter of starting to heal decades of
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abuse into their own hands. That doesn't exactly reflect positively on the board's
relationship with its constituency.
February 19, 2011 1:33 PM

genkaku said...

Christopher wrote: "...the recent forthright and professional disclosures by the
board at the Kanzeon Zen Centre is a good example of how a feeling of transparency
can be achieved in such situations."

Besides all the other cogent remarks, this is particularly cogent. Making some
attempt to meet circumstances head-on is ... well ... a breath of fresh air by
comparison.

ZSS has been dogged and badgered in a hundred ways and, for whatever reasons, it
has resulted in a transparency that is veiled at best and totally obscured otherwise.
February 19, 2011 1:55 PM

Spike said...
Dear Christopher,

Sincerely thanks for your communication efforts. Your results exactly parallel mine,
except that [ have found dealing with Genjo useful and worthwhile in terms of my
own expectations. Neither Soun or Roko have acknowledged my letters containing
questions and/or suggestions. Chris P. responded "good idea!" to a suggestion to put
Roko teishos on the ZSS website (but this was probably alreay planned, anyway).

[ still believe my efforts, unexhausted, are worth it. The Board deserves to be
pressed on behalf of its Sangha. At some point, [ will reconsider, probably after new
by-laws are finalized. My main sticking point: Abbot/Abbess should be a direct
report to the board, not a member of it.

P.S. I think Sangha Stepping Forth has real potential and have asked to be on their
mailing list (as a long-distance ZSS Sangha member).
February 19, 2011 2:09 PM

Comic relief said...

An excerpt from the first article in the current ZSS newsletter (winter/spring 2010):
"Rinzai Roku: Anroku (Record of Pilgrimages)

Chapter 10:", by Eido Shimano Roshi

"Nowadays, the sangha at DBZ is sort of
“well-behaved” compared to old days.
But I'm keenly aware that each one of
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you carries a big bag containing rebellious
seeds. Every single day you are

standing at a forked point: to be rebellious,
or to be obedient.”

Let's examine this paragraph one sentence at a time.

"Nowadays, the sangha at DBZ is sort of
“well-behaved” compared to old days."

What a disappointment for the Roshi. Word must’ve gotten out.

"But I'm keenly aware that each one of
you carries a big bag containing rebellious
seeds."

The Roshi's own "big bag of seeds" has established him as the seminal figure in the
parturition of the first litter of American Rinzai dharma pups. If only we knew who
the mother was....

“Every single day you are
standing at a forked point: to be rebellious,
or to be obedient."

Along with dwelling in the absolute, Roshi has obviously mastered non-duality.
Being a Zen Master, he is only saying this to foster our awareness of our own
regrettable split-mindedness. Hmmm...rebelliously leave the zendo or obediently
perform sexual and financial favors for the Roshi? Decisions, decisions...must
remember loving kindness...don'’t criticize...exercise compassion...no self, no
other...don’t wait too long. And if I do leave the zendo and sangha, however will I
practice? Where will [ go? What will [ do? Okay, Roshi, I'm ready now....
February 19, 2011 2:15 PM

Metal Head said...

In the tradition of a Sean Hannity, Kobrutus, the Humble Architect, has attached two
unrelated paragraphs to advertise the Paul Schireson Sweeping Zen article of
2/14/11 that he has added to his archive, making the second paragraph seem as if it
is an uninterrupted, and related, continuation to follow immediately after the first. It
isn't, and shouldn't. The second paragraph should at least have included the
following excerpt, also from the Schireson letter:

"I saw some of this in my own early experience of residential practice with a
spiritual teacher. The teacher, not connected to the Zen tradition, was a brilliant
man who had many profoud things to say to the community and to each of us
individually ..."
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Without it, one is led to believe that Schireson was writing about Eido Roshi, and not
his own teacher, in the second paragraph.

ER's shit can stink all on its own. It doesn't need anyone's embellishment.
February 19, 2011 2:44 PM

whatever works said...
Metal Head:

The use of end quotes after the first paragraph indicates that the quotations are
separate.
February 19, 2011 2:59 PM

Woody said...
Yes, everyone will think that.
February 19, 2011 4:38 PM

big deal said...
Notwithstanding, the shoe fits perfectly.
February 19, 2011 5:05 PM

Comic relief said...
"the shoe fits perfectly. "

Not unlike this choice morsel from Roko in the current ZSS newsletter, p 11:

[quote]

What did Hyakujo do? He exposed himself,
saying, “It's a wild duck.”

[end quote]

February 19, 2011 5:12 PM

Buy ER an orgasmatron said...
Yes, as Schireson would have intended.
February 19, 2011 5:16 PM

Alternatives? said...
Here is a post I found about a monastery without certified teachers...might be an
alternative to creating more zen centers....



part 1

There was a guy who lived about 2489 or so years ago, who did an
interesting and remarkable thing with his life. He invented psychology
and a "way" that differed from the Brahaminists and their religion around
him. He came from a family in the northern part of India (Nepal). Legend
has it that he came from a 'royal'family and was a prince. So this guy
called Gottama, well these days was what we would call a white bread
boy, Certainly he wasn't from the hood. Daddy was rich and with the
sangha, ran the place. But the kid, over-protected as he was, wanted to
amount to something spiritually, and do something besides ruling over
everyone in the area. There are all sorts of legends about the man who
was to become the buddha, but then there are lots of whispers and stuff
about Michael Jordon. Who knows how many of them are true, except
for Michael. And so tales were told about the buddha's origin, none of
which have anything to do with his achievement, that of mastering his
own mind in a new creative way, still unmatched (mostly) in the world
today.

So, he sneaked out of this father's palace and went off to find

god, or himself, or the universe, and began to practice in the ways of
the saddhu's around him. It was fairly common for men (in what was to
become the hindu culture) after they had raised their families and had a
son to take over the household, to leave their possessions, go the
jungle, with a sheet wrapped around them and they lived by begging for
their food. Buddha was just starting the process a little early, but

since he had a son, it was fairly typical...no big deal.(although his son
was still an infant.)

Wow, try living like that in America today. Not only would you probably
starve to death, you would even get hassled in many places for begging
and not meeting America's standard of the work ethic.( And get arrested
for child abandonment)

And he didn't get anywhere. He tried starving himself and doing all
sorts of weird stuff. Stuff the bramhin priests told him and stuff the
Jaine saddhu's were doing, and none of it did anything for him.(except
make him very thin and he almost starved to death) So he invented

his own way through his meditation and practices of his own devising.
And in the process, dropped the god-idea and the soul-idea. Really a new
view. And he said, everything you know is or can discover, is
determined by how your mind works and how it is constructed. Stop
fooling around with other stuff and start investigating mind stuff. And
he taught people who gathered around him for the next xxx years. Then
he died at the age of 60 or so. Some say from a meal of suckling pig,
which poisoned him, and there are lots of stories about that subject too.



Too many to quarrel about anyway.But he did say some interesting things
about how if you chose this path, you had to go upstream, against the

tide of common thought.

You have to find your own way. And he taught that we should not accept
anyone else's word for a truth, but should investigate it for itself.

Wow, if he could see how Buddhism is practiced today. With all of it's
versions, and truths and entanglements.

February 19, 2011 5:45 PM

Alternatives? said...
part 2

So today, we have all these suttras written in Pali and Chinese and
stuff, and scholars argue endlessly about what they mean. [ mean it is
fairly obvious from the writing, that a lot of different folks had a
hand in writing this stuff and we can only infer what it means. But we
can practice what he taught.

We can stop mentation and still the mind and eventually if we are doing
it correctly, we come to understandings and can reach nirvana (although
there are myriads of quarrels about that too).

Now the philosophy of pragmatism was invented in America, and some of
that philosophy sounds very much like what the buddha said and taught.
But what the buddha said and taught was not only a new philosophy

for it's time, but it was also the invention of psychology. He said it

wasn't so important to know why something was true about the mind, but to
simply stop doing stuff that made us neurotic and ill, i.e. that

caused suffering in our lives. He said," stop mentation". No checking to

see what you think about things.

Or to check constantly "how you feel" about something. Just still the
mind of all that nonsense. Think when you need to think, but stop
making a bad habit of it. No stopping to see how you feel about this or
that. Still the mind and it will change the way you see reality in a

major way. The world won't change, but the way you look at things will.
And the buddha taught that the secret to this changed view, besides
stilling the mind, was to rid oneself of the "illusionary self." See the
"SELF" for what it is, and go on with your life.

Stop putting concepts between you and reality, like a soul, or a god, or
gods. See it the way it is. (raw sensation) And be careful to stay open
and free. And stop believing in ideas and things. In fact, some think

he told us to give up believing anything. And develop your mind by
meditation. (A form of discipline) And don't check to see often what you
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have stored in the closets of your mind, dump the closets that you don't
know are there. Those categories that govern your behavior without your
being aware of it. True then, true now.

And be truthful with yourself and others, it's easier to live a truthful

life cause you don't have the burden of remembering the lies you have
told.

This idea was 'against the stream' in those days, and it remains 'against
the stream' today. No one lives like that, except some buddhists. It

is such a startling idea that the Brahaminists who came after the buddha
co-opted his ideas and inculcated them back into Brahaminism.(The hindus
are very inclusive in their religions.) They asorb everyone's idea and
make it all part of Hinduism. Not a bad idea for religionists,( but

it is questionable whether what the buddha did has anything to do with
religion.) And the reasorbtion of buddhism back into Vedanta, turns
buddhism back into what the buddha rebelled against in the first place.
The Hindu's are still doing this...claiming the buddha to be one of the
pantheon of indian gods.(a Khrisna incarnation, as it were) The buddha
fought against Brahaminist ideas in his time...he would turn over in his
grave if he knew how his message has been largely corrupted today by
Brahaminists, some of whom call themselves buddhists.

We think some of the buddhists found today have been corrupted in major
ways. Now we don't claim to be pure and the rest impure. Such
speculation is meaningless. But be very careful what you accept as having
come from the buddha. The Buddha said everyone has to do the work
himself, don't take our word for any of this, Search it out for yourself.
February 19, 2011 5:47 PM

Alternatives? said...
part 3

We are not reinventing buddhism, we are merely doing as the buddha did,
doing it ourselves. We are thankful for the lineages and past buddhas for
preserving the buddhas' words for us. Thanks guys. We will take the
words and leave out the all the other stuff.

We are truely indebted to the ancient Ch'an practitioners of old northern
China. If we were to homage to anyone, it would be to the ideas expressed
in the story of Layman Pang.

So in this small monastery (inspired by

gotama) with rotten-falling-down buildings and a small creek running
through it and bordered by high hills on one side and a rural highway on

the other. It's peopled by folk, who like the buddha guide themselves in
practices and meditation in a way perhaps like the buddha( or as close as
we can get, depending on our understanding of the dharma he taught. Do we
care that we are not 'certified' buddhists? Not really?
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Are we real buddhists as opposed to REAL buddhists? Who cares?
We are more interested in stopping mentation than names and
certification.

We don't want to convert you, or take your money, or absorb your sons and
daughters into a 'cult’. We will answer some questions once.

Tourists are not welcome. Drop-in's are left standing at the gate. Phones
are answered infrequently. E-mail is answered fairly often.

At this small monastery, we think the message that the buddha left is that
you can do it too. If you meditate and practice and read all the books

and ignore them and practice and practice, you too can find freedom, you
can unlearn the social,familial, cultural and religious conditioning and
discover your own way to nirvana. The dharma will unfold from within.
And if it doesn't, you ain't doing it, i.e. stilling the mind. So we

don't have any resident teachers or gurus, we have spiritual friends who
will make a contract with you to assist you in your search. Actually all
that really means is that the monk who contracts with you, will make sure
hat while you are fighting your invented demons, you don't wander onto
the highway or fall into the creek and forget to wade out of it.

We call our selves Buddhists, or Pod people, or whatever and those who
live on the grounds take vows of poverty and obedience to the community.
We have a tuliary abbot, but he is asleep and it is best to conduct

your business in a way so as to not awaken him. Our cat is a tulku.

We work to understand the imaginary self and thus we find the illusion of
"we" spaces equally confusing. One of our monks, a few years ago, told a
newcomer to the place the most memorable thing we have ever heard
said about the place. Bro. Mark, affectionately called the dead monk,
said,"It is not easy to simplify your life, although at first it would

seem so."

Currently the media and fashion are all agog over Buddhism, as recent
movies have made it fashionable. People tend to think of buddhism as
something from the east, but it has been a part of the American Scene
since the 1800's. Though most American buddhists tend to be fairly
invisible in their community.

February 19, 2011 5:49 PM

Alternatives? said...

part 4

An Announcement:

The leader of Tibetian buddhists is the head of state. He is probably a

nice man, but he in no ways speaks for even a small portion of the
buddhists in the world. And the situation is that he is the leader of the



exiled government of Tibet. Mixing politics and spiritually is probably

not a very workable idea for most of us.

Buddha was a prince, and he chose to leave that environment and become a
saddhu. We question the value of having a buddhist pope, but that is the
situation and choice of the Tibetan people. We hope it was their choice

and not the holdover of a feudal system in which only the titled and
wealthy chose.

However it came about, it is not our choice.

And then we come to the argument, is buddhism a religion as practiced by
some, or is it a "way"as practiced by others or is it best seen as a
psychology. We don't know or care, and people of all persuasion are
welcome, as long as you don't push your views into others lives. After
all, if coping with the illusionary self is an aim, having strong opinions
would seem to be boxing one's self in rather tightly.

But we recognize that it is necessary to check periodically to insure that
we are walking the walk, and talking the talk, without falling back into
he habit of mentation. And that we are not espousing views that would
cause the buddha to denounce us, were he living today.

A lot of our how we try to live is expressed in the concepts of the
Ch'an/Chan of old north China. Their records indicate to us that most
buddhism as far as we are concerned is mostly about waking and stilling
the mind.

The way we work:

One of the monks living here, might contract to help you teach yourself,
meditation, skillful means, humor,insight, how to seek self wisdom, cook,
garden, play guitar or to run a computer, etc. There is never a fee for

any of our assistance, for we have learned that the exchange of material
goods merely lends itself to unnecessary complications when it comes to
spiritual understandings. If you ask any of us the most important thing in
each of our lives, it would be practice, practice,practice. (And stop
mentating) If you don't know what we mean by practice, it is time for a
long search within and begin the practice of insight into the illusionary
self.

Our first question is always, to see if you can still the mind. That

should always be the first goal of your practice, if your are silly

enough to listen to us. One of our monks has spent many years of research
on dreams and inquires of each monk in the morning, "Did you dream?"
Another has researched astrology and all of it's spiritual
ramifications.(And discarded quite a lot of this, but it is a body of
knowledge that goes back 3000 years.( A lot of junk, but some good stuff
too.)

Monk is a generic term and does not refer to male or female in this place.
February 19,2011 5:51 PM
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Alternatives? said...
part5

We give annual lectures at the local high school and at the local

catholic school about buddhism.

You don't even have to be a buddhist to live here.

Traditionally monasteries in old china and other countries had people of
other persuasions living in them. They enjoyed the stimulation that this
custom provided.

We live by contract in this community. Mad monks and
native-american-backwards people are welcome here. That means we

are tolerant, not slack. You would be expected to help provide an income
for the monastery and work around the place. This place is not
glamourous, but it is kept free from neurosis, romantic ideals, passions,
and preaching. Escapees from life need not apply. Seekers are welcome.
We stay as invisible as possible.

The Monastery is supported by the monks cleaning house as a team. They go
most mornings to all sorts of homes and clean. All monies collected go to
the monastery community, and each monk is given a small stipend each week.
e earn enough to feed ourselves and keep the wolf from the door, but we
never seem to get enough to remodel the old buildings on the grounds into
livable quarters for more monks.

The monastery is located on 28.8 acres of creek bottom and surrounding
hills. The creek floods periodically and we are awash for a while, but the
sky's clear and once again life goes on placidly. Our hope is to

eventually put small one -person huts in the surrounding hills to allow
retreats for folks who need such.

These would be for time spent pretty much alone except for an

evening meal for some.

February 19, 2011 5:52 PM

Aspirant said...
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['ll only visit on the condition that someone there prods my breasts with a zen stick.

February 19, 2011 6:13 PM

Big Difference said...
Christopher wrote: "...the recent forthright and professional disclosures by the

board at the Kanzeon Zen Centre is a good example of how a feeling of transparency

can be achieved in such situations."
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Genkaku wrote: "Besides all the other cogent remarks, this is particularly cogent.
Making some attempt to meet circumstances head-on is ... well ... a breath of fresh
air by comparison.

ZSS has been dogged and badgered in a hundred ways and, for whatever reasons, it
has resulted in a transparency that is veiled at best and totally obscured otherwise."

One BIG difference is that Kanzeon Zen Center has the cooperation and support of a
remorseful Genpo. ZSS does not have the cooperation and support of a remorseful
Shimano.

That is a BIG difference.
February 19, 2011 7:14 PM

Jean said...
But you won't be sending your daughter to study with him now that it's all cleaned

up....
February 19, 2011 8:14 PM

We will get by said...

"If one is after gold coins/merit it is a big mistake. It is not Buddhism but selfish
egotistical gain. Knowing ones own true nature is all that you receive when you
follow the way of the "Buddha". Anything less or more is fabrication.""

"a million gold coins" equates to wisdom, not gold stars next to your name in big
daddy's book of good and evil.
February 19, 2011 8:23 PM

genkaku said...
Posted at Sweeping Zen:
PART I

To Whom it may Concern,

[ am the eldest daughter of Maezumi Roshi and I am writing in regards to the
situation involving Genpo Merzel Roshi and Kyozen sensei, former vice abbot at
Kanzeon Zen Center in Salt Lake City.

First of all, it has been brought to my attention that the woman spearheading the
aggressive involvement of the American Zen Teachers Association and the White
Plum Sangha is Jan Chozen Bays.
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This woman and Genpo were both students of my father and I remember them both
well from my childhood at ZCLA.

It may or may not have been brought to your attention that Chozen had affairs with
both my father and Genpo in the 70’s and 80’s.

This was not the only affair that each of these people had, but the only relevant one
in regards for this letter.

The fact is, her 5 year long affair with my father, from 1978 through Dec of 1983,
was what caused the separation of my parents and was the reason my mother left
the Zen Center of Los Angeles with my brother and I in 1983.

She was pregnant with my little sister.

My mother felt especially betrayed by Chozen.

She says she hurt her most.

She was our pediatrician; my mother trusted her with her children and opened up to
her on a personal level.

They were friends.
She was also my father’s doctor, my mother’s doctor, Genpo’s doctor and his wife
Hobai. It made no difference to her that she was married and my father was married

with 2 small children.

[ was only 4 when we left the final time, but [ remember the despair and confusion I
felt at our family being torn apart.

We went to live with my grandmother, and she never forgave my father and I have
spent many years deprogramming myself from the utter distrust of men that took

root in this formative time of my life.

[ remember my mother often crying and could feel her sense of abandonment,
betrayal and loneliness.

At ZCLA there was uproar and a strong contingent that wanted my father out of the
position as abbot, and another wanted him to stay.

After much ado, the vote was cast, and by the thin margin of one vote, he stayed on
as Abbot and Roshi at ZCLA.

[ think the validity of that decision speaks for itself.
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It has taken me the last 7 years of intensive meditation and therapy to make any
sense of the toll that “Zen” took on our family, and I realized that my suffering was
caused by my expectation of him as a father.

He wasn'’t perfect, not by a long shot, but that did not need to limit me in my life the
capacity for forgiveness and understanding.

He was not a good father, or a good husband to my mother, but he was an
outstanding teacher with a love for the dharma and a vision of liberation that took
precedence in all he did.

As an adult, in my travels and own seeking, [ hear testimonials to his awakened
Buddha nature and hear and see the proof of it in the difference it has made for so
many other gifted beings to step into their place as teachers and facilitators of peace
and consciousness.

February 19, 2011 8:44 PM

genkaku said...
Posted at Sweeping Zen
Part II

It is a lineage spanning continents and decades and I am very proud of him. It is the
best consolation I can have; seeing and hearing his students teach. Now I see history
repeating itself.

Yes. Of course what Genpo Roshi did was wrong and caused a great deal of hurt and
pain to his wife Stephanie, his children and the sangha.

Does this mean as punishment he should be cast out and not allowed to teach or be
recognized as a senior Zen successor?

To do this is throwing the baby out with the bath water.

Genpo Roshi is a wonderful teacher and humanitarian, and I feel that his
contributions to Zen in America and the raising of consciousness now and in the
future are of great importance to continue on my father’s work and his own
personal vision as an American teacher of Zen.

[ think to deny what he can offer in the evolution of Zen in America would be a
travesty. And for me at this point in my life, [ wish not to focus on the aspects that
cause separation and discord, but the larger picture and really accepting and
transcending the fact that we are fallible.

That we are human.
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That we exist in wheels with in wheels of karma that I don’t understand, but that the
ultimate lesson seems to be forgiveness.

My intention behind this letter is to express that in my experience there is a
mysterious way that meditation, therapy and Zen Wisdom make sense of the
dichotomies that cannot be explained by the mind, but felt with the heart.

If I can forgive Jan Bays for making a my childhood a sordid, rootless existence and
shattering my sense of a father figure and family, I think the same compassion can
be applied here.

Please consider an appropriate atonement.

[ have no quarrel with the fact that what he did was deceitful and devastatingly
hurtful to many, and but to disregard this teacher from the great lineage of Zen in
North America is a mistake.

[ also feel that a decision like this, based in puritanical righteousness is not Zen.
There is no compassion or understanding in a verdict like this and the punishment
exceeds the crime, as well as depriving the community of a valuable, gifted teacher.
Personally I think this is between him and his wife. And him and his sangha.

[ think they need to decide what needs to be done, but I understand this casts a
shadow on our whole community and many other concerns need to be brought into
consideration.

[ also would like to add that all motivations for writing this and feelings that are
expressed here are my own, but that [ have the full support of my mother and sister.
As my father’s life mission was seeing Zen in America flourish, you can understand
my concern.

[ thank you for your time and consideration and for all that you are doing to
perpetuate the light of this dharma torch we are passing on from generation to
generation.

In Gassho,

Kirsten Mitsuyo Maezumi
February 19, 2011 8:45 PM

Jim said...

[ am very impressed by this woman's love of dharma, not to speak of the love for her
father and the forgiveness she expresses for deep hurt she and her mother had to
live through.
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a very inspiring read in these trouble times. a classy broad, as old-timers might say.
a step up from the rabble.

or as mr blake put it down:

forgiveness of each vice
these are the Gates to Paradise

she is obviously there.
February 20,2011 12:15 AM

This helps said...
About Maezumi, from Wikipedia:

"Through it all he was very forthcoming in admitting his mistakes and made no
attempts at justifying his behaviors."
February 20,2011 12:19 AM

Christopher said...

"One BIG difference is that Kanzeon Zen Center has the cooperation and support of a
remorseful Genpo. ZSS does not have the cooperation and support of a remorseful
Shimano."

Agreed. However, since Shimano hasn't actually had anything to say at the ZSS (at
least not officially) for like eight months now, I suspect that the bigger difference lies
elsewhere.

February 20,2011 7:47 AM

genkaku said...

Big Difference wrote: "One BIG difference is that Kanzeon Zen Center has the
cooperation and support of a remorseful Genpo. ZSS does not have the cooperation
and support of a remorseful Shimano.

That is a BIG difference."”

Yes, it is a difference. But does that difference account for or excuse the ZSS board
from taking a firm and transparent stand?
February 20,2011 7:48 AM

Make it Real said...
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This heartfelt letter from Genpo's daughter shows that she loves her father in spite
of his shortcomings. It seems that many such sentiments have been expressed by
daughters and sons of the powerful men and women who have fallen from grace.
What is so unique about this letter, compared to the multitudes of defenses given by
family members to their devastated family members? It is just par for the course. |
feel much compassion for her and the other family and friends that are close to
Genpo, BUT

it does not mean that he should continue to teach or lead other people with his big
business ( Big Mind ). He is a bad apple and he spoiled the apple cart, and like
Shimano should go, for good. Sorry for the cut in income, and that fame and fortune
will be lost, but that is the way it goes. What goes up, must come down. I can think of
countless examples of stars falling from the sky, and the pleas that they, their family
,and close friends make for them, but they are still fallen from grace. Learn to live
with it.

If you put yourself on a pedestal to be looked up to and worshiped, the likelihood of
falling off the wall ( like Humpty Dumpty ) is likely. This whole Shimano, Genpo,
high priest identity reeks of pride and the total lack of humility. Well if people were
truly interested in Buddhism they would let these people learn the hard life lesson
of humility, and serving others and getting nothing in return.

February 20, 2011 9:43 AM

Make it Real said...
[ meant Maezumi's daughter rather than Genpo....not a whole lot of difference to me.
February 20,2011 10:03 AM

Been There... said...

Much to contemplate in Maezumi's daughter's thoughtful missive. Gotta say, though,
in terms of "forgiveness" it seems to me she's accomplished this by mainly blaming
The Other Woman. She says rebuking words about her father's behavior, sure, but
the rage is all directed at Jan Chozen Bays, who is evidently "ruining” her dad again.
February 20,2011 10:10 AM

The Titanic of the new century said...

When are these confessions of the leaders of Zen going to cease? It is like a plague of
termites finally coming out of the woodwork. Will there be no end?

February 20,2011 10:12 AM

apples and oranges? said...

Maybe someone can enumerate what they see as the big differences between the
Maezumi, Genpo and Shimano. Which of them, if any, did more good than harm, and
how do you know? Should students be advised to simply steer clear of any teacher
with a history of affairs, or is that "puritanical righteousness"? And if a student is
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mistreated sexually, are they to take Kirsten Maezumi's lead and blame themselves
for having unrealistic expectations? Why are teachers promoting self-discipline and
precepts if they routinely and repeatedly demonstrate the inability to follow them?
If ethics have nothing to do with Zen, let's just all admit that and stop
misrepresenting it.

February 20,2011 10:16 AM

Real Zazen said...

From the website "The Still Place of Zazen"

Dharma encounter with John Daido Loori, Roshi

Teacher: Of course. Zazen is walking or dancing or crying or laughing. Zazen is a way
of using your mind and living your life. You can do zazen waiting in the bus station
or sitting in a doctor’s office. Zazen is also walking to the doctor’s office, talking to
the doctor. Zazen is our life.

Student: Zen practice is designed to break habits and free us from conditioning, but
in doing zazen, aren’t we creating a new habit? Sitting in the morning, sitting in the
evening — I thought we didn’t want to develop habitual patterns.

Teacher: True, true. Definitely don’t chase after sounds, definitely don’t follow after
form. When the bell rings, why do you put on your rakusu and sit zazen?

Student: It’s a habit.
Teacher: You should get rid of that habit.
Student: Then [ won’t do it anymore.

Teacher: If you're doing zazen out of habit, you're not doing zazen in the first place.
If you're perpetuating a habit, you're not practicing.

Student: If I haven’t experienced that kind of practice, I just have to believe what
you're saying. Why should I believe it?

Teacher: You shouldn’t believe it.

Student: So how can I ever get to experience it?
Teacher: By doing it.

Student: How can I do it without setting up a habit?

Teacher: It’s not a habit.



93

Student: It is. Sitting in the morning...

Teacher: If you're practicing it as a habit, then you’re not practicing. I'm asking you
to practice it without making it a habit. Just do it. s drinking water a habit? Is
sleeping a habit? Is breathing a habit? Arguing is a habit.

Student: I would die if I didn’t breathe, but I would not die if I didn'’t sit zazen.
Teacher: You wouldn’t die if you didn’t sit zazen?

Student: No.

Teacher: Don’t sit zazen, and don'’t die.

Student: But that’s not the solution.

Teacher: The solution is to sit zazen and die.

Student: But that’s still something that you're telling me, and I have to believe it to
do it.

Teacher: Please, don’t believe it, and I'm not telling you to do anything. You do what
you want. | have nothing to tell you. You don’t want to sit, don’t sit. You want to sit,
sit. But whatever you decide to do, don’t wobble.

Student: Okay. Thank you for your answer.

Teacher: May your life go well.
February 20,2011 10:58 AM

Real Zazen said...
ohh the website is at

http://www.mro.org/mr/archive/18-4/articles/stillpt.htm
February 20,2011 10:59 AM

Better Safe than Sorry said...
from wikipedia....

Loori founded Dharma Communications as a way to communicate the dharma of the
Mountains and Rivers Order. Dharma Communications publishes a Buddhist
quarterly titled the Mountain Record, various audio-visual materials, and has also
published several books by Daido Loori.[2] According to Charles S. Prebish, Dharma
Communications is "one of the most efficient and successful publishers of Buddhist



materials on the continent, and a place where practitioners can learn how to
cultivate both mindfulness and compassion in front of a computer."[6]

At least this would be a safe way to practice Buddhism! :)
February 20,2011 11:10 AM

REDdirt said...

Jan Chozen Bays signed the group of eight letter addressed to ZSS concerning Eido
Shimano.

February 20,2011 3:51 PM

clyde said...

Here is a short (less than 2 minute) video by Thich Nhat Hanh on the Buddha and
the living Dharma: http: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkO0JnVOFynU .
February 20,2011 7:53 PM

... said...

Broken lines broken strings
Broken threads broken springs
Broken idols broken heads
People sleeping in broken beds
Ain't no use jiving

Ain't no use joking

Everything is broken.

Broken bottles broken plates

Broken switches broken gates

Broken dishes broken parts

Streets are filled with broken hearts
Broken words never meant to be spoken
Everything is broken.

Seem like every time you stop and turn around
Something else just hit the ground

Broken cutters broken saws

Broken buckles broken laws

Broken bodies broken bones

Broken voices on broken phones

Take a deep breath feel like you're chokin'
Everything is broken.

Everytime you leave and go off someplace
Things fall to pieces in my face
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Broken hands on broken ploughs
Broken treaties broken vows
Broken pipes broken tools
People bending broken rules
Hound dog howling bullfrog croaking
Everything is broken.

February 20,2011 9:07 PM

Bob said...

Broken lines broken strings
Broken threads broken springs
Broken idols broken heads
People sleeping in broken beds
Ain't no use jiving

Ain't no use joking

Everything is broken.

Broken bottles broken plates

Broken switches broken gates

Broken dishes broken parts

Streets are filled with broken hearts
Broken words never meant to be spoken
Everything is broken.

Seem like every time you stop and turn around
Something else just hit the ground

Broken cutters broken saws

Broken buckles broken laws

Broken bodies broken bones

Broken voices on broken phones

Take a deep breath feel like you're chokin'
Everything is broken.

Everytime you leave and go off someplace
Things fall to pieces in my face

Broken hands on broken ploughs

Broken treaties broken vows

Broken pipes broken tools

People bending broken rules

Hound dog howling bullfrog croaking
Everything is broken.

February 20,2011 9:10 PM

Amanda Reckonwith said...

From Tricycle Magazine - blog - from the editor, James Shaheen:
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Sex in the Sangha: Apparently, we still haven't had enough
Posted by James Shaheen on 20 Feb 2011
Part 1

The sex scandals that have rocked the Zen communities in recent

weeks are pretty depressing. First it was Eido Shimano, whose exposure

on the internet was followed up by a New York Times report. Zen teacher John
Tarrant is now under fire

for writing an obit of the late Aitken Roshi. Aitken had disowned

Tarrant for what Aitken considered Tarrant's sexual indiscretions with
students, and also criticized Tarrant's teaching style and conduct as a
therapist. So Tarrant didn't win any points with Aitken's Diamond Sangha

for what they considered a veiled attack on their teacher. Now, Genpo

Merzel, among the dharma heirs of Maezumi Roshi, has publicly apologized for
breaking his marriage vows by having sex with students.

None of this is new. People have talked of Eido Shimano's behavior for
years. Once, as my predecessor prepared to publish accusations against
Shimano, his accusers withdrew their names and the story never saw the
light of day. Another, non-Buddhist publication made the same decision
about the story for the same reasons. Discussions of Tarrant's alleged
relationships with students are old news, too, and Genpo Merzel has had
like trouble in the past.

It's easy enough to judge others' actions. Plenty of times we have seen the damaging
results of the

sexual, financial, and other professional indiscretions that have torn
dharma communities apart. Usually, following revelations that rival our
political sex scandals, the pile-on begins, and perhaps it is well

deserved. But a whole new dimension is added when the teachers' sexual
partners have been called out for their part in creating the very

suffering they condemn. One of the 44 signatories to the American Zen
Teachers Association's open letter to Kanzeon Zen Center regarding his
unacceptable behavior was Jan

Chozen Bays, abbot of the Dharma Rain Center, in Portland, Oregon, who
was given inka by Genpo Merzel. In a letter posted at Sweeping Zen today,
Maezumi's daughter Kirsten Mitsuyo

Maezumi writes of the damage and pain her father and Bays brought to her
family by having a secret affair. Both Maezumi and Bays were
married—and not to each other—and both had small children at the time.
Bays, a pediatrician, was the Maezumis' family doctor, confidante to
Maezumi's wife, and doctor to Genpo Merzel, according to Kirsten
Maezumi.

February 20,2011 11:45 PM
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Amanda Reckonwith said...
please delete previous unformatted post genkaku. Thanks! here it is in a more
readable manner!

From Tricycle Magazine - blog - from the editor, James Shaheen:
Sex in the Sangha: Apparently, we still haven't had enough
Posted by James Shaheen on 20 Feb 2011

Part 1

The sex scandals that have rocked the Zen communities in recent weeks are pretty
depressing. First it was Eido Shimano, whose exposure on the internet was followed
up by a New York Times report. Zen teacher John Tarrant is now under fire for
writing an obit of the late Aitken Roshi. Aitken had disowned Tarrant for what
Aitken considered Tarrant's sexual indiscretions with students, and also criticized
Tarrant's teaching style and conduct as a therapist. So Tarrant didn't win any points
with Aitken's Diamond Sangha for what they considered a veiled attack on their
teacher. Now, Genpo Merzel, among the dharma heirs of Maezumi Roshi, has
publicly apologized for breaking his marriage vows by having sex with students.

None of this is new. People have talked of Eido Shimano's behavior for years. Once,
as my predecessor prepared to publish accusations against Shimano, his accusers
withdrew their names and the story never saw the light of day. Another, non-
Buddhist publication made the same decision about the story for the same reasons.
Discussions of Tarrant's alleged relationships with students are old news, too, and
Genpo Merzel has had like trouble in the past.

It's easy enough to judge others' actions. Plenty of times we have seen the damaging
results of the sexual, financial, and other professional indiscretions that have torn
dharma communities apart. Usually, following revelations that rival our political sex
scandals, the pile-on begins, and perhaps it is well deserved. But a whole new
dimension is added when the teachers' sexual partners have been called out for
their part in creating the very suffering they condemn. One of the 44 signatories to
the American Zen Teachers Association's open letter to Kanzeon Zen Center
regarding his unacceptable behavior was Jan Chozen Bays, abbot of the Dharma
Rain Center, in Portland, Oregon, who was given inka by Genpo Merzel. In a letter
posted at Sweeping Zen today, Maezumi's daughter Kirsten Mitsuyo Maezumi writes
of the damage and pain her father and Bays brought to her family by having a secret
affair. Both Maezumi and Bays were married—and not to each other—and both had
small children at the time. Bays, a pediatrician, was the Maezumis' family doctor,
confidante to Maezumi's wife, and doctor to Genpo Merzel, according to Kirsten
Maezumi.
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February 20,2011 11:52 PM

Amanda Reckonwith said...
Part 2

Another signing the AZTA open letter was Roko Sherry Chayat, heir to Eido
Shimano. Shimano's behavior has been known about for years, and yet it continued
with the full knowledge of many of his students. It is almost impossible to imagine
that Chayat herself did not know given her position as Shimano's heir and the length
of time she studied with him. Yet it was pressure from without that forced the issue,
one that had otherwise continued for years.

But better late than never. It's just that since Kirstin Maezumi has spoken up, both
Bays and Chayat might want to shed some light here and discuss their respective
parts in these matters if any. We haven't heard from Tarrant publicly; perhaps,
disagreeing with his former teacher, he feelshe's done nothing wrong. Shimano
stepped down last year in the wake a string of revelations online, after which the
Times article appeared. And of course, there was Genpo Merzel's public apology.
don't know what to say about sex between teachers and students. In

almost all cases we hear about, it's consensual (or at least physical force was not
involved), and it usually falls to the student to determine whether the relationship
was appropriate or not. But the powerdifferential is real, and should be
acknowledged. Some regret their actions, feel taken advantage of, and grapple with
a deep sense of betrayal and shame; others claim to be unaffacted—or even
positively affected—Dby such relationships. It's really for the student to decide. But it
always seems to end poorly when teachers make a habit of it, especially when a lot
of secrecy and denial come into play.

When it comes to sex, regulations are necessary but in the end they are not really an
answer. Desire doesn’t obey one’s wishes; in fact, it is often quite at odds with one’s
wishes. If that were not the case, it would be much easier to be a good person. But it
isn’t easy. Still, regulations are there so that when abuse of any kind does happen,
people can be called to account. But that it happens and will continue to happen is
certain. Sex can make a fool of anyone and often does.

How we deal with desire is a pretty good indication of where we are on the path, but
that we're tripped up by it is nothing that should surprise any of us. I think there is a
good question we could be asking ourselves right now: What about the way our
dharma communities are organized supports and creates situations in which our
leaders act in ways that are damaging and undermine our, and their, best intentions,
and how do we go about creating community structures that discourage damaging
behavior and allow us to deal with it effectively when it occurs? And let’s not wait
for our teachers to do it for us. They have as much to learn here as anyone. We
should know at least that much by now.As for those for whom relationships
between students and teachers are
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acceptable—fine, and you have no reason to hide it. If you don't think it's all right,
ask your teacher about his or her own experience with this and how they feel about
it. Make your own decision.

February 20,2011 11:56 PM

Amanda Reckonwith said...
Here is a link to the diamond sangha letter ("Zen teacher John Tarrant is now under
fire") mentioned in the above post.

http://robertaitken.blogspot.com/2011/02 /open-letter-on-journalistic-
integrity.html
February 21,2011 12:07 AM

Amanda Reckonwith said...
Here is the open letter the Diamond Sangha sent to John Tarrant back in 2000. It
seems that he never spoke to Aitken Roshi again after this. Sad for all concerned.

http://www.ciolek.com/WWWVLPages/ZenPages/DOCS/szc-newsletter-feb-mar-
2000.pdf

It's on page 4 of the newsletter.
February 21, 2011 12:31 AM

Austin said...

Please spare us the "Little Twitch" videos.... watered down Dharma for the American
dogs!

February 21, 2011 4:25 AM

Curious said...

Isn't it curious that the ZFI thread "Shambhala Sun - Integrity in Buddhist
reporting”, regarding the open letter from David Loy about John Tarrant
(http://www.zenforuminternational.org/viewtopic.php?f=64&t=6145) has been
viewed 120 times to date - and that there has not been a single reply to it? Hmm....
February 21, 2011 4:52 AM

... said...

"He was not a good father, or a good husband to my mother, but he was an
outstanding teacher with a love for the dharma and a vision of liberation that took
precedence in all he did."

February 21, 2011 7:26 AM
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Viva la Differance said...

There is no such thing as a "good Buddhist". Or a "bad Buddhist". There is only those
who try their best to incorporate what they have learned to be the Buddhist way.
Those who think "loving kindness" and gentleness and peaceful love are that which
represents true Buddhism have that right, but there is a lot more to it than those
attributes. For example here is a paragraph from the "Zen Bastard" blog that is quite
truthful and represents many sincere Buddhist practitioners.

"People seem to think that if you attack a staid concept, especially if you use words
like "fuck" and "shit" when you do it, that you're being provocative or iconoclastic. I
don't see myself, or John at Buddhism Sucks, that way. I don't see Brad Warner that
way, or Noah Levine or any of the other folks that have decided to strip away the
detritus and try to see Buddhism as it really is. I don't think it's rebellious or
provocative to get sick of bullshit and refuse to accept it anymore. It's not like we're
proposing a crazy new solution or calling for the wholesale destruction of what we
oppose. We're pointing out that Buddhism, in the West specifically but also in the
East, has degenerated into a rotten gumbo of of thrown-together ingredients that
have little to do with the original recipe. Shunryu Suzuki, who helped establish Zen
in this country, told his American students that they would have to be responsible
for re-establishing Zen in Japan because it had fallen into such disrepair. A Japanese
Zen monk, who had received a classic education at the hands of Japanese Zen
masters in Zen monasteries in motherfucking Japan, where Zen originated, told his
dumb-ass, whitebread students that they would have to fix Zen. In Japan."

http://zenbastard.blogspot.com/

Being human does not fit any formula. So be yourself, even if it doesn't fit
conventional reality.
February 21, 2011 7:44 AM

yeah said...

"He was not a good father, or a good husband to my mother, but he was an
outstanding teacher with a love for the dharma and a vision of liberation that took
precedence in all he did."

In other words, he was just another egocentric asshole with tunnel vision and a
hobby that made everyone miserable.
February 21, 2011 7:44 AM

genkaku said...
Being human does not fit any formula. So be yourself, even if it doesn't fit
conventional reality.
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Yes. And do take a little time to find out who this "self" might be. Without that,
you're just blowing self-aggrandizing smoke.
February 21, 2011 7:54 AM

Self-righteous? said...

genkaku said...

"take a little time to find out who this "self" might be. Without that, you're just
blowing self-aggrandizing smoke."

[ am guessing that genkaku has taken the time to find out who his self really is. (
Even though he knows there is no such thing ) No smoke blowing for him. :)
February 21, 2011 8:00 AM

Christopher said...

"It is almost impossible to imagine that Chayat herself did not know given her
position as Shimano's heir and the length of time she studied with him. Yet it was
pressure from without that forced the issue, one that had otherwise continued for
years."

Someone should tell the editor of Tricycle magazine that - at least according to a
certain self-appointed Chayat spokesman on ZFI - referring to her complicity in the
scandal is tantamount to "blaming a child for the mistakes of its parents”,
constitutes "character assassination”, is "downright reprehensible", etc.

Shame on him (and me) for casting such groundless aspersions.

February 21, 2011 8:03 AM

Self-Reflection said...

Yea, this from a guy whose nickname is Mr.Noodling!
February 21,2011 8:07 AM

Know Thyself said...
Yea, if you really want to know your self answer these questions, sounds like this
person is still looking for their self.

who are you?

No doubt there is a ready answer given whatever the circumstances are but then
again, here are some cues:

Name



Age

Residence ... city/town, state, nation
Sex

Marital status

Education

Employment

Enjoyment

Preferred food

Preferred drink

Preferred company

Love

Hate

Who/what makes you happy
Who/what makes you sad
Heroes/heroines

Siblings

Have you ever climbed a tree
Fallen out of a tree

Kissed a pig

Found money in the street
Followed a religion

Dispensed with a religion

Killed anyone

Been damn near killed by anyone
Raised a child

Were afraid of something irrational
Were afraid of something rational
Driven a large truck

Ridden a horse

Lassoed a cow

Said hello to someone famous
Said hello to someone infamous
Gone to a psychologist

Analyzed someone else

Watched a sunset

Watched a sunrise

Eaten stale pizza

Felt a smile clear through

Cried until dried

Thought of a whole lot of questions and left out a lot of others that could never

define who you were?

just noodling....:)
February 21,2011 8:21 AM
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genkaku said...
Being human does not fit any formula. So be yourself, even if it doesn't fit
conventional reality.

Yes. And do take a little time to find out who this "self" might be. Without that,
you're just blowing self-aggrandizing smoke.

What a self-aggrandizing twit, right? Sorry about that. I can only give my opinion.
Things just seem to work out better that way. Now ... if [ could only learn my own
lessons ... and you could learn yours, :)

February 21, 2011 8:36 AM

Know Thyself said...

One fish slap dissevers an opposite an equal fish slap.
Lesson learned/ing. :)

February 21, 2011 8:46 AM

Christopher said...

By the way, since it's becoming hard to keep track of all the scandals these days, I
understand James Ford's coming out with a new book called "My Zen Master Slept
With Who?! - A Seminal Work".

)
February 21, 2011 10:36 AM

genkaku said...
A flow chart, so to speak?
February 21,2011 10:44 AM

SilenceNotGolden said...
Institutional parallels.

There are two recently publicized cases surrounding sexual assault, 2/15/2011:
1. CBS reporter Lara Logan, sexually assaulted and beaten in Cairo.

2. Class action lawsuit filed against the Department of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld
and Robert Gates: turning a blind eye to the epidemic of sexual assaults on US
military by their colleagues in the US military.
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In both professional journalism and the military (and religious organizations and
families and the workplace and well, pretty much anywhere), sexual assaults are
typically not reported.

[ would like to ask all of you here: Why the silence? Why are people reluctant to
admit that they were sexually assaulted? Why do people shy away from victims of
sexual abuse?

Silence is such a crucial part of the problem. When you read the testimony in the
military lawsuit, it becomes apparent that the trauma to the victims does NOT come
from the sexual assault itself; the trauma comes from the circumstances leading up
to the assault, and then from the way they are treated after the sexual assault is
reported.

It seems to me that sexual abuse is not really about sex; it's about power. One of the
biggest powers is the power to silence, and by that silence to create a whole host of
additional silent voices, who are on the “side” of the perpetrator (not in fact, but by
the default of silence).

[ would really appreciate a few thoughts on the question: why the silence?

CNN Video interview: Lara Logan case
http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/bestoftv/2011/02/16/exp.am.intv.logan.cnn

Logan's "privacy was not as important as the story." What happened, blow by
degrading, mortifying blow? The public demands to know the "facts.”
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2011/02/20/EDUS1THQ5QR.DTL

CNN Video interview: Military Lawsuit
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N502qalOLa4

Legal Document: class action lawsuit with the testimony of 17 victims:
http://servicewomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/48879866-Military-Rape-
and-Sexual-Assault-Litigation.pdf

February 21,2011 12:50 PM

SilenceNotGolden said...

['d also like to point out, not really necessary I'm sure, that they way the military
deals with sexual abuse is strikingly similar to the way that the Zen Studies Society
deals with it: pretending not to know.

Meanwhile, Slate.com posed the question, “What is the difference between rape and
sexual assault?” Here is a short history on the interchangeability of the two words.
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http://www.slate.com/id /2285492 /?from=rss
February 21,2011 12:56 PM

Make it Simple said...

Whether rape is an act of violence or an over abundance of pent up testosterone,
there is one sure way to deal with it: castration!

February 21, 2011 3:19 PM

Rules or Anarchy? said...

[s the current trend in organized Buddhism to make rules and guidelines for the
Sangha's going to help curb the tendency of zen leadership to stop abusing their
students?

1. Not if the leadership claims more than human spiritual powers. That they are
directly related by lineage and /or Dharma transmission to THE "Buddha.”

2. Not if the leadership sees their self as being wiser and in a position to talk AT the
students.

3. Not if the students put the Buddhist "center" and the teachers in some mythical
spiritual "light", and that myth is perpetuated by the leaders of said "center."

4. Not if the students don't learn to tell the leaders to go to hell if they lord it over
them.

A good kick in the balls every time one of them misuses their power or talks down to
them would straighten them out.

5. Yes if the leaders tell the truth about what goes on behind closed doors in all
matters. The truth is really known by everyone, it's the secrecy that turns the whole
relationship into evil.

6. Yes, if the students make it known that the leaders work for them not the other
way around.

7. Not if people keep speaking endlessly ABOUT the situations with sophisticated
rhetoric about this idea and that idea and do nothing to STOP it.

8. Not if Buddhists believe the only way to act is like a blissful happy face even while
being reamed up the ass.

9. Yes if all concerned realize all of life can only be an approximation of our
expectations and that trying to make those expectations real and concrete brings a
load of crap down on everyone.
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10. Not if all the students know how to do is quote what their masters say, and treat
them with adulation.

11-100 coming soon.
February 21, 2011 3:46 PM

Josias said...

So maybe a heavy duty plastic cable tie should be included in Dharma transmission
ceremonies?

February 21, 2011 4:24 PM

Sacred parphenalia said...
Josias said...

"So maybe a heavy duty plastic cable tie should be included in Dharma transmission
ceremonies?"

It should be said "the sacred heavy duty plastic tie". :|
February 21, 2011 4:36 PM

Josias said...

Yeah, "You won't feel a thing.... in a week or so."

February 21, 2011 4:53 PM

Me Tarzan said...

UCLA psychologist Neil Malamuth and his colleagues found that one-third of men
admit that they would engage in some type of sexual coercion if they could be
assured they would suffer no negative consequences.

February 21, 2011 5:06 PM

Worthless practices said...

Josias said...

"Yeah, "You won't feel a thing.... in a week or so."”

Well, that beats sitting zazen for 30 years for nothing except to abuse your students!

February 21, 2011 5:49 PM

Shodo said...
for what it's worth...
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[ posted a recording of an interview a while back with Wendy Egyoku Nakao
regarding the Maezumi scandals in 83...

It's a very interesting listen, and though Maezumi Roshi fucked up pretty bad, the
way the atoned for it was, in my opinion, admirable.

February 22,2011 10:21 AM

genkaku said...
Shodo -- Can you re-post the link?
February 22,2011 10:53 AM

Shodo said...
I *think* this is it.

http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-3.mp3
February 22,2011 11:00 AM

Shodo said...
hmmmm that was part 3...i think it was in part 2 of three

http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-2.mp3

Ahhh yes this is the one.:)
February 22,2011 11:11 AM

Christopher said...

Just going through the archives and I came across this
(http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19720915_SoenShimanoDt.pdf), which I
take it is the document that got Denko so mad about Eido's being referred to as the
"Founding Abbott" of DBZ. Indeed, that document makes it clear that Soen has been
the "Honorary Founder of Dai Bosatsu Zendo" since 1974.

[ wonder if the ZSS still refers to Eido as "the Founding Abbott" since the retirement,
by the way. There was certainly no statement revoking the title.

Another thought: does anyone have more information about Shimano's
(psychiatric?) hospitalisation in Japan in the sixties? Perhaps the seeds of the
problem were already sown back then?

February 22,2011 11:44 AM

genkaku said...
Shodo said...
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hmmmm that was part 3...i think it was in part 2 of three
http://www.urbandharma.org/mp3/ZCLA-2.mp3
Ahhh yes this is the one.:)

Thanks Shodo. How nice it must be in the presence of a teacher who can take
responsibility for his or her irresponsibilities.
February 22,2011 12:50 PM

Jim said...

"Thanks Shodo. How nice it must be in the presence of a teacher who can take
responsibility for his or her irresponsibilities.

February 22,2011 12:50 PM"

And how nice it must of been for a teacher to have students stick by him despite his
irresponsibility.
February 22,2011 3:27 PM

Willy said...
If You Could Live the Rest of Your Life Differently, What Would You Do With It?

For Four Days at A Beautiful Private Beachfront Retreat in Maui, Zen Master Dennis
Genpo Merzel Along With World-Renowned Success Coach Jack Canfield, “Passion
Test” Expert Janet Bray Attwood, and Canfield Companies CEO Patty Aubery Will
Work With You to Create the Meaningful, Fulfilling and Joyful Life You've Been
Waiting For.

Only 20 Individuals Will Qualify for This Incredible Opportunity.

Will You Be One Of Them?

Starting November 17th—for four intensive days—Genpo Roshi will work with 20
select individuals in the tranquil and transformational environment of Jack
Canfield’s private beachside estate on the beautiful island of Maui. $15,000.00

http://www.bigmind.org/Genpo_Roshi_in_Maui.html
February 22,2011 4:49 PM

You're kidding, right? said...

At first reading the Genpo/Canfield post, I thought it was a joke. Then I clicked on
the link and read in its entirety. Oh my, yes, it IS a joke.

February 22,2011 5:13 PM



109

One Of Them said...
[ want a meaningful, fulfilling and joyful life - I just can't afford one!
February 22,2011 5:36 PM

sham WOW! said...
But WAIT! There's MORE!! You also get this 100% cotton T-shirt that reads, "I made
it with Genpo!" That's what we call value-added!

And, if you register in the next 20 minutes, you'll also receive our patented "Big
Mind" zafu and zebuton set, a $1000 value, yours FREE just for signing up!

Not available in any stores! Act now!
February 22,2011 7:02 PM

My mind is bigger than your mind said...
http://www.bigmind.org/Genpo_Roshi_in_Maui.html

"All this and more under the direction of of the recently recognized reincarnation of
P. T. Barnum, Roshi. "There's a sucker, er, customer, er, student born every minute."
February 23,2011 12:19 AM

Shock the Monkey said...

Christopher said...

"By the way, since it's becoming hard to keep track of all the scandals these days, I
understand James Ford's coming out with a new book called "My Zen Master Slept
With Who?! - A Seminal Work".

Sadly, that's not so far off the mark.

“So, the personality of the teacher involved also affects the situation regarding
sexual ethics. No doubt. For example a venerable Japanese teacher has been
followed with hints and rumors of sexual liaisons with students for as many years as
Eido. But, I would be shocked if it ever rises to the level of offense as has happened
in Eido Roshi’s case. The difference, best I can see it, is that one is generally liked
and admired and the other has created a long list of enemies over the years.”
http://monkeymindonline.blogspot.com/2011/01/sex-and-zen-teacher-among-
other-things.html

I'm personally shocked that James Ford is privy to this information and has done
nothing about it. He's lost all credibility with me.
February 23,2011 8:26 AM
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Lelani said...
James who?
February 23,2011 8:38 AM

Zen Operative Number Thirty-Three said...
Shock the Monkey said...

"I'm personally shocked that James Ford is privy to this information and has done
nothing about it. He's lost all credibility with me."

This exact thought has been percolating through my mind since I first read it in
January, but without the emotional component.

My immediate response is that fewer people will tell you stuff as you get more
judgmental about whatever it is you are told. You've got to remember that the
"tellers" of these tales are ambivalent about the incidents they refer to. So, perhaps,
we NEED people like Ford to get the information and share it in a diffuse, ultimately
non-threatening way rather than a focused, moralistic way.

Ford evidently compliantly studied under Jiyu Kennett some of whose teaching are
quite strange (e. g. see the vision section on her Wikipedia page and her book "How
to Grow a Lotus Blossom or How a Zen Buddhist Prepares for Death"). Kennett was
also know for being an intimidating authoritarian, (not that this is in itself unusual
for a Zen teacher), further she wanted the monks who trained with her to be
celibate (which should please some). Ford also studied under Tarrant whom, we
were recently [re-] informed, was driven from the Diamond Sangha for various
forms of misconduct.

Perhaps all of this simply caused him to be extremely tolerant. It cold be he lost his
ability to think critically in some areas. One might say his thinking was de-
conditioned but not necessarily in a good way.

In general my thinking is we should do our best to live by and apply the precepts,

and to expect the so-called leaders to do the same.
February 23,2011 1:37 PM

Grand Nagus said...
The five Stages of Acquisition:
Infatuation: An unreasoning love or attraction ... "I want it."

Justification: Moral excuse used to explain ... "I must have it!"
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Appropriation: To take to one's self in exclusion of others ... "IT'S MINE AT LAST!"
Obsession: A compulsive or irrational preoccupation ... "Precious!”

Resale: The action of selling something previously bought ... "Make me an offer."
February 23,2011 10:48 PM

SilenceNotGolden said...
Okay, sorry, I didn't come back here to answer my own question: Why the silence?

[ have a number of thoughts on that but can't muster the energy to do the work right
now. Lame-o.

MEANWHILE, I notice that Jiyu Kennett is mentioned above. There is an interesting
conversation amongst the Shasta Abbey sangha-in-exile on the
obcconnect.forumotion.net blog. It's the ZSS abuse of power, hierarchy and
successor problems writ large, without the sidetracks into the sexual abuse issues
(although they do cover Genpo and Shimano a bit).

[ like these guys because they've been thinking about “the problem” for decades, and
when I read their stuff I do name substitutions like: Kennett (Shimano), Meian
(Roko). It appears that Mt. Shasta is as insular as DBZ.

The precipitating event that broke the online silence was the May 2010 resignation
of the Shasta abbot Eko (Kennett's successor abbot after her death in 1996), which
led to the creation of the OBCConnect blog. Here's a 2/12 post by “Henry”
concerning institutional trauma, hierarchy, successors, awareness, etc. It's long:

“It is all so sickening. Everything we thought we were avoiding by becoming Zen
practitioners is all there. And it is excused by saying organizations are organizations.
How convenient. How irresponsible. People are people: Why meditate? Why look
within? Why be aware? Organizations are organizations. Why look deeply at deeply
rooted inter-relational patterns that cause harm? Families are Families. Why go to
family therapy to see how family members can bring the best out of each other
rather than the worst? Zen Masters have flaws. Why then hold them accountable?
When will people value awareness over being church members?

[ am tired of the disdain for psychological health. How often at Shasta did I hear how
deeper the spiritual goes than the psychological. Talk about duality! Regardless of
psychological health, awareness beyond ego can be experienced. But psychological
health is the cleaning up of karma. There is no difference. How can you separate
these two things as one being important the other--not so much. As I said in a
previous post, spiritual experience without psychological health is a dream within a
nightmare.
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I'd like to look at Meian [current abbot, Shasta Abbey] as Zen Master. I would like to
examine one aspect of the psychological health of the head of Shasta and one of the
most important Zen Masters in the OBC. [ would like to do this for the purpose of
examining how capable she is of cleaning up the institutional trauma that remains a
potent force at Shasta. Before I go there, I would like to say that I don't care what the
Zen scandal of the day is. They all sicken me. They are all about sex and finances.
What nonsense.

This is what the super self aware Buddhist community is about? The hierarchy in
these communities notice scandal when it reaches the most external levels of human
behavior possible? Meditative awareness is supposed to catch things earlier and
earlier, before it is manifested in its most gross forms. That is the message we've all
heard. But what is the truth? The hierarchy in these Buddhist communities
(supposedly the most enlightened) do nothing, are aware of nothing, until trouble
manifests in its most gross forms. That is what happened at Shasta. All was well
until Eko had sex. Well, he didn't have sex sex. He just..whatever it was he did. But it
was related to sex, so now all of a sudden there is a problem. Sickening, truly
sickening. “

[continues in next post]

February 24,2011 12:46 AM

SilenceNotGolden said...

[OBCConnect post continued]

“So why do I question the psychological health of one of the most important Zen
Masters in the OBC? Certainly not because I have anything against her personally. In
fact I always liked Meian a lot and there was never any significant friction between
us [ was aware of. In fact [ hate what [ am doing now, but I hate even more the
myths, the denial, the rationalizations, the minimizing and justifying that lead to
delusion and harm. So I write this for anyone to judge for themselves if what I have
to say has value.

Rev. Kennett could be and was emotionally abusive. This was hidden by the Zen
Master myth Josh has presented here so well. The myth where all the
psychologically unhealthy ways of treating people are exalted to the level of
spiritual teaching. Where those who criticize are just seeing things through the ego.

Meian, however, has always been, as far as I could see, a True Believer. As I've
written before, Rev. Kennett was far more abusive to women than to men (I'd
appreciate comments from Kyogen, Gyokuko (both former jishas) and others on
what they saw). Meian, as a Jisha, was a frequent target of Rev. Kennett's wrath. She
always, as far as I could see, internalized the abuse: It was she that was wrong; it
was she that needed to learn; it was she that was privileged to get Rev. Kennett's
teaching. Meian herself stated in a recent lecture that EVERYTHING THAT REV.
KENNETT DID WAS FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS. No qualifiers. Absolute--just as
the myth states.
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So as a good Zen practitioner, she took the abuse as teaching. How is this different
from the good wife who follows the Bible and as long as she isn't beaten with a stick
wider than her thumb, her husband is just being a good husband doing his duty of
leading her out of her female foolishness. How many women have internalized this
message to one degree or another. What Meian has done, to my mind, is not, on the
most basic level, any different. It is taking someone else's unresolved issues that
manifest as emotional abusiveness, and taking the blame onto oneself: I was wrong.
[ deserved it. I should be grateful for the harsh treatment. This is what passes for
enlightenment.

All you women out there who are rushing to Buddhism to get away from the
Christian notions of male supremacy, please take note. ALL THESE BUDDHIST
SCANDALS SPEAK NOT ONLY TO THE ABUSIVENESS OF THE ZEN MASTER BUT
ALSO OF THE WILLINGNESS OF THE FOLLOWERS TO INTERNALIZE THAT ABUSE,
BLAME THEMSELVES, GLORIFY THE MASTER AS ALWAYS DOING THINGS FOR THE
BENEFIT OF OTHERS NO MATTER HOW ABUSIVE IT APPEARS, AND DEMONIZING
OR DISCREDITING THOSE WHO SEE THERE IS SOMETHING PSYCHOLOGICALLY
VERY UNHEALTHY GOING ON. The internalization of the abuse is the key to the
whole problem. It is what occurs in every one of these scandals, be it Shasta or
elsewhere.

Without the WILLINGNESS of the students to internalize the abuse and blame
themselves, none of this can occur. Meian was, and so it appears, still is, a master of
this sad and misguided mistake. I will let the women out there decide for themselves
how different this is from the wife who makes excuses for her abusive husband. “

[continues in next post]
February 24,2011 12:48 AM

SilenceNotGolden said...

[OBCConnect post continued]

“The truth of the matter is that there is some truth in this delusion. Buddhists do
need to handle abuse differently. We do need to use every suffering to come our way
to examine our own reactions. In that regard, all abuse and misfortune is an
opportunity to look within. There is nothing like abuse and misfortune to bring out
the worst in us, and its occurrence is an opportunity to see unvarnished, our most
angry, vindictive and even sadistic tendencies. And when they arise it is an
opportunity to meditate within it all and act in ways that create the least suffering
and do the most good. That truth exists for all who value awareness. In that sense
we need to be grateful for the misfortune that creates these opportunities to see all
of who we are, including the worst.
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However, to do this we do NOT have to take the next step into delusion. We do not
have to glorify the the one engaging in emotionally abusive behaviors. We do not
have to rationalize their behavior. We do not have to minimize its affect on others.

We do not have to demonize (or at least discredit) those who stand up and say that
that is not enlightened action but just the opposite. DOING THAT IS THE PROBLEM:
Taking the step from utilizing emotionally abusive behavior and suffering as part of
developing ones awareness of oneself to glorifying the person's mistaken,
misguided, and harmful behaviors as being enlightened action.That is what I see
continuing to occur in the OBC, and that is what I see Meian perpetuating in spades.

“

[Henry @ http://obcconnect.forumotion.net/t205-latest-zen-scandal-and-let-s-
rethink-the-master-story]
February 24,2011 12:50 AM

Orion Envoy said...
Grand Nagus said...
"The five Stages of Acquisition:"

The Grand Nagus! Wow!
Word gets around!

The stages of acquisition always yield new endless dimensions of meaning each time
[ hear about them.

[ guess you are personally planning to make some purchases?

[ hear that Shimano is selling a fabulous Dharma Heir Ceremony set. It's not moving
however. Because of what is being called the "Shimano Schmuck Factor."

[ also hear they will soon to be selling off their assets to support their the one with
the indiscrete & over active phallus. Ho Ho Ho! I'm here to bid on the monastery.
The Syndicate wants to turn it into a High Class Japanese casino. My bosses may let
some Ferengi open a Dabo table if the price is right. Let me know if you are
interested.

BTW I hear the Breen will be bidding as well. They think the building will make a

good Japanese Brothel-in-the-Mountains. They claim one can feel the sex energy.
February 24,2011 12:07 PM

Lone Wolf said...
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SilenceNotGolden, thanks for re-posting [Henry @
http://obcconnect.forumotion.net/t205-latest-zen-scandal-and-let-s-rethink-the-
master-story] here.

[ think that Henry still has some mythology going on in his thinking. For example he
speak about "the super self aware Buddhist community."

Sadly, that is far from the truth. One reason, I think, is that the attention of many in
the community is focused inwardly and not outwardly towards community. Another
reason is a willingness to yield judgement to the seniors and as he put it
'internalize" any faults imputed.

I really wonder how much clear thinking anyone who decides to live full time in a
"community" possesses. | mean this in a way that acknowledges that some really

deep personal issues drive a person to train at this level of intensity, to the point

that other issues become remote and secondary even to the point of poor but not
malicious judgement.

Oh boy!

Another related though is: How similar are the problems in other religious
communities? Sexuality (perhaps homosexuality perhaps auto erotic sexuality),
abuses of power, etc.

February 24,2011 12:26 PM

No Where to Go said...

Lone Wolf said...

"I really wonder how much clear thinking anyone who decides to live full time in a
"community"” possesses."

In my experience of meeting many people who live in "intentional communities"
their thinking is very clear. Especially on issues such as polluting the earth,
grandiose materialism, ego competition, the military industrial complex,
isolationism, buy one get one free, and spiritual bankruptcy. All of which are a large
part of secular America, if not Europe these days. Probably their issues are
troublesome because they have nowhere to turn to escape the above mentioned
maladies.

February 24,2011 12:40 PM

Lone Wolf said...
No Where to Go said...

"Probably their issues are troublesome because they have nowhere to turn to
escape the above mentioned maladies."
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And in the end, "The escape, is no escape!”
It's heartbreaking and delightful at the same time.

(Did I just write this?)
February 24, 2011 6:16 PM

No Where to Go said...
Lone Wolf said...

"And in the end, "The escape, is no escape

Rather nihilistic. [ see it more as we do have choice. We can choose to be slaves to a
system that allows us little choice and is ruled by the wealthy and those in power,
and believe that is all we can have in this life. Or, we can choose to live without being
subjects of that system and those in power. Most people don't even know they have
this choice. It is too foreign an idea to detach from the habits that we are
conditioned to believe in. Advertising and materialism rule the day. Most people
truly think that there is no other way to live. This is not true, it is by choice that
people are enslaved to these dynamics of authority and consumerism. Why give up
before you die? And if you like it so much, why meditate or follow a person that
basically lived on nothing but some rags for clothes and begging for his food ( the
Buddha ). Can't have it both ways. :)

February 24,2011 7:08 PM

To hell with Guidance said...
Over on ZFI Carol asks in the "Ask the teacher" forum....

"I wonder if you (or the other teachers here) could explain what replaces "sin" in
Zen Buddhist practice? How do we work with morality, unskillful acts, the three
poisons of greed, ill-will and ignorance, and how do we understand karma? Whew!
That's a big question!

Thank you for any help you can provide."
Genjo answers.....

"Yes, a big question! For Zen I don't think there is intrinsic "right" or "wrong" and
though there is a strong sense of an "absolute" there is no sense of absolute
morality. Karma is the law of cause and effect; results may not be immediate, but if
you run a red light often enough there are bound to be unfortunate consequences.
The precepts arise as natural guideposts to the Great Vow to care for all beings great
and small, animate and inanimate. When we deviate from this Great Vow, karma will
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inform us of our error. We must work to humbly learn from our errors and adjust
our behavior to be ever more in accord with our Great Vow. Often our instincts for
survival, to have enough and then have more, are at variance with the Great Vow
which is inspired by true insight. With maturity we must learn to allow our Great
Vow to be in the driver's seat. Much easier said than done, which is why the
actualization of true insight consistently in everyday life activities takes decades of
practice.

With palms together,
Genjo"
Much too religious sounding to me. We are just humans doing the best we can...but

leave it to a religious teacher to guide us into morality and striving to be better than
we are.

February 24,2011 7:19 PM

Lone Wolf said...

To hell with Guidance said...

"Much too religious sounding to me. We are just humans doing the best we can...but
leave it to a religious teacher to guide us into morality and striving to be better than
we are."

It does get muddled doesn't it?

Some people get easier credibility than others with respect to the recommendations
to do better than we thought we could.

But like everything else credibility comes and goes.
February 24, 2011 7:44 PM
THWG said...

Lone Wolf said...

"Some people get easier credibility than others with respect to the
recommendations to do better than we thought we could.”

[ wonder if that is a positive attribute.:)
But like everything else credibility comes and goes.

Like clouds...............
February 24,2011 7:51 PM
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Lone Wolf said...

"No Where to Go," aren't you responding to something else and not the context of
the first part of the discussion? It was about the clarity of thought of those entering
spiritual communities. You, i. e. "No Where to Go" responded that people who
entered spiritual communities like meditation centers really did so for secular
reasons and not really for spiritual aspirations. Logically, then some enter spiritual
communities for "the wrong reasons.” Unclear, Clear but wrong; either way seems
potentially problematic to me.

I'm not going to address willingly entering slavery with you in the abstract. It's not
that I completely disagree with you, it's just that I think it's not likely to be a
productive discussion. Politically now-a-days I am more concerned with the
application of the 'Shock Doctrine:" Crises that are take advantage of for political
and economic gain. Often the crises themselves are manufactured. In situations like
this even the thoughtful self-aware can get trampled.

February 24,2011 7:55 PM

No Where to Go said...
Lone Wolf said...

"I'm not going to address willingly entering slavery with you in the abstract. It's not
that I completely disagree with you, it's just that I think it's not likely to be a
productive discussion."

Too bad. I would enjoy a good conversation about the clarity of thought of people
who join "Communities”. Like I said it is my experience to have met many people
who think very clearly on why and how they are involved in a community...some
having given up most "worldly" concerns.

On the other hand some communities are run like boot camps, and there exists a
strong authoritarian dynamic and there are many followers of that leadership. Many
of the those people get burned.

[ probably worded my response with a confusing meaning. No, I do not think people
enter spiritual communities for secular purposes. They do, so they can have some
reprieve from the secular onslaught. To get some relief from the secular materialist
regime. So they are fairly vulnerable to the communities purpose. I think this is how
many have been sucked into religious institutions that prey on the students both
financially and physically ( sexually ).

February 24, 2011 8:29 PM

No Where to Go said...
[ must add that to my way of thinking it is the manner in which the communities are
organized. If there is strong authoritarian guidance and "students" enter and go
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through training as "Disciples”, this is an example of a dysfunctional community.
There are too many opposing dynamics in the structure of these communities. The
military is very dysfunctional, that is how it produces human Kkillers.

An egalitarian community is organized quite differently. There are no leaders per se,
but the community makes agreements on how the organization functions. People
talk with each other, not AT each other.....

February 24, 2011 8:59 PM

genkaku said...
Sent to me this morning is what I found to be a wonderful last interview with Aitken
Roshi.

http://www.tricycle.com/ancestors/no-mean-preacher

Sent yesterday -- less compelling but still interesting -- is Barbara O'Brien's blog
"roundup” of sex scandal stuff.

http://buddhism.about.com/b/2011/02/20/scandal-and-allegation-
updates.htm?nl=1/
February 25, 2011 7:58 AM

genkaku said...
The quote in the Aitken interview that sticks in my mind -- re. Shimano -- was this:

We've got to find a way that he can say, I'm a crook.’
February 25, 2011 8:09 AM

Chuck it said...

genkaku said...

"less compelling but still interesting -- is Barbara O'Brien's blog "roundup"” of sex
scandal stuff.

http://buddhism.about.com/b/2011/02/20/scandal-and-allegation-
updates.htm?nl=1/"

She has a job that she makes her living at posting about zen buddhism. She will say
anything to put zen in a good happy light so that she has her job. It is all ego
projected self-survival posts.

Zen institutions with "legitimate" teachers start with a fabrication of unbroken
Dharma transmission that dates back over 2000 years to the "Buddha"”. So every
teacher is endowed with perfected Buddha nature and teaches students/disciples
what Buddhism ( what the Buddha ) really taught. She seems to defend this in all her
posts. Another true believer in the blatant myth. She says the sexual misconduct was
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because of old hippies becoming teachers of Zen ( 60's sexual revolution ). And that
all the foreign teachers are old and didn't know any better. How totally naive and
misleading.

As long as the fabrication of unbroken Dharma transmission and the myth of
credible lineage that gives teachers the power over their students exists, there will
be scandals and lots of them. This religious nonsense has got to cease and pronto! It
is broke and it can not be fixed with continuing to promote totally fabricated
reasons for teachers to teach their students. The robes and paraphernalia need to be
thrown in the dump. No one should make their living teaching others to understand
their own life. It is tainted the minute it is spoken.

Why not read Scientology or Christian Science and get into a truly recognized cult,
or even the Mormons ( with the God's revelation of Jesus in Joseph Smith ). Religion
is going to die soon. Every one of them is built on fabrications. The Buddha would
disown every Buddhist on the planet right now! He never wanted a religion made
after him. But that is what man did 1000's of years ago, and it is so deeply buried in
his Psyche that Joseph Campbell could preach about it almost his whole life.
February 25,2011 9:48 AM

Chuck it said...
This is a new member of ZFI posting....you will see we do not need perfect grammar
to become "Wise".

part 1

by CSEe on Fri Feb 25,2011 3:20 pm

Hi all,, I had posted this topic in many Buddish website and received very harsh
respond . I am fully understand what kind of responds I might received but I am
totally aware of my intention .

[ am of the opinion sometime it is important for us to challenge our own method for
better understanding .

Currently Buddhism is practise in so many country, in so many culture , by so many
"tradition” , by so many method , so many teaching, so many texts , so many people
claimed to be master of Buddhism ... that associated to Buddhism .

When I started to join in Buddhish forum a few month ago, I was shocked to learn
that there are so many tradition , so many people claimed themselve as " master" of
Buddhism , members are ( sorry if | am wrong here but I have reason to believe is
right ) comparing knowledge with each other , human perhaps spending too much
time in learning knowledge from text, get into " war of knowledge" in search of
Buddha.........c....... sorry | am new here, are we on the right track ?

February 25,2011 10:35 AM

Chuck it said...
Oh located at....
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http://www.zenforuminternational.org/viewtopic.php?f=17&t=6201&sid=cad8184
93ccc4d4acdbade45dd63c991
February 25,2011 10:38 AM

Chuck it said...
And then a compassionate response from a global moderator.

by Kojip on Fri Feb 25,2011 3:58 pm
The impression I get from your post is this...

You are new to Buddhism, and many things you say give that away. It does not
appear from what you have written, that you have engaged a teacher and Sangha,
and begun to develop a disciplined practice.

[t appears that you have been thinking about Buddhism, rather than taking these
steps into practice.

Yet, though you are new to Buddhism, you have already decided what true
Buddhism is, and that others have got it all wrong. If you have been persistant and
aggressive in pushing this line, it might point to why you have been banned from
other fora.

[ would suggest submitting a question to to the teacher's forum, engaging in practice
with a Sangha if there is one near you, and giving-up any claim on the true nature of
the Buddha's teaching and the failing of Buddhists.

Talk about hard headed!!!!
February 25,2011 10:41 AM

Chuck it said...
[ see part 2 didn't post try again...
part 2

[s gaining knowledge that important ?

At My current awareness , knowledge is a measurement of knowing in our current
world .Knowledge can be obtained by reading / touching/seeing/experiencing etc,
can be tested / compared / certified even be challenged in court of law .

Awareness in my current perception is measurement of our own energy towards
purity / emptiness - the Buddha . It can not be tested / compared but can be only
learn / obtained / share if one accepted all same and equal with him .

Knowledge is tiny part of awareness, as in awareness there are compassion / desire
/ emotions / determination etc . In searching Buddha, we should gain awareness
not knowledge .All these I believe call " life" in our current world but is actually
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polutant in Buddha .We should understand all our awareness, to be free of it, to be
pure / free of all polutant, to be Buddha.

All texts / teaching should only be limited as information in knowledge and SHOULD
NOT be regarded as referral to Buddha .

Perhaps human are on wrong track, involving in the war of gaining knwledge /
comparing knowledge , eager to teach instead of learning from each other, fail to
accept " same and equal” with all living and non-living..wrongly quoted Mr
Siddharta teaching ...that caused human still discussing on terms / teaching of what
they believe is Buddhism . Trying to see Mr Siddharta shadow . Infact is already
2500 years after Mr Siddharta death , human should perhaps be "in" what he saw .
February 25,2011 11:08 AM

Chuck it said...
and the finale
part 3

[ am truly sorry if my writing seems rude . I just wish Buddhism could change the
world , perhaps I might never see it but I hope my daughter could enjoy in the world
of better understanding on life ... call that my ego / selfish...

[ am very far from purity .

Thks
Ee
February 25,2011 11:09 AM

Shodo said...
Chozen responds to Maezumi's daughters letter on Sweeping Zen.

http://sweepingzen.com/2011/02/24 /response-to-Kkirsten-mitsuyo-maezumi/
February 25,2011 11:13 AM

It Just ain't natural said...
from the article mentioned by Shodo....

"Zen teaching is a profession. Professionals have an obligation not to betray the
trust of their students/clients/patients, trust that is essential to the work of spiritual
teaching or therapy."

This is soooooo warped a view. It is not a profession, it has been made into a
profession. 99% of zen teachers believe the same way. Everyone knows that a
professional does their job, TO KEEP IT! Honesty is always a second or close third in
their actions. No wonder the whole zen institution is so warped and dysfunctional. If
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all you are looking for is a little peace of mind, just sit quietly ANYWHERE and still
your mind. It doesn't take a professional to teach you how to concentrate on your
breath.

February 25,2011 12:04 PM

Woof! Roll Over! said...
Uncle Fester is at IT again......

He answers the question in the "Ask a teacher" section...
Re: Should anyone be call as "master" in Buddhism?

Postby Nonin on Fri Feb 25, 2011 5:03 pm

Long-time Zen Buddhist teachers who show mastery of Zen Buddhist practices are
sometimes referred to as Zen Masters. Also, some relationships between Zen
teachers and other Buddhist teachers and their students are master/disciple
relationships, and in that case, the master might refer to the disciple as "my
disciple," and the disciple might refer to the master as "my master."

Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin

The professional DOG TRAINER!!!
February 25,2011 12:15 PM

Master of what? said...
Think of how many people called the crook, Shimano, "Master".
February 25,2011 12:23 PM

SilenceNotGolden said...

@Lone Wolf said,

“I think that Henry still has some mythology going on in his thinking. For example he
speak about "the super self aware Buddhist community.”

Hello Lone Wolf. I think that Henry's point was, why does a community wait until a
blister breaks open before they realize that they've got a blister? @Henry: “The
hierarchy in these Buddhist communities (supposedly the most enlightened) do
nothing, are aware of nothing, until trouble manifests in its most gross forms. That is
what happened at Shasta.”



124

Gross forms: pre-thought, thought, word, deed. Why wait for the gross deed? It's like
waiting for gangrene to set in before paying attention to the wound on your foot.

The ex-Shasta people blog is interesting because, like the Zen Studies Society, it's
dealing with an authoritarian and secretive outfit. Their focus is on institutional and
spiritual abuse in a monastic environment, how buddhism went off the rails and
descended at various points there into the occult.

As with Mr. Shimano, they point to Ms. Kennett's lack of buddhist training and
accountability. It's the broken "elevating the self" precept, hanging onto power by
manipulating people.

And because they are undistracted by the more sensational topic of sexual abuse,
they look very closely at the real issues that face corrupt organizations and a half-
assed implementation of buddhism.

To whit, back on topic: putting Sherry Chayat in “power” and continuing to pack the
Board with people who drank the kool-aid solves absolutely nothing for the ZSS; it is
a foolhardy continuation of its own corruption.

February 25,2011 3:26 PM

Shodo said...

Nonin from ZFI said:

"Long-time Zen Buddhist teachers who show mastery of Zen Buddhist practices are
sometimes referred to as Zen Masters. Also, some relationships between Zen
teachers and other Buddhist teachers and their students are master/disciple
relationships, and in that case, the master might refer to the disciple as "my
disciple," and the disciple might refer to the master as "my master.""

Nonin is a confusing one for me... In traditional Japanese Soto Zen, there is only 2
Zen Masters - "Zenji" is the term for it, and they are the abbots of Eihei-ji and Soji-ji...
The thing called "Transmission"... the thing that Nonin and others tout so highly is
(trying not to be dismissive here) SO COMMON in Japanese Soto Zen, that they
probably look at us with a certain degree of confusion and humor.

In fact, transmission in Japan, 9 times out of 10 is happening between father and son
- it's not really about spiritual anything, it's all about inheriting a family temple.
February 25, 2011 6:45 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Is Nonin a fulltime teacher/abbot or does he have a day job?
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[ looked in Ciolek recently and was amazed at how many "roshi" people there are. It
occurred to me that perhaps there is a difference between how the word is used in
Soto vs Rinzai schools.

Here's some of what Buddhadharma.com had to say about the difference:

"In Japan, the Rinzai and Soto schools use the term roshi differently, and it is used
somewhat differently again in the West. In the Rinzai school it is a term of respect
for someone who has completed the koan study, received Inka (seal of approval)
and is abbot of a training monastery. The term has a very specific definition and
applies only to a small number of people in Japan—perhaps fifty to eighty. The
formal title is shike in Rinzai Zen. In regular usage one may be called rodaishi (old
great teacher) or so-and-so Roshi.

In Soto Zen, roshi is a term of respect that you might use when addressing or
speaking about a teacher, an abbot of a temple or a priest very senior to you. At
Eiheiji, one of the two head Soto temples in Japan, there may be as many as forty
senior priests who might be called roshi. The same practitioner might also be called
sensei with no disrespect. Sensei simply means teacher and is used to refer to or
address anyone doing the function of teaching—from a kindergarten teacher to a
Zen master.

Roshi in both the Rinzai and Soto schools is a term of high respect but not exactly a
title. No one in Japan would call themselves roshi. If you put out a book, it would not
have the word roshi on the cover. "

complete article at:

http://archive.thebuddhadharma.com/issues/2002 /winter/dictionary-
roshi_winter02.htm

February 25,2011 7:35 PM

Dosho port blog said...
Thursday, February 24, 2011
Stand On Your Own Two Feet: Can a Post-Modern Approach Save Zen?

from

http://wildfoxzen.blogspot.com/2011/02 /stand-on-your-own-two-feet-can-
post.html

part 1

The few times that I brought a personal issue to Katagiri Roshi - hoping to lean on
him - he would say, "Stand on your own two feet."
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[ bring this up now because I've been reflecting again on power in dharma
communities, a reflection that I've been revisiting for over 30 years.

We may be in a critical phase in the transmission of the buddhadharma to the global
culture. How we deal with power is one of the most vital issues.

First off, [ don't agree with those who see power as evil, as something we should
avoid. Power is always being exercised in our personal lives and in community so it
is better to embrace power and openly reflect on it together.

However, I do understand the reaction to flee when the complexity and difficulty of
power becomes salient. [ sometimes still yearn for a little cabin in the woods, less
often now but ... ah, waking up to the deep quiet, sipping coffee on the veranda in the
dark, hours of zazen, a swim in a clear mountain lake ... ah, but there I go again....

Back to the issue of power, [ agree with those who suggest that scandals and such
are symptoms of an underlying issue, specifically, where can we optimally locate
power such that the buddhadharma might fully bloom? Should power be located in
the teacher, the community, or the individual?

February 26,2011 8:53 AM

Dosho port blog said...
part 2

The traditional place to locate power was in the teacher. Here's an example of a
description of a retreat where power is located in one key person:

If you've ever wanted to “hang out” with Genpo Roshi in a private, one-on-one
setting—knowing that your life would be transformed in the process—this is your
opportunity.

What's different in this blurb (I am not making this up) from other systems with
traditional power is how undisguised and unabashed the teacher-centered approach
is. The power to change your life seems to lie in spending $15,000 for four days in
Maui, hanging out with somebody really special.

Come on. Such a retreat would seriously transform my credit card debt but apart
from that, probably not so much.

That these events fill up shows how people are desperately hungry and how that
hunger can be exploited.

Remember, "Stand on your own two feet."
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Disillusioned by hanging out and anticipating transformation (with or without
scandal, with or without spending $15,000), what we often try next is to locate
power in the community.

Here's one clear expression of community-based power that I stumbled across
recently in an online forum (used with permission):

What we can do is to locate power in community, one that authorizes teachers and
people in other leadership roles by calling for mutual accountability, ethical action,
and an openness to speaking and listening to truth.

Clearly, there are advantages to community power, important and healthy stuff.

Unfortunately, what also comes when power is located in the community is group-
thinking which is inherently uncreative and attached to fleeting, contemporary
norms as if they were universal truths. In addition, in order to project community-
based power, lots of meetings are required and the group's focus can move from
practicing awakening to attending committee meetings.

Sound familiar? If so, your community might be practicing community-located
power.

There's another danger that is expressed by the Japanese saying, "The nail that
stands up gets hammered down."

Power located in the community encourages a system of normalizing judgment that
is exercised in the evaluation of our own and others' lives. This can control against
abuses but also limits innovation - a vitally important ingredient in establishing the
dharma here and now.

February 26,2011 8:54 AM

Dosho port blog said...
part 3

Finally, the community can elevate itself such that compliance with the community's
normative judgments becomes the goal of the practice. The communal "we"
becomes more important than the individual. Rather than an ego we develop what
Pilar Jennings calls a "we-go." In community-located power, the we-go is idealized
and awakening to true nature is equated with compliance to group norms.
Dangerous.

A third option is the post-modern approach. Here's an really Buddhist-sounding
excerpt from Wikipedia:
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[Post-modernism] involves the belief that many, if not all, apparent realities are only
social constructs, as they are subject to change inherent to time and place. It
emphasizes the role of language, power relations, and motivations; in particular it
attacks the use of sharp classifications.... Rather, it holds realities to be plural and
relative, and dependent on who the interested parties are and what their interests
consist in.

In the post-modern approach, power is located in unfolding dyadic relationships
and the ongoing insights actualized in face-to-face meeting.

While traditional power motivates by the promise of granting worth from on-high,
and community-based power motivates by offering belonging to those who
conform, post-modern power instills in people the aspiration to realize their own
and others' inherent worth.

While traditional power functions by oppressing, imposing and coercing, and
community-based power functions by recruiting people into surveillance and
policing others, most-modern power functions in person-to-person meeting and
trains us to broaden our capacity for open-ended possibilities, also known as, "don't
know mind."

Post-modern power is edgy and requires sustained willingness to meet the person
standing before us now. It is my commitment to practice post-modern power in our
wild fox den here in Minnesota, and with others that I meet as I roam around in Zen
dens here and there.

"I am willing," wrote Chogyam Trungpa, "to share my experience with the whole
environment of life with my fellow pilgrims, my fellow searchers, those who walk
with me. But [ am not willing to lean on them in order to gain support.... If a group of
people leans upon the other, then if one falls down, everyone falls down. So we
should not lean on anyone else. We just walk with each other, side by side, shoulder
to shoulder, working with each other, going with each other."

February 26,2011 8:55 AM

whatever works said...
Bravo! Great post by Dosho Port!
February 26,2011 9:09 AM

Amateur accountant said...

The post-modern model has few, if any, precedents with which people can identify
and may therefore require more effort and vigilance on the part of all involved so
that participants don’t fall into one of the other two models, both of which distort
what the Buddha actually taught (ie., be a lamp unto yourself and speak honestly).
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Implementation will be a bigger challenge and require more on-going attentiveness
than the authoritarian model (“Just do what the teacher says”) or the community
model (“self-help, co-dependent, everything is everything”). The post-modern model
will require mutual agreements between all parties and, as such, does not lend itself
to handy packaging or mindless mass-consumption. Agreements are not laws—they
are guiding reminders of the group’s unifying purpose. If being bluntly honest with
oneself and others is to be one of the primary goals, then that should be done by
agreement.

The post-modern model provides a superior framework on which to build
accountability, transparency and mindfulness for everyone concerned.
February 26, 2011 9:34 AM

genkaku said...
Let's all tread lightly when it comes to "superior models." :)
February 26,2011 9:38 AM

Anonymous said...

Come on, doesn't all this model depend on who we are talking about? If it was
Rinzai, maybe I would be willing to postulate and take some jibes, but if it was Eido,
no thanks. On the same thinking, Michael Roach from the Tibetan tradition is a
huggy warmy feely tantric type who is into equality but learn Zen with him? No
thanks!

I really think you guys are kidding yourselves with these perfect model illusions.
Show me a perfect model and I'll show you my ass. Only joking :) But not about the
model.

February 26,2011 9:42 AM

UB said...

or keep dragging your feet in the mud of useless outdated models....treading
through the mud takes some energy and effort, and requires a determination not
found in "treading lightly". :)

Dosho hits the nail on the head....the old will die with their old models of authority,
the hipsters will continue to go to the "rainbow festivals", but those with foresight
and courage will adobt a model of sharing the Dharma face to face without hierarchy
or blissful oneness.....

That definition of insanity that became so popular is " doing the same thing over and
over and expecting different results.”" Seems appropriate in this situation.

February 26,2011 9:49 AM

Get with the times said...
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Ok do away with the word model, and imagine that it means "approach”. The old
approach (authoritarian ) isn't working, and everyone is doubting its effectiveness.
The community approach has shown a inability to have people realize their own
way/path. Dosho is suggesting in the post modern world that something effective
CAN be implemented. Try it. Grow up! Let transformation be part of your existence.
Learn to "be a lamp unto yourself", and then speak honestly and spontaneously to
everyone including authority figures and all your friends and family. Sounds like
that is what the "Buddha" taught...why avoid it?

February 26,2011 9:56 AM

genkaku said...
Try it. Grow up!

If we were grown up, why would we mess with something called "Buddhism?"
February 26,2011 10:02 AM

Start it UP! said...
genkaku said...

"Let's all tread lightly when it comes to "superior models." :)"

Ok lets put that in context to all the run down, obsolete dharmas in our world. An
old car, rusting, leaking oil, won't start regularly, bald tires, and basically unfit to
drive. We need to have a car to get to where we are going. Do we "tread lightly" in
looking for a new car? Ridiculous. You go out and get something that works,
immediately if you have the means. So your statement is a derivative of believing we
do not have the means to develop something new. To do away with that which
doesn't work, and start something that does. That really doesn't say much for the
trust in the people who are currently disgusted with the way things are operating.
personally have a lot more trust that people can change and that their intelligence is
such that they can do so without deliberating endlessly about the pro's and con's of
inactivity.

February 26,2011 10:09 AM

Hippocrates said...
Ask Mr. Port about his sleeping with his senior student....
February 26,2011 10:13 AM

Get with the times said...
genkaku said...
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"Try it. Grow up!”
"If we were grown up, why would we mess with something called "Buddhism?"

Are you serious? Have you witnessed the growth of a human being? From infancy to
childhood and then to adolescence, and young adult hood, to a mature adult?
Sounds like the Buddhism you practice is not working for you. Otherwise you would
see how things mature. :)

So if all the current teachers are just infants playing in their playpen, what qualifies
them to teach Buddhism?

Oh, that lazy chair is feeling sooooo good right now isn't it. :) Soon senility will creep
in and then you will truly have then "Don't give a shit mind." or whatever the
zennest's are calling it these days.

February 26,2011 10:17 AM

Get with the times said...
Oh yea, "The don't know mind". Sheeeeze....
February 26,2011 10:18 AM

The Witch factor said...
Hippocrates said...

"Ask Mr. Port about his sleeping with his senior student...."

Why, they might love each other, why don't YOU ask him, like its' YOUR business?
What if the community knows. Whats wrong with it then? IS he sup[posed to be
celibate? How puritanical.

February 26,2011 10:22 AM

post-modern said...
"Ask Mr. Port about his sleeping with his senior student.... "

Occurred under one of the old models, no doubt.

This is the sort of thing that a healthy organization should be able to bring to the
table immediately without secrecy, gossip, speculation, or worrying that one will be
thrown out or somehow punished for questioning it. If Dosho, or any other teacher,
has sex issues (and it sounds like about 30% of adult males have trouble controlling
their sexual impulses), then why not talk openly and honestly about how to deal
with it? Set up agreements as to how this will be handled. Find out if this is part of a
pattern of abuse. Establish accountability. Many people seem to feel that the sex act
itself is not so much the problem as is the abuse and secrecy.

February 26,2011 10:25 AM
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whatever works said...
"Ask Mr. Port about his sleeping with his senior student...."

Huh!???!!l Are you saying that this is yet ONE MORE INSTANCE of sex abuse in the
Zen clergy???

Instead of trying to list the teachers who are abusing their students, it might be
easier to list those who aren't--a much shorter list, apparently....
February 26,2011 10:29 AM

Wash your hands said...

You know, this business of posting ethics statements in every zendo reminds me of
the signs you see posted in restaurants that read “Employees: please wash hands
after using toilet.” As though it should even be necessary to say that! And just as
disturbing is the reality that those instructions are largely ignored.

February 26,2011 11:03 AM

whatever works said...

Those signs in restaurants are only meant to put the clientele at ease. Everyone
knows that food handlers who don't know enough to automatically wash their
hands after wiping their ass are not suddenly going to be careful because
management posted a sign.

February 26,2011 11:18 AM

Someday... said...
On ZF], "El Gatito" posts a piece by Nonin about intimacy of the non-sexual variety.
http://www.prairiewindzen.org/intimacy.html

Now that Nonin has mastered the ability to experience intimacy with inanimate
objects (newspapers, jackets, tea cups and doors), he can graduate to experiencing
intimacy with the human beings who post their unorthodox views and questions to
ZF1. Someday, perhaps, he will view such posts as an opportunity to foster intimacy,
rather than viewing them as a threat to his livelihood. Someday, he will see that
censorship, deletion of controversial posts, and the practice of banning members are
all contrary to the cultivation of intimacy. Someday...

February 26,2011 11:57 AM

ZFl is Totalitarian said...
Intamcy! What a crock! Well its' happened again. ZFI has deleted a post by "Island”
because she stated that she was quiting the site because it had nothing to do with
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Buddhism. She had 1036 posts and probably was /is one of the most compassionate
people and true practitioners of Buddhism I have ever read. This kind of censorship
borders on authoritarianism/totalitarianism with moderators all holding a party
line, with no one able to speak their mind without the threat of being chastised, post
deleted, or banned forever. Who would want to participate in such a close minded
environment.

The reason I know this is because i read her post early this morning, and i went back
to see if there were any comments to it... POOF! VANISHED! NON EXISTENT! not the
party line.

Island, if you possibly read this please respond. I would like to keep in touch with
you somehow.
February 26,2011 12:05 PM

genkaku said...

ZF1 is totalitarian -- You can send Beth a private message on ZFI.
February 26,2011 12:34 PM

whatever works said...
"ZFl is totalitarian -- You can send Beth a private message on ZFL."

Only doable if "ZFI is totalitarian" hasn't been banned from ZFI.
February 26,2011 12:40 PM

Shodo said...

[ just listened to a really good Dharma talk by Geoffry Shugen Arnold from

ZMM /Fire Lotus Temple... it was all about the goings on with Eido and Genpo. The
Koan was called: "Guishan's Do Not Betray Others"

(By the way they just had Mondo's at the NYC temple and the monastery addressing
all this as well.)

The whole talk was in my opinion excellent... and there was one part that addressed
the statement that had so many people scratching their heads, and I thought [ would
share it:

"... there are many reasons why a person can turn against themselves; can betray
others. Can violate their vows, can violate another.

One of the reasons that was being thrown around was that one teacher was
"Dwelling in the Absolute"...

(audible sound of laughter)

Like... like it's a place!

(laughter)
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Like... I'll give you directions!
And you can go there and dwell too!
[ mean... this is nonsense.

[tis not a "thing", it is not a "place".
No one dwells there.

It is not an "it"!

.. And yet, it is real.

February 26,2011 12:48 PM

ZF1 is Totalitarian said...
genkaku said...

"ZFI is totalitarian -- You can send Beth a private message on ZFL."

Thanks genkaku for the advice. Unfortunately I wouldn't log onto that site for all the
tea in China. :)
February 26,2011 12:48 PM

Former ZFI said...
"Private" messages on ZFI are anything but private... they can be read by the mods...
February 26,2011 1:10 PM

I am Curious (Red) said...

Shodo said...

"I just listened to a really good Dharma talk by Geoffry Shugen Arnold from

ZMM /Fire Lotus Temple... it was all about the goings on with Eido and Genpo. The
Koan was called: "Guishan's Do Not Betray Others" "

Shodo, was the talk recorded? Is it available to the public? Is there a link?

BTW -- While I'd like to hear his remarks, off hand it sounds too much like Shugen is
getting off on word games for the laughs.
February 26,2011 1:15 PM

Shodo said...

Im sorry... [t wasn't delivered with that intent... it was just a small snippet of a 45
minute talk.

[ probably shouldn't have done it really, a statement without any context could be
taken in an infinite amount of ways.

[t was just helpful to me, I hoped that it may be helpful for others.
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February 26,2011 1:25 PM

Christopher said...

Speaking of "dwelling in the Absolute": To Shimano's credit, I cannot recall his
supporters claiming that he was "ever at ease" anywhere OTHER than in the
"unconditioned realm" ... for example in that more mundane realm in which people
have feelings, don't like being cheated on and lied to, etc.

Admittedly he's still a bit shaky in that one.
February 26,2011 2:58 PM

silencenotgolden said...

Shodo,

Thanks for the smiles from Shugen's talk. He's got a good head on his shoulders and
a sense of humor that sometimes reminds me of Mr. Aitken ;))

[ hope they put the talk online.
February 26,2011 8:07 PM

CSSF said...
The Committee for Sangha Stepping Forth has an update on the facilitators for the
March 20th meeting in NYC.

The meeting will now be co-facilitated by Barry Magrid and Grace Schireson.

For more details, please check our web site:
http://www.sanghasteppingforth.com/

Thank you.
February 27,2011 10:50 AM

Christopher said...
If I'm not mistaken, the gentleman's name is Barry Magid, not Magrid.
February 27,2011 11:20 AM

CSSF said...
"If I'm not mistaken, the gentleman's name is Barry Magid, not Magrid."

We apologize.

Thanks so much, Christopher -- it has been changed on our web site.
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February 27,2011 12:00 PM

Leary of Pyschobabble said...

CSSF said...

The Committee for Sangha Stepping Forth has an update on the facilitators for the
March 20th meeting in NYC.

The meeting will now be co-facilitated by Barry Magrid and Grace Schireson.

For more details, please check our web site:
http://www.sanghasteppingforth.com/

['ve checked that web site a couple of times already. It doesn't say much:

"The purpose of this meeting is to come together as a Sangha in a safe environment
to understand what we've all been going through: to define it, to acknowledge our
suffering and to find ways of healing."

Please elaborate if you can.
February 27,2011 2:34 PM

Cautious said...

What are the potential legal liabilities for Shimano victims who take part in the
proposed CSSF program?

February 27,2011 5:23 PM

CSSF said...

Thank you for your great question, it has come up in our discussions. It is of utmost
importance that everyone who attends this meeting be protected by confidentiality.
We are working with Grace and Barry on how to provide for this privacy.

As for a particular schedule, we are still fine tuning it. But, there will be introductory
presentations from Grace and Barry framing some of the issues that we have been
dealing with. Everyone will have a voice (if they choose) and an opportunity for
open discussion.

The goal of the meeting is to ease some of the suffering that we have been going
through. Both Grace and Barry are Zen practitioners who

bring a psychological understanding to what has happened in our Sangha and the
Buddhist Sangha at large. We feel there is great healing power in facing these issues
together as a group, we also realize that we can’t cover everything in one meeting.
But, it is a start and a very important first step.
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The response has been incredibly supportive and encouraging and as we finalize a
schedule we will post it here.
February 27,2011 8:27 PM

Even More Curious said...
How can you possibly protect confidentiality at a public meeting?
February 27,2011 10:08 PM

madame secretary said...
If anyone takes notes, they'll end up in the Shimano Archive.
February 28,2011 12:23 PM

CSSF said...
Dear Curious and More Curious,

You're right, there is no absolute guarantee for anything, even if we decide to ask
everyone in attendance to sign a letter of confidentiality. At some point there has to
be a level of trust and we are hoping that the participants (and we know everyone
who has signed up so far) will be with us on the same page. We are working to
ensure a level of confidentiality and a safe place to talk, anything that is said at the
meeting will be held in strictest confidence and not to be recorded, written down or
repeated.

February 28,2011 12:34 PM

Kobutsu said...

The notes may, or may not, wind up in the Archive, Madame Secretary. However,
they will definitely be "discoverable material” in a lawsuit, and will more than likely
wind up in open court.

February 28, 2011 6:36 PM

Upaya said...
Dudes,
A lawsuit is something that I can almost guarantee will never happen.

[ support a meeting of Sangha members to come together to educate themselves and
learn about what has happened.

Don't you get it? We've followed a tradition over 2500 years old that has been
passed down from teacher to teacher and now arrives in this country...
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We could do something positive here -
Not one single Zen center that I know of has not had these issues in common.

Give the ZSS Sangha and the meeting by CSS support and agree that their intention
to stand up and speak out will be protected by all of us - for the good.
February 28,2011 8:03 PM

Perry Mason said...
Upaya said...

"A lawsuit is something that I can almost guarantee will never happen.”

How can anyone guarantee that? So you want to "almost guarantee" might as well
keep quite than type nonsense, especially potentially detrimental to one's legal
position!

BTW -- What about a 2500 year old tradition? Certainly you are not referring to
what you learned from Shimano. For example Shimano taught that the precepts
were to be disregarded and were only for the "little people." Other times "Mr.
Mandala" just made stuff up. You'd learn more about Buddhism in an academic
setting.

February 28,2011 8:38 PM

Mr Mandala is nothing special said...

Mr Mandala abused many people not only women sexually, but men too - both
emotionally and psychologically. He seemed worst to those closest to him, meaning
his nuns and monks. One day last year when [ was sitting at NYZ there were about 6
of us sitting on a Wednesday night. Shimano stood up took the stick and walked
down the line hitting everyone whether they asked for it or not. It was not a hit of
encouragement it was a hit of utter anger. [ understand that Zen uses the stick, but
this so-called awakened fellow was no different then my father abusing me- there
was nothing enlightening about it. He used anger and he beat his monk the hardest
and most. [ asked the monk later whether he had asked for the keisaku or not and he
said no, that Shimano had been angry with him and in a bad mood the whole day.
When I asked him if he thought that Shimano had taken out his anger on us he said,
"Of course he did, I've been with him a long time I know him."

['ve never been back since.

March 1, 2011 9:07 AM

genkaku said...
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Six people on a Wednesday night. Times certainly have changed ... or maybe [ am
just idealizing the past.
March 1, 2011 9:15 AM

A Million Thanks said...
Zazen is not for the faint of heart. It involves mucho amounts of pain; the whack of
the stick a kiss in comparison.

There are plenty of other practices around. Maybe zazen isn't for you.
March 1, 2011 9:22 AM

Shodo said...

A Million Thanks said:

"Zazen is not for the faint of heart. It involves mucho amounts of pain; the whack of
the stick a kiss in comparison.

There are plenty of other practices around. Maybe zazen isn't for you."

What kind of zen are you practicing?
March 1,2011 10:17 AM

genkaku said...

When I departed from the Kingdom of Eido, I was pretty much used to and enjoyed
getting whacked hard by the keisaku. It was like a cheap-date massage for tensed
muscles. Since its use is partly based on bringing attention back to the matter at
hand, well, it seemed to do that as well.

But my subsequent teacher, Kyudo Nakagawa, was very modest with his strikes.
Very middling stuff by comparison to the past. At first, it irritated me ... it felt
sissified. Getting hit hard seemed to accord with my elevated, Marine Corps view of
practice. Later [ came to appreciate that just a small reminder to pay attention could
be a very large help.

March 1,2011 10:50 AM

Christopher said...
"just a small reminder to pay attention"

Not to mention that the keisaku isn't there to vent aggression on people who don't
ask for it. That is the domain of first-year monks, not supposed Zen masters.
March 1, 2011 10:59 AM
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Christopher said...

By the way, I just had a good laugh at this: Genpo Merzel is now referring to himself
as a "retired buddhist priest". The parallels to the Shimano debacle
("resignation/retirement" newspeak) are thus complete...

http://www.genpomerzel.com/
March 1, 2011 11:59 AM

For the Love of Spanking said...
"A "stick" in time, saves nine."
March 1,2011 12:06 PM

Bad Hair Day said...
Christopher said...
"Genpo Merzel is now referring to himself as a "retired buddhist priest".

[ think it actually reads "retarded buddhist priest." :)
March 1,2011 12:18 PM

Massage /message at any cost said...
genkaku said...

"Getting hit hard seemed to accord with my elevated, Marine Corps view of
practice."

[ can just picture Mr. Siddharta going from house to house with his begging bowl,
Knock Knock, Yes?, Siddharta replies, "l am a simple monk who stays alive by the
offerings of food that others can spare. Do you have any food you can spare?

No, we are too poor even to feed our own family.

So Siddharta pulls out his zen stick and bashes the poor fellow several times for not
paying him due respect and says " Now next time you will have something for me,
and you will pay attention to any monk who comes to your door. Don't be alarmed
by me beating you with the stick, someday in about 1500 years this technique will
be know as a part of Zen Buddhism, of which [ am the founder! Gassho

Being a Conscientious Objector during the Viet Nam war, if anybody walked up to
me while i was sitting or lying down and hit me with a stick i would get up and take
the stick and hit them back. What the hell does hitting someone have to do with
"being a lamp unto yourself'? Sounds more like a Michael Vick technique than
compassion. If the person is having problems "concentrating”, just get a bigger stick!
Capital punishment in the church, do they still let that stuff go on?

March 1, 2011 12:46 PM
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genkaku said...
Hi MM -- Of course anything -- that's anything -- can be put to poor uses.

The keisaku is a part of Zen tradition as [ understand it. These days, in my
experience, no one gets hit without asking to be hit... though this was not always
true in monasteries of the past.

My experience was that the keisaku was another piece of advertising ... like a statue
or a gong or a piece of incense. Given my own uncertainties, | was grateful for a
whole panoply of advertising. ['m sure others were not so wobbly as I was, but they
must have wobbled a little ... why else would anyone be interested in Buddhism?

Buddhism is like candy bars displayed in the seven-eleven stores: You buy the one
you find most to your taste. Don't like it? Don't buy it. Sometimes it's a toss-up as to
which is more foolish -- wielding the keisaku or wielding the righteousness of
"compassion." :)

March 1,2011 1:01 PM

Not Nonin Zen Students Society Director of Public Relations said...
Zen Wire.

This just in.

Regarding the Wednesday night keisaku episode, the abbot of Zen Studies Society
has just release this press release:

"Ever abiding in the absolute, founder Eido Tai Shimano, Uber-Roshi, is unsparing in
his efforts to drive us to see our True Nature. It has been alleged that Reverend
Shimano severely beat students with the Keisaku purely out of anger. First, it must
be pointed out that the use of the Keisaku can be used at the discretion of the
meditation leaders in Authentic Zen Buddhism (tm). Second, how can a mere
student assess the mood of an Authenic Rinzai Zen Master (tm) with the Deeply
Pentrating Dharma Eye (tm)? Sincere Zen students know that is a very
presumptuous act. Third, Reverend Shimano has stated that during zazen many
people experience many things in their minds including very deluded thoughts. He
alleges that those students were actually angry at themselves for remaining in the
darkness of ignorance and since they are still abiding in the darkness and going
astray further and further into the darkness, they have projected their negative
emotions onto him. He forgives them of this.

"Nevertheless the board will be addressing these allegations in a timely manner and
will form a subcommittee to investigation any allegations of violence. Rev. Fujin will
be in charge of the investigation."
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March 1, 2011 1:19 PM

M&amp;M said...

genkaku said...

"Sometimes it's a toss-up as to which is more foolish -- wielding the keisaku or
wielding the righteousness of "compassion." :)

OK, point understood, but what if we were to take out the word you used above
"righteousness”, and then read the sentence. Then there is definitely is some
confusion about right action, at least for me there is. There are a thousand ways to
help people understand without hitting them.

The other real weird thing is that you say people ask to be hit, WHY? Is this a sado-
masochistic thing? Do the priests have whips and spiked dog collars too, and take
you to the dungeon for your "lesson"?

March 1, 2011 2:49 PM

Reverend T. Roosevelt said...
"Speak softly, but carry a BIG STICK"
March 1, 2011 4:03 PM

South of de Border said...
They play pinata zen....hit them hard enough and you never know what will come
out.

March 1, 2011 4:08 PM

genkaku said...

MM -- Let me assure you that any critique you might bring to bear on the keisaku or
any other aspect of Zen practice is a critique the average practicing Zen student has
"been there, done that." Doubts and criticisms swirl ... now what?

I cannot defend the keisaku intellectually or emotionally. Such a defense would just
turn into a pissing contest, although I don't doubt that there are very good
explanations ... that never quite manage to explain.

My experience: It's not as if someone is constantly threatening you with a stick.
Getting hit happens occasionally during prolonged sitting. And during that
prolonged zazen, the mind wanders, fidgets, waxes wise, grows sad, wallows in
morality, longs for a Big Mac ... pick your poison. As a result of this very human
activity, the zendo offers various encouragements to get where you are ... right here,
right now. Incense, chanting, bowing, walking all assist the focus to this time and
place. The keisaku, in my experience, is just an assistant. And, as an added benefit,
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assuming the person wielding the keisaku knows what s/he's doing, it feels good ...
sort of like a quickie massage.

Anyway, I can sympathize with your doubts and can't pretend I know how to clear
them up. My vote is just, it works. But like all things that work, it can be badly used
or badly appreciated.

FWIW
March 1, 2011 4:20 PM

Self-Torture said...
M&M said...
"Is this a sadomasochistic thing?"

The stick is employed when a student 's mind starts to wander. The student forgets
the very reason they are sitting in perfect posture. Fantasy starts intruding into
their mind, and if this were to happen outside the Zendo, bad karma would a result
of their undisciplined mind.

A good example of this has been depicted in the famous Wile. E. Roshi.....

"He becomes so single-minded, so fixated on his pursuit of Road Runner that he
forgets his original, gastronomic intentions and has become determined to catch the
Road Runner to preserve what is left of his dignity, and fails constantly to consider
Murphy's Law, even as he attempts schemes that by all standards of credibility
cannot possibly succeed: trying to fly in a poorly-fitting Superman costume, or
encasing himself inside of a steel ball of random trajectory, or fixing an arrowhead
onto his nose and sling-shooting himself at the Road Runner, or using a wheeled
helmet on a wire to ride upside down off of a cliff. The ACME materials that he
utilizes become more and more fantastic, like tornado seeds, earthquake pills,
dehydrated boulders, an ice-making machine, and a jet-powered unicycle, and all fail
by necessity of their one possible fallibility, which Wile E. never anticipates."

March 1, 2011 4:36 PM

UB said...

Do you really think that Siddharta the "Buddha” went around hitting his students or
ANYBODY? Come on, this is another example of fabricated religious ritual. Dharma
transmission that goes all the way back 2000 years in an unbroken lineage, the
priests is enlightened, you aren't, so they can abuse you. Hitting is abuse. This crap
has got to cease.

March 1, 2011 4:47 PM

The Facts said...
"Corporal punishment is a kind of physical punishment that involves the deliberate
infliction of pain to deter attitudes or behaviour deemed unacceptable. The term
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usually refers to methodically striking the offender with an implement, whether in
judicial, domestic, or educational settings."

"It has been officially outlawed in 29 countries."”
from ...

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporal_punishment
March 1, 2011 4:56 PM

genkaku said...
Like I said ... a pissing contest.
March 1, 2011 5:00 PM

UB said...
genkaku said...

"Like I said ... a pissing contest."”

No it is not. No one is right or wrong. Some people like the idea, some people do not.
But, we are in a thread that has to do with abuse. Are we going to start edging to the
side that the victims enjoy and want the abuse? Hitting, sexually touching, etc.... It
gets closer to saying instead of going to a certified Zen master might as well go to a
dominatrix. Lets not fool ourselves here. Some people get off on it, the same way you
described the candy bars. But, lets call a spade a spade. It is a reversion to early
childhood, to be dominated by someone more powerful that will put you in line.
Thats why they draft kids who are 18, not 29 years old. When your an adult ( most
of the time ) you can function without being dominated or told what to do.

If this is a pissing contest you win hands down, i want nothing to do with this stuff.
March 1, 2011 6:15 PM

its a long one said...
5,355 is ariver of piss.
March 1, 2011 6:38 PM

Shodo said...

Guys come on... I think zen centers where the monitor is able to hit folks with the
keusaku without the person asking for it is very very rare.

At all the places that I have been to, [ have only ever seen the keusaku used on
people who put their hands in gassho, asking to be hit - because they are feeling
sleepy, shoulders are sore etc...
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[ have never... never heard of any place where the keusaku is used as some kind of
wanna-be samurai macho thing... Don't throw out this useful tool because there was
an asshole wielding it at DBZ.

March 1, 2011 7:23 PM

its a long one said...
Genjo's latest teisho Shuzan and a Staff ends with these words.

"If you ask me, is this a staff?, [ say, Yes it is. In Japanese, it is a shippei.”

A shippei symbolizes a zen master's authority and it can be used to discipline by
striking a monk with it.
March 1, 2011 8:29 PM

Indebted to the ancestors said...

It works. You folks need to find another practice other than zazen; and, good luck to
you, I meant that. [ don't know what your doing here. If you do sesshin regularly,
you would know keisaku is essential and has nothing to do with "abuse". When Bob
or Betty gets struck down the line, I react too, I feel its effect, it effects me, wakes me
up too, straightens my back, and,--it has an effect on the whole room of sitters, not
just Bob or Betty who is being struck. Really, I don't know why you're on a zen blog.
This stick has been used for centuries. It works. I can't imagine sesshin without one.
This is Japanese Zen, if you don't like it (obviously many of you don't) join
Krishnamurti's group or some other form of practice.

March 1,2011 9:33 PM

Shodo said...
its a long one said:
"Genjo's latest teisho Shuzan and a Staff ends with these words.

"If you ask me, is this a staff?, [ say, Yes it is. In Japanese, it is a shippei.”

A shippei symbolizes a zen master's authority and it can be used to discipline by
striking a monk with it."

Be careful about the context here...

Because all i see Genjo saying is that a stick is a stick. Not a stick is a stick and im
going to beat the shit out of you with it.

March 1,2011 10:00 PM

Kobutsu said...
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A new addition to the archive: An Email From Robert Aitken, Rodaishi to Stuart
Lachs, Dated: 09/07/06

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20110228_Aitken_Lachs.pdf
March 1,2011 11:50 PM

No meditation or ritual said...
Indebted to the ancestors said...

"It works. You folks need to find another practice other than zazen; and, good luck to
you, I meant that. [ don't know what your doing here."

What you think and feel zazen practice to be, is way different than what some others
think zazen practice is. It is not sitting in a Zendo being hit by teachers and priests
for many people. For some zen Buddhism is a short path to practice the Buddha's
Dharma all the time, everywhere. To assume it is sitting in session in lotus position,
asking to be hit if your mind wanders or you might fall asleep is far from "what it is"
for many others.

So we have every right to be HERE on this thread trying to find a way to rid
American zen of abusive priests and teachers.

Having practiced Chan Buddhism for over 20 years ( and having meditated for about
ayear ) I can attest to its' effectiveness in everyday living, without formal
meditation or seeing a qualified certified zen master. So just because some of us do
not fit into the cookie cutter model of popularized institutionalized American Zen
model, doesn't mean that we do not have a practice, and it disturbs us when
someone judges us by that imported model.

Many "certified" teachers have disrobed and left their "order" not because of
scandal, but because they have seen and experienced zen as a part of their every
waking moment in life, and seen how the institutional rituals get in the way of
understanding zen for what it truly is. Which is not following rituals, though many
still think that is what it is. Some people have a need for these ritualistic versions of
the Buddha Dharma. Fine, but that is where the abuse is happening for some reason,
and it seems like a small epidemic. So that is why we are here, to suggest that people
can move away from the institutional model of power and abuse and useless ritual if
they so desire. When they do they are assured that they will not be mistreated by
priests and teachers who fabricate lineage and authority to rule it over another

person.
March 2, 2011 6:50 AM

genkaku said...

Some people have a need for these ritualistic versions of the Buddha Dharma. Fine,
but that is where the abuse is happening for some reason, and it seems like a small
epidemic.
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So if we get rid of the "ritualistic versions," we will get rid of the epidemic ... is that
the suggestion?
March 2, 2011 7:54 AM

Christopher said...
"This stick has been used for centuries. It works. I can't imagine sesshin without

one.

[ hate to say this, but perhaps you might want to reconsider your imaginary idea of
sesshin. For example, I haven't asked for the keisaku in years. Amazingly enough,
that works too.

March 2, 2011 7:55 AM

whatever works said...
"So if we get rid of the "ritualistic versions," we will get rid of the epidemic ... is that
the suggestion? "

Removing the emphasis on hierarchy and authoritarianism would be a start, since
those seem to be key to the ubiquity of abuse in many instances, both in the Zen
community and in the broader context. Of course, there are abusers and abused in
all walks of life--that dynamic will never disappear. But all reasonable efforts should
be made to reduce its likelihood in *Buddhist practice places*.

March 2, 2011 8:18 AM

Hui Neng knew instantly said...
genkaku said...

"So if we get rid of the "ritualistic versions," we will get rid of the epidemic ... is that
the suggestion?”

The institutional version is not going away soon, because some people need it. But,
much light and knowledge can be disseminated about the fabrications and abuse of
power that many zen masters, priests, and teachers seem to get stuck in.

There is no suggestion to do anything, it is up to every individual person to make up
their own mind what is right for them. The exposure that your blog, and many other
bloggers have allowed to take place, plus the Shimano archives, and the New York
Times article about zen scandals, are all helping to educate a very ill informed public
about zen, and institutional Buddhism.

Like any form of discrimination it takes time for people to wake up to their
delusions and fabricated beliefs. This time we are going through is just the
beginning of exposing the hypocrisy that is so damaging to the manufactured zen
approach. It will take time for people to realize none of the rituals are necessary,
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and that the institutional version of all Buddhism is a substitute for the real thing.
But the glass shield has been busted....still today after 100 years women still are not
equal to men in many regards. Go figure.

March 2, 2011 8:20 AM

Homage to the ancestors said...
"What you think and feel zazen practice to be, is way different than what some
others ..’

Indeed, this is so. I am not Hui Neng.

I need to sit with an erect spine, stretched spine, Nothing needs to be added to this,
In time the center of gravity shifts lower and lower, the spine also makes
adjustments as this center shifts. And as it does energy channels open, delusions,
mental fabrications are naturally dispelled--one enters samadhi, ever deepening. At
this point, right concentration in needed. For some koans, breath work, mu--
whatever works to keep focused, is necessary---there and then, you're on your way.

Thank you Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and all ancestors.
March 2, 2011 8:47 AM

Living Zen said...

"A Buddhist monk came to India, and after many years he went back to Japan. His
master asked him: What have you learned in India? The monk sat in a buddha
posture, closed his eyes and became completely calm and still. The master laughed
and said: We already have too many stone buddhas here. Get out from here! There is
no need for any more stone buddhas."

Some "Buddhas" can walk and chew gum and that same time. :)
March 2,2011 12:45 PM

Great Thanks, cont. said...

As ancestor Nyogen said--"Be satisfied with your own head, don't put any false
heads above your own."

And yes," minute after minute," (chew gum, if you like, though it rots the teeth)
"watch your steps carefully.”

Soen Roshi once pointed to a beautiful stone buddha saying, "that is national
treasure”, then pointing to the person sitting in front of him said, "you are the living
bodhisattva.".
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And weeks later as he was leaving New York during his last visit, was asked, "Do you
think you'll come back to America again?", replied, something like, "Its not so
important”, then, he hit his hara, "this is more important-- practice!"

March 2, 2011 2:03 PM

English please? said...
What's a hara?
March 2, 2011 2:18 PM

whatever works said...

"Soen Roshi once pointed to a beautiful stone buddha saying, "that is national
treasure”, then pointing to the person sitting in front of him said, "you are the living
bodhisattva.". "

Hope he wasn't pointing to Eido Shimano....

"And weeks later as he was leaving New York during his last visit, was asked, "Do
you think you'll come back to America again?", replied, something like, "Its not so
important" "

Oh, SURE! Just leave us westerners to clean up your toxic karmic legacy while you go
"practice"!
March 2, 2011 2:19 PM

English please? said...
wiki says hara means...

* Hara (band), a Romanian pop-band

* Hara (Bible), a Biblical name

* Hara (company), a Japanese sake company

* Hara (film), a forthcoming Indian 3D computer animated historical drama film

* Hara (genus), a synonym for Erethistes, a fish genus in the order Siluriformes

* Hara (Hinduism), a disambiguation page

* Hara (tanden) (f§), a Japanese martial art term referring to the stomach

* 4640 Hara, a main-belt asteroid

* Hara Boarazaitl, a legendary mountain in Persian mythology

* Hara Huna Kingdom, an ancient Chinese tribe close to Himalayas mentioned in the
epic Mahabharata

* Avicennia marina, a species of mangrove known as the hara tree in southern Iran
* aword and name meaning joy in Greek language

* the word used for feces in Maltese language

* the word for greens in Hindi language
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* the word for pen, coop or pigsty in Latin

so he hit his stomach? or was it his hara sake bottle? :)
March 2, 2011 2:27 PM

weird zen said...
The great zen master said "This is great practice, hitting your hara with a keusaku!"
March 2, 2011 2:30 PM

Mucho Gracias said...
[ thought this was a zen blog. But here the definition of hara:

From Wiki:

In speaking of the lower of the three points, the term dantian is often used
interchangeably with the Japanese word hara (f§; Chinese: f1) which means simply
"belly"”. In Chinese and Japanese tradition, it is considered the physical center of
gravity of the human body and is the seat of one's internal energy (qi). A master of
calligraphy, swordsmanship, tea ceremony, martial arts, among other arts, is held in

the Japanese tradition to be "acting from the hara.
March 2, 2011 3:59 PM

Domo arigato said...
"Oh, SURE! Just leave us westerners to clean up your toxic karmic legacy while you
go "practice"!"

He meant us westerners, not himself. We must go on practicing. We will get through
this. Stay positive, keep practicing...
March 2, 2011 4:06 PM

UB said...
Mucho Gracias said...

"I thought this was a zen blog. But here the definition of hara:"

Yes, very curious. Unless the zen practitioner is of the Bushido warrior class. I have
heard it was quite the philosophy of the warrior class in Japan, thus the emphasis on
martial arts, archery, and in the acts that one does.

This is quite different than the story of Hui-Neng or Bankei who were seeking the
meaning of their life and found it in an instant. In fact Bankei told his audiences to
stop meditating and doing all the ineffective "zen devices" such as answering rote
koans. He told them that they were already Buddhas right now, you need do nothing
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to realize it. He tried to spare them all the useless sitting zazen and other rituals that
waste their time.
But some people like the hard way, i guess so they have something to brag about, or

maybe to become better and stronger than other people. Some people never learn.
March 2, 2011 4:31 PM

whatever works said...
"He meant us westerners, not himself."

So WE'RE the ones who need to practice, even though he's the one who, in his
infinitely profound discernment, annointed Shimano as his successor? Okey-
dokey...sure would like to get in on that unconditional brand of dharma
transmissison! How much do I need to donate to ZSS?

March 2, 2011 4:37 PM

I give you my mother! She virgin! said...
"How much do [ need to donate to ZSS? "

Ass, gas or grass...nobody rides for free.
March 2, 2011 4:42 PM

Get it Right said...
The Dharma Transmissiopn went terribly wrong with Shimano, the words were said
and in the final act Soen touched Eido's hands, so he ended up with "ever

unconditional garb any girl he wants" transmission. ooops.
March 2, 2011 4:45 PM

Useless hara said...

So that is what Shimano did unconditionally? Garb girls? That really is something to
braG about! :) He is #1 ladies man! He acted from his hara, but got that wrong too,
his brain is centered a little lower than that.

March 2, 2011 4:49 PM

UB said...
Domo arigato said...
"Stay positive, keep practicing..."

What kind of Buddhist practice is this? Stay positive? Is this the Oprah Winfrey
version of new age Buddhism?

[ thought when one comes to understand their own Buddha nature/mind they see
things as they are, neither positive or negative. When it comes to Shimano what
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could anyone see that was positive? I mean you do not even need to be negative to
evaluate this tragedy of a Zen Master (tm).
March 2, 2011 4:57 PM

Garage mechanic said...
All that happened to Shimano is his transmission (tm) ran out of fluid!
March 2, 2011 5:05 PM

Click and Clack, the Tappert Bros. said...
"All that happened to Shimano is his transmission (tm) ran out of fluid!"

He's got problems with his governor, brakes and universal joints, too. (Sorry, I'm
sure you tire of this.)
March 2, 2011 5:17 PM

Merci Beaucoup said...

"This is quite different than the story of Hui-Neng or Bankei who were seeking the
meaning of their life and found it in an instant. In fact Bankei told his audiences to
stop meditating and doing all the ineffective "zen devices" such as answering rote
koans. He told them that they were already Buddhas right now, you need do nothing
to realize it. He tried to spare them all the useless sitting zazen and other rituals that
waste their time."

These internal disputes have been going on within zen for millennium and longer,
and probably will continue. I think there were even battles fought over:
Sudden/Gradual; Northern/Southern; Passive sitting/Dynamic sitting, on and on.
You appear to represent the sudden, instantaneous school enlightenment school of
zen--that's fine. By the way, Bankei and Huineng did not live in huts by themselves,
if my memory serves me right. They too were part of the 'big institution' that was
zen in their time, and were most likely bowing and lighting incense and chanting
sutras with the rest of them, don't you think?

["m glad for you UB, you realized your buddhahood without all the work, in an
instant. I don't mean to sound like a braggart, [ guess I"m just a little slow. It will
take me some time: it has taken me some time as I follow along on the path shown
to me by my ancestors. Don't know any other way to go at this point.

March 2,2011 5:20 PM

UB said...

Merci Beaucoup said...

"I"m glad for you UB, you realized your buddhahood without all the work, in an
instant. I don't mean to sound like a braggart, [ guess ["m just a little slow."
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My practice is ongoing, insights come and go. HuiNeng and Bankei had great insights
suddenly, and they were a part of a larger Sangha eventually. Bankei was pretty
rebellious though, refusing to do what the rest of the monks were doing. You are
correct in understanding the gradual vs sudden schools throughout history. I make
too much of it sometimes but I am so used to the people i am around "fish slapping”
each other....it is all in the spirit of wishing the other person the very best.

This is not a pissing contest. You have been honest, so have 1. That is the best we
can do. But, this particular thread on genkaku's forum is about Eido Shimano and
the repercussions. It seems like it is almost over as far as Shimano goes, even though
some are pursuing law suits. What I am working at is bringing the Dharma to the
people without an intermediary ( priest, teacher, authentic lineage holder ) which to
me are all fabrications of the institution. Speaking the truth to those in power.
Taking back the night ( zen). If the ladies had not been so vulnerable and duped by
the fabrications of Shimano they probably would not of been abused, and if they
were would have spoken up immediately. That is what we are working here for.
Transparency, honesty, love, and understanding that transcends the fabrications of
deluded priests and teachers.

March 2, 2011 5:55 PM

Grazie Mille said...

What kind of Buddhist practice is this? Stay positive? Is this the Oprah Winfrey
version of new age Buddhism?

[ thought when one comes to understand their own Buddha nature/mind they see
things as they are, neither positive or negative. When it comes to Shimano what
could anyone see that was positive? I mean you do not even need to be negative to
evaluate this tragedy of a Zen Master (tm).

There is a pervasive mood in the zen school in America at this time that I interpret
as negative. People are pissed, and rightly so, and feel corruption is everywhere, not
just Eido's group. I don't, I'm feeling good about zen in America. Yeah, maybe
Oprah's has influenced me over the years. Stay positive folks, we will get through
this. U2, UB, keep your chin up.

March 2, 2011 5:58 PM

Shodo said...

whatever works said:

"So WE'RE the ones who need to practice, even though he's (Soen) the one who, in
his infinitely profound discernment, annointed Shimano as his successor? Okey-
dokey...sure would like to get in on that unconditional brand of dharma
transmissison!”

Well actually... the joke was on Eido - Soen never finalized Eido's transmission... he is
not listed as Soen's successor on the lineage charts in Japan.:)
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March 2, 2011 6:02 PM

UB said...
Grazie Mille said...

"Yeah, maybe Oprah's has influenced me over the years. Stay positive folks, we will
get through this. U2, UB, keep your chin up."

Zen can not disappear. It is the Dharma. Though it can not be put into words, it
pervades every niche of the universe. It has no quality, but when a human
encounters it, there is no question about its' validity. It never leaves me, or you, or
anybody. It encompasses everything we do in this life. It is only our ignorance that
deludes what it is every moment. Once one awakens there is nothing one can do to
go back to sleep.

To me it is quite apparent that many teachers who are "Dharma heirs, and/or
lineage holders have not experienced being awake. They are stuck in ritual and
institutional convention. They present a dog and pony show and sell their snake oil
to the unsuspecting innocent. These are the kind of people that Jesus drove out of
the temple with a whip. Was that love? You bet. Separating the wheat from the chaff,
with fierce determination to kick these fakirs out of business for good, so that
somehow they too might awake, because staying in their profession is keeping them
asleep.

March 2, 2011 6:20 PM

whatever works said...
"Well actually... the joke was on Eido - Soen never finalized Eido's transmission... he
is not listed as Soen's successor on the lineage charts in Japan.:) "

[ hear you, Shodo. But tell that to the ZSS, which continues to feature his photo on
their website under, I believe, the heading "What is Zen?".

As Joke-eh would say, "Thanks for practicing." ;)
March 2, 2011 6:25 PM

tack sa mycket said...
"there is no question of its validity".

[ like that line UB, and completely concur.
And your right about the priestly class and how their main interests might seem to

be their own continuation, like any self-obsessed criminal. But, I think back when I
was kid of 19, after reading books about zen and then calling around to the few
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places at the time that offered practice. I wasn't looking for a teacher, [ was looking
for a place to practice--the teacher (Eido), I didn't meet till [ had been sitting at the
zendo for a while. It was the group of fellow practicers that impressed me and
influenced me the most those first few years--and from whom I learned the most.
The Roshi, to me, was a figurehead, what they like to call a symbol/representative of
the buddha today--who really had very little effect on me. Though his stern presence
and actions in the zendo did indeed have an effect on me, which I never experienced
as abuse, by the way. Yeah, some like it rough, I guess. I never felt I was being sold of
bill of goods either. We were, though some did like the rituals, eating with
chopsticks, etc., but many of us laughed at the dog and pony show of it all, but
performed what was required of us because we loved the practice.

The thrust of the teachings is we are the buddha, realize that. In the meantime, the
guy in the flowing robes is supposed to represent him and, in the beginning of
practice that is how he is experienced. But after practicing for awhile less and less
so,--he's just one of us, another imperfect being. But the practice is perfect, and it
was/is through these imperfect beings (the priestly class) it personally was brought
to me. And so I can't help the gratitude I continue to feel, its just there.

Even toward Eido.
March 3,2011 9:21 AM

UB said...

In the beginning of anything new to us, that others have done for many years,
instruction is most beneficial. Usually there comes a period of "standing on the
teachers head", of which passes and then there is the maturity of the practice that
one has begun to master. With that "mastery"” comes a sincere gratitude to the one
who gave instruction so that you too might me good at that particular practice.
Understood. Same here.

But when both teacher and student become mature in their respective lives, true
respect goes both ways. Their is no longer a master/student illusion to be played
out. It is for those who are now no longer being taught to offer up what they have to
offer in a new and original way. If they were to continue to only produce what the
teacher taught them, then they could of learned it from books. The old passes away,
and the new is born.

You especially have every right to question Eido's behavior having been part of his
teaching....in fact it behooves you to do so. I am sure that his behavior is abusive and
anyone who is mature enough, even within the same "practice" has the obligation to
expose and confront him. In doing so I do not see any ingratitude being expressed. It
is in fact a manifestation of that gratitude that he is confronted on his errant
behavior.

March 3,2011 10:02 AM

Toda Raba said...
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I'm more of a traditionalist and don't feel the structure and form needs change I'm
not bothered by the dog and pony show, I can do the required ritual, at times with
deep feeling, and-- as needed. But change will inevitably come. This is America, a
country of non-conformist.

[ left NY nearly 30 years ago, but still attend sesshins with different sanghas around
the country, still appreciate and love that 7-day sesshin format we have inherited
from across the seas.

From what I hear Eido and Aiho are no longer involved in any of the zendos'
activities. I never experienced what [ would characterize as abuse from Eldo. Sure
he yelled at me often and whacked me when [ was falling asleep, but that's kiddy
stuff. I feel sorry for the ladies who were hurt by his acts, and appreciate the work
the current Board did to curtail any further harm. I do think though, if I was a
woman, | too would of slept with him. [ was so far gone by the end of my teens,
seducing me would of been no mean feat. And I loved the practice too much to have
said no.

March 3,2011 11:18 AM

UB said...
Toda Raba said...
"I was so far gone by the end of my teens, seducing me would of been no mean feat."

Don't you think that the atmosphere ( dog and pony show ) contributed to your
being able to be seduced? It still sounds like in holds a similar kind of attraction for
you. Maybe that is the non-conformist in you. :)

But for future generations isn't it advisable to let them in on the behind the scenes
circus atmosphere. The real people behind the costumes? Or is it that the "show
must go on", because we need to escape our boring non eventful existence? I can not
imagine that the original "Buddha" would step foot in tent with this abstraction of
what he tried to pass on to other people. So when you say "traditionalist”, isn't that
stretching the real truth. Where the original tradition lacked all the behind the
scenes ritual and incense buying and selling, and people getting hit by a "master”.
Isn't it closer to the truth that many people are attracted to the foreignness of the
ceremonies, almost as though they are going to a good movie to get "lost" in?
March 3,2011 11:48 AM

Shukriyaa said...

You must of read Mr. ] Krishnmurti, no? [ remember him saying, in one of his many
books, how the smell of incense makes one believe or sense some great otherness,
or led one to believe he was participating in something holy, etc.--something to that
effect. Anyway, [ can take the dog and pony show or leave it. But feel the structure of
sit, walk, sit walk, with no talking or anything else to distract, helps to center one's
intention. Meditation, zazen needs the discipline and structure, its a very demanding
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practice and one won't do it without the structure in place, unless of course, your
Shakyamuni.

Gotta run off to my shakuhachi lesson. Nlce chatting with you, UB

March 3,2011 12:32 PM

Kobutsu said...
A new addition to the archive this morning:

A Letter From Philip Kapleau, Roshi to Yamada Koun, Roshi.

PN

“The first year he [Yasutani Hakuun (&% HZ)] came to Rochester he gave me
permission to hold daisan. He told me I could do that until he returned to the United
States the following year, at which time he would have a public ceremony for me if
everything went all right in the meantime. Unfortunately, everything did not go all

right in the interim. Many things happened involving Eido Shimano (I8} #i&),

who was living in New York at that time. As a result of Eido’s (51&) behavior, when

PN

Yasutani Roshi (Z& HZE)] came to New York the following year I phoned him and
told him not bring Eido (%1&) with him to Rochester. This was a foolish thing for me

[ BN

to say to the Roshi (£& HZE) and he obviously resented it, because when he came
to Rochester to hold a 7-day sesshin later on he was angry with me.”

“Furthermore, you must know that teachers under certain circumstances do permit
students to teach regardless of how many koans they have passed or even if they

have passed none at all. In this connection, Nakagawa Soyn [sic] Roshi (Ff)I| 5RiH)
himself told me that he did not even have kensho when Yamamto Gempo Roshi
(ILZA FIE) appointed him his successor.”

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19860217_Kapleau_Yamada.pdf
March 4, 2011 1:43 PM

Been There said...

Hmm. Well, Kapleau Roshi had the Scates (not Skates) personal history kind of
flubbed up -- the divorce info is inaccurate, among other things. He was around the
Rochester Zen Center longer than 2 years, also, well into the 70s. But no big deal.

More evidence of the apparently persistent need of Japanese Zen honchos to protect
Shimano, despite the red flags raised by both Robert Aitken and Philip Kapleau. I
wonder if it was because of the high-profile "flagship" status of a zen center in New
York City, as opposed to one in, say, western NY state or Hawai'i.

March 4, 2011 7:13 PM
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Follow the money honey said...
Yeah, smells like money and racism....
March 4, 2011 8:21 PM

Cloud said...
UnemploymentBenefits said:

"... this particular thread on genkaku's forum is about Eido Shimano and the
repercussions. It seems like it is almost over as far as Shimano goes, even though
some are pursuing law suits."”

TobaRada said:

"From what I hear Eido and Aiho are no longer involved in any of the zendos'
activities."

This blog used to be/was supposed to be all about Eido Tai Shimano, and by
extension (no pun intended) the ZSS and its Board of Directors. Less and less
mention of these entities.

March 5,2011 10:08 AM

genkaku said...
Patience.
March 5,2011 10:13 AM

Alfred H. said...
Patience?

What is this suppose to mean? [s some new news is coming or, are you just baiting
us, like a good director in a suspenseful flick does to keep us on the edge of our
seats-- to keep us from falling asleep and losing interest.:)

March 5,2011 12:06 PM

genkaku said...
Either way requires patience, | imagine. :)
March 5,2011 12:18 PM

Cuidao Mi Hermanas said...
Privacy
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It has come to our attention that in the near future there may be a possible legal
action against the ZSS. This will not be a topic addressed at the meeting on March
20.

We will do everything we can to ensure the privacy of everyone attending. There
will be no recording or note taking. Participants will agree to keep everything at the
meeting confidential and will agree not to publish or publicly reveal what takes
place.

That being said, if there is anyone who is attending the March 20 Sangha meeting
and feels that they may want to join in the legal action, they should seek legal
counsel beforehand.

March 5, 2011 3:16 PM

Muchas Gracias said...
Thank you very much for your care and advice.
March 5,2011 7:14 PM

Muchas Gracias said...
Cuidados said,

"... if there is anyone who is attending the March 20 Sangha meeting and feels that

they may want to join in the legal action, they should seek legal counsel
beforehand."

That is, thank you for this advice...
March 5, 2011 7:20 PM

Kobutsu said...
PART ONE:

Shortly after the “Committee for Sangha Stepping Forth” (“CSSF”) announced its
intention to sponsor a ZSS sangha event in New York City on March 20, 2011, an
attorney familiar with the turmoil involving Eido Shimano and Zen Studies Society
provided disclosure / disclaimer language to protect event participants from
unwittingly jeopardizing their legal claims or the claims of other prospective
plaintiffs in anticipated litigation. The language was provided to CSSF on February
18th.

On March 5th, CSSF issued its own “privacy” statement, advising registrants and
prospective event participants that (i) discussion of legal matters was not to be part
of the event, (ii) an agreement among participants to keep the matters discussed at
the event “confidential” would serve to keep the matters discussed from “public”
disclosure, and (iii) advising participants to seek the advice of their own attorneys -
at their own expense - prior to attending the meeting.
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The CSSF leadership has declined - inexplicably - to offer sangha members the
benefit of reading the disclosure / disclaimers and determining for themselves how
the information contained there might affect the manner in which they participate
in the event. For the benefit of registrants, participants and the event organizers and
facilitators, here is what was provided to CSSF:

March 7,2011 11:29 PM

Kobutsu said...
PART TWO:

“If the Sangha Stepping Forth meeting proceeds as scheduled, here are some
cautionary “disclaimers” to prospective attendees. This might be one way in which
the event might proceed while mitigating (but not eliminating) the risk that
prospective plaintiff-attendees might unwittingly jeopardize their legal claims or the
claims of other prospective plaintiffs. For example, prospective participants,
registrants and attendees might receive the following disclaimers:

“Before discussing openly your experiences concerning the Zen Studies Society and
Eido Shimano with organizers and other participants at the Sangha Stepping Forth
event, you should carefully consider (i) that you may be entitled to participate as a
plaintiff or class member in one or more lawsuits currently being prepared to
redress injuries you may have sustained, or suffering you have endured, as a
consequence of your affiliation with the Zen Studies Society and Eido Shimano and
(ii) that your communications with organizers and other event participants might
be used against you and other prospective plaintiffs in such lawsuits.”

“Those who may be entitled to participate in such lawsuits include, but are not
limited to, individuals (i) who were injured or were caused to suffer directly by Eido
Shimano’s conduct, (ii) who were injured as a result of the Zen Studies Society’s
Board of Directors’ failure to disclose, or deliberately to conceal, material facts
concerning Eido Shimano and the situation at ZSS, (iii) who were injured as a result
of the Zen Studies Society’s Board of Directors’ failure to exercise their fiduciary
duty to take appropriate actions to protect students from Eido Shimano or to take
decisive remedial action with respect to Shimano, (iv) who made financial donations
or donations in kind either to the Zen Studies Society or Eido Shimano, and (v) those
who took the precepts during ‘jukai,” were ordained by Eido Shimano, attended
‘sesshin’ with Eido Shimano or did ‘dokusan’ with Eido Shimano.”

“It is extremely important that you understand that despite what you may have

heard or believe about your claim being “time barred” or “barred by the statute of
limitations,” you may nevertheless have a valid legal claim against the Zen Studies
Society and Eido Shimano, even if the event that you believe caused your injury or
suffering happened ten, twenty or even thirty or more years ago. Even if your own
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legal claim turns out to be time-barred, you may nevertheless be able to tell your
story in court in order to support others whose claims are not time-barred.”

“None of this is meant as legal advice or to encourage you to pursue any legal action.
Nor is it an endorsement of the merits of any possible lawsuit. It is rather provided
to you as a caution and a disclosure so that your decision about whether and how to
participate in this event is informed by some very important considerations of
which you may not previously have been aware.”

* %k %

I'm not an attorney, and can’t give a legal opinion, but it certainly seems like the
envisioned lawsuit is not based solely on sexual misconduct and the cautions well
worth considering.

March 7,2011 11:31 PM

genkaku said...
I'm no lawyer either, but I suspect there are a number of presumptions currently at

play:

1. Since lawsuits of the past failed to materialize, all the current hints and nudges
are just more hot air and posturing. Based on past action or lack thereof, this can be
seen as a fair assumption.

2. Based on such an assumption, well-intentioned efforts outside the legal system --
efforts to sooth or heal -- provide some actual-factual redress of long-festering
wounds.

3. The dwindling effectiveness and credibility of ZSS appears to create a power
vacuum which freshly-scrubbed faces might wish to fill ... and thus salvage
something for Dai Bosatsu and Sho Bo Ji.

['m just spit-balling here and have neither legal nor insider information. My central
concerns have been and remain 1. to shine a light on the depredations of Eido
Shimano and 2. to offer an open-air apology to and request for forgiveness from
those most directly injured by those depredations.

NEVERTHELESS...

[ think it would be unwise not to consider that the failure of lawsuits to materialize
in the past is a guarantee at present. Lawsuits are not cuddly venues. They do not
shield feelings. They are fact-based and direct. They go for the throat. And it is in
this light that I found the following (from the above suggestions) pretty compelling:
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"(ii) that your communications with organizers and other event participants might
be used against you and other prospective plaintiffs in such lawsuits.”

[ do not want to scuttle the efforts implied by CSSF. Those efforts are certainly well-
intentioned and they may be capable of offering some healing. But I do hope that all
involved will consider the risk that might be implied if an actual-factual lawsuit is
gathering steam. Would those efforts be better served after any lawsuit had been
completed?

As Isay, [ don't know for a fact that a lawsuit is actually in the offing. I do know that
lawsuits in the past have been more posturing than anything else. But [ do hope that
people will think things through before they put their good intentions into action.

Just my hot air for this morning.
March 8, 2011 7:32 AM

CSSF said...

After discussing the legal disclaimer sent to the committee and facilitators by an
anonymous lawyer, we have advised people, via the web page, to seek legal counsel
if they are considering participating in a lawsuit. We hope that those who may be
interested in a legal solution will communicate together at a meeting other than the
March 20th meeting.

We do not represent ZSS and are not interested in reviving or continuing with that
organization but wanted to come together with former friends and members. The
main intention is to take a step that the ZSS Board failed to take and try to provide a
safe space where people could come together and try to understand, from skillful
facilitators and speakers, what the heck happened and what we can do to best move
on in our lives.

http://www.sanghasteppingforth.com/
March 8,2011 12:03 PM

iuris consulti said...
Proceed clearly and with caution.

One should carefully consider seeing a private therapist and consulting with one's
own lawyer.

Clearly consulting a private therapist would be far more to be confidential and more
likely to address one's own situation and issues better than the proposed Stepping
Forth group which at best is responding to ' some of the hurt and suffering that
many of us have been experiencing over the last six months caused by the actions of
Eido Roshi, the Board and our own denial over the years."
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As was basically said above, not saying "something" one may regret, or following
well intended but wrong advice may be wise to avoid.

One's own lawyer would, hopefully, be able to realistically and objectively evaluate
your particular situation and, it is reasonable to assume, your lawyer would be able
to contact the lawyer working on the legal actions mentioned here and assess there
usefulness to you as well.

The document linked to below may give some folks something to think about even
though they were not sexually assaulted or coerced by Shimano.

"In contrast to clergy malpractice, several parishioners have brought successful
claims for breach of fiduciary duty.59 The theory underlying this claim is that the
clergy-parishioner counseling relationship, while not a professional relationship,
places the clergy member in the position of fiduciary and imposes a duty upon him
to refrain from inappropriate behavior."

- http://www.law.msu.edu/king/2003/2003_Evans.pdf

To my legally untrained mind, a class action lawsuit would more likely irrefutably
show that Shimano violated and violated repeatedly his fiduciary responsibilities to
sangha members in so many ways.

March 8, 2011 1:03 PM

Names please. said...

If 1 DO decide to have my lawyer contact the layer who wrote the document, [ would
need the name of he-who-seems-not-to-want-to-be-named. What IS his name and
why is it being kept secret?

March 8, 2011 1:16 PM

King Henry VI said...
"The first thing we do, let's kill all the lawyers". - (Act IV, Scene II).
March 8,2011 1:18 PM

Salty Droid said...

CSSF said...

"After discussing the legal disclaimer sent to the committee and facilitators by an
anonymous lawyer, we have advised people, via the web page, to seek legal counsel
if they are considering participating in a lawsuit."

Gee, that's big of you... how come those of us who signed up for your CSSF mailing
list received no such "advise"?
March 8, 2011 5:15 PM
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Lawrence Welk said...
He who must not be named?
Kill all the lawyers.

ha ha hahahal!

Dank yew. Dank yew very very much for the comical interlude.
It was hilarious.

Let's have another rousing round of applause for the National Comic Troupe which
comes together from Washington State on the West Coast to Main on the East Coast
and parts in between.

Now let's have a nice St, Patrick's Day Polkal
Followed by Donald singing "Oh Danny Boy."
March 9, 2011 2:48 AM

Jushin said...

"3. The dwindling effectiveness and credibility of ZSS appears to create a power
vacuum which freshly-scrubbed faces might wish to fill ... and thus salvage
something for Dai Bosatsu and Sho Bo Ji."

Hasn't that sort of been everyone's dream for the last 40 years or so?
But yes. Would be nice to see...

One thing I noticed is that all the woman victims up and left this little community. It
seemed to me that, for awhile, they seemed to find some comfort being able to chat
with one another anonymously in a forum. Does anyone know how to build a closed,
anonymous forum?

I could try to find out how, but it would be nice if there were a way to make sure it
was only for them -- so that other people couldn't even read their conversations. Can
anyone think of a private free forum service? Because I can't off hand.

I mean -- they might like talking there more than they would like showing up to a
meeting. [ could look into it. There's always a way. Would anyone have any interest
in this?

[ say this because, personally, I wouldn't want to go the CSSF meeting. The reason is
this: Most people are unaware of how sick DBZ -- and some other monasteries too --
actually are. Sure people are upset with Shimano's deceptions, but you only really
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start to get an idea of how sick these people are when you make a real effort to talk
to them about the things that happen up there -- only then do you see how they
respond. It is not what anyone would expect.

So conversations with people who have not gone through that are a waste of time.
They assume you are making things up, or they think you are really angry or you
have an axe to grind - even if you are obviously not angry. It is annoying to be heard
that way. So why even talk in the first place?

Not many people have gone through that. A lot of people leave without going
through that, so they never see how sick that little community really is.

I mean -- if people are confused by the inaction up as ZSS, you really shouldn't be.
They really aren't concerned by the fact that people are hurt. They don't even
approach things from that angle. It doesn't even cross their mind. They don't feel
things that way. They never did.

They even seem to be proud of this strange uncaring, of all things! AS if it is
somehow part of "practice".

They see everything from a public relations point of view -- they try to maintain
what they have, or they try to get more of what they have (status, position) during
these times. You can't even really talk to them about what goes on.

If you do, they just try to, at best, soothe you ; "ah this is very unfortunate,
something must be done" etc.

But it is fake concern, and, anyway, [ never wanted to be soothed. What a waste of
time. What am [, an infant?

But, once they notice that, they try to silence you, all sorts of ways.

They don't HAVE any priorities apart from their own public faces.

I guess people will say [ sound angry again. Man, I'm not.

The place is sick. Anyone ever see Chinatown? With Jack Nicholson? That was a good

DBZ-like movie.
March 10, 2011 2:01 AM

Watson said...

Jushin said...

"One thing I noticed is that all the woman victims up and left this little community. It
seemed to me that, for awhile, they seemed to find some comfort being able to chat
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with one another anonymously in a forum. Does anyone know how to build a closed,
anonymous forum?"

It's already in place:http://www.bakerstreetzen.com/
March 10, 2011 6:03 AM

Croud said...
Jushin said:

"..but you only really start to get an idea of how sick these people are when you
make a real effort to talk to them about the things that happen up there -- only then
do you see how they respond. It is not what anyone would expect."

and:
"But, once they notice that, they try to silence you, all sorts of ways."

Specifically, who are you referring to? How did they respond, specifically? How did
they overtly try to silence you?
March 10,2011 6:07 AM

King Henry said...
Hey, I see that Kobutsu is back on ZFI. Nice, it's about time!
March 10,2011 9:07 AM

silencenotgolden said...
"Forget it, Jake. It's Chinatown."

[ saw the movie Chinatown so long ago, that I needed to look up the plot on
Wikipedia. The thing that I did remember about the story is the ending: the incest
victim, rather than the perpetrator, gets killed in the end. It's a familiar ending when
it comes to violence against women: they get killed when they try to escape.

It's a story of multi-generational incest, where a man sexually abuses his 15 year old
daughter; she gets pregnant and their daughter is presented to the outside world as
her sister. The father then sexually abuses the sister/daughter too.

It's extremely dangerous to escape from an abusive man; it's the leading cause of
death for women under 40. Men get murdered too, of course, but it's radically less
common, especially when the abusive partner is female. Women just want to get
away to safety. They hope to survive, but sometimes suicide is the safest place to go.
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The poster “Croud” above asks at 6:07 AM, “How did they overtly try to silence you.”
Croud must be a stranger to the Zen Studies Society and/or incest families.

Here's how it works: The “new girl” walks into the Zen Studies Society with the
ordinary respect that one observes in a religious place. There are people who are
dressed up like clergy and who call themselves “reverend” monks; they are all
bowing and scraping and very busy teaching her how to do the same. What they
don't tell her is that she is being set up for sex assault by their priest Shimano.

Do they warn her that their “venerable” priest is a serial sex offender? No. Do they
warn her that their other clergy may sexually assault her too? No. Have the
“reverends” been coerced to keep silent and not tell her? Well, maybe some of them
are born perverts and criminals but I think, for most part, that they have been
coerced. They are threatened and bribed: either keep your mouth shut or go live
somewhere else, outside of the ZSS incest family.

Hence, we see scenes at the Zen Studies Society like a woman publicly announcing
that Mr. Shimano is sexually abusing her; that's the “safety in numbers” approach.
We've seen other approaches too on how people have escaped from the ZSS abuse:
1. The “escape first / speak later” approach: people who wait until they are safely
away from DBZ or NYZ before they speak up.

2. The “what if my family abuses me too” approach: people who wait many years
before they tell their husbands and families.

3. The “maybe they won't slander me” approach: people who wait until someone
else speaks up.

4. The “protect my little sister” approach: people who see yet another unsuspecting
victim being encroached upon, and they speak up so that she will be spared.

5. The “is this a criminal act” approach: people who give testimony to the Sex Crimes
and Prosecution Unit of the District Attorney's office.

6. The “this is a criminal act” approach: people who file police reports.

7. The “this is a disease in the American buddhist community” approach: people who
contact non-ZSS buddhist clergy.

8. The “this is a fraud” approach: people who file lawsuits against the ZSS, the Board,
and their clergy.

9. The “let's try to get help from the perpetrators” approach: people who turn to the
ZSS itself.

10. The “I'll help fool more victims and advance my career” approach: the abused
“reverends” who train the new victims.

There's more but you get the idea. [ hope that this short explanation was helpful to
you, Croud.

And to Jushin, I say:
“Forget it, Jushin. It's the Zen Studies Society.”

You probably wish you could.
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March 10,2011 12:10 PM

silencenotgolden said...

Hello Jushin,

I'm looking at my previous post, and am concerned that my remark, “Forget it,
Jushin. It's the Zen Studies Society.”, wasn't sufficiently connected to, “Forget it, Jake.
It's Chinatown.” I think that I may have come off sounding a bit offensive to you, I'm
sorry, I didn't intend it that way ;)

You make a few other points in your 2:01am post that [ would like to address, but I
just quickly wanted to apologize for the “forget it” remark!
March 10,2011 1:21 PM

croud said...

Silence: not helpful at all. You completely missed the points of Jushin's comments
about non-victims. Plus you clearly don't know a thing about most of the good zss
sangha.

March 10,2011 10:12 PM

silencenotgolden said...
['m not sure what you mean by the term “non-victims”. Is that a nice way of saying
“perpetrators”?

And as for the “good zss sangha”...please, tell me who was ever standing at the door
warning people, “Eido Shimano is a bad man. Eido Shimano is a liar. Eido Shimano is
a sex offender. Eido Shimano has surrounded himself with people who do not care
what happens to you.”

Nobody. Or perhaps I missed you on your day off, Croud.
March 11, 2011 1:44 AM

croud said...
That's right, if you'we not a victim you're a perp!

Until Shimano had a consensual affair recently, there were no problems with his
behavior for 15 years. Few people select a teacher without bothering to find out his
reputation, don't you think?

This is a waste of time, buddy.
March 11,2011 5:23 AM
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shocked, stunned said...

Croud: The extent and depth of Shimano's perfidy -- and ZSS Board collusion over
the decades -- were unkown to most of the ZSS sangha until the announcement of
the recent consensual affair. That announcement itself was spurred by, and only
occurred because of, the contemporaneous exposure on the internet of Shimano's
history of relentless abuse and betrayal. It's very doubtful that ZSS would have
retained even the few sangha members that it had over the past 15 years, if these
members had known of his disgusting, unconsionable history.

March 11,2011 11:18 AM

stop being so naive said...

shocked, stunned:

Not true! The years [ went up there, most everyone knew about ES's history and
ignored it. (yes, myself included)

croud:

"there were no problems with his behavior for 15 years" How do you know that?
Really ... how do you know that and how can you make that statement? All we know
is that no one spoke out publicly about sleeping with ES during those years.

March 11,2011 11:58 AM

shocked, stunned said...

stop being so naive:

[ do plead guilty of having been naive!! -- till announcement of June 2010, and
subsequently perusing Eido Roku. But no longer...

And I agree with your point to Croud: "All we know is that no one spoke out publicly
about sleeping with ES during those years."

March 11,2011 12:12 PM

Skeptical said...

"All we know is that no one spoke out publicly about sleeping with ES during those
years."

or... if any transgression took place it was successfully suppressed by the enablers.
March 11, 2011 3:05 PM

Spike said...

"The years [ went up there, most everyone knew about ES's history and ignored it."

--From 1992 through mid 2000's, as a sesshin participant, never once heard
ANYTHING about sex scandals. Of course, during sesshin, no talking was allowed ...
(But I'll bet Andy Afable knew ALL about it.)

"All we know is that no one spoke out publicly about sleeping with ES during those
years."
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--Guilty until proven innocent!
"or... if any transgression took place it was successfully suppressed by the enablers."

And if none did take place, the lie that it did was successfully propagated by smear-
bloggers.
March 11,2011 5:01 PM

have got news for you said...
You don't know what some people know...
March 11,2011 6:03 PM

spiked said...

That's right: there are unknown knowns. But also unknown unknowns, as well as
known unknowns, etc.

March 11, 2011 6:34 PM

Sledge Hammer News Service said...
We interrupt this endless stream of comments regarding the life and times of Eido
Tai Shimano saga for the following....

The videos of the Earthquake and Tidal Wave show devastation to much of the coast
Northern Japan. There are dangers possible to the entire planet due to serious
problems stemming from Japan's extensive use of nuclear power and the plants'
failing to have adequate protection from both earthquakes and tidal waves and the
collateral damage such events cause.

Has anyone learned anything about the specific impact on the Japanese Zen Centers
by the Earthquake followed by Tsunami and now nuclear crisis?

[ return you now to your regularly scheduled Eido Tau Shimano Blog thread.
March 11,2011 10:40 PM

silencenotgolden said...

A “consensual affair”. Yes, | have seen Mr. Joe Marinello repeatedly label Mr.
Shimano's behavior with those words; indeed he portrays Ms. [June 2010 redacted]
as being a sexual aggressor, and poor Mr. Shimano as being a weak minded victim.

And now I see the phrase being repeated here. Perhaps you guys know more about
Ms. [redacted]'s life than I do. Perhaps she met Mr. Shimano in a restaurant, and
then they dated for a while, and then they decided that it would fun to move in
together at Dai Bosatsu. A love affair. Perhaps.
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But I don't think that it happened that way. I think that she was just an ordinary
student of the Zen Studies Society and that she had ordinary intentions...just like you
and me. I think that she was unaware of Mr. Shimano's “disgusting, unconscionable
history” and the collusion of the ZSS board and its monastics, deceived, just like you
and me. And I think that she met him in the dokusan room...just like you and me.

So, what exactly is it that you think she consented to? Indeed, what did you and I
consent to? Who are these “non-victims” that you mention?

Let's see what's included in “consent”. Could it be:

- Collusion with the Zen Studies Society Board of Directors and its Chairman
Shimano, while they concocted a denial of sexual abuse, a denial that they knew to
be a lie? No, she didn't consent to that.

- Winding up like a cornered animal who was obviously desperate to escape from
the monastery? No, she wouldn't have consented to that.

- Running for her life from Mr. Shimano's dishonorable pack of cronies? No, no, not
that either.

- Being characterized, by the Zen Studies Society, in the New York Times and on the
Internet as being an immoral young woman, who pursued a married man for sex, a
“holy man”, a guy who is old enough to be her great grandfather? No, no, I don't
think that she consented to that.

- How about getting sick with the venereal disease that Mr. Shimano is known to
have transmitted in the past? No, she wouldn't have consented to that; perhaps she
was one of the lucky ones who succeeded in getting him to use a condom.

This is what Mr. Marinello calls a love affair? This is what he calls consent? This is
sort of cruelty is love? Not in my opinion. I think that the behavior of the Zen Studies
Society is what is called “violence against women” and that's a hint of it looks like:
women running for their lives.

Perhaps Mr. Marinello believes that she was not violently raped. Sexually abused but
not violently raped. Perhaps that is what he means by “consensual affair”. I am tired
of seeing the Zen Studies Society's pernicious attempts to dress up their clergy
sexual abuse as “love affairs”.

[ don't see a real distinction between those who were sexually assaulted and those
of us who were not, except to the vicious degree of trauma and humiliation that is
suffered. It's the dirty old incest problem: it's an assault on the entire family. It's an
assault on the entire community. That's why the American zen buddhist community
feels victimized by the ZSS as well.

How am I not a victim when my sisters at DBZ are being serially sexually abused and
told to lie? Or are we thinking here that “gee, it could never happen to us, we smart



172

™”m

people, the 'non-victims'. But it DID happen to us; we all got conned by that
predator, a psychopathic liar and his pals.

['m really looking forward to the meeting on March 20. I'm really looking forward to
taking up this issue of Mr. Shimano's “love affairs”. Mr. Shimano's love. The Zen
Studies Society's love. The persistent characterizations of “sexually abused but not
violently raped” as being “consensual [love] affairs”.

[ am SO TIRED of having to parse every sentence that comes out of that scheming
organization's mouth. I am so glad that Joe Marinello and Sherry Chayat will not be
at the meeting.

Unless they resign on March 19 and are suddenly permitted to attend; parsing the
CSSF.
March 12,2011 10:44 AM

A said...

"Yes, | have seen Mr. Joe Marinello repeatedly label Mr. Shimano's behavior with
those words; indeed he portrays Ms. [June 2010 redacted] as being a sexual
aggressor, and poor Mr. Shimano as being a weak minded victim."

Please provide a specific reference.

Thank you.
March 12,2011 12:36 PM

Anita said...
http://home.comcast.net/~zenquaker/PMN102.pdf

Third paragraph, last sentence....
March 12,2011 12:58 PM

Anita said...
and here: http://tinyurl.com/4jkdcjl
March 12,2011 1:31 PM

+ said...
Here is the 3rd para last sentence:

"However, this June a DBZ student stood
up at a public Sangha gathering and
announced that she had had an affair
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with Roshi and was tired of keeping it a
secret. She acknowledged that she
pursued him and that he did not decline
her overtures."

[ don't see the jump to your 'weak-minded' characterization. The rest of what
Marinelo said has been substantiated as true.

Next quote fron tiny (by Marinello) is:

"When a woman recently reported that she pursued him and he did not decline her
overtures, it was a real wake up call."

You wrote pure crap. The quotes don't say anything like what you have portrayed.
You smeared Marinello, and you even smeared Shimano who, | must certainly admit,
is hard to have any sympathy for.

March 12,2011 5:42 PM

Another Said said...

This conversation or actually response of + said, 5:42 to silencenotgolden, 10:45am
is just one more example of a pattern of response to real suffering. It's a compact
little sample of precisely what ZSS fails to do over and over for 40 years and this
year is no different from any other.

Let's take it from the beginning, familiar territory we've all heard and that now most
do not deny. This is on the theme of Eido Shimano's sexual exploitation of female
students.

1 - Shimano sexually exploits female students. If you want to argue this then you
should probably stop reading now.

2 - Those exploited students are typically silenced, usually slandered, isolated,
generally with little power, and become the ones to carry the shame and live with
the loss of place and sangha. This IS violence. The failure of Shimano to maintain the
precept results in such an ordeal that becomes violence. This responsibility is his.
It's simply a fact. This is not said with a desire to blame as a way to deal with such
pain. It's WHY such a precept exits. There is no such category as consensual within
the structure of a monastic organization such as ZSS and a teacher who is given and
assumes the degree of influence and power and "rightness" that Shimano embodied.

3 - ZSS board members who remain throughout these ordeals as well as some senior
students who are aware of the most recent crisis are indeed consensual with this
process of silencing and failure to right the situation for future students. The
resulting ZSS earthquake affects and stresses many people. Some leave. So it is true
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in some sense to say that many become victims of the misconduct sourced directly
from Eido Shimano.

4 - The force that allows this to happen is the need to defend the teacher, Eido
Shimano. To do this it becomes another typical pattern that the FULL effect on the
woman involved is not acknowledged. The effect on the Sangha as a whole is
endured and waited out. In fact, what is happening in the email cited is exactly what
happens over and over. It's a blame the victim, or at least let's not hear the victim -
FULLY. Let's make it small, let's take one or two sentences Which in fact are
reported by someone else so all can go on as usual for those of us not so deeply and
sometimes permanently harmed. Do no harm? You can't see the violence here? This
is like picking up a piece of dirt in pile of rubbish and say, "oh look, this is all there is
to it."

Unless ZSS is able to sit and listen to extent of distress at the bottom level, the
botton rung there never ever can be any solid ground from which the organization
or a group of individuals such as those meeting on March 20 can proceed in any
authenic and powerful and realistic way. This is not to make light of their stress and
their confusions or the impact on their lives. It IS to say that this entire disaster is
the result of a teacher who really didn't care what happened to many of his students,
not even some of his Heirs. The organization itself seems to copy it over and over.
This is not psycho-crapola. This is deeply Buddhist. It's why we have precepts and
why we have a great vow and why we take refuge in a Sangha. I, for one, am quite
tired of the tedious excuses that fail to challenge each one of us to stand up for what
is truthful and clear and even beautiful.

March 12,2011 8:25 PM

Another Said said...

"When despair for the world grows in me and I wake in the night at the least sound
in fear of what my life and my children's lives may be, I go and lie down where the
wood drake rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. I come into
the peace of wild things who do not tax their lives with forethought of grief. I come
into the presence of still water. And I feel above me the day-blind stars waiting with
their light. For a time I rest in the grace of the world, and am free."

— Wendell Berry
March 12,2011 9:36 PM

Christopher said...
"The quotes don't say anything like what you have portrayed. You smeared
Marinello"

Sigh. We're of course going over old ground here, but what the hell, if people still
want to defend the ZSS, and genkaku's blog is still open:
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Mr. Marinello's assertion that nothing had been amiss for fifteen years unfortunately
says more about his own lack of awareness than any supposed miraculous
rehabilitation on Shimano's part. Not only is it now glaringly obvious that Shimano
has some very deep emotional problems that don't simply go on hiatus, but, as many
people have pointed out, the red flags of abuse were everywhere at ZSS the whole
time anyway - regardless of any overt admission of yet another affair. The sexual
aspect of Shimano's pathology is just one (albeit especially hurtful and easily
recognised) element of the "wider pattern of contempt and manipulation”, to quote
genkaku's original letter.

March 13,2011 7:12 AM

? said...
What specific behavior was amiss, i.e. abusive, during those 15 years?
March 13,2011 10:21 AM

Anita said...
Again, old ground... Refer to the shimanoarchive and this blog for specific examples.
March 13,2011 10:34 AM

NoPickAndChoose said...
Okay, Anita, just as you have asked:

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20100609_Marinello_AZTA.pdf
March 13,2011 2:53 PM

= said...

"Again, old ground... Refer to the shimanoarchive and this blog for specific
examples."

Regarding the 15-year period under discussion, you are mistaken. If you knew of
examples, you would put them up. Marinello was an eyewitness during that period
and asserts he would have known (if the stuff you made up were true). Of course,
you probably smear him as an 'enabler’, liar, etc.

You're the one with contempt of history and manipulation of stories. "The red flags
are everywhere."
March 13,2011 5:49 PM

Anita said...
Yawn... go play in traffic.
March 13,2011 5:58 PM
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} said...
Thank you. My point exactly. Just what I thought you were.
March 13,2011 6:39 PM

Obiwan said...
"These are not the droids we're looking for."
March 13,2011 6:54 PM

Christopher said...
"Marinello was an eyewitness during that period and asserts he would have known"

Double sigh. There are over 5000 posts on this blog alone, and 500 documents in the
Shimano archive. Anita is right to yawn at someone, this late in the game, still
actually (honestly?) questioning the evidence. But anyways, I'll bite. Since I assume
you can't be bothered to do any real research, you can start by having a look at my
two letters in the Archives.

March 13,2011 7:12 PM

Stunned said...

Thank you, Christopher. Yes, in your two letters you certainly clarify the point of
contention debated above: that Eido Shimano had affairs over the last 15 years,
prior to the infamous announcement by the young lady at DBZ about her two-year
affair with him.

Your discourse on dust was pure zen. It is hard to imagine how a competent zen
master like ER could fail to discriminate dust and cobwebs. (Of course, as you might
agree, the jisha certainly deserved to be berated by him for this egregious
oversight.)

Clearly your superior experience with *three* other zen masters gives you all the
perspective and understanding to evaluate ER, and compare him to the others.
Shopping is always a good idea, because eventually you will find a more worthy
match to your own aspirations.

March 13,2011 8:17 PM

Stunted said...

P.S.I'm only 62, and [ walk worse than he does.
March 13, 2011 8:25 PM

++ said...
Let the court settle the Shimano's case, and let us



177

see what will happen to the Shimano's defender.
March 13,2011 10:03 PM

Laughing Out Loud! said...
"Marinello was an eyewitness during that period and asserts he would have known
(if the stuff you made up were true)."

An eyewitness??? This statement is so absurd. Think about it! Was he living at DBZ
those 15 years? No, he went for sesshin from time to time. And even if he WAS living
up there,you really, truly think Marinello would know what was going on? C'mon,
get serious, wake up!!!

March 13,2011 10:12 PM

7 said...

[ believe it is a mistake to discount Marinello personally, or his social network at
ZSS.

March 13,2011 10:22 PM

silencenotgolden said...
What is “weak-minded”?

Priests who do not “decline sexual overtures” are weak-minded men. Priests who
are liars and who sneak around sexually abusing people are weak-minded men.

Men who are not in command of their sexuality and their sex acts are weak-minded
indeed. Anyone can have a sexual thought; but a man who is not in command of his
sexual deeds is a dangerous man.

Eido Shimano is a weak-minded man. What other kind of mind would this be - a
strong one?

Eido Shimano is a weak-minded victim; he's the victim of his own weak mind.
March 13,2011 10:37 PM

genkaku said...
Posting as requested ... apparently the machine refused to print it when submitted
elsewhere:

We are now one week away from our meeting -- a meeting planned for an
opportunity to come together for the purpose of healing and helping each other
move forward from the difficulties experienced at ZSS.
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We have every confidence in our facilitators, Grace Schireson and Barry Magid and
their ability to facilitate the meeting in a way that will honor our experiences.

We expect that you have some feelings about what has happened at ZSS and we
expect that coming together in this way will provide some sense of empowerment
and the positive connections of Sangha. This is the essential purpose of this meeting
- coming together to help each other.

It has come to our attention that in the near future there may be a possible legal
action against the ZSS. The legal issue will not be a subject of this meeting.

We understand that you may have legal recourse available through pending
lawsuits. If you feel you may want to join in the legal action and attend the March 20
meeting you should seek legal counsel beforehand.

Our strongest intention is to be there for each other, to not cause any further
harm—either through withholding information or through pressure to share--and
to find a way forward through the healing power of sangha.

CSSF

http://www.sanghasteppingforth.com/
March 14, 2011 7:36 AM

Christopher said...
"Yes, in your two letters you certainly clarify the point of contention debated above:
that Eido Shimano had affairs over the last 15 years"

Actually, that was your point, not mine. Arguing about affairs is in my opinion pretty
useless anyway, since you can't blame anyone for not knowing what goes on in
Shimano's bedchamber.

On the other hand, what I am saying is that regardless of any affairs during those 15
years (one case revealed, how many not?), other kinds of abuse and manipulation
were taking place quite openly all the time. The fact that Mr. Marinello and the rest
of the ZSS didn't notice THAT - despite the fact that they knew all the details about
Shimano's history - makes me kind of wonder why anyone is listening to them at all.
The best Marinello has done is basically shrug his shoulders and say nobody's
perfect - though even that is admittedly more than the board or new abbess has
offered.

As for the rest of your comments about my letter, I must admit [ don't follow what
you're saying at all.
March 14,2011 10:18 AM
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upaya said...
I'm surprised that no one has yet commented on what Another Said
on 3/12 at 8:25

This is profound stuff . Not only is the post well written but it clarifies
the entire issue. Thank you to ‘Another Said’.

To respond now about ZSS Sangha members who ‘should have known’ such as
Gengo Marinello and all of us who came for sesshin time after time,

year after year and who have a very personal relationship with Eido Roshi...
The fact is, most of us really didn’t know the extent of his dysfunction and

the extent of his exploitation until recently, which is now undeniable.

Many ZSS Sangha members have either left completely or have decided to
practice on their own and by doing so keep their relationship with Eido Roshi
intact. Some will continue.

I respect everyone in the way they handle this very deep and painful issue.
Again, read the post by Another Said on 3/12 at 8:25 again. It’s key.
We have all ( ZSS ) been complicit in this affair.

What seems to me to be the most precious issue now is to take a stand, or sit
upright together amidst all this confusion, turmoil, emotion and grief, and work
toward a moving

forward that does acknowledge our vulnerability, our naivety, our wondrous
beginners mind

and our commitment to the practice so that that Zen in America find ways to protect
us from

what is not only A ZSS issue, but an issue that most Zen centers have had to struggle
with.

To again refer back to what Another Said on 3/12 at 8:25 regarding precepts:
“Unless ZSS is able to sit and listen to extent of distress at the bottom level, the
bottom rung

there never ever can be any solid ground from we can proceed in any authentic and
powerful

and realistic way.

This is deeply Buddhist. It's why we have precepts and why we have a great vow
and why we
take refuge in a Sangha.”
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Thank you to this blog and the CSSF meeting this weekend which challenges each
one of us to

“stand up for what is truthful and clear and even beautiful.”

March 14, 2011 7:06 PM

8 said...
Christopher said...

"The best Marinello has done is basically shrug his shoulders and say nobody's
perfect - though even that is admittedly more than the board or new abbess has
offered."

--Bulls**t. If it hadn't been for Marinello, Shimano would still be abbot. He was the
persistent leader WITHIN ZSS to accomplish this.

"As for the rest of your comments about my letter, I must admit I don't follow what
you're saying at all."

--This is very honest of you to admit, since recognizing irony is a type of test.

Power to CSSF!
March 14, 2011 9:27 PM

Christopher said...
"If it hadn't been for Marinello, Shimano would still be abbot"

Perhaps. Though - again - the fact that someone has done more to deal with Shimano
than the Board of the Zen Studies Society is, under the circumstances, unfortunately
not saying much.

But anyways, I'll grant that pointing out Marinello's complicity and conflict of
interest in this matter doesn't necessarily help the victims. So I'll stop now and let
the CSSF do its job (which is actually the ZSS's job, but I digress).

March 15,2011 5:08 AM

Another Said said...
"-Bulls**t. If it hadn't been for Marinello, Shimano would still be abbot. He was the
persistent leader WITHIN ZSS to accomplish this."
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This is exactly the kind of statement that ignores history in favor of elevating a
teacher. It's one ingredient in the making of an Eido Shimano.

It's true that Marinello at a very very late date came around to supporting a
separation of Shimano from ZSS. That decision includes the result of pressure from
many people before Marinello. Some are in the archive and just a few examples
include Adam Fisher's letter, board members who resigned, a letter from several
Zen teachers requesting Shimano's removal that was initiated by a student and
former board member, a letter from a psychiatrist, women willing to write about
their trauma, a rally in front of shoboji, and many emails in response to Marinello's
floundering to take a stand. Again, these are simply facts.

Then we hear, "Power to CSSF!"

Where's your humility? Where's your heart? This meeting began with good
intentions and is navigating it's way to keeping them, but in the process there are
several victims and perhaps others who are again being isolated by circumstances
associated with this meeting.

March 15,2011 6:26 AM

Somebody said...

"This meeting began with good intentions and is navigating it's way to keeping
them, but in the process there are several victims and perhaps others who are again
being isolated by circumstances associated with this meeting."

Please say more about this, especially how CSSF is hurting victims by isolating them.

Are you recommending people not support CSSF because they are isolating victims?

[ don't like seeing Marinello villifed. He is personally accessible and responsive to
civil discourse, so unless you have bothered to talk to him yourself, and thereby
clarify and understand, once and for all, what he is and has been about, imo you
need to cut it out with the sniping.

March 15,2011 10:23 AM

Another Said said...
"This meeting began with good intentions and is navigating it's way to keeping
them,"

This was meant as supportive to the people organizing this meeting. So was this
from a previous post...
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"I, for one, am quite tired of the tedious excuses that fail to challenge each one of us
to stand up for what is truthful and clear and even beautiful.”

This was in response to the "tedious” tendency to defend one person (here a
teacher) in a way that detracts from the larger Sangha and it's history. The Sangha
has been fractured multiple times. First it was in the 60's, and some students gave a
blind to not so blind loyalty to a teacher versus the effect on the Sangha as a whole.
This includes individuals who have been slandered and misrepresented.

The fracture within the Sangha happened again in the 70's, 80's, 90's, and now in
2011. They are always divisive and that's the part I'm looking at, especially specific
patterns. One is that some people team up for or against key players. This is exactly
what I was addressing. | was reminding the writer of the post that this is not about
whose side to jump on, especially by forgetting the efforts of other people who are
largely not known or are as misrepresented as you feel [ misrepresented Marinello. I
hope this is more clear.

About isolating victims. More specifically | mean women who were sexually
exploited, men who were emotionally and financially exploited, and witnesses for
them.

The legal disclaimer is threatening enough to cause concern, but nebulous enough to
not know how to intelligently proceed within the meeting. It's sad for those of us
who prefer Sangha to lawyers. This is not a situation that CSSF deliberately created.
It's another fact and presents limits but hopefully not enough for some people to
create valuable connections via CSSF.

March 15,2011 4:10 PM

Nobody said...

Thank you for taking the time to reply to my questions. I agree with you: Sangha is
preferable to lawyers, especially if victims get re-exploited later by outsiders, or
former ZSS senior students, management, etc, who may have their own added
motives.

March 15,2011 5:25 PM

Another Said said...
Dear Nobody,

['m wondering if, with your name, you're writing from the "unconditional realm". :)

Yes, we agree on the preference to Sangha.
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However, an added motive may be to do what ZSS should/could have done. The
Tsunami widens as a result. Not actually a good metaphor at this time. Does anyone
know how/where Jundo Cohen is in Japan? [ believe that's where he is.

March 15,2011 6:23 PM

Kobutsu said...

Jundo Cohen-osho is in Tsukuba, Ibaraki. I have been trying to reach him by phone
for three days without success.

March 15,2011 6:40 PM

Another Said said...
Thanks Kobutsu, I found this thread from a google search...

Laurie Reemsnyder says:

March 15,2011 at 12:46 am

Does anyone know about the area of Tsukuba, Ibaraki? My very kind friend
Yoshiyuki Abe lives and works there and I am so worried about him and his family.
I'm guessing there is no power so he can’t communicate, but am feeling so worried.
Thank you. Our heart goes out to everyone in this terrible situation.

Reply

James Daniell says:

March 15,2011 at 10:36 pm

Hi Laurie,

[ can report to you the good news that Tsukuba City in Ibaraki prefecture has only 4
major injuries and 10 minor injuries, but no deaths recorded as yet!

So I hope your friend is ok.

7 houses have been partially destroyed and 1767 houses partially damaged.

All the best,

James.

Reply

nia says:

March 15, 2011 at 5:59 am

if anyone knows about ibaraki prefecture, takahagi city...

how is the situation there?

i have a family there.. but i can’t contact him for 5 days since tsunami.
please... give me any info..

Reply

James Daniell says:

March 15,2011 at 10:13 pm

Hi, Nia,

In Takahagi city, there is only 1 building collapsed.
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1 dead and 19 injured.

At the moment there is intermittent phone and other info, so I hope that you
connect through soon.

Cheers,

James.

Reply

March 15,2011 7:28 PM

Another Said said...

From Jundo's website - Treeleaf Zendo.....
"by Jundo on Fri Mar 11, 2011 9:07 am

We lost part of the roof, this and that ... but it's just stuff. Everyone okay.
No power, so may be out of touch for awhile.
Land moves, heart is still.

Gassho, Jundo"

March 15,2011 8:00 PM

CharlesFirch said...

'Nobody' same as 'Somebody’

As a parent, the only unconditional is love

March 15,2011 8:36 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Hi Genkakuy,
My post keeps getting deleted ;)

Would you please look in your inbox or spam folder and post my message for me?
Thanks.
March 15,2011 9:11 PM

WhokElse said...
Right now: Manchester United plays Olympique de Marseille (MU vs OM).
March 15,2011 9:12 PM
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genkaku said...

Posted at the request of silencenotgolden:
Another said...

“Then we hear, "Power to CSSF!"

Where's your humility? Where's your heart? This meeting began with good
intentions and is navigating it's way to keeping them, but in the process there are
several victims and perhaps others who are again being isolated by circumstances
associated with this meeting.”

I[solated indeed. It strikes me as a repetition of the 1993 Women's Meeting, except
that men will be present this time.

The 1993 women's meeting, which is well documented in the shimanoarchive, was
also initially planned with good intentions and was to be held at an off-site, non-ZSS
location. It was to be a place where women could freely voice their concerns,
particularly about the sexual abuse and the bullying at the Zen Studies Society.

So what went wrong with the 1993 meeting? In the simplest terms: it got co-opted
by Mr. Shimano. A week or so before the meeting, Sherry Chayat intervened and was
instrumental in getting the meeting moved to Dai Bosatsu... with Mr. Shimano
present, as well as her cuckolded former husband, Lou Nordstrom. And even though
the meeting was right in their own residence, it was apparently far too dangerous
for the nuns Fujin Attale Formhals or Seiko Susan Morningstar to attend, or maybe
they just don't care. They can speak for themselves.

But by having the meeting on-site at DBZ, it meant that several women who had
been sexually abused by Mr. Shimano were excluded, women who had planned to
attend the meeting off-site but who were then repulsed at the possibility of running
into Mr. Shimano at DBZ, or had been so viciously slandered and blamed for their
own abuse that they were far too traumatized to ever set foot on ZSS property again,
even when chaperoned by witnesses; and there were a number of known victims
were were not even informed of the meeting.

The 1993 meeting was the beginning of Ms. Chayat's very public descent into being
a trusty soldier for the abuses of Mr. Shimano; as trusty a soldier as Mrs. Shimano,
feigning ignorance and worse, deliberately luring women into trusting her husband.
(And don't tell me that's it's not nice to say that; it's true.)

The juxtaposition of Ms. Chayat and Mr. Shimano (her abuser) and Mr. Nordstrom
(the former husband she was cheating on) at a meeting which excluded a number of
women whose lives had been desperately harmed by Mr. Shimano's sexual abuse,
was entirely too manipulative and subversive for me to ever reconcile. Perhaps
some people thought that the adulterous menage was cute, but to me, its purpose
was to deliberately subvert the moral character of the meeting and its attendees.

[ have many times wondered how much Mr. Nordstrom was told before he
consented to giving the dharma talk at Dai Bosastu on that weekend in October
1993, the weekend of the women's meeting. In 2009, I read the article in the New
York Times about Mr. Nordstrom's struggle to resolve his self-alienation, and I
wondered if the women's meeting was one of the episodes that he had in mind,
when he said:
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“I feel I'm going to be blindsided — that I'm being set up. The record suggests that’s
what tends to happen to me.”

So this weekend we will have another meeting, once again orchestrated by trainees
of the Zen Studies Society, the Committee for Sangha Stepping Forth: is it another
set up? Has the meeting already been co-opted by Mr. Shimano and his pals?

[ think that it would be a good idea to write down unattributed minutes of the
meeting, as was done in 1993, instead of being blindsided later by ZSS deceit.

Enlightenment Therapy by Chip Brown. Published: April 23, 2009
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04 /26 /magazine/26zen-
t.html?pagewanted=1&_r=1

Women's Workshop Minutes. October 22-24, 1993.
www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19931022R_Womans_Workshop.pdf
Posted by silencenotgolden to genkaku-again at March 15, 2011 9:04 PM
March 15,2011 9:32 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Thanks very much Genkaku.

[ keep hoping that someday, somehow, some way, I will run out of disturbing Zen
Studies Society stories. And I will be GLAD.

In the meantime, thanks for keeping the thread open ;)
March 15,2011 10:16 PM

Jennifer said...
Well said silencenotgolden.... There was one sentence in the letter to the Board
following that meeting that betrayed who wrote it.....

“We met in the spirit of love and gratitude for Eido Roshi, our directors, this Practice
and our Sangha.”

She who coined the "unconditional realm".....
March 15,2011 11:03 PM

On the Ground said...

"So this weekend we will have another meeting, once again orchestrated by trainees
of the Zen Studies Society, the Committee for Sangha Stepping Forth: is it another
set up? Has the meeting already been co-opted by Mr. Shimano and his pals?”
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[ don't think that the problem this time around is that it's been co-opted by Shimano
and his pals. I don't think Shimano has too many pals left unless some are keeping
their agenda in the background hoping that the smoke will eventually blow over at
which time they can raise up their teacher again. Certainly Sherry Chayat has done
this already if you take a look at the present Zen Studies Society Website in which
she sees herself as part of the Mandala that includes her highest praises of Eido
Shimano.

There are 6 former students that [ know of who are not comfortable in attending the
CSSF meeting. Only one reason is the legal disclaimer mentioned by "Somebody
Said". There is a common theme of isolation and alienation among them but they
have plenty to say that is worth hearing. Since [ don't know that many former
students this is a fairly large number. [ don't have a solution to this problem. Just
know that they are there and are part of your Sangha.

March 16,2011 12:52 AM

Capucine said...
It seems a lot of folks are concerned that the "Committee" consists of former
enablers who have only just changed their minds... In their own words:

"After waiting for months to hear from the ZSS Board, we have decided to step forth
and organize at a grassroots level a way to address some of the hurt and suffering
that many of us have been experiencing over the last six months caused by the
actions of Eido Roshi, the Board and our own denial over the years."

"over the last six months" says a lot... these folks are babes in the woods. And the
real corker: "by the actions of Eido Roshi" still referring to him as a "Roshi"?

These simple words convey a lot. From many people's perspectives, the CSSF
intention may be benevolent, but the action is premature. Folks would rather see
Shimano held accountable in a court of law rather than provided with an overly
generous retirement package. Get the court proceeding over first... then deal with
"reconciliation" and "stepping forward."

March 16,2011 1:25 AM

Christopher said...
"The 1993 meeting was the beginning of Ms. Chayat's very public descent into being
a trusty soldier for the abuses of Mr. Shimano."

That's quite a story. Though by "very public" [ assume you mean for those who were
there to see her in action. From my distant perspective, the only salient point on her
ocean of silence is a single denial (and even that was just alleged by Nonin on ZFI) of
having slept with Shimano.
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So thanks for the background.
March 16,2011 5:15 AM

GennyLooksCockyinATutu said...

Yes, a single denial is proof that Chayat is a liar.
Why do you think they call it 'Ho' en ji?

CSSF will host nothing better than 1993.

Let's all go and gawk.

Reconciliation can wait.

Barry, Grace, Seigan et al are enablers.

March 16,2011 6:02 AM

Christopher said...

It really would be nice to take the level of debate here up a notch, and for people to
actually identify themselves. Then the rest of us wouldn't have to waste our time
responding, for example, to the same crazy ZSS defender posting under twenty
different pseudonyms.

This really is a bizarre forum for discussion, when you think about it.
March 16,2011 10:30 AM

theAntiChrist-opher said...

Yeah, bring on the lawyers!

Let's get'em!

Revenge first, reconcile second!

Andy "chuxaboutbux" Afable for CEO, COB and FLK!

Kevin "the world is my sangha" Malone for abbot!

March 16,2011 11:55 AM

iuris consulti said...

theAntiChrist-opher said...

Yeah, bring on the lawyers!
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Let's get'em!

Revenge first, reconcile second!

Andy "chuxaboutbux" Afable for CEO, COB and FLK!
Kevin "the world is my sangha" Malone for abbot!
TAC, what are you really saying?

Are you saying that that Shimano is just alright with you and that the ZSS board is
fine too?

Are you saying the victims should not be empowered by giving out information
about lawsuits and conflicts of interest?

Are you upset with Afable and Malone for finally getting the ball rolling in dealing
with Shimano and ZSS?

Would you be upset about Afable's exit deal after all these years if it weren't for his
involvement with the Retirement Petition?

Would you'd have cared one whit about Malone if he hadn't posted the archives?

Or what?
March 16, 2011 4:48 PM

silencenotgolden said...

“There was one sentence in the letter to the Board following that meeting that
betrayed who wrote it...”

Here's the letter:

www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19931024_Women_Board

(Part One of my response)

The October 24, 1993 letter to the ZSS Board of Directors, Mr. Shimano and the
public at large, was written during a lengthy discussion on the last day of the
women's meeting, Sunday October 24. It was neither quick nor easy to come to a
consensus on the wording of the letter, but the process itself was a participatory and
well argued affair. At the end of the process, everyone consented to the wording of
the letter and then signed it. One person left the meeting early and did not sign.

But the process was lengthy and was based on the prior day's discussions. For
example, how does one say, "The Bylaws should be changed to make the Zen Studies
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Society more democratic. It it currently an autocratic organization where no one has
any say in what happens.” Consensus on the wording was reached with, "The
inclusion of a Sangha voice in the decision-making process of the the Zen Studies
Society." That's point number 4 in the letter.

How does one say, “We want Eido Shimano and his clergy to stop sexually abusing
people, and we want the Board of Directors to hold them accountable when they
do.” Consensus was reached with, “We discussed trust and accountability issues.”
That's point number 6.

And how does one say, “We want to protect people from being vulnerable to being
bullied and manipulated; we want to stop being taught that abusive behavior is
justifiable because there is nothing to judge and no one to judge in the unconditional
realm.” Consensus was reached with the words, “The reading of the ethical conduct
guidelines as part of sesshin cautions.” That's point 5.

Consensus. Everyone consented. No one felt assaulted or surprised by the
publication of the letter.

(continued in Part Two)
March 16,2011 5:02 PM

silencenotgolden said...
(Part Two of my response)

To identify who-said-what is not within the confidential spirit of the women's
meeting; that is why the meeting minutes are unattributed, they are anonymous.
And not everything that was said at the meeting is in the minutes, discretion was
used; this is also in keeping with the confidential spirit of the meeting.

Having said that, [ will say this: [ do not believe that there would be any
documentation of the meeting at all, had it not been for the presence of a well
trained corporate lawyer, who has also taught law and was on the ZSS Board. She
was trained in the “real” world: the world where people go to meetings, take notes,
distill their ideas into action points, and then publish diplomatically worded memaos.

Undocumented words are hot air and easily exploited; they are a tool of the Zen
Studies Society's well oiled secrecy trap, where the only real outcome of a meeting is
to perpetuate the secrecy and to escape from being held accountable - for half a
CENTURY. The only things that really change are the names of the attendees,
because the previous attendees have managed to remove Mr. Shimano from their
lives.

But let me say something about “confidentiality” in the context of a meeting of this
sort, for the benefit of the attendees of the March 20, 2011 meeting. It is not a



191

confidential meeting in the sense that what is said will be kept a secret. Everything
that is said will be repeated to the Zen Studies Society and to people's families and
their friends. This is normal, this is healthy and whether anyone likes it or not, this
is the way the world works.

So if you are tempted to say something that you do not want the world to
know...don't say in the
March 16,2011 5:04 PM

silencenotgolden said...

So if you are tempted to say something that you do not want the world to
know...don't say it in the meeting.

March 16,2011 5:09 PM

TAC said...

IC:

What I said

No

No

No

YES!!

Maybe

I don't know

March 16, 2011 7:22 PM

Upaya said...
silencenotgolden said...

"So if you are tempted to say something that you do not want the world to
know...don't say it in the meeting. "

OK - so what do you risk if you decide to be authentic and step forth?
March 16,2011 9:14 PM

iuris consulti said...
Silence Not Golden,

Your recounting and explanation of the events that lead to the October 24, 1993
letter seem very reasonable. I for one think it or some version of it belongs in the
archive. I also think that Genkaku's recounting above should also be considered.
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IMO, the wording of that letter might have seemed to the majority to be prudent at
the time. But with respect to the supposed consensus, | am sure that some simply
went along with that milk toast language, and that others clearly saw that it was
doomed to fail, and that some did not really want to effect change and upset the
activities at Camp Shimano in the Catskills. It was that timid diplomatic approach
itself that was doomed the attempt at change to failure. Perhaps simple clarity like
"the Bylaws should be changed to make the Zen Studies Society more democratic”
would have energized that instance of the sangha and would have actually lead to
change. The belief that the 1993 response "needed" to be done as it was should have
sounded the alarm of "cultism" or some other serious problems.

[t is a shame but at that time near 30 years had passed filled with Shimano's
misdeeds. It should have been obvious that one reasonable response to a
community such as this is leaving and encouraging others to leave and then possibly
taking actions that will lead to eventual disintegration of the dysfunctional
organization. Any approach from within the organization probably would have
resulted in pressures to leave.

[ guess this just proves the point that delusions are really endless. Sad, very sad.

[ still struggle to understand why anyone would want to remain affiliated in any
capacity with that community. Has anyone heard if any the changes towards
democracy that were mentioned before Chayatt's ascendancy to the high seat have
been implemented?

March 16,2011 9:29 PM

Kobutsu said...
The genkaku-again blog text is regularly updated in the archive:

The first 5,000 entries:
http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20100210_Genkaku_Again.pdf

Subsequent entries:
http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20110211_Genkaku_Again.pdf
March 16,2011 10:46 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Upaya said...
OK - so what do you risk if you decide to be authentic and step forth?

You risk spending more years of your life with them.



193

[ know that's a short answer and [ do have a long answer, but that's pretty much the
bottom line. I'll write more.
March 16,2011 10:56 PM

Christopher said...
"Chayatt's ascendancy to the high seat"

You gotta love that imagery - I know it gets Kobutsu's blood boiling :)

Speaking of which, since this blog has in fact been archived, here's one of my
favourite quotes from way back on August 18, 2010:

"Roko as Vice Abbot?
Geez... A piece of styrofoam on the high seat is better Zen."
March 17,2011 5:20 AM

Seriously Asking said...
Silenceisgolden said,

"You risk spending more years of your life with them."

And, you know "Them" well enough to make a judgement? You've talked to the
committee members? You know their stand about Shimano and ZSS? And, how do
any of us know this who don't know them well? Why have they not said anything
themselves directly?

March 17,2011 6:30 AM

Y'ALL said...
Hey Y'all,

Which Sangha do you belong to?

--The Sangha that supports Eido, no matter what.

--The sangha that will attend the Sangha Stepping Forth gathering.

--The sangha that signed the petition.

--The Sangha that would like to sue ZSS.

--The Sangha that feels Shinge Roshi deserves a break.

--The Sangha that approves of the decisions of the current Board.

--The Sangha (individuals) that resigned from the Board in the last 6 monbhs.
--The Sangha that feels Genkaku should not allow anonymouses to post.

--The NEW SANGHA, present in force, at the recent installation of Roko as Abbot.
--The old Sangha, who hardly recognized anyone in the NEW SANGHA.

--The Sangha who were "wounded" (Marinello's term) by Shimano, yet would never
want to come out in public.
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--The Sangha that feels the word "certificated" is bizzare.

--The Sangha of the ordained (there are many) who had disavowed ZSS and Eido.
--The anonymous Sangha, who like to blah blah blog.

--The marginalized NYC Sangha who will sometimes sit together but never at NYZ.
--The Sangha who feel they have profound opinions about ZSS but really never were
part of it.

Pick a Sangha you are a part of. Pick two or three, or more. There will be other
Sanghas that will disagree with you.

So much for "Sangha Togetherness." Time to geeze.
March 17,2011 12:38 PM

Jenny said...

So much for your incessant, obnoxious divisiveness... Kobutsu's "whole world
sangha" makes much more sense.

March 17,2011 1:23 PM

Christopher said...
"The Sangha who feel they have profound opinions about ZSS but really never were
part of it."

As someone who - thank God - was never part of the ZSS, I find the suggestion that
"outsiders" should have nothing to say in the matter to be pretty funny: as Jundo
Cohen wrote, calls to let the "insiders" handle this are literally decades too late.
March 17,2011 4:20 PM

Spike said...
Christopher: get a life.
March 17,2011 5:04 PM

genkaku said...

In one sense, the problems at Zen Studies Society are Zen Studies Society's
problems. In one sense they do not touch other Zen institutions or individuals. In
one sense, it's not-in-my-backyard. In one sense it's none-of-my-business.

But in another sense the shame Jundo Cohen referred to in his initial letter to the
American Zen Teachers Association (with a copy to ZSS) is an important part of the
acknowledgment any serious Zen student might wish to make... irrespective of
whether 'teachers' were similarly inclined. This is our practice ... how can we not be
involved? How can we not wish to say, whether as ZSS members or not, a profound
and responsible, "I am sorry."
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March 17,2011 5:23 PM

second that said...
Thank you, Genkaku. The only way ZSS will clean up its act is if it continues to feel

the heat from all quarters, including the larger world.
March 17,2011 5:35 PM

Sad said...
Yes, so many have said that they are sorry on this blog. If they didn't, they no doubt

wished to.
March 17,2011 5:41 PM

silencenotgolden said...

iuris consulti,

Thanks for your comments on my post concerning the 10/24/93 letter to the ZSS
Board from the attendees of the weekend women's meeting at DBZ. I'll go into a bit
more detail on the usefulness of the letter.

Part One

The 10/24/93 letter pulled its outline from the statements made in the previous
day's discussion (Saturday, 10/23/93); there is a correlation between the 6 points
made in the letter (Sunday, 10/24/93) and the 60+statements made in the meeting
minutes of Saturday, 10/23/93. And rather than being a “recommendation” to the
Board, it served as a meeting-outline-memo that empowered the only Board
member who was present at the meeting; she had only been on the board for 9
months.

When I say “empowered”, | mean empowered with documents and signatures. After
30 years of institutional abuse, obviously there was very little that was said at the
women's meeting that was unknown to, and witnessed by, the men and women of
the Zen Studies Society and the members of the Board. As a new board member, she
found it useful to have fresh documentation: a letter outlining the meeting, plus the
minutes of the meeting, plus the validation of the signatures of the attendees.
Especially since the attendees were meeting in a “spirit of love and gratitude for
Eido Roshi, our directors, this Practice and our Sangha.” Very credible witnesses.

She was a lawyer with some experience in corporate employment law, and she was
instrumental in trying to put together a set of documents that would embolden the
Zen Studies Society Board:

1. Guidelines for Ethical Conduct: a list of moral standards, including negative
employment consequences for moral violations.

2. Signed witness testimony from the October 1993 Women's meeting.
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3. An employment contract for Mr. Shimano which was tied to the Ethical
Guidelines.
4. Changes to the ZSS Bylaws, which give “cult leader” powers to the abbot.

(continued in Part Two)
March 17,2011 9:04 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Part Two

[ admire her persistence in trying to clean up the Zen Studies Society and the legal
insight with which she approached the problem. And although each Board member
has only one vote, she was unusually good at consensus building, diplomatic and an
all round very good person. But in 1995, after getting phone calls from the Sex
Crimes Unit of the Manhattan District Attorney's Office concerning Mr. Shimano, and
receiving the letter from Robert Aitken, signed by 7 other clergy, stating that they
are aware of Mr. Shimano's abuses, and seeing the Board's proposal to reward Mr.
Shimano with a retirement package that would deplete the organization's
assets...she resigned from the Board. She describes more of her reasons in her
resignation letter.

And when you say, iuris consultis, “it should have sounded the alarm of 'cultism"”’, it
did indeed and some people got out. But a cult is very good at distorting information
and making excuses as to why members have disappeared. The Zen Studies Society
responded as cults do, and as they are doing again now: they pretend that they have
not been abusing people and that they are being misunderstood.

Eido Tai Shimano is a fraud. The Zen Studies Society is indeed an abusive cult that
influences its trainees to do harm, and those trainees are corrupted in the process.
The corruption is now multi-generational, and no amount of fancy titles for their
trainees can change that.

Documents:
Resignation letter:
www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19950910_Perriello_Board.pdf

Women's Workshop Minutes. October 22-24, 1993.
www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19931022R_Womans_Workshop.pdf

Women's Workshop Letter to the Board October 24, 1993

www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19931024_Women_Board.pdf
March 17,2011 9:07 PM

silencenotgolden said...
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Here is the 1995 letter from Robert Aitken, Yvonne Rand, Alan Senauke, Jan Chozen
Bays, Susan Jion Postal,Helen Yuho Harkaspi, Bodhin Kjolhede, and Philip Kapleau,
Roshi, stating that they are aware of Mr. Shimano's abuses.

www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19950809R_ZenTeachers_ZSS.pdf
March 17,2011 9:46 PM

Christopher said...
"Christopher: get a life."

Again, I'm not sure I follow your line of thinking here. Are you suggesting that there
are better ways to spend my time than by trying to get the ZSS to deal with
institutional sexual abuse? Are you perhaps the same person who once suggested to
genkaku that, if he didn't spend so much time on this blog, he would be enlightened
by now?

And why is it that ZSS defenders evidently have to be asked simple yes or no
questions for us to figure out what they are trying to say in the first place? Why
should we even bother, when the ZSS itself is obviously not interested in listening to
dozens of well-reasoned entreaties?

Maybe you're right. As someone else has suggested, it seems I'm just wasting more
of my precious life trying to reason with a cult.
March 18,2011 4:15 AM

BlueCollar said...

Christopher:

1. Yes

2.No

3.ZSS sangha defender & Marinello supporter
4. No, not well-reasoned

March 18,2011 4:36 AM

lost cause said...

"Eido Tai Shimano is a fraud. The Zen Studies Society is indeed an abusive cult that
influences its trainees to do harm, and those trainees are corrupted in the process.
The corruption is now multi-generational, and no amount of fancy titles for their
trainees can change that."

Silencenotgolden:

Thank you for setting us straight.

[ am one who concluded months ago that Shimano is a fraud and that ZSS is an
abusive, fraudulent, dangerous cult. And yet - I find myself every now and then
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wondering whether ZSS could not have been, could not still be, salvaged, somehow.
Because for those of us who had no knowledge before last summer of this sordid,
shameful, criminal history, the practice and fellowship was something quite
precious.

Your detailed, factual entries over the last few days on the 1993 women’s meeting
have been most enlightening. Most useful has been what you shared about Chayat -
which proves her to be an out-&-and-out liar and a shameless power monger (as
many had assessed).

Time to end any musings about the possibility of ZSS’ survival as anything clean or
healthy.

Thank you again. Silencenotgolden, indeed.
March 18,2011 11:28 AM

lost cause said...
meant "shameless power grabber".
March 18,2011 12:02 PM

iuris consulti said...
Silencenotgolden, thank you very much for shedding more real light on and bringing
aspects of the circumstances of the 1993 ZSS Women's conference the fore.

While it may not be obvious, even less so for the supporters and enablers, I think
that it is very significant that the women of ZSS never met formally again since that
time.

Lost cause said "Time to end any musings about the possibility of ZSS’ survival as
anything clean or healthy." While this has been mentioned by others several
hundred comments ago, recent revelations clearly show that this organization has
been fundamentally unhealthy practice center and sponsor since Shimano took it
over despite Robert Aitken's warnings to the founding board members in the mid-
sixties. ZSS is a lost cause indeed.

March 18,2011 1:51 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Upaya said...
OK - so what do you risk if you decide to be authentic and step forth?

It is self-deceptive to participate in a “confidential” meeting where the straight
people, Dr. Barry Magid and Grace Schireson, are not taking notes, but the Zen
Studies Society people are.
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[ think that Dr. Magid and Ms. Schireson and Mr. Seigan Ed Glassing should follow
the example of the 1993 Women's meeting and appoint someone to write down
unattributed minutes. And in the spirit of confidentiality, Dr. Magid and Ms.
Schireson and Mr. Glassing should edit the minutes before publishing them. The
level of confidentiality can be increased by not publishing the names of the
attendees.

This is not a confidential meeting in the sense that what is said will be kept a secret.
Everything that is said will be repeated to the Zen Studies Society and to people's
families and their friends. This is normal, this is healthy, and whether anyone likes it
or not, this is the way the world works.

[ would like to see Dr. Magid and Ms. Schireson and Mr. Glassing help to protect the
mental health of the attendees with transparency, instead of seeing us further
damaged with more secrecy.

For example: it would be normal and healthy for “BlueCollar” at 4:36am above, to
walk out of the meeting and to call Joe Marinello, and presumably Mr. Marinello
would take notes. What is the point in “criminalizing” this behavior with secrecy?
It's an illusion to say that “no ZSS Board members” will be at the meeting; hopefully
their representatives will be present and attentive.

Secrecy is the key characteristic of abusive religious cults, and [ am tired of the Zen
Studies Society threatening people with lawsuits if they do not keep silent. At this
very moment, the Faith Trust Institute and Marie Fortune are under legal threat,
unless they continue to keep the Zen Studies Society's secrets. How is it that Dr.
Magid and Ms. Schireson have consented to allowing their professional reputations
be exploited by the Zen Studies Society in the same way? Allowing their names and
their credibility and their credentials to be exploited in public, and yet they are not
allowed to speak?

This meeting is sponsored by the Committee for the [Zen Studies Society] Sangha
Stepping Forth. I have no idea why Ed Glassing thinks that he knows his own mind,
having just recently extricated himself from a secretive and abusive organization
after 25 years, but he calls himself “former” ZSS. What if he changes his mind and he
wants to go back? What if his circumstances change, is he not allowed to change his
mind? Why not? He's a good person; people change their minds; it's normal and
healthy, why set him up for being “criminalized” as a hypocrite and a fraud?

Please. Please liberate everyone from the “secrecy” syndrome. Let's go for
transparency and discretion. Let's take unattributed minutes, review them and
publish them. I am so tired of keeping the Zen Studies Society's secrets... and [ am so
tired of being threatened by those people.

March 18,2011 1:54 PM
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agree said...
[ agree with Silencenotgolden. There should be unattributed minutes for the record.

In addition, while ZSS may be a lost cause, it is till important for its board to hear
how deeply they have failed the sangha they should have been serving. In fact, if
they had a modicum of leadership or appreciation of their responsibility, they would
have been convening regular meetings with the sangha such as the one that CSSF is
convening now.

But then again - why bother?! To what end? Lost cause, right? ...

In any case - whether one wishes to communicate with the ZSS board or not at this
stage, it is important to keep unattributed minutes of the CSSF meeting for the
record. Provided participants agree.

March 18,2011 3:08 PM

Jim said...
--"Secrecy is the key characteristic of abusive religious cults, and I am tired of the
Zen Studies Society threatening people with lawsuits if they do not keep silent. "

Lets start now with your request for transparency now. Can you list at least a
few(since you imply there were many) occasions where students were threatened
by ZSS. Who threaten them and who was threatened?

March 18,2011 4:17 PM

BlueSpikedCollar said...

SNG said:

"...it would be normal and healthy for “BlueCollar” at 4:36am above, to walk out of
the meeting and to call Joe Marinello, and presumably Mr. Marinello would take
notes."

Could, but wouldn't, even if I went.

Mr. Marinello told me personally in writing weeks ago that he supports CSSF and
this meeting.

For me it is a dream come true. Too bad ZSS did not host (but CSSF may do much
better), as I asked at the end of the following letter:

October 29th, 2010

Dear President Dowling and Members of the Board,
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Your recent 10/27 letter cites many accomplishments, and you all deserve the
gratitude of the Sangha for your steadfast efforts and many successes.

I note, however, that Faith Trust Institute, whose advice you have endeavored to
follow, made the following recommendation:

"If there are students who wish to continue to study with Eido, they may do so on
their own but not under the auspices of ZSS."

Then I note the following in your letter:

“Following his retirement from the Board in July, Eido Roshi stopped receiving new
students and may see and instruct only those who mutually decide to continue their
established dokusan practice. This will occur primarily during sesshin at DBZ, and
on selected occasions at New York Zendo Shobo-ji, as determined by the Abbot of
DBZ and the Director(s) of NYZ and subject to Eido Roshi's availability. Eido Roshi
will continue monthly Japanese Dharma classes at New York Zendo Shobo-ji.”

This is most unfortunate and, in my opinion, badly needs to be reconsidered, at least
for the following reason: I do not think that the zendos, rooms, and hallways of Dai
Bosatsu Zendo or Shobo Ji can now simultaneously accommodate both Mr. Shimano
as well as the injured and deeply alienated segments of the Zen Studies Society
Sangha. The Board must first reach out to these segments of the Sangha, and seek to
provide reconciliation and healing for them. If the Board values these specific
Sangha members, or for that matter its Sangha members in general, the Board
should recognize its vital responsibility in this specific matter. No other entity can
accomplish this.

If need be, Zen Studies Society can do without Mr. Shimano’s fancy robes and scrolls.
[t can stand to be disinherited of other property, including real estate. It can (and
must) learn to cope with the succession, natural or forced, of abbots. But it cannot
afford to lose the faith and trust of its Sangha. The best interests of the Sangha
should not be sacrificed or betrayed, as if Zen Studies Society was no more than just
its Founding Abbot.

Eventually it may be possible to reconcile with Mr. Shimano. But first the Sangha
must heal. Please allow this to happen, and please also take an active guiding role.

Most sincerely,

XXXXXXXXX

Suggest you consider inviting all past Society members, especially those you know
who have suffered the most, to a reconciliation/rebirth-themed event in the Spring

at DBZ, co-led by Ms. Chayat and Mr. Marinello, such as a weekend sesshin. Devote
teishos/talks and a closing meeting/activity to this theme.
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March 18,2011 5:19 PM

Christopher said...
"Too bad ZSS did not host (but CSSF may do much better), as I asked at the end of
the following letter:"

Good letter. More evidence that the ZSS doesn't give a rat's ass about its
constituents, even those who are willing to bend over backwards in unwavering
support.

[ must say though, now that I've read that letter, that it's probably better that the
ZSS has never bothered to offer Shimano's victims any support. Just thinking about a
"reconciliation/rebirth-themed event" at DBZ, co-led by Chayat and Marinello, gives
me the shivers, and I'm not even a victim.

March 19, 2011 6:14 AM

Ziirich said...
News from Zurich:

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/10index.html#zurich
March 19,2011 10:47 AM

silencenotgolden said...
Hello Bluespikedcollar,

[ read your letter above at 5:19 pm, and I see that you have a very good grip on the
dynamics of the problem.

But I don't think that I made my point strongly enough, in my previous post about
the March 20th meeting: the meeting is sponsored by the Committee for the [Zen
Studies Society] Sangha Stepping Forth. Let's remove the extraneous words : the
meeting is sponsored by the Zen Studies Society.

[t is beginning to seem to me that the meeting has been hijacked by the Zen Studies
Society and therefore now everything has to be a big secret. No paper. No record. No
audit trail. I am so tired of covering up for their cowardice with our silence.

We're not talking about ax murders, we're talking about the dharma and how it is
has been manifested at the ZSS. People can speak honestly, as was done at the 1993
Womens' meeting, about their love for the practice, or about being bullied and
silenced, or their thoughts on Mr. Shimano, or about being sexually harassed, or
their thoughts about the Board, or how things have been handled in the past year,
whatever they want to say.
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But we are not children and while it's nice to have Grace and Barry there, this is our
problem and allowing ourselves to silenced AGAIN is not the way of it.

[ am tired of allowing Joe Marinello to be the public voice for our views, and he must
surely be getting tired of it too.

Let's speak for ourselves, let's write it down, unattributed minutes, edited for
privacy, and distribute it. Like normal people do. No letter to the Board, no request
for a response, this meeting is for us not for them.

The Board has its own meetings and if they didn't spend so much time
whitewashing their minutes, maybe we wouldn't be having this problem for forty
years.

This is our meeting and there's no need for a whitewash.

March 19,2011 3:26 PM

Spike said...

SNG: if you attend, try to get a waiver on the confidentiality, and release a
REVIEWED and APPROVED statement that the meeting did, indeed, cover the topics
listed on the web page, that certain subtopics were addressed, and especially if the
scant time allotted for discussion was sufficient. Release the statement on this blog,
sweeping zen, ZFI, the archive, and [ don't know where else, so that the doings don't
get characterized as somehow nefarious. Or, get Barry or Grace to do it, if you're not
allowed. (Better you should do it since you have cred going back to the original
Women's Meeting at DBZ.)

March 19,2011 4:26 PM

Fred said...
Don't worry guys,as a former cop, ['m going and wearing a wire so all will be

revealed. Stay tuned.
March 19, 2011 5:47 PM

silencenotgolden said...
And I'll be the lady in the flowered hat and sunglasses.
March 19,2011 7:16 PM

silenceisgolden said...

Hi Spike,

Yes, I agree, that Grace or Barry or Seigan could appoint a secretary for the meeting,
perhaps even one of their own students or a friend. The only skill that is required is
that they be a good note taker. Minutes are not quotes ; they are a simple list of
unattributed statements that reflect the sequence of thoughts at the meeting.
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[ think that a lack of minutes shows a lack of respect for the presence and the
contributions of the participants. People are present to hear and be heard, and to
later reflect on what on what other people had to say. It is tough to remember
without minutes, especially if one is not permitted to take notes (I am not suggesting
that people take notes).

Having said all that, the sponsors of a meeting decide what is appropriate for the
meeting. I just think that it's unhealthy for people to be told not to talk.
March 19,2011 11:00 PM

silencenotgolden said...

It has been genuinely puzzling to me as to how Grace Schireson and Barry Magid
would consent to being silenced, and that they would consent to attending a meeting
where people are told to keep secrets. Puzzling that they would consent to this...and
then proceed to lecture people about giving their power away. Puzzling to me that
they would participate in a situation that “criminalizes” people who talk outside the
group.

Puzzling and irreconcilable to me. It requires a weird kind of double-think that I just
don't seem to able to muster.

And I woke up this morning and I realized: Grace and Barry are members of the
American Zen Teachers Association. They have given their power of speech away on
aregular basis, as a cost of doing business in the maintenance of their own power
and prestige. It is NORMAL to them.

It is normal for members of the AZTA to give their own power of speech away, as
they did to Joe Marinello and Sherry Chayat, until they were expressly given
permission to speak. There is an amoral character to the AZTA that is driven by fear
and it is dangerous to American Zen.

And it is this amorality and double-think that perpetuates the abuse.

March 20, 2011 8:33 AM

whatever works said...

Could someone who knows German please translate the news from Zurich recently
added to the archives? Christopher, maybe? Anyone? Thanks in advance!

SilenceNotGolden--great post at 8:33.
March 20,2011 9:13 AM

YouKnowWho said...
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"It has been genuinely puzzling to me as to how Grace Schireson and Barry Magid
would consent to being silenced, and that they would consent to attending a meeting
where people are told to keep secrets."

To protect victims, participants are asked to respect confidentiality. This creates a
safe environment. That would be the only logical (non-paranoid) deduction.

(Or some other people might not want their names all over smear blogs like this
one.)

Need proof? Ask Barry, Grace, and Seigan (?) directly, i.e., ask first and shoot your
mouth off later (next time).
March 20,2011 9:47 AM

genkaku said...
"smear blogs like this one"

"Smear" is an interesting word. As [ understand it, "smear" means to damage or
make dirty that which is otherwise clean. More broadly it means to use one-sided
arguments, suggestions and innuendos in order to impugn one thing or another.

And I agree that this blog has got some over-zealous, under-informed and poorly
reasoned posts.

But, without being unduly self-serving I hope, what I have found useful in this blog is
that, as distinct from the Glenn Beck approaches elsewhere, pretty much anyone is
welcome to be heard. Those who agree are welcome. Those who disagree are
welcome. Even those who simply want to elevate their own stock have room to
roam. Whiners and orators and self-anointed wise folks can all take a turn.

How does this differ from what is defended or attacked? How does it differ from
those wishing to defend or demolish Mr. Shimano or Zen Studies Society? How does
it differ from those claiming Zen is a sacrosanct institution or those who counter
with charges of corruption and hypocrisy?

Well, it ain't perfect around here, but at least other points of view, from smear to
accolade, are given some room to breathe. Do Mr. Shimano or Zen Studies Society
offer similar space or concern? Do even the most hardened detractors offer that sort
of space? And if not, what sort of "smear" are they themselves perpetrating?

[ don't mean to toot my own horn. I do mean to point out that "smear" is an
interesting word.
March 20,2011 11:30 AM
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An infrequent visitor long gone from the "Sho Bo" said...

So, Genkakuy, if someone like YouKnowWho wanted to show that assertions made
were untrue and only smears, you wouldn't delete them except if the commenter
posted as "anonymous"?

[ like that.
[ would love to read such defenses and counter responses.

Actually, It would be even better if the "smeared" responded for themselves.
March 20,2011 11:54 AM

Someone said...
"Actually, It would be even better if the "smeared" responded for themselves."

[ would guess that many such people expressly stay away from this blog, neither
commenting nor even reading, and with good reason.
March 20,2011 4:13 PM

Christopher said...
"I would guess that many such people expressly stay away from this blog"

Fair enough, though with the exception of Marinello, "such people" have still failed
to respond publicly anywhere, at all, ever.
March 20,2011 4:48 PM

whatever works said...
Christopher, are you able to translate the recent Zurich entry on the Shimano

Archive for us?
March 20, 2011 4:57 PM

Open your eyes said...
Look at the subsequent entry....
March 20,2011 5:10 PM

whatever works said...
Ah so!
March 20, 2011 5:42 PM
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CSSF said...

This is a statement by sixteen former and current members of the ZSS Sangha who
met together for a meeting on Sunday March 20, 2011, facilitated by Grace
Schireson and Barry Magid.

While acknowledging the many positive and beneficial experiences of practice we
have taken a first step toward healing from fifty years of trauma caused by
misconduct by Eido Shimano and have begun the process of recognizing and
accessing our own sense of responsibility for the silence and inaction that allowed
this to continue for so long.

We all shared our love for Zen practice and the acute sense of pain and loss of
community. We wish to extend our compassion to all those who have suffered and
were deeply damaged by this ongoing trauma.

Some of the topics we explored during the day were:

e The difference between submission and surrender

e The mystery of enlightenment coinciding with misconduct

e The mystique and idealization of a teacher and practice

e What fantasies might have brought us to Zen practice and how we might better
activate our bullshit detectors in the future

e Power dynamics

 Sexual dynamics in unequal power situations

e Spiritual bypassing - when our practice disconnects us from our emotional life and
psychological needs

We expressed concern about how the process of reconstruction of the ZSS will
unfold and the need for a democratic Sangha-driven process moving forward that is
not principally controlled by the existing hierarchy.

All of us who participated feel that we benefited a great deal from discussing these
issues openly and honestly. And we invite others to join us in the next meeting, date
to be determined.

We ask the greater Buddhist community for its continuing support and compassion
as we move through this painful process.

Participants of the Sangha Stepping Forth Meeting
Our website: http://sanghasteppingforth.com
For questions or comments you can email us at:

cssf@sanghasteppingforth.com
March 20,2011 5:49 PM

genkaku said...
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Congratulations and thanks to one and all!
March 20,2011 6:10 PM

Someone said...
" ... though with the exception of Marinello, "such people" have still failed to respond
publicly anywhere, at all, ever."

ZSS Board Updates:

8/18/10

2/5/11

Mailed to members and/or published.

Have written to Dowling and Chayat--no response.
March 20,2011 7:12 PM

Olivia said...
Yes, 16 bows for making this first step and appreciation for your summary.
March 20,2011 9:53 PM

Winston said...
Hmm.... reads a bit like — almost — maybe — a roadmap to regime change...
March 20,2011 11:04 PM

Sid said...
CSSF, thank for for posting the statement.
March 21,2011 11:25 AM

CSSF said...
Correction. Re-posting the statement with a one word correction in the second
paragraph "accessing"” to "assessing" the rest remains the same.

This is a statement by sixteen former and current members of the ZSS Sangha who
met together for a meeting on Sunday March 20, 2011, facilitated by Grace
Schireson and Barry Magid.

While acknowledging the many positive and beneficial experiences of practice we
have taken a first step toward healing from fifty years of trauma caused by
misconduct by Eido Shimano and have begun the process of recognizing and
assessing our own sense of responsibility for the silence and inaction that allowed
this to continue for so long.
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We all shared our love for Zen practice and the acute sense of pain and loss of
community. We wish to extend our compassion to all those who have suffered and
were deeply damaged by this ongoing trauma.

Some of the topics we explored during the day were:

e The difference between submission and surrender

e The mystery of enlightenment coinciding with misconduct

e The mystique and idealization of a teacher and practice

» What fantasies might have brought us to Zen practice and how we might better
activate our bullshit detectors in the future

e Power dynamics

 Sexual dynamics in unequal power situations

e Spiritual bypassing - when our practice disconnects us from our emotional life and
psychological needs

We expressed concern about how the process of reconstruction of the ZSS will
unfold and the need for a democratic Sangha-driven process moving forward that is
not principally controlled by the existing hierarchy.

All of us who participated feel that we benefited a great deal from discussing these
issues openly and honestly. And we invite others to join us in the next meeting, date
to be determined.

We ask the greater Buddhist community for its continuing support and compassion
as we move through this painful process.

Participants of the Sangha Stepping Forth Meeting
Our website: http://sanghasteppingforth.com

For questions or comments you can email us at:
cssf@sanghasteppingforth.com
March 21,2011 2:50 PM

silencnotgolden said...

A film was made in 1993 called Ground Hog Day; it is about an egocentric TV
weatherman who finds himself repeating the same day over and over again, until he
gets it right.

In a similar vein, the Zen Studies Society in New York has had same the meeting
over and over again since 1967. And the topic of these meetings has been: Eido Tai
Shimano is a serial sexual predator and a sociopathic liar who seems incapable of
not abusing power, and what can institutions do to protect the public.
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The meetings are a repetition of meetings held by Robert Aitken in Hawaii and Japan
in 1964. And I really must believe that they are a repetition of meetings that began
in Japan in the 1950's or even the 1940's. Mr. Shimano was born in 1932.

In 2009, 2010 and 2011, it is safe to say that similar meetings have been held in
Switzerland, Japan, California, Washington, Maine, Hawaii, Syracuse, Seattle,
Livingston Manor, and Manhattan, at a bare minimum.

[t is critical to write down minutes at these meetings. The lack of documentation
helps no one except those who should be held accountable. Minutes are not quotes;
they can be a simple list of unattributed statements that reflect the sequence of
thoughts at the meeting.

There was yet another meeting in New York on Sunday, March 20, 2011 and a
summary of the meeting (instead of minutes) was issued by the CSSF. For the
benefit of people who have never had the experience of attending such a meeting
with students of the Zen Studies Society, I thought that it might be informative to
take the Summary of the CSSF March 2011 Meeting (8 hours), and to insert the
participants' statements from the Minutes of the 1993 ZSS Women's Workshop (a
full weekend).

The 2011 CSSF meeting remarks are in bold, and the 1993 Women's meeting
remarks are in italics. I inserted 1993 remarks where it seemed to me that they
might fit in the 2011 summary, but please feel free to move the statements around.
And while this exercise does not address the serious deceptions of the past year, it's
Ground Hog Day and once again we have an opportunity to get it right.

Part One

This is a statement by sixteen former and current members of the ZSS Sangha who
met together for a meeting on Sunday March 20, 2011, facilitated by Grace
Schireson and Barry Magid.

While acknowledging the many positive and beneficial experiences of practice we
have taken a first step toward healing from fifty years of trauma caused by
misconduct by Eido Shimano

-The scandals have been destructive to the Sangha and to individuals.

-The mass exodus of people in 1967, 1975, 1979, 1982, 1986 and 1993 has caused a
loss of extremely talented people and very few senior students remain.

and have begun the process of recognizing and assessing our own sense of
responsibility for the silence and inaction that allowed this to continue for so long.
-There has been the illusion that silence would make everything alright.

We all shared our love for Zen practice and the acute sense of pain and loss of
community.
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-The scandals have hurt everyone - not just women.

(continued in Part Two)
March 22,2011 8:51 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Part Two

We wish to extend our compassion to all those who have suffered and were deeply
damaged by this ongoing trauma.

-Eido Roshi won't change his behavior to correct the problem. He refuses to take
responsibility for his actions.

-People are dismayed about Eido Roshi's apparent view that members can easily be
replaced and feel he does little to try to heal the wounds that have been created.
-Telling people to "get out” when they don't agree with him is arrogant and
unacceptable.

-Many of the women who have been involved with Roshi have been traumatized by
the experience-some for years.

-Roshi doesn't seem to have been adversely affected by these relationships but the
women have been.

-Roshi doesn't perceive himself as having a problem.

Some of the topics we explored during the day were:

 The difference between submission and surrender

-The argument that there is nothing to judge/no one to judge [in the unconditional
realm] has been used to justify abusive behavior.

e The mystery of enlightenment coinciding with misconduct

-What is the demarcation between "ignorant” v. "enlightened" behavior?

-Roshi is a human like everyone else but is being judged by a harsher standard than
we are.

-Roshi's [sexual] advances toward women are indicative of emotional immaturity,
thoughtlessness, and insecurity.

e The mystique and idealization of a teacher and practice

-Zen is loaded with exotic cultural trappings.

-This creates a great deal of confusion, especially among newer students, because
they may not know what is appropriate within the context of the practice.

-All of the ritual etc. used in Zen causes a further separation of the teacher from
his/her students.

-The Japanese model can be used as a vehicle to abuse power by an "unscrupulous”
teacher. Dokusan is an example.

-Japanese culture has a tremendous impact on the practice. American students
consider this a problem but Roshi and Aiho-san [Mr. and Mrs. Shimano] don't.
-There is a need to abandon idealism.
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-Teaching comes in amazing forms. Some have learned more from Roshi's mistakes
than his triumphs.

-Students (especially new ones) are vulnerable-many view a Zen master as a
"godlike" being who would never consciously hurt anyone. They trust such an
individual implicitly. [Mr. Shimano is a Priest and Abbot.]

-No one is aware of any instances where Roshi propositioned a women-was turned
down and then refused to continue being her teacher. [Women leave instead, and
never return.]

» What fantasies might have brought us to Zen practice and how we might better
activate our bullshit detectors in the future

-One can be enlightened yet not actualize certain behavior.

-There is a problem with unenlightened people telling others what to do.

-Roshi's behavior and lifestyle do not epitomize that of a Buddhist priest.

-Perhaps Roshi displayed [sexually abusive] 'affection' towards certain women
because he felt they needed some warmth and/or kindness in their lives.

-Is it possible to surmise the nature of behavior by looking at the end results of a
person's actions?

-Roshi is a lonely person and his whole lifestyle (ie; traveling constantly etc.) is very
hard on him.

-The argument that there is nothing to judge/no one to judge [in the unconditional
realm] has been used to justify abusive behavior.

(continued in Part Three)
March 22,2011 8:53 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Part Four

and the need for a democratic Sangha-driven process moving forward that is not
principally controlled by the existing hierarchy.

-The group discussed the issue of fear.

-There is a total lack of trust within the organization that can't be easily cured.
-There is fear that nothing will change within the organization until Roshi
retires/leaves. [In 2010, instead of firing Mr. Shimano, the Board arranged for his
retirement with an egregious pension, and stuck the ZSS students and donors with
the bill.]

-There is fear that nothing will come out of this workshop and/or our concerns will
not be taken seriously.

-Some of the people who attended the workshop were asked how they had the
courage to come.

-Why didn't all of the women at DBZ attend the workshop? [Only one resident
attended.] Were they afraid of retribution from Roshi and/or Aiho-san [Mr. and Mrs.
Shimano]?
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-The Board needs to be more proactive. The Board has not stood up to Roshi
enough.

-The Bylaws should be changed to make the Zen Studies Society more democratic. It
is currently an autocratic organization where no one has any say in what happens.
-People have heard Roshi say he wouldn't seduce women students again before and
don't believe him anymore. They are afraid he will do it again.

-Some of the people who left would like to come back but can't because they do not
feel safe and/or can't practice at a ZSS facility as long as teacher/student [sexual]
relationships are allowed to happen,

-Others feel that so much had happened that they are not sure a reconciliation is
possible.

All of us who participated feel that we benefited a great deal from discussing these
issues openly and honestly. And we invite others to join us in the next meeting, date
to be determined. We ask the greater Buddhist community for its continuing
support and compassion as we move through this painful process.

-Some American Zen teachers have had problems with Roshi's behavior but they are
really spread thin and there is not a well organized network to speak out against
what has happened.

-American Zen has a horrible reputation because of sex, drug and money scandals.
March 22,2011 8:56 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Part Three-A

e Power dynamics

-Soen Roshi [Mr. Shimano's teacher in Japan] felt there were problems with Eido
Roshi but even he couldn't affect any change in his behavior

-Roshi has engaged in other behavioral patterns, such as deception, which have also
caused tremendous hurt and pain.

-Roshi has the reputation of being untrustworthy and manipulative. This has also
been a 'turn off" for some people.

-Roshi has not been a leader. He refused to prevent Junpo [Vice Abbot Dennis Kelly]
from engaging in certain types of unacceptable behavior.

-Zen is very patriarchal-all of the real power rests with men. Women are not treated
as equals and are under-represented in the power hierarchy.

-Student-teacher [sexual] liaison incidents would be less common if there were
more women Roshis.

-The Ethical Conduct Guidelines enacted by the Board were the best thing that's
happened to the organization in a long time.

-These Guidelines should be read as part of sesshin cautions at both DBZ and Shobo-
ji.

-Add more teachers so that Roshi is not the only person who trains students.

-Have sesshins with Roshi not present.

-Roshi has to be willing to learn from his students. He refuses to "grow."
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-Suggesting any reform/improvement could be interpreted by Roshi as a lack of
gratitude and/or trying to remove his power.

-Roshi sometimes misjudges people and their motives.

-Alot of people have some/alot of fear of Roshi as well as Aiho-san [Mrs. Shimano].
-Roshi is isolated from his students and has too much power.

-Roshi and Aiho-san [Mr. and Mrs. Shimano] do not want students to talk to each
other. They want a "veil of secrecy” to surround everything.

-Roshi and Aiho-san consider public discussions of the student-teacher [sexual]
issue as a loss of face. [Embarrassing and shameful.]

-Roshi does not treat women differently from men.

(continued in Part 3B)
March 22,2011 9:09 PM

silencenotgolden said...

Part 3-B

 Sexual dynamics in unequal power situations

-People want Roshi to "stop it!"

-Roshi has a compulsive [sex] addiction that needs to be cured.

-Women who come to a Zen Studies Society facility should be warned in advance
about Roshi.

-Junpo [Vice Abbot Dennis Kelly] also propositioned women but he was more open
about it than Roshi was.

-Even if a women does try to initiate a liaison, it is still Roshi's responsibility to not
allow it to happen.

-In Japan the women monks are not allowed to marry-the males are. Any
fraternizing between the sexes is monitored carefully by the jisha.

e Spiritual bypassing - when our practice disconnects us from our emotional life and
psychological needs
-Roshi has a compulsive [sex] addiction that needs to be cured.

We expressed concern about how the process of reconstruction of the ZSS will
unfold

-The Zen Studies Society has no long-term viability.

-The mass exodus of people in 1967, 1975, 1979, 1982, 1986 and 1993 has caused a
loss of extremely talented people and very few senior students remain.

-[Vice Abbot Dennis Kelly] Junpo's behavior and his being made a dharma heir
caused alot of people to become disillusioned and angry. Many people didn't want to
come back to DBZ as a result. Some people left the Sangha permanently.

-Regardless of what has happened some people still consider Roshi their teacher.

(continued in Part Four)
March 22,2011 9:10 PM



215

Phil Connors said...
Seeing these comments side by side is chilling. Nothing's changed 18 years.
March 23,2011 6:08 AM

BeenAround said...
Silencenotgolden,

Thank you for strongly pointing out to us these common themes that haven't
changed in two decades. It also helps to close the gap between the people most
affected/harmed today and yesterday no matter what the number of years.

Silently carrying the effects for months or decades is a burden that should be lifted
from those people. It is not their shame. It is Eido Shimano's and the ZSS board
members who choose to bury students, some of whom tried to speak out by
themselves.

Some action has recently taken place by removing Eido Shimano from visibility
within the Zen Studies Society. This has only happened because of persistent
pressure and public awareness via the internet and news media. Do not think for a
minute that removing Eido Shimano would have happened without it. It remains to
be seen how committed ZSS is to continued change as some of this heat cools. And,
they may have been too long a part of this dysfunction to be clear-sited and
effective.

In my opinion it is not worth the effort to revitalize ZSS as it now stands. It is,
however, always worth the effort to maintain a sincere zazen practice that includes
living into the precepts and finding right relationship with Sangha.

March 23,2011 8:53 AM

FLK said...

CSSF meeting participants agreed, if the summary is truthful, that they "benefited a
great deal from discussing these issues openly and honestly." Therefore SNG's
criticism that the CSSF meeting was basically just a worthless retread is bulls**t.
This is about helping people, and SNG's paranoia about confidentiality and
unremitting negativity is unhelpful.

SNG also fails to admit that there is a huge difference between 1993 or prior and
now: Shimano is no longer abbot and has no functional responsibility with ZSS; the
ZSS Board is drafting new bylaws to stress a democratic, sangha-involved process.
These efforts, if supported, will produce developmental benchmarks that could
revitalize ZSS.

March 23,2011 10:30 AM
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In my mind I said...
[t is impossible to "support” a Board that is opaque and totally silent....
March 23,2011 11:11 AM

REDdirt said...
"the ZSS Board is drafting new bylaws..."

Wow. Good to know.
March 23,2011 11:14 AM

FLK said...
IMMI: Just a bald-faced lie. As spokesman for the ZSS Board, Marinello has spoken
out publicly, and will dialogue privately, if you care to initiate. ZSS has provided two

updates, whether you acknowledge them or not.
March 23,2011 12:32 PM

BeenAround said...
"SNG also fails to admit that there is a huge difference between 1993 or prior and
now: Shimano is no longer abbot and has no functional responsibility with ZSS;

From my reading, what is in question is the on-going lack of responsibility and
integrity on the part of the ZSS board and the current abbott. They have been the
place at which all requests for change stops. Again, the current exception is the
result of heavy external pressure to the ZSS board which was enough to begin to
melt Anartica. ZSS climate change has been an arduous experience.

The meeting held by CSSF represented an action that ZSS failed to take on their own
this time around and failed to act on concerns and recommendations when the 1993
womens meeting was held. We could easily add more of course, like Adam's letter in
1982 or the letter from leading Zen teachers in 1995. Under the circumstances I
would leave a little breathing room for "paranoia and negativity". The facts are as
they are. This includes that fact that some people have had little opportunity to heal
or have their degree of real suffering and damage recognized rather than dismissed,
buried, or discounted. You can't bypass that again and expect to "revitalize" ZSS.
This is not to say that there aren't more people now attempting to continue pressure
toward change. This is very heartening and yes, very positive.

"the ZSS Board is drafting new bylaws to stress a democratic, sangha-involved
process. These efforts, if supported, will produce developmental benchmarks that

could revitalize ZSS."

"If supported"? Exactly who on the board still needs support for this or convincing?
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"Developmental benchmark"” - nice phrase, and it fits well. So would
developmentally delayed. Their history still gives little cause to stand and cheer.
March 23,2011 5:36 PM

flk said...
"If supported"? Exactly who on the board still needs support for this or convincing?

--"If supported" by the ZSS Sangha. Our participation is crucial. If elections are held,
we can hold each individual on the board accountable, and turn the board over as
necessary.

So far the abbot has not been overly impressive or communicative, one must agree.
But there wasn't much lead-time for her in consideration, and within ZSS the only
other alternative was Marinello, who probably wouldn't want to move his family
across country, leave his own sangha, etc. Chayat needs time to find her path.
March 23,2011 7:44 PM

Victoria Gotti said...

Chayat found her path decades ago, it revolves around sucking Shimano's cock on
command, swallowing the ambrosial nectar, and asking for more....

March 23,2011 8:02 PM

John Gotti said...
Don't stand behind a woman you coward. Go suck your own before I shoot it off.
March 23,2011 8:37 PM

genkaku said...
Gotti twins -- Dial down the trash talk, please.

I'll only ask once.
March 23,2011 8:40 PM

BeenAround said...
FIk,

Aside from the usual Gotti family problems, I agree that Chayat has been around
long enough to have diverted from the Shimano path. She's had the opportunities.
One included Maureen Stuart, a fine teacher who broke ties with Shimano
specifically because of his abuse of female students.
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[ understand loyalty to a teacher and great appreciation for the forms of Zazen
training more than you might think. It's kind of you to want to give Chayat space and
time, but this is another theme - waiting for the teacher to get it right, heal, grow,
whatever. You know what it right. You know what is yes and what is no. Mu has only
one acceptable answer, no? Trust it.

March 23,2011 9:03 PM

things as usual said...
Could the ZSS Board now be inspired to take the energy generated by the CSSF
meeting to form a Sangha meeting within 30 days to continue the discussion?

They should.

Could they also send out an email/announcement to the Sangha that supports this
kind of dialogue immediately?

They should.
This is what any healthy organization could and would do.

We will wait and see, but I think they are incapable of acting in any way. They may
blame this on 'consensus' or 'bipartisan-ship'.

All and many have offered support and advice.

If no response or action from them in the next few days - then this subject is mute
and we'll wait for the predictable demise.

What does that mean?

Things as usual. And Sherry Shinge Roko will go down as a pawn in the play.
March 23,2011 9:55 PM

Questioning said...
Does anyone know how long Genjo Marinello has been on the Zen Studies Society
board? I'm assuming he still is?

Thanks
March 23,2011 10:13 PM

Gotti Twins said...
Ok, Boss.
March 23,2011 10:58 PM
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HelloDaveAndMike said...

Re. Marinello tenure on ZSS Board: if you emailed your question to him he would
surely respond.

March 24, 2011 4:06 AM

Christopher said...
"within ZSS the only other alternative was Marinello"

Sigh (again). As has been pointed out dozens of times: when it is obvious that
Shimano's "teaching" has permeated the entire organisation, the responsible thing
to do would be to start from scratch. And not keep hobbling along with those
stalwarts "within ZSS" who stood unflinchingly by throughout the mass exoduses of
1967, 1975, 1979, 1982, 1986,1993 and 2010.

March 24, 2011 6:52 AM

77777 said...
Christopher:

Genki Roshi, Genjo's teacher, retired from Chobo-Ji, in Seattle where Genjo lives, in
1997. Genjo was not in NY for any of the exoduses before and including 1993.

Even if you had only been paying the least bit of open-minded attention you should
have gleaned that Marinello has fought hard on behalf of Sangha interests, and has
publicly expressed his feelings about Shimano's actions.

As long as there are any 1993 or before 'stalwarts' on the board or within the ZSS
ranks, Marinello has little choice but to keep 'hobbling along’, fighting the good fight.
He does not seem to be one to cop out.

*Sigh*
March 24,2011 11:23 AM

Christopher said...
"Even if you had only been paying the least bit of open-minded attention"

[ knew it was only a matter of time till this came around to being about me. :)
[ don't know anything about Marinello personally, but it does seem slightly

ridiculous to affirm that he has "little choice" but to continue bumbling along exactly
as he has been doing (I assume) for fifteen years or more. One need only point to his
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colleagues Afable and Mortensen, who at least have had the good sense to publicly
sever their ties to Shimano.

Incidentally, since we're on the topic of Marinello, your post does make me wonder
whether he would also consider it appropriate - since he obviously isn't above
having his wife make inquiries for him to the U of Hawaii, for example - to make
anonymous posts about himself on this blog.

March 24,2011 1:57 PM

AskMarinelloYourself said...
"I don't know anything about Marinello ..."

Should have left it right there, buddy.
March 24, 2011 6:47 PM

REDdirt said...
"on the topic of Marinello, ... appropriate to make anonymous posts about himself on
this blog."

And you can point to such anonymous posts?

March 24,2011 10:52 PM

Christopher said...

"And you can point to such anonymous posts?"

Thanks for my morning chuckle :)

But anyways, I think it's time to handcuff myself to stop prolonging this blog ad

infinitum...
March 25, 2011 4:20 AM

Crystal Mud said...
Christopher said...

"But anyways, I think it's time to handcuff myself to stop prolonging this blog ad
infinitum..."

Christopher, I hate to nit pick but I believe that it's actually more like ad nauseam.

BTW, Christopher, have you in been touch with Ryutaku-ji since the earthquake?
March 25,2011 3:13 PM
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Tom said...
Roko speaks out PART 1... I for one proudly remain in her words, "suspicious and
skeptical"! I think all of us should. But read for yourselves....

March 24, 2011
Dear Sangha,

First,  want to thank the Sangha Stepping Forth Members for sharing your
reflections on the meeting of March 20. The topics you explored are very much in
my mind as well. I, too, am assessing my own responsibility over the years, and |,
too, feel an acute sense of pain and loss, and want to extend my compassion to all
who have suffered. I'd like to schedule another facilitated meeting, with the Zen
Studies Society board’s support and participation. I'm sure Soun Joe Dowling,
president of the board, will be in touch about that very soon, but I wanted this to be
a personal letter from me to all of you.

It is my strong wish that we support and encourage each other in the difficult
process of healing, a process that requires us to acknowledge openly the turmoil and
pain of the past, while trusting in the life-giving profundity of our timeless Zen
practice. [ know that healing is required on both a personal level and on a
community level; one cannot take place without the other. Our work toward
restoration of trust and renewal of spirit will not be easy, but it is essential. Of this
kind of work Pema Chodron says, “The off-center, in-between state is an ideal
situation, a situation in which we don’t get caught and we can open our hearts and
minds beyond limit. It’s a very tender, non-aggressive, open-ended state of affairs.” I
believe our hearts and minds are indeed open and beyond limit as we listen deeply
to each other, as you have together on March 20, and as | hope we can continue to
do, without suspicion or skepticism.

(Continued in part II)
March 26,2011 4:09 AM

Tom said...
(partll)

[ have frequently used Buddhist psychotherapist John Welwood’s term “spiritual
bypassing” to warn against the seductive and insidious way our practice can be used
to avoid, paper over, and transcend unresolved personal issues. [ was glad to see
him interviewed in the spring 2011 issue of Tricycle, and was particularly struck by
the relevance of the following passage: “When we are spiritually bypassing, we often
use the goal of awakening or liberation to try to rise above the raw and messy side
of our humanness before we have fully faced and made peace with it. We may also
use our notion of absolute truth to disparage or dismiss relative human needs,
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feelings, psychological problems, relational difficulties, and developmental deficits. .
.. The core psychological wound, so prevalent in the modern world, forms out of not
feeling loved or intrinsically lovable as we are. ... It damages our capacity to value
ourselves, which is also the basis for valuing others.”

Let’s get real, we often say. And what we mean is, hey: I'm human, and you are, too.
No need to pretend to be otherwise. It’s because we’re in this human form that we
can realize our buddha-nature; we’'re humans in the process of becoming buddhas,
and we're buddhas shining our light as humans.

Change is never easy. I remember when my son, who is now 30, was a young child,
and would have days when nothing seemed to go right—and then would master a
new skill. Those growth spurts (crawling, walking, using language) always seemed
to be preceded by unaccountable and ear-splitting crying jags.

Mindful that significant change and growth can be met with resistance and
reactivity, nonetheless there are some fundamental changes that I envision for the
Zen Studies Society and its temples, beginning with cultivating an atmosphere that
is warm, open, and respectful of everyone. The Buddha emphasized the importance
of harmony in the Sangha. As far as I am concerned, there is no place for fear,
ridicule, humiliation, or any kind of harassment or abuse—sexual, psychological, or
physical.

Although I hold the position of abbot, my way is relational rather than hierarchical. I
want to work with all Sangha members, past and present, to rebuild the foundation
of our practice. While maintaining the rigor of formal training, we must support and
encourage each person in appropriate ways, taking note of individual needs and
talents. This, I believe, is Rinzai Zen in an American setting.

Please let me know how I can help you, and please consider coming to Dai Bosatsu
Zendo. I look forward to meeting with you, and to working together to envision and
bring about a healthy, strong Zen Studies Society.

With loving wishes and deep gassho,

Shinge Roko Sherry Chayat
March 26,2011 4:10 AM

Be scared, be very scared said...

Exactly what I suspected- drivel, hyperbole and condescension. Just listen to how
she talks down to us "crying children" and spoon feeds us spiritual bypassing quotes
with a Pema Chodron cherry on top! She should have quit after the first paragraph.
March 26,2011 4:34 AM
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genkaku said...
An order of US Catholic priests has agreed to pay $166.1m (£103.3m) to hundreds of
Native Americans sexually abused by priests at its schools.

The former students at Jesuit schools in five states of the north-western US said they
were abused from the 1940s through the 1990s.

Under a settlement, the Society of Jesus, Oregon Province, will also apologise to the
victims.

The order had argued paying out abuse claims would cause it to go bankrupt.
-- From: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-12868046

[ particularly liked "Under a settlement, the Society of Jesus, Oregon Province, will
also apologise to the victims." For my money, taking responsibility openly is a hell of
a lot more expensive for the anointed and smug than a mere $166 million.

March 26,2011 7:37 AM

Spike said...

Thanks for the post, Tom. Very good to hear Shinge Roshi speak and begin to outline
her vision for ZSS.

March 26,2011 8:01 AM

Disgusted said...
Where did this Chayat statement come from?

She's making a move to hijack and co-opt the CSSF meeting... This is repulsive. She
remains silent all this time, and now this!

The woman has no shame and treats us as she seems to treat everyone, as nine-year
olds. Don't buy into her conniving and scheming... it's a trap.
March 26,2011 8:43 AM

genkaku said...

Tom -- Do you know and can you say where the letter came from -- to whom it was
addressed and in what venue it first appeared?

March 26,2011 9:35 AM

Horai said...
Ms. Chayat, your “letter” appears to be a desperate attempt to take what a group of
former ZSS sangha members did on their own initiative and turn it into some grand
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scheme to “revitalize” a dying organization. The words above, “hijack” - “co-opt” -
“crying children” are quite apropos, as you try to amalgamate CSSF into the failing
ZSS organization.

Ah, but is it failing? Well, you will not admit it - you have been taught well by
Shimano to hide and ignore “inconvenient truths.”

How about answering some questions Ms. Chayat, since you state how much you
want to “help” us?

How many residents are at DBZ presently?

How much time have you spent at DBZ as "abbot" since your coronation?

How many have made plans to leave in the near future?

How many people have signed up for the training period?

How many people are attending NYZ on a regular basis?

How many new members have joined ZSS recently?

How are the finances?

How much did it cost to fix the plumbing problem that flooded the first floor at DBZ
with feces and sewage?

What kind of shape is the road in?

How much wood is in the woodshed?

How much money has come in from donations?

Is the endowment fund being used to pay for Shimano’s “retirement package”?
How much of the endowment fund was composed of funds resulting from the sale of
the town house in direct conflict with Dorris Carlson’s (the original donor) wishes?
How much is left?

What happened to the Sanmon gate?

Where are the funds that Shimano allegedly raised to construct said monstrosity?
What happened to the Japanese trained temple carpenter?

How is Shimano’s search for a corrupt Japanese monk to take over from you Ms.
Chayat going?

Oh, yeah... Did you, Ms. Chayat ever have sexual relations with Shimano?

Will you kindly answer this question in a direct, personal and unambiguous manner,
not using others as your mouth-piece?

Answering these questions truthfully is the “help” we need... just letting you know
how you can “help” us.
March 26,2011 10:50 AM

Seeing Through said...

Sherry, as to your attempt to co-opt us with your psychotic "unconditional realm"
wisdom, my profoundest, most sincere, "fuck you."

March 26,2011 11:21 AM
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And furthermore said...
Where is the “forensic audit” we were told was forthcoming?

Where are the new by-laws?
What are the results of the “ethics investigation”?

We were told these would be forthcoming on 9/19/10 - That was six months ago....
Our “bull-shit detectors” are cranking on overtime... this ain’t y’all’s “unconditional”
realm. We are intelligent people who simply don’t buy your regurgitated Shimano
mythology.

March 26,2011 11:35 AM

NoWhining! said...
The reason you don't ask ZSS directly is:
March 26,2011 2:01 PM

Jack said...
The same reason that Shimano and Chayat communicate with unsigned, text files
posted to public blogs.....

ZSS... and YOU "supporters" are untrustworthy IMHO.
March 26,2011 2:05 PM

REDdirt said...
Here is an opportunity for those of CSSF to show unadulterated compassion, an
order of compassion those of ZSS still are unable to emcompass.

The question is, CSSF, are you up to it? Will you show ZSS a door not closed to the
unwelcome?
March 26,2011 5:14 PM

genkaku said...
And CSSF might likewise be shown some unadulterated compassion when/if they
remember a past littered with false promises:

Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twice, shame on me.
March 26, 2011 5:20 PM

REDdirt said...
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Of course.

CSSF is to be commended for the maturity they are showing. There was no retreat
when the threat of "legality” was thrown at the effort initiated. They have shown
good hearts.

Someone said, when asked what should students of zen be doing, "Create the
outside."”

It is always time to chart a course. As you are able, it is better to enable others than
to try to destroy them.
March 26,2011 6:04 PM

REDdirt said...
The abbott of ZSS speaks publically.

Why now?

Perhaps it is because there is "someone" now to speak to. CSSF is the voice of a
group which has shown its resolve. Even in its infancy, it can be understood as both
a group committed to an equitable resolution, and, as a true threat to the future
viability of ZSS.

CSSF cannot be ignored nor can it be relegated to the sidelines.

This kind of coherence in responding to ZSS's troubled history is new and demands
respect, in a way disparate and scattered voices could not accomplish.

[t is not so surprising that ZSS now speaks.
March 26,2011 6:58 PM

MadeInUSA said...
Shinge wants to coopt CSSF like she did the woman-meeting of 1993.
March 26,2011 10:06 PM

Tom said...
genkaku said...

Tom -- Do you know and can you say where the letter came from -- to whom it was
addressed and in what venue it first appeared?

This letter was originally sent by Chayat via email to the three founding members of
the CSSF who forwarded it to the 16 participants of the March 20th meeting and to
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the CSSF email address list. That is how I got it. There is no doubt that Chayat wrote
this to the larger Sangha and that she knew that it would be posted everywhere.
She's not stupid.

Hope this helps.
March 26,2011 10:28 PM

Be scared, be very scared said...
REDdirt said...

"The abbot of ZSS speaks publically.
Why now?"

Maybe because she is.umm...OPPORTUNISTIC!
March 26,2011 10:40 PM

Ideation said...
Be scared, be very scared said..

"Maybe because she is.umm...OPPORTUNISTIC!"

This is silly. To what end? To keep herself in silk rakusus? [ mean, she's devoted her
life to zazen with all its ritualistic procedures. Its not a very glamorous life, little
reward, either financially or otherwise. She wants to to revive the practice because
she realizes the profound impact it can make on one's life if one is willing to give
there life--I mean this literally-- in order to appreciate this profundity. I'm am far
removed from ZSS and what is going on there, but I can certainly understand this
teacher's desire to re-boot and re-vitalize the practice there. Why don't you contact
as her invitation suggest and ask your questions directly.

[s there evil lurking around every corner of your mind? Do you imagine people there
are making plans and plotting against others to covet and gain access to their
purses, minds and bodies? If so, I'm truly sorry for you. But I can assure you, despite
these suspicions, if you would practice with all her heart and mind your doubts will
be dispelled.

Be diligent, don't waste time.
March 27,2011 12:09 AM

Marcelino Panevino said...
Genkaku said...
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"I particularly liked "Under a settlement, the Society of Jesus, Oregon Province, will
also apologize to the victims." For my money, taking responsibility openly is a hell of
a lot more expensive for the anointed and smug than a mere $166 million."

[ come at this from a different direction. I read this as responsibility was
"determined" by the courts and there was no embracing of responsibility because an
apology had to be made part of the "settlement." The sincerity of such an apology
will forever be open to doubt.

From Chayatt's letter to the CSSF it seems that she still claims no specific misdeeds
and hence no responsibility and likewise attaches no specific and concrete
responsibility to her mentor, Shimano. Further there still is no evidence of giving the
sangha a sense of empowerment.

Clearly, some people have some deep stuff going on that prevents them from some
kind of sincere admission of responsibility, remorse and improvement.. These aren't
people who can really help anyone in the spiritual realm except teach some
fundamental mechanics and perhaps some intellectualized advice.

IMO, it was the 166 million as well as lost practitioners that made and will continue
to make the Jesuits and the Roman Catholic hierarchies rethink their liberal stance
towards their straying brethren. There's a lesson to be learned from them.

Let's not forget the lessons we've already learned, such as

"Each student must be encouraged to take responsible measures to confront
teachers with unethical aspects of their conduct. If the teacher shows no sign of
reform, students should not hesitate to publicize any unethical behavior of which
there is irrefutable evidence. This should be done irrespective of other beneficial
aspects of his or her work and of one's spiritual commitment to that teacher. It
should also be made clear in any publicity that such conduct is not in conformity
with Buddhist teachings. No matter what level of spiritual attainment a teacher has,
or claims to have, reached, no person can stand above the norms of ethical conduct.”
- The Fourteenth Dalai Lama, Lamas Drikung Chetsang Rinpoche, Pachen Otrul
Rinpoche, and Amchok Rinpoche, and a group of twenty-two Western dharma
teachers from the major Buddhist traditions in Europe and America.

March 27,2011 1:13 AM

BeParanoidBeVeryVeryParanoid said...

"Jack said...

The same reason that Shimano and Chayat communicate with unsigned, text files
posted to public blogs....."

!
March 27,2011 6:15 AM
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REDdirt said...
[ am thirsty and a glass of water is offered and I accept it, and drink every drop.

Am | an opportunist?

If  have no regard for the context surrounding the offer perhaps this is so. If the
water comes from someone who is no less parched than I and I disregard this in
accepting and drinking the water I show no regard for consequense which is
opportunistic behavior.

[ think this letter can be seen as opportunistic if one wished to do so, but, the letter
does not show a disregard for consequences either past or present.

[s there opporunity in the letter? Yes. Is it the act of an opportunist? I don't believe
this charge is supportable.
March 27,2011 10:46 AM

Old timer said...

Indeed there is “opportunity” in the letter... we are presented with the
“opportunity” to have the first truly independent group action by former ZSS people
subsumed under the control of Chayat and her ZSS Board of syncopates. Let’s face it,
the Board has a considerably less that stellar record. The organization is limping
along and its prospects are bleak at best. ZSS is hemorrhaging - people and money.

Chayat is just another Shimano clone who has learned to mimic her master like so
many of Shimano’s other so-called “Dharma heirs.” Her performance in the past year
has been severely lacking in the most rudimentary leadership characteristics. She
has shredded her credibility with many of her American Zen teacher “colleagues” as
aresult of her inaction, and silence. She has betrayed the confidence of her Dharma
brothers in the past to curry favor with her fearless leader and is still whole-
heartedly devoted to Eido Shimano. Her talks are seen by senior students as
pabulum suitable for dreamy-eyed children at best. This letter is very much an effort
to subvert the inspired actions of the CSSF.

We are simply not interested...
March 27,2011 11:40 AM
REDdirt said...

Then such an action will not work and that is a part of the CSSF effort is it not?

Those involved in CSSF has taken responsibility and control of "their outside." Have
shed ZSS like a snake sheds last year's outgrown skin.
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Good luck to you all.
March 27,2011 12:16 PM

Marcelino Panevino said...
REDdirt,

CSSF's true goals will be revealed over time. From what they write my sense is that
they probably aren't really sure themselves want they want to do beyond nurture
and comfortable one another.

[ also sense you are simply playing at Devil's Advocate roles here but you can only
do that without having really suffered at all under Shimano.

OldTimer's snarky analysis is, | believe spot on when he wrote
Chayat -

- shredded her credibility as a result of her inaction, and silence

- betrayed the confidence of the sangha to curry favor with Shimano
- has been severely lacking in the most rudimentary leadership skills
- is a Shimano clone like so most of his “Dharma heirs.”

Oldtimer's conclusion that the letter is very much an effort to subvert the inspired
actions of the CSSF is very reasonable.

[ think she just has too much baggage to become credible in the near term beginning
with the fact that she is Shimano's hand picked successor, and bolstered by the fact
that she didn't hit the ground running with real reforms instead of promises of
reforms. And don't forget she wanted her master around for guidance originally
(good grief!).

March 27,2011 4:43 PM

Be scared, be very scared said...

In answer to Ideation first, because you admit that you are "far removed from ZSS
and what is going on there" I suggest (coming from someone who is closer to the
situation) that you refrain from waxing eloquent on Shinge Roshi. She is definitely
not what she seems to be. To answer your question; no, evil is not lurking in 'every’
corner of my mind (just a bit). I rather would say that my bullshit detector is turned
on to its maximum and your statement,"If you would practice with all her heart and
mind your doubts will be dispelled" stinks of spiritual bypassing. There is no
guarantee that my doubts would be dispelled, this is just the sort of crap that all
religions promise. Zen too! Wake up! Doubt is one of the three pillars, and it is not
bad at all but good. I say doubt people, keep doubting! Doubt your teachers, doubt
your leaders, think, and question everything AND practice too!

Now speaking to REDdirt, (I like you)
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"opportunist | dpar t(y)oonist| noun
a person who exploits circumstances to gain immediate advantage rather than being
guided by consistent principles or plans.”

[ am sorry, my language can certainly be softened but why does she finally use the
CSSF meeting to come out and speak? Why didn't she do this months ago? Why is
she now talking about warmth and compassion when all she has been doing is being
Shimano's greatest defender. She is no better then him, just a nicer version.

Just some evil rambling out of the corner of my mind. Oh, and by the way, hope

everyone is having a beautiful Sunday. (seriously without cynicism)
March 27,2011 5:23 PM

ReShingeRoshi said...
" Why is she now talking about warmth and compassion when all she has been
doing is being Shimano's greatest defender. "

What are your favorite quotes?
March 27,2011 7:06 PM

Ideation said...
Be scared, be very scared said.

"I say doubt people, keep doubting! Doubt your teachers, doubt your leaders, think,
and question everything AND practice too! "

Yes! Doubt. And, practice; with all your mind and body. Don't stop, see for yourself.

Glad to hear it. Hope you had a beautiful Sunday!
March 27,2011 7:50 PM

LearnedFromDBZ said...
"And don't forget she wanted her master around for guidance originally (good
grief!). "

From what [ know, Shinge needs Shimano's protection, because she is afraid and
uncomfortable with Fujin. Yes ... even most

of ZSS students are not willing to do Dokusan

with Shinge.

March 28,2011 1:32 PM
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OhLala said...

Oh ,my, yes: that woman is a harridan (a French appellation is so apropos for her,
don't you think?). Talk about being scary, being very scary! Her middle name should
be 'Halloween'!

And the other 'harridan’, Shinge Roshi: in truth, she will do just fine, as she always
has with students, especially females, who will find her to be, in so many important
ways, thankfully, the opposite of Shimano.

March 28,2011 5:24 PM

aith said...
March 29, 2011

Reflections on ZSS -- prompted by Roko’s “sangha” letter in response to the
statement by participants of the March 20th meeting convened by the Committee
for Sangha Stepping Forth (CSSF)

It is noteworthy that the ZSS board is finally coming around to thinking of
organizing a facilitated meeting with the sangha, nine months into the current crisis.
The organization owes CSSF a debt of gratitude for initiating such a process, which
should have been done immediately by the ZSS board last June, and should have
continued subsequently on a regular basis.

Some points to bear in mind in possible discussions between the sangha and the
board:

1. A major obstacle to the sangha coming back together, and to a healing of the
community, has been Roko’s installation as Abbot. This fact has been a source of
deep unhappiness to many, as it represents an unhealthy enshrinement and
perpetuation of the Shimano legacy, from which most would have liked to have a
clean break. (The sangha lost an opportunity to avert further ensnarement by a
fresh stroke of Shimano bamboozling when those of us present at the Sept. 4th
meeting with the Faith Trust Institute failed to energetically accept Roko’s offer at
that gathering to withdraw from the vice-abbotship which she was slated to assume
in a few months’ time.) It may not be too late, however, for sangha members to
demand and insist on a change of leadership, if this is still their wish and if they
remain affiliated with ZSS.

2. Will the board be ready to update the sangha on the following subjects at the
meeting it is planning?

- Whether Eido Shimano continues to have any access to DBZ

- The status of the amendment of the bylaws and the sangha's role in the
amendment process

- Whether a forensic audit has been conducted, and its status if it has
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- The financial status of the organization
- its liabilities, assets and income
- the retirement package for the Shimanos

3) As it attempts to chart a fresh beginning, the sangha needs to weigh and act on
many fronts:

A) How to aid and facilitate a healing process for the whole community. Would this
entail any of the following?

- Continuing facilitated sangha discussions as long as they are required

- A public, collective declaration of repudiation of Shimano's decades-long misdeeds
and the severe hurt and damage they have caused

- Some sort of symbolic act of "purification” for both Shobo-ji and DBZ

B) The future character of ZSS

- Is it of any value to even keep the name ZSS?

- How does the figurative scrubbing clean proceed, to extricate the organization
from the half-century-long moral morass it has been mired in?

- Is a Shimano lineage of any value for this sangha? Does the sangha even wish to
continue any association with that name, which has become synonymous with
shame?

- Does the sangha need any teacher or abbot at this stage?

- Can the sangha proceed for the moment, until it finds its bearings, simply with
teacherless

sits and sesshins, or with sesshins led by teachers invited from other communities?

This list is by no means exhaustive. May those attempting a ZSS transformation be
guided by faithfulness to the truth, as each sees and understands it, and by sincere
concern for one another’s welfare.

A participant of the CSSF meeting
March 31,2011 10:18 AM

faith said...
Re-postitng to change phrase in section 3A)so that it reads: "misdeeds and
acknowledgement of the severe hurt"

March 29, 2011

Reflections on ZSS -- prompted by Roko’s “sangha” letter in response to the
statement by participants of the March 20th meeting convened by the Committee
for Sangha Stepping Forth (CSSF)

It is noteworthy that the ZSS board is finally coming around to thinking of
organizing a facilitated meeting with the sangha, nine months into the current crisis.
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The organization owes CSSF a debt of gratitude for initiating such a process, which
should have been done immediately by the ZSS board last June, and should have
continued subsequently on a regular basis.

Some points to bear in mind in possible discussions between the sangha and the
board:

1. A major obstacle to the sangha coming back together, and to a healing of the
community, has been Roko’s installation as Abbot. This fact has been a source of
deep unhappiness to many, as it represents an unhealthy enshrinement and
perpetuation of the Shimano legacy, from which most would have liked to have a
clean break. (The sangha lost an opportunity to avert further ensnarement by a
fresh stroke of Shimano bamboozling when those of us present at the Sept. 4th
meeting with the Faith Trust Institute failed to energetically accept Roko’s offer at
that gathering to withdraw from the vice-abbotship which she was slated to assume
in a few months’ time.) It may not be too late, however, for sangha members to
demand and insist on a change of leadership, if this is still their wish and if they
remain affiliated with ZSS.

2. Will the board be ready to update the sangha on the following subjects at the
meeting it is planning?

- Whether Eido Shimano continues to have any access to DBZ

- The status of the amendment of the bylaws and the sangha's role in the
amendment process

- Whether a forensic audit has been conducted, and its status if it has

The financial status of the organization
- its liabilities, assets and income
- the retirement package for the Shimanos

3) As it attempts to chart a fresh beginning, the sangha needs to weigh and act on
many fronts:

A) How to aid and facilitate a healing process for the whole community. Would this
entail any of the following?

- Continuing facilitated sangha discussions as long as they are required

- A public, collective declaration of repudiation of Shimano's decades-long misdeeds
and acknowledgement of the severe hurt and damage they have caused

- Some sort of symbolic act of "purification” for both Shobo-ji and DBZ

B) The future character of ZSS

- Is it of any value to even keep the name ZSS?

- How does the figurative scrubbing clean proceed, to extricate the organization
from the half-century-long moral morass it has been mired in?

- Is a Shimano lineage of any value for this sangha? Does the sangha even wish to
continue
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any association with that name, which has become synonymous with shame?

- Does the sangha need any teacher or abbot at this stage?

- Can the sangha proceed for the moment, until it finds its bearings, simply with
teacherless sits and sesshins, or with sesshins led by teachers invited from other
communities?

This list is by no means exhaustive. May those attempting a ZSS transformation be
guided by faithfulness to the truth, as each sees and understands it, and by sincere
concern for one another’s welfare.

A participant of the CSSF meeting

March 31,2011 10:33 AM

Old timer said...

Another very important point to bear in mind in possible discussions between the
remaining ZSS sangha and the Board:

[s it the Board’s intention to deny Shimano access to ZSS property for a
predetermined time i.e. 2011, but to retain the possibility of Shimano’s return at a
later date? For example, when the present “situation” has “died down” or dropped
from sight...

Has the Board PERMANENTLY banned Mr. Shimano from the premises or do they
hold onto the idea of bringing him back after sufficient time has elapsed such that it
could be maintained that he had been somehow “rehabilitated”?

March 31, 2011 6:29 PM

Board of Dharma Enfarcement said...

The board finally sees the light. It invites the 15 branches of Rinzai to make send one
"qualified teacher" to make presentations why that branch should take over Zen
Studies Society. Automatic points are given to the branch from which D. T. Suzuki
came and who is the true, if forgotten, honorary founder of Zen Studies Society
(along with his teacher Shoyen Shaku and D. T.'s Dharma brother Nyogen Sensaki.)
Automatic points also go to the branch Eido and Soen came from. Deductions in
points from that branch for not having recalled Shimano back to Japan in the 60's
and again each subsequent scandalous episode (Opps! That branch is so far behind
are in effect disqualified altogether.)

Ranking is to be based on weighted scores in the following areas:

- Mastery and Fluency of the English language

- Familiarity of American culture specifically the Northeast region

- Familiarity and accuracy in the teachings of original and Mahayana Buddhism

- Teisho presentations in each round

- Presentation on the precepts and indication of following same.

- Presentation of how to treat Shimano going forward

- Willingness to work under a provisional contract and then under an annual or bi-
annual or tri-annual contract.
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- Presentation on how that branch will transform Zen Studies Society into an
intelligent, safe, cultured and vibrant community. Activities are NOT to be limited to
traditional Japanese-y Zen Arts such as as calligraphy, poetry, painting, tea
ceremony, flower arranging, music (e.g. taiko and shakuhachi, , drama, Japanese
garden design, architecture and martial arts. However those arts may drawn upon
to form a basis for moving forward into the creation of American Zen Arts.

Other projects and event to be added as determined by the judges

There will be five rounds. It seems that Shoyen Shaku's branch gets a by to the
second round.

The judges are yet to be determined. Under consideration are all former dues paying
Sho Bo Ji students, all former kessei students. All ordained. Alternately all students
who were given dharma names by Soen or Eido (but students of the alleged heir of
Shimano will not be allowed to vote.)

April 1,2011 12:00 AM

April at Tree Leaf said...
Genpo returns to Zen teaching and moving assets from Kanzeon to another location.
A must see,

http://www.treeleaf.org/forum/viewtopic.php?f=17&t=3597&p=51042#p51042
April 1, 2011 6:49 PM

Forever Stuck As The April Fool said...
April at Tree Leaf said...

"A must see"

This just in. In addition to Genpo Tree Leaf will be holding Shimano in captivity as
well.

Bless his little black heart, Eido has volunteered and will be assigned group leader of
radioactive clean-up duties, Aiho will be washing clothes by hand.
April 2,2011 8:32 AM

Couldn't resist said...

Eido's clean-up uniform and tools will consist of a gold brocade fundoshi and a
drinking straw...

April 2,2011 3:45 PM
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OpScene said...

At one point, probably long ago, genkaku might have thought this would be a noble
undertaking.

April 2,2011 4:28 PM

Insider said...

Yes,

"Couldn't Resist",

Please let's make a joke of the radiation situation in Japan and wish a slow death by
radiation poisoning on Eido Shimano. Have you ever seen a slow death? What is
with you? Oh yes, you couldn't resist. "His balls in a glass jar on the mantle" boy
what a lot stellar guys we have had here over the past few months. And Genkaku -
you have kindly offered a venue to all who want to discuss, bash and make fun of the
situation. How do you think it is going?

April 2,2011 11:07 PM
April 2,2011 11:19 PM
genkaku said...

And Genkaku - you have kindly offered a venue to all who want to discuss, bash and
make fun of the situation. How do you think it is going?

Insider -- I think it is going about as expected. Volume always rises where substance
dwindles. There is useful stuff here and there is self-serving stuff here, but without
allowing volume its human day in court, honest people have little chance to assess
their own honesty.

It may be that the snide and sniping will, like Glenn Beck tea partiers, overwhelm
those who have something consequential to say, but I kind of doubt it: The bedrock
seriousness of the situation is too compelling.

Or perhaps I am hopelessly naive.

Whatever the case, the bloviations of the internet are hardly the stuff of anything
that might be seriously considered as concrete improvements. Rant and rave or be
as modest and moderate as a parson ... let's see what actually happens.

April 3,2011 7:32 AM

Forever Stuck As The April Fool said...
Dear Precious Insider,
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You gnash your teeth and moralize over an imagined scenario as the real Shimano
fails to acknowledge his misdeeds much less do any repentance.

Seeing that you seek validation, here it is: Yes, you are a good, smart,strong, brave,
attractive, entertaining, wise, and, yes, compassionate person.
April 3,2011 6:17 PM

Insider said...

Dear Forever Stuck As The April Fool,

Believe it or not, the reasons for my post do not actually hang on validation from
you or Couldn't Resist. | am not surprised to read that you think that my comments
are precious (excessively refined)to boot - but actually they are not.

What you do not understand is that you demean and trivialize the real suffering
happening right now in Japan. Perhaps some of us have lost family or friends in
Japan. Perhaps we are not amused to have you use the situation for comic relief to
bash Eido Shimano. Regardless of what you say this is not about "moralizing over
imagined scenarios" - it is a real scenario - either you get it or you don't. You can not
trivialize human suffering in an ongoing crisis (9/11, Haiti, Japan Tsunami- get it?).
Choose another metaphor if you must. And one that does not threaten physical harm
would be appreciated.

[ know most of the major players in this sad tale. What they all need (on all sides) is
a far cry from what you are offering up.

April 3,2011 9:04 PM

Tester said...
TEST
April 9,2011 1:07 PM

tickles said...
Test
April 10,2011 12:55 PM

Hakujo said...
There is a new addition to the archive:

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/7index.html#endless

"Also from my introduction I will delete the names of Bob Aitken and Philip Kapleau
and also delete them from the glossary. As you changed your preface according to
the circumstances, you will understand why I need to do so as I don’t want to be
associated with these two regarding anything, on any level. In my opinion, they are
Judeo-Christian puritans wearing Buddhist Robes and desperately want to appear to
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be the 'first zen Buddhist patriarchs in the land of liberty." They don’t know how the
Dharma transmission takes place or what it is about. I even doubt they have clear
insight. That is none of my business. If they want to be moralistic vigilantes let them

do what they want. But my Dharma stream of Hakuin (&), Torei (3R4&), Gempo

(%IE) and Soen (5RiH) is slightly different. You know when I say slightly, I mean
very."

"A few days ago, | had a dream. In the dream Soen Roshi appeared in his black robe
with a smile saying, “Don’t worry.” So I said, “Worry about what?” He just kept
saying “don’t worry.” with a clear big voice. Finally he said, this is the Dharma..."*

*"re: Jews would not recognize Jesus as the messiah."
April 12,2011 8:28 PM

The Recycled Fox said...
Thanks, Hakujo!
April 13,2011 12:15 AM

Christopher said...

If I'm not mistaken, that book is also the one in which Eido is described as Soen
Roshi's "principal” dharma successor. That statement drove me up the wall the first
time I read it, but in the meantime it's become just another minor feature in the ZSS
universe of absurdity.

April 13,2011 3:02 AM

Janet said...

[ took a screen shot of an archive page on February 18, 2011. It showed 474
Documents comprising 2827 pages. Now, the archive shows 521 documents ( 3179
pages) - that’s an increase of 47 documents (352 pages). The thing is, I can’t tell
what the new additions are. The screen shot was of page three and the second entry
was #102 from 1/9/76. Now, the second entry on page three (#102) is from
10/25/65 and the entry dated 1/9/76 is #114. So that means there were 12 entries
made dated prior to 1976 in the last three months. But what were they?

[ only saved the top of one page so I have no way to compare the whole shebang. I'd
like to know just what was added when. This latest “absurdity” (an apt word
Christopher) was from 1995, it’s 16 year old. The 12 entries added prior to '76 were
35 years old. There needs to be a way for people to know what has been added
when. No?

April 13,2011 8:42 AM
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silencenotgolden said...
Janet said ...
"There needs to be a way for people to know what has been added when."

This is true and I have thought of it a number of times...but didn't mention because I
know that it puts a whole pile of work on the Archivist (re-formatting, adding a
column, perhaps adding a new field to the database although that is probably
already there).

And thank you, Archivist, thank you again for doing such an amazing job!

Perhaps there is another way, like just doing a directory list of the published
documents which shows the "uploaded" date. Most people don't care about this but
for those of us who do, we would actually read the list :)

April 13,2011 10:39 AM

silencenotgolden said...

Hakujo quoted Mr. Shimano's letter to Ms. Chayat...

"Also from my introduction I will delete the names of Bob Aitken and Philip Kapleau
and also delete them from the glossary. As you changed your preface according to
the circumstances, you will understand why I need to do so as [ don’t want to be
associated with these two regarding anything, on any level. In my opinion, they are
Judeo-Christian puritans wearing Buddhist Robes."

[ think that we can safely date this letter as being in late 1995...after Mr. Shimano
received the letter signed by 8 Zen Teachers (including the puritans Aitken and
Kapleau) asking Mr. Shimano about his sexual abuse of his students. Yes, THOSE
"circumstances”.

Ah yes, quick! Bring on the book burning and the re-writing of history. Delete Robert
Aitken and Phillip Kapleau from Soen Roshi's life! And the glossary. And everywhere
else.

The more interesting thing, however, about the draft letter and then the subsequent
draft (if I'm reading the document in the archive correctly), is the co-psychopathic
loop between Shimano and Chayat.

Notice that, in the first draft, Mr. Shimano is stating his OWN ideas. But in the second
draft, he ascribes those ideas to Ms. Chayat. Yes, they had probably already
discussed the "circumstances” on the phone, but it is classic Mr. Shimano: he avoids
speaking such things HIMSELF; instead he influences other people to become the
perpetrators of the dirty work instead of him.
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Just like, it would appear, he did to Joe Marinello...a willing victim, yes, a self-
interested victim, yes, but at some point the victims become the perpetrators of
doing harm to others, and that is exactly what Mr. Marinello and Ms. Chayat became.

Perpetrators. The perptuation of the corrupt and deceitful shimano-dharma. We can
only hope that the Zen Studies Society comes to its senses and ENDS the shimano
lineage.

April 13,2011 11:14 AM

And More said...

And I am also wondering: why the heck is Mr. Yamakawa still permitted to hang
around the Zen Studies Society? The complaints about his sexual misconduct with
ZSS students goes back to his first associations with DBZ in the early 1990's and
continued last year 2010.

In the 1990s he was the head monk at Shogen-ji Monastery, Japan and a visitor to
DBZ with Shogen-ji's Abbot Tani Kogetsu.

Now Mr. Yamakawa is the Abbot of Shogen-ji, and complaints were made at DBZ last
year that he made sexual advances in dokusan.

For people who do not know what dokusan is, it is a private spiritual interview with
the teacher. The student walks into his room alone, frequently to meet a complete
stranger, and bows down to him with her head on the floor. And what happens
then? A few polite words and then WHAM a sexual assault.

And then? She leaves the room and tries to find someone to tell or sits down in
silence to worry about it. Perhaps she finds Ms. Chayat or Fujin Attale Formhals and
says, "Wow, you won't believe what just happened.”

And then what? I would assume that Ms. Chayat or Ms. Formhals creep in to see
Shimano or Yamakawa and say, "Gee, we've got a problem on cushion number five.
How do we shut her up.”

Shimano and Yamakawa are disreputable creeps who have managed to surround
themselves with dishonorably dependent people.
April 13,2011 11:46 AM

And More said...
And yes, Sherry Chayat certainly knows about Yamakawa. So does Marinello and so
does the whole Board of Directors. Count on it.

And what have they done about the other monastics who have sexually abused
people? Or stood by and done nothing to stop it.
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April 13,2011 12:00 PM

Cushion #5 said...

Well, Fromhals has fled the scene of the crime(s) with a ruptured disk and
neuropathy in her legs from her own abusive hour and a half sits. She's gone to sit
some more with Yamakawa in Gifu! Who'da thunk?

But you know what they say about criminals always returning to the scene of the
crime... vigilance is called for!
April 13,2011 12:23 PM

Janet said...
OK..I'm lost!

This morning when I looked at the archive as I said earlier, it contained 521
documents (3179 pages). Now, just after lunch, it still has 521 documents but 3189

pages!

What's the story with that?
April 13,2011 1:55 PM

L. R. Wu said...
Dear Janet,

Go easy on the archivist [ don't think he has any help in posting the materials he has
been given. I'm sure he is prioritizing his "Herculean" efforts (although sometimes it
seems more like "Sysyphusean" efforts given the seemingly endless amount of
sordid corruption within ZSS as recently seen by the revelation about Shimano's
good buddy Yamakawa).

Archivist, [ recently had reason to revisit some documents on the archive and I too
found some documents that were newly posted, so I have concerns similar to
Janet's. It's not urgent to me but, perhaps, you can address the issue of additions in a
manner that is automated and doesn't required much repeated effort on you part.
April 13,2011 3:54 PM

Kobutsu said...
PART ONE

All right, it appears time to release some technical information about the archive:

First of all, thank you silencenotgolden for your kind words.
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Now, as for the archive... I first posted the archive on March 25, 2010 at
http://www.hoodiemonks.org/ShimanoArchive.html and there were somewhere
around 136 entries or so. It soon more than doubled by the time we set up the
dedicated domain http://www.shimanoarchive.com/ on June 19, 2010. With the
addition of the video clips it became very sluggish in loading so at the suggestion of
a geek-ish lady friend, we paginated it into eight separate pages on November 1,
2010. This enabled the pages to load faster but the changeover involved a fair
amount of work.

When I began the sites, [ used the only tool [ was familiar with - html. (Html - for
those not familiar, refers to a programming language, the acronym stands for Hyper
Text Markup Language.) While the archives are technically a “database” it is not a
relational database since it is written in flat html.

As the amount of information increased, I found myself in a bind work-wise. The
way things work is that for many of the entries that the users see on line there has
been a lot of preparatory work done to each page to make them presentable. Much
of the original Robert Aitken, Rodaishi documentation was in poor shape. Most of
the old documents were done on old ribbon typewriters and stacked one-atop-
another for decades. In many cases the ink from these documents transferred to the
documents stacked above which left a lot of artifacts on the Xerox copies we
received from the University of Hawaii. Many of the copies of the documents were
skewed and the contrast was poor. Each document was then converted into a digital
image, straightened, artifacts removed and the contrast and brightness adjusted to
increase legibility.

Here is an example of a particularly poor copy of a letter from Shimano:

The original from the UH Archive -
http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/sampleDOC.pdf

And the cleaned-up version that appears in the archive -
http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/19631228_Shimano_Aitkens.pdf

So that document took the better part of a full day to prepare, the image had to be
gone over almost pixel by pixel in Photoshop to produce what the user sees on the
screen.

[ spent months just preparing the documents in this manner to produce what people
see in the archive. At this point, I have put in over eleven-thousand hours of work on
the archive.

April 13,2011 5:36 PM

Kobutsu said...
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PART TWO

With hindsight, I would have been better off learning how to set up a Drupal front-
end for a MySQL relational database, but hindsight is hindsight as many of us have
learned from the Shimano debacle. The workload became intense at times as more
and more material accumulated. I began adding photographs this year to make the
archive appear more interesting and user friendly.

Now, I understand the issue of people wanting to know “what’s new?” and I'm
considering how to address it. If  had begun with a relational database it would be
easy, but using flat html it is a bit more involved. I could migrate over to a relational
framework but that would take months and carries a steep learning curve, as [ am
not fluent in SQL (Structured Query Language) and would have to learn it from
books or off the web. My funding is extremely limited as I live on a Social Security
check (at least for now until the politicians take it away) so [ don’t have the luxury of
hiring an expert to rebuild the database or even buy a video tutorial for that matter.

Please bear-with; [ will address this problem somehow, if only in a stopgap manner.
Perhaps going the route suggested by silencenotgolden, setting up a directory list of
the published documents which shows the "uploaded"” date. | may however, have
trouble determining some of the dates accurately as [ have had more than enough to
do without keeping track of when each item was posted. I'll look into it...

Now, Janet’s question: The ten pages added this morning was an update to the
genkaku-again record in entry #516 (02/11/11) on page 11. (
http://www.shimanoarchive.com/11index.html ) Periodically I update the entries
that include pertinent blogs, so that the number of documents does not increase but
the number of pages may.

[ trust this explanation will prove helpful...
April 13,2011 5:38 PM

About "NotSilent's" GoldenShower said...
silencenottruthful said:

"Just like, it would appear, he did to Joe Marinello...a willing victim, yes, a self-
interested victim, yes, but at some point the victims become the perpetrators of
doing harm to others, and that is exactly what Mr. Marinello and Ms. Chayat
became."

Classic, cowardly smear-blog stuff! Bet you have never even conversed with
Marinello, i.e., asked him a question via phone, email, or in person (for the latter you

clearly wouldn't have the guts), have you?

Your representations are just your own wishful thinking.
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You cross a line when you flat out blatantly character-assasinate a person, in this
case a public figure easily accessible to all, from your hidden perch. You could have
been like a 'journalist’, dug in, asked direct meaningful questions. Instead you're just
another 'urinalist’, pissing away your vile stream.

Don't for a minute think that Chayat or Marinello would read this rag. I wouldn't
either if [ were them.

Truly gutless.
April 13,2011 7:16 PM

UBPoorNoMore said...
Kobutsu said:

"My funding is extremely limited as I live on a Social Security check..."

Hey, no problem! Just get your buddy Andy Afable to write you up a brand new
retirement package.
April 13,2011 7:55 PM

Olivia said...

What is "truly gutless" is the cowardice of Eido Shimano and the ZSS board
members who turned against students who tried to tell the truth of what happened
to them or others in their student teacher relationship. Anyone who survived this
double abuse and continues to speak up is hardly a coward.

SilenceNotGolden, thanks for your information and the compassionate edge you
took by portraying Marinello and Chayat as victims and the irony that even victims
who can not separate from a perpatrator can become sources of harm - intended or
not.

Archivist - Yes - thank you too. I hope there's a solution for you and the readers of
the archive. Perhaps someone can volunteer to assist in creating a directory as
described if that person can source the dates of additions. Once finished it may not
be too timely for you to continue.

April 13,2011 9:41 PM

I. R. Wu said...
Kobutsu,

You have described an incredible amount of work.
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In light of that, saying "thank you" seems meaningless, but thank you just the same.
April 13,2011 11:04 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Very interesting, Kobutsu. [ was reading along in your first paragraphs about
cleaning up the documents and I was thinking, "I'd like to see one of those originals."

And there it was, reading my mind, thanks for putting up the before-and-after
document. Pixel by pixel, yes I can imagine, zoomed in real close. It certainly is a
remarkable result, truly outstanding.

['m thinking that GoogleBooks must do a lot of this custom work, they're scanning
all sorts of things. Maybe they have a project for you? There must be many different
things that they do with documents, archives and software.

Well, okay, so how to let people know there's an addition to the archive. How about

a spreadsheet, OpenOffice works fine. Just a list with the upload date and document

name (not historical, just going forward). You could scan it occasionally and put it in
the archive.

We're not picky...we just don't want to miss anything in case we step away from this
blog ;)

Good grief.

[ remember when you made the announcement on the Aitken blog that you would
no longer be announcing additions to the archive. (I guess that was you.) Hectic
days. That was like, last August or something.

And here we are...clamoring for announcements. There's no rest for the weary.
April 14,2011 1:33 AM

Kobutsu said...
OK... quick and dirty but functional:

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/html/NEWindex.html
April 14,2011 8:17 AM

Curious said...
Gassho Kobutsu!
Thank you for all the work you have done on the Archive.:)
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But say - did you ever hear anything from Ryutaku-ji/Daitoku-ji on Eido's lineage
discrepancies...?
April 14,2011 12:26 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Wow that was fast. I see that you used the 'sequence#' column for the Addition /
Modification Date'.

If the width of the screen were not so limited, it actually gets rid of the other issue
that people have remarked upon: the sequence#'s change when a document is
added. Although I think that most people are happier to see a seq# and don't even
care if it changes.

Anyway,now I will return to my old policy of "not meddling with Kobutsu's way of
doing things, because [ know that this project is very complex".

Great work Kobutsu, the whole thing is amazing and a HUGE public service.
April 14, 2011 1:06 PM

still Curious said...

Oh, and what about the ring ER took? You brought up the issue. Don't you think you
owe us an update?

April 14,2011 1:14 PM

Olivia said...
Kobutsu,

['ve wanted to tell you how much I appreciate being able to see the video of the last
interview with Aitken Roshi. Do you know which R.H. Blyth book he's looking
through? [ wanted to find the poem or Haiku or whatever writing Aitken was
looking for in that book.

Yes, thanks is a very inadequate word for what you've brought to public witness.
Aitken would be pleased and I think give him much peace since he was a man who
understood that ethics and zen practice are not separate. As he said "how can they
be?"

April 14,2011 7:30 PM

Curious said...
still Curious was not me...
April 15,2011 9:14 AM
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Neither Curious nor Still Curious said...
just mildly curious...
April 15,2011 12:47 PM

curious2 said...

What happened with Sogen Yamakawa? I get lost here. Is there any solid proof
against him?

April 15,2011 1:54 PM

Ryushin Malone said...

Thank you for the compliments to my dad. He does not like to engage in public
dialogs on these blogs. So it is best if you have specific questions to contact him
directly. Kobutsu is not well at the moment, he’s had surgery on each shoulder with
in the past month and has had a synthetic lubricant injected into his left knee two
days ago. He pulled an all-nighter putting up the “What’s New?” page. I was helping
along side him doing error checking of links and anchors in the main archive when
we noticed that his left knee has alarmingly swollen. He’s describes him-self feeling
poisoned and has taken to bed under doctors recommendations.

Thank you XXXXXX for volunteering to drive all the way up here to help. I'm doing
what I can for him and walking Harley since dad is having a very difficult time
standing up. I'm sure he will be feeling better in a few days but [ wanted to tell you
all how much he appreciates your kind comments.

All of the negative comments, vicious blog postings, vile rumors that have been
spread about him, nasty emails, and threating phone calls have long since died away.
His response has been patient and tolerant, mine on the other hand has been far
more unappreciative. The arrows and missiles from those who would inhabit “The
Unconditional Realm,” are deflected by the now crystal clear reality of the history
that Kobutsu has unveiled.

Thank you for appreciating him.
April 15,2011 3:31 PM

MinorityNotSilent said...
"I am writing to you ... with a quantity of information concerning Mr. Eido Tai
Shimano and his New York based Zen Studies Society, Inc."

" ...but at some point the victims become the perpetrators of doing harm to others,
and that is exactly what Mr. Marinello and Ms. Chayat became."

1. ZSS belongs to Eido Shimano.
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2. Deeds of Eido Shimano =/equivalent to deeds of Chayat and Marinello.

It is doubtful if Eido Shimano could ever be held personally legally responsible for
the corporate irresponsibilities, mistakes or misdeeds of ZSS, as a corporate
structure. Like Elvis, he has left the building. Just like Andy Afable, Eido Shimano will
probably get away scot-free.

As ZSS struggles mightily to right itself morally and financially, along comes Malign
with a shot to the kneecaps.

Nice targeting!

At Mayday on the National Mall in 1969, | witnessed a cop pursuing a demonstrator,
while my friend, who was outfitted like Fidel Castro, filmed the chase. The cop got
winded, the guy was getting away, so the cop gave up chasing him and instead
rammed into the back of some unrelated, unsuspecting guy who was standing in a
group. He got the poor guy down and wailed away on him with his nightstick until
backup arrived, and they cuffed and led him away.

'Next best thing.'
Re. ER = SC and/or JM: same thing.
April 15,2011 5:22 PM

Hmm said...
Somebody took the blue pill...
April 15,2011 11:38 PM

Re"Zippy"NotHippie said...
Re. the new FBI informant:

"I am writing to you on the instructions from the Bangor, Maine FBI office. [ initially
made contact with the Boston FBI office through a telephone call on September 22,
2010 ... concerning Mr. Eido Tai Shimano (I5%¥ %<38) and his New York based Zen
Studies Society, Inc. I also provided information to the Department of the Treasury,
Internal Revenue Service in a letter sent on October 22, 2010."

Well, there goes the counter-cultural cred!
April 16,2011 10:20 AM
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P.S. said...
[ guess this means that he didn't get his ring back ...
April 16,2011 10:33 AM

Daniel Ellsberg said...
Frustrated little troll....
April 16,2011 11:01 AM

NextBestThing said...

Actually, yes, now that you point it out, there is a passing resemblance to the
'roaming gnome'!

April 18,2011 9:09 AM

MinorityNotSilent said...

Any good karma or goodwill that could have been generated by the earnest attempts
of Kevin Malone to seek justice (whether on behalf of victims, or just because he was
motivated by vengeance like some others, no matter), is undercut, if not dissipated,
by taking his sights off Eido Roshi's egregious failings and instead targeting the ZSS
in general, and people like Chayat or Marinello in particular.

April 18,2011 9:16 AM

Bartlett said...

Classic, cowardly smear-blog stuff! Bet you have never even conversed with
Kobutsu, i.e., asked him a question via phone, email, or in person (for the latter you
clearly wouldn't have the guts), have you?

... sound familiar?
April 18,2011 10:23 AM

NotSilentMinority said...

Yes, | have met and conversed with Kobutsu, and done sesshins with him. I admire
the transparency of the Archives, but I despise the fact that the focus has shifted
from Eido Shimano to other people. I seriously doubt that there will be an IRS or FBI
investigation, because there is nothing to justify it--it potentially is just a big time-
and money-wasting exercise.

As for emailing or conversing with an FBI informant: no, that is not my cup of green
tea.

And as for the 'roaming gnome', I absolutely adore it! Cute little devil ...
April 18,2011 11:34 AM
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silencenotgolden said...
The problem with pernicious clergy sexual abuse is neither the offender nor the
victims but the organization itself.

['m not talking about the spiritual leader who makes a mistake due to a temporary
personal issue and has sex with somebody not-their-wife.

The Zen Studies Society and the Catholic Church have organizational and leadership
problems, that actually PERMIT the clergy to engage in sexual contact with their
parishioners. The minors who have been abused by Catholic priests make up only
7% of those who are sexually abused by Catholic priests: their prime targets of
abuse are adult women. The newspapers hardly even mention it because they don't
sue, but women's lives are getting wrecked.

The ZSS would like to pretend that only Eido Shimano has a problem. It's not true.
Dai Bosatsu has been a hunting ground for men who want to have sex, be they clergy
or not. The permission comes right from the Board of Directors. So it is VERY
important to name names and for the Board to get rid of these guys and to get rid of
the whole shimano-lineage.

Eido Shimano is still an 'employee’ of the Zen Studies Society, albeit in the
classification 'retired'. He lives 2 blocks from the Shobo-ji at the ZSS's expense.

It has ALWAYS been the 'retirement' plan he would rid himself of his
responsibilities at DBZ. Mission accomplished.

The Board is controlled by Eido Shimano. Right now.
April 18,2011 12:47 PM

True said...

SNG, you're right. I lived at DBZ for a while. The Ohashi groups came up in the
summer. [ recall making statements several times to the effect of "any guy who's
here is going to get hit on and the monks will have to beat them off with a stick."
There was lots of sex goin' on. And [ was too deluded or ignorant or whatever to
even think there was anything wrong with it (zen crap and all that) -- it was just the
way it was.

April 18,2011 1:05 PM

Re SilenceNot2Brite said...
SNG: thank heavens for your irrational bulls**t and outright lies. They inspire me to
persevere on this s**t-rag. "The Board is controlled by Eido Shimano". Beautiful! ZSS
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= the Catholic Church, & ZSS permits (i.e., encourages) sexual abuse! Oh my! Non-
pareil! Bravo! Encore!
April 18,2011 1:46 PM

"PP" said...
"any guy who's here is going to get hit on and the monks will have to beat them off
with a stick."

Now that's a "(painful) picture" ...
April 18,2011 1:47 PM

YeeeBoy said...
"Dai Bosatsu has been a hunting ground for men who want to have sex, be they
clergy or not. The permission comes right from the Board of Directors."

Yes, that's why the Board endorsed Sherry "I'll pop your cherry!" Chayat for DBZ
abbot!
April 18, 2011 2:19 PM

silencenotgolden said...
"Permit"” does not exactly mean encourage, nor does "pretend not to know", but it
certainly *discourages* people from associating with the Zen Studies Society.

Retirement. So, let's think about what the Shimanos do when they feel like going to a
zendo. Do they walk the 2 blocks to go to the Shobo-ji? Or hop on the bus and go sit
on the westside with Barry Magid?

Or maybe take the subway down the Village Zendo. Or go to Brooklyn to sit with the
Mt. Tremper folks. Or find the CSSF sangha in exile and join them?

The ZSS appears to have absolutely no intention of ridding itself of the Shimanos.

The ZSS bylaws split the DBZ and Shobo-ji into 2 entities with 2 executives. The
retirement package.

People who think that it may be safe to practice at the Shobo-ji should be aware that
it will be a number of years before it is safe to go there.

The sexual abuse is only a symptom of the faulty nature of the shimano-dharma. Just
a symptom, not the root cause.

What's the root cause? "It is not a byproduct of Zen in the West. It's the byproduct of
a criminal mind." - Robert Aitken, speaking of Eido Shimano, 2010.
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April 18,2011 4:12 PM

NotSilentMinority said...
"The ZSS appears to have absolutely no intention of ridding itself of the Shimanos."

--Obviously false, from deposing his abbotship, to actively doing all it can to prevent
him from getting onto ZSS grounds (e.g., other than to pick up his 'stuff’).

"People who think that it may be safe to practice at the Shobo-ji should be aware
that it will be a number of years before it is safe to go there."

--Let's start a 'Shimano Watch":

When was the last time you saw either of them at Shobo-ji or DBZ? Ask staff what
the purpose of the visit was.

The feeling of safety is an utmost concern.
April 18, 2011 5:06 PM

Paranoid said...
No need to start one... it's already up and running.

Maybe you might consider starting a "Shimano Watch - Watch" to keep track of us
all?
April 18,2011 8:08 PM

Lucius Fox said...
Didn't you get the memo?
April 18,2011 8:12 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Mr. Shimano is a very dangerous predator. People tend to focus on his sexual abuse
of women, but the focus is misplaced.

He gets his kicks out having people trust him and then destroying that trust. Men.
['m talking about men trusting him. The abuse of women is a destructive distraction.

Mr. Shimano's problem is not about sex. It's about power. He has such a weak
character that the manipulations of the board, the manipulations of his Vice Abbots,
the sexual abuse, the business ventures with Yamakawa, the movements of money,
the grabbing of real estate, getting people to lie for him, packing the board with 'yes'
votes...he thinks that pulling the wool over people's eyes makes him a big shot.
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He's not a big shot. He's a con-man. And when he betrays people, if they stick
around, they become more tightly bound to him than ever before because they have
gone against their own consciences and have rationalized their own objections to
associating with him.

They give him power over them by weakening their own characters, and he is
correct in thinking that he is more powerful. They become completely dependent
upon their relationship with him for their own identities. The polar opposite of zen.

Everybody knows what he is. He's a dangerous con-man and religion is his weapon
against those he chooses to deceive, once they are 'believers' in the shimano-
dharma.

They get confused, completely mixed up, because his religious rap is corrupt and
selfish at the very base of it. He manipulates people with tailor-made lies so that
they will trust him. Whatever he thinks it is that you want to believe, he'll tell you;
different lies for different people, and he's always counting on a lack of
communication between people so that he doesn't get tripped up.

Until the internet and the archives. People can finally communicate as fast as he can
tell lies. The Board is his mouthpiece. And that fellow Nonin Chowaney.

So when people say that Mr. Shimano needs to go into a sex offender rehab program,
they just really don't understand what the problem is. Power. Not sex. He's
incurable and belongs in prison.

So will he return to the zendos? Of course. He believes that the Zen Studies Society is
his property and he has packed the Board with people who agree.
April 18,2011 8:16 PM

Christopher said...
http://sweepingzen.com/2011/04 /13 /nonin-chowaney-interview/
April 19, 2011 3:54 AM

Robin said...
Mr. Nonin seems to have changed his tune somewhat since last year....

http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20100522_Nonin_Declarations_ZFI.pdf
April 19,2011 5:11 AM

genkaku said...
A line that caught my eye was this:
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"I've met Shimano-roshi a few times. The guy does see things clearly. Unfortunately,
he either forgot about the precepts or mistakenly believed that he was beyond them.
This happens. Fortunately, he has finally been called on his behavior. Yet, he does
have a clear dharma eye. By this, | mean a person who sees things very clearly, who
understands emptiness and no self from a very deep place and who can guide
students in practice. Unfortunately, his ethical conduct fell short."

Oh dear!
April 19,2011 8:43 AM

OhDear said...
Genkaku said, "Oh dear!".

Yes ... oh dear. I have been many years with

ES and associated with many of his students.

And many blindly follow what he says. Many

do not consider precepts are important, compassion and wsdom are not important.
What

importance is ES instruction because they

believe ES is always in the state of unconditional realm. They even disregard other
teacher or tradition as being inferior. Ask

Fujin or Jokei about Daido Loori or Shitake

(Shoteki)-san about Dalai Lama. Superiority

complex is an indication of something wrong

with ES dharma-teaching.

April 19,2011 11:50 AM

Joseph Cook said...
Dear Oh Dear,

Can you be a little more explicit about your implication you make when you write
"Ask Fujin or Jokei about Daido Loori or Shitake (Shoteki)-san about Dalai Lama.
Superiority complex is an indication of something wrong with ES dharma-teaching."

Thanks.

Regards,
April 19,2011 1:13 PM

Thomas said...
ES has always been about dominance/submission, Aitken pointed it out as early as
1964. He has disparaged other teachers, other schools, other races, poor people and
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specifically women for decades. Anyone who lived at DBZ for any length of time
inevitably heard it... The man is an insufferable megalomanic.

Didn't you ever wonder about his "Let TRUE Dharma continue" line... like HIS
Dharma was the only real one?
April 19,2011 1:30 PM

Joe Cook said...
Genkaku wrote:

That Chowaney said in an interview on Sweeoing Zen:

"I've met Shimano-roshi a few times. The guy does see things clearly. Unfortunately,
he either forgot about the precepts or mistakenly believed that he was beyond
them."

Can somebody explain what this statement means? Because when [ analyze it, I see a
very harmful statement or even a mistatement.

If, say, John "clearly saw" that guns fire bullets which kill people, then John goes out
on a shooting spree killing thirty people; what does John's "seeing clearly" even
matter? John still needs to know that

killing is wrong,

self restraint is essential

and many other things pertinent to living with others.

Further, John needs to be restrained, arrest, tried, and imprisoned, and if possible
treated and rehabilitated.

With the "clear seeing” attributed to Shimano by his defenders like Chayat
(Penetrating Dharma Eye), Marinello, or Chowaney; who needs Zen? Who would
want to bother with Zen? I'd have to say their teaching is as even harmful than
Shimano's. I'd also have to say that if they people think for a second that Shimano's
"seeing" is worth commenting on in any kind positive way, it is clear that these
people are seriously sick individuals.

(As apologists for Shimano they'd should considered be accessories to and enablers
of Shimano's further crimes.)

"Oh dear!" for sure!!
April 19,2011 1:49 PM

OhDear said...
Joe Cook, Thomas already explained it. The implication is obvious - arrogance,
egocentrism,
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people are expendable, skewed compassion, etc.

When ES came to the west, he was just 10 years

under monastic training (it is still on the level

of unsui - novice), assuming he was ordained right after high school. Yet, through
"skilled"

manouvre he was promoted to abbot and roshi.

Many of us were and are awed by his regalia.

We still believe that "god is a king", so spiritual teacher has to be king-like.

April 19, 2011 2:25 PM

Watcher said...

Still no forensic audit and no new bylaws.
Aiho is completely prohibited to visit Shobo-ji,
and Eido is allowed to visit DBZ and Shobo-ji
only to pick his stuff, one tooth-pick each
visit.

April 19,2011 2:37 PM

Listener said...
Thank you, Watcher.
April 19,2011 3:22 PM

Listener said...

Re. Watcher: ZSS is probably still fighting tooth and nail with Shimano over finances,
i.e., the afable-authored retirement package.

April 19, 2011 3:24 PM

Joe Cook said...
OhDear said...

"Joe Cook, Thomas already explained it. The implication is obvious - arrogance,
egocentrism, people are expendable, skewed compassion, etc.”

[ actually wanted to read what he thought these people would have to say.
April 20,2011 2:21 AM

Christopher said...

"With the "clear seeing" attributed to Shimano by his defenders like Chayat
(Penetrating Dharma Eye), Marinello, or Chowaney; who needs Zen? Who would
want to bother with Zen?"
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Touché. As someone who has often been accused of "attachment to emptiness" on
ZFI, I found it particularly ironic that Chowaney praises Shimano's understanding of
emptiness. Like what the fuck can such an understanding be worth if you still
behave like that?

April 20,2011 3:25 AM

NotSilentMinority said...

"The guy does see things clearly. Unfortunately, he either forgot about the precepts
or mistakenly believed that he was beyond them. This happens. Fortunately, he has
finally been called on his behavior. Yet, he does have a clear dharma eye. By this, I
mean a person who sees things very clearly, who understands emptiness and no self
from a very deep place and who can guide students in practice. Unfortunately, his
ethical conduct fell short. How often, I don’t know. As far as | know, there had been a
fifteen-year period in which there had reportedly been no formal complaints."

Chowaney's real failing is implying that Shimano can continue to "guide students in
practice", something that Shimano should never be allowed to do, given that
successful rehab seems highly unlikely.

April 20, 2011 7:38 AM

OhDear said...

Chowaney said

"Yet, he does have a clear dharma eye. By this, | mean a person who sees things very
clearly, who understands emptiness and no self from a very deep place and who can
guide students in practice. "

Well ... Chowaney can gauge and measure Shimano, so Chowaney is already in
unconditional realm.

Amazing ... pointing his own greatness indirectly.

April 20,2011 12:06 PM

And furthermore said...
http://clearviewblog.org/2011/04/20/zen-ethical-conduct-an-open-letter-to-
genpo-merzel/

April 20,2011 4:11 PM

Anonymous said...

[ know it's hard to accept, but people who have talent we respect in one area are not
necessarily people who we respect in other ways. Just because Picasso was an awful
and abusive man doesn't mean that I don't love his paintings -- it doesn't mean that
as an artist, he couldn't see things clearly. I think it might be possible to see into
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your true nature, and also be a sexual preditor. Is there some mechanism that occurs
when you have this deep insight that prevents you from abusing others? If that is
what some people commenting here think, I honestly would like to know how they
understand this.

April 20,2011 6:23 PM

genkaku said...

Anonymous -- Please pick a name to use here. I will delete all posts that are marked
"anonymous." The object of the exercise is to help others refer to whatever post you
make.

Your question above reminds me of the old joke about the scam artist who came up
with a wonderful new invention -- dehydrated water. All you had to do was add
water and voila!

Buddhism is not some experiment in sociology. It is more along the line of actual-
factual experience. If history is any guide (and [ admit it may not be), there were
many men and women whose experience brought them into tacit accord with each
other.

Sorry if it sounds to airy-fairy, but there was once a Zen teacher (name lost to old
age and laziness) who commented, "Having some attainment is the jackal's yelp.
Having no attainment is the lion's roar." Running around defending and
manipulating and maneuvering and denying under pretense of the lion's roar is
strictly jackal stuff. Simply stated, a lion is a lion and there is no pretense in it. A
jackal is just another jackass. Shimano's CEO shenanigans cannot be separated by
someone who simply claims to be a lion.

If any of that makes much sense.
April 20, 2011 6:38 PM

Huh? said...
Reminds me of something Chris Matthews might say.
April 20,2011 7:46 PM

silencenotgolden said...
Retirement packages are awarded when a person retires. In Mr. Shimano's case that
was December 6, 2010.

[t is the current Board who gave Mr. Shimano the retirement package in 2010, not a
previous Board. Instead of firing him for repeatedly sexually abusing their students
and consistently impairing their ability to raise funds, the CURRENT Board chose to
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retire him with a salary, an apartment, with the co-op fees paid, the real estate taxes
paid, the utility bills paid, and various insurance policies.

How did that happen? Answer: his cronies are on the Board and he only needs 4
votes. That's the way it works.

Retiring and rewarding Mr. Shimano with perks was absolutely uncalled for; the
legal system is entirely capable of determining what Mr. Shimano deserves and what
the organization can afford.

This nonsense that "we didn't do it" is just another deception from the current
Board: it is THEY who gave Mr. Shimano the perks in 2010, no one else.
April 21, 2011 12:24 AM

Christopher said...
"Is there some mechanism that occurs when you have this deep insight that
prevents you from abusing others?"

This is begging the question: clearly an abusive person's insight couldn't have been
all that deep in the first place. But this points to what is evidently a real chasm of
understanding between Shimano's supporters and everybody else. [ assume their
position is something along the lines of kensho => insight => enlightenment =>
"understanding of emptiness and no-self from a very deep place" => "being at ease
in the unconditional realm beyond mere morality", etc. From that position, it is
evidently possible for someone to be "enlightened" and a sociopath at the same
time. This also explains why they're so big on ethics statements, precepts, etc. - since
the so-called enlightened person would presumably otherwise just fuck everybody
over with his carte blanche.

For the rest of us, however, any such "insight" is at best completely irrelevant and at
worse no insight at all. People are judged by their actions, Zen or no Zen.

(And this notwithstanding the fact that certain outspoken proponents of the former
position are obviously in conflict of interest, since they themselves are carte-blanche
carrying "Zen Masters" - whether or not they politely decline to refer to themselves
in that way).

April 21,2011 3:15 AM

Christopher said...
PS I don't recall Picasso ever having claimed to be a teacher of Buddhism
April 21,2011 3:48 AM

GotMH? said...
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"This nonsense that "we didn't do it" is just another deception from the current
Board: it is THEY who gave Mr. Shimano the perks in 2010, no one else."

Actually, this is a complete lie. It is easy to check. The present Board is fighting
Shimano over the Afable-authored retirement package, and did not substitute a
retirement package of their own.

[ believe this lie is coming from a person who badly needs mental health counseling.
April 21,2011 9:18 AM

Be scared, be very scared said...
Joseph Cook said...

Dear Oh Dear,

Can you be a little more explicit about your implication you make when you write
"Ask Fujin or Jokei about Daido Loori or Shitake (Shoteki)-san about Dalai Lama.
Superiority complex is an indication of something wrong with ES dharma-teaching."

Thanks.

Regards,
April 19,2011 1:13 PM

Fujin and Jokei would exchange photo's of Daido Roshi with comments written on
them of a sexual nature. They could even be seen in the main office in front of guests
and visitors! The joke was that Fujin (the head monk) absolutely despised Daido and
ZMM. The comments were always about Daido wanting to bed Fujin. The irony is
that after years of this petty joke they both went to Daido's funeral, they should
actually be ashamed of themselves. What's even more laughable- Fujin was always
in love with Shimano (and probably was yet another concubine). Dysfunction,
enabling, superiority complexes, borderline personalities, twisted psychologies and
a cult like worship of Shimano. This is the legacy of ZSS. But hey..."Let True Dharma
Continue"!

April 21,2011 9:27 AM

Christopher said...
"The present Board is fighting Shimano over the Afable-authored retirement
package"

Could you offer a few more details about this "fight"? Since from my perspective it
looks more like one side just threw down its gloves from the get-go.
April 21,2011 9:40 AM
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Shodo said...

Fujin and Jokei would exchange photo's of Daido Roshi with comments written on
them of a sexual nature. They could even be seen in the main office in front of guests
and visitors! The joke was that Fujin (the head monk) absolutely despised Daido and
ZMM.

Why in the world would they hate Daido and ZMM so much...?
April 21,2011 9:56 AM

silencenotgolden said...
The CURRENT Board awarded Mr. Shimano his retirement package. The only fund
that is Mr. Shimano's is his 403B (the not-for-profit equivalent of a 401K).

Instead of FIRING him, they RETIRED him: with salary, housing, utilities, insurance.
They chose to reward him with RETIREMENT.

It is a deception for the Board to say that they are "fighting" with him and that they
are not responsible for his retirement package. They ARE responsible and they
chose not to fight when they RETIRED him.

The legal system is perfectly capable of deciding what Mr. Shimano deserves and
what the organization can afford.

The ZSS Board needs to get its own lawyer who looks out for the ORGANIZATION'S
interests instead of Mr. Shimano's.
April 21, 2011 9:58 AM

Tom said...
From the ZSS advertising their upcoming sesshin:

"Please come and sit with us as we honor 'our' great patriarch Nyogen Senzaki. One
of the first pioneers of Zen in America, his steadfast practice helped to firmly
establish 'our' precious Dharma in the west." (Single quotes highlighted for
emphasis.)

They should lay off co-opting Senzaki or even the Dharma as OURS. Neither he nor
the Dharma is theirs! Senzaki would have HATED Shimano had he lived and gotten
to know him, they only met for an hour for Christ sake!

The ZSS cannot escape from ARROGANCE. Shimano's teaching seeped into the very
fabric of the organization- being the most "authentic” Zen in the west. Even after
forcing the old horndog to retire, the ZSS still uses the rhetoric of elitism.
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[ say rescue Senzaki's ashes from Dai Bosatsu by digging them up and spread them
all across America. What arrogance! And ...no, I won't come and sit with you!

Answer to Christopher:

From what I heard a few current Board members (and you can count NOT Roko)
were considering breaking the terms of the Shimano retirement package. To head
them off at the pass, Shimano has his own lawyer working to fight them. Yahoo- a
showdown at the DBZ Gate!

April 21,2011 10:07 AM

silencenotgolden said...
[ just saw your comment, Christopher. Yes, the board threw down it's gloves from
the get go.

Yet they pretended they did not, with all of that nonsense about Mr. Shimano
resigning from the Board. And an audit. Yes, let's see the "audit".
April 21,2011 10:11 AM

watcher said...
What I heard the ZSS lawyer is Shimano's student.
Did it explain everything?

Did the board fight Shimanos? Yes, they fought
to prohibit Aiho visiting Shobo-ji. The main
criminal, ES, still roams around and is allowed
only to pick his stuff. The loop-hole is that
stuff can be anything, tooth-picks, incense,

etc.,, and ES can and is allowed to pick one

stick at a time (and there tons of tooth-picks).
How many Kalpa will ES stay around ZSS ... just
count!

April 21,2011 10:25 AM

Shodo said...

Did the board fight Shimanos? Yes, they fought
to prohibit Aiho visiting Shobo-ji. The main
criminal, ES, still roams around and is allowed
only to pick his stuff. The loop-hole is that
stuff can be anything, tooth-picks, incense,

etc.,, and ES can and is allowed to pick one

stick at a time (and there tons of tooth-picks).
How many Kalpa will ES stay around ZSS ... just
count!
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Wait... is this literally true...?

Does ES come back to DBZ under the guise of "taking his stuff" and leave with a
"stick of incense" so that he can still be around the place...?

April 21,2011 10:38 AM

Tom said...

Of course! Why are you so surprised? This is all so typical to those of us who have
been around ZSS.

April 21,2011 10:42 AM

silencenotgolden said...
In fairness to the Board, let me say this.

Most people who join small not-for-profit boards, especially churches, have no idea
what what a board is and how it operates. They think that the person who sits at the
head of the table (for 30+ years the Chairman of Board Eido Shimano) is the boss.

It's not true. The REAL head of ALL New York not-for-profit Boards is the NY State
Attorney General, Eric Schneiderman. Any director can contact Mr. Schneiderman's
office and ask for advise.

The situation is simple to explain to the Attorney General:

1. The Chairman of the Board and Abbot wrote himself a retirement package that
the organization cannot afford.

2. It's unaffordability was documented as far back as 1995, in the resignation letter
of director Perriello in the archives.

Self-dealing is something that the AG's office is VERY familiar with.

1. The Zen Studies Society is a 501-C3 religious charity.

2. The phone number for the NYState Attorney General Charities Bureau is (212)
416-8401.

3. Here is their website:

http://www.charitiesnys.com/contact_new.html

Mr. Shimano has preyed upon the Board for his entire career.

-He set up the bylaws so that it was impossible to get rid of the Abbot (himself and
now Chayat).

-He has made sure that he has the 4 votes that he needs to do anything he wants.

The Board needs its own lawyer. It takes ONE DAY to write bylaws and a lawyer is
definitely not necessary.
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A simple phone call to the AG would be useful for any Board member who feels
bullied.
April 21,2011 10:53 AM

silencenotgolden said...

"They should lay off co-opting Senzaki or even the Dharma as OURS. Neither he nor
the Dharma is theirs! Senzaki would have HATED Shimano had he lived and gotten
to know him, they only met for an hour for Christ sake!"

Yes, I agree. Mr. Shimano's fairytales have been a huge disservice to the ZSS. And all
of it was unnecessary, completely unnecessary.

He cannot resist fabrication: about Senzaki, about Soen Roshi, about Mrs. Carlson,
about, about, about. He has no conscience; it's a very odd thing.

It seems to me that he uses (or denigrates) the reputations of other people to cover
up for his own failings.
April 21,2011 11:34 AM

Fukuta Mitta said...

Look at what he did to poor Jimmy Tanahashi... erecting a monument to a retarded

man he would never have tolerated. Shubin Tanahashi did not want a memorial for
Jimmy, but Shimano went ahead and created one anyway to bolster his self-created
mythology. Of course, like what he did to Dorris Carlson, he did it after she died. All
for the sake of his imaginary "mandala"” centered around himself of course.

Disgusting little man...
April 21,2011 12:25 PM

silencenotgoldenn said...
Shodo said...
Why in the world would they hate Daido and ZMM so much...?

Why indeed.
Well, they didn't hate Daido or ZMM...until 1993, when Mr. Shimano's sex problems
once again became public and the ZSS freaked out. Some ZSS monastics and

students fled to Mt. Tremper at that time and told the truth about Dai Bosatsu.

Daido then spoke publicly about the sexual abuse at DBZ. That is all that one has to
do to join the 'hated' ranks of Aitken, Kapleau, Mrs. Carlson and Soen Roshi.
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The enemies list must be getting pretty long now, but Mr. Shimano has a SPECIAL
contempt for anyone on the list who was ever nice to him. Friendliness without
collusion is intolerable.

April 21,2011 12:35 PM

Cushion #5 said...
[ can't help but wonder how he feels about Kobutsu Malone these days eh?
April 21,2011 12:55 PM

another said...

Cushion #5, Kobutsu Malone's not the only one he has to worry about! The list is
growing.

April 21,2011 1:12 PM

silencenotgolden said...

[ think that Mr. Shimano respects Kobutsu. He knows Kobutsu quite well and for a
very long time. Mr. Shimano may not be enjoying what's going on here, but I have no
doubt that he respects Kobutsu more than the directors on his Board.

Really, that's what I think.
April 21,2011 1:31 PM

Watcher said...
"I think that Mr. Shimano respects Kobutsu" ...

Not Aiho and his fanatics followers, they hate
Kobutsu and Kobutsu is considered a nightmare came true.
April 21,2011 2:03 PM

Shodo said...
Why indeed.

Well, they didn't hate Daido or ZMM...until 1993, when Mr. Shimano's sex problems
once again became public and the ZSS freaked out. Some ZSS monastics and
students fled to Mt. Tremper at that time and told the truth about Dai Bosatsu.

Daido then spoke publicly about the sexual abuse at DBZ.
Well that does make sense... ] was a resident in 93 and I can say that I saw many DBZ

folks wash up on our shores during that time - [ heard MANY stories, and Daido had
no problems telling folks to stay clear of the place.
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April 21,2011 2:19 PM

Peter Goodman said...
Where in what forum can we tell people to stay clear of the ZSS temples and its
affiliates?

[s there a reproducible concise statement (under 4 pages) of the problems
associated with Shimano, the ZSS temples and its affiliates? What about addressing
the illegitimacy / legitimacy of Shimano's "heirs?" Should or shouldn't they all be
considered blind jack asses since they were given and accepted the Golden Seal by
such a greedy, spiteful, ego centric and lecherous troll who couldn't possibly
understand the Buddha Dharma except in an incomplete intellectual way.

April 21,2011 4:20 PM

Shodo said...
Where in what forum can we tell people to stay clear of the ZSS temples and its
affiliates?

Well, the only one I know of is Zen Forum International... but the problem there is
that you may run afoul of a particular moderator - Nonin... He is close with a few of
Eido's heirs, who also post on those forums... [ try to just ignore him as he is
generally unhelpful to people he doesn't like.

[s there a reproducible concise statement (under 4 pages) of the problems
associated with Shimano, the ZSS temples and its affiliates?

The only thing | have seen is the Shimano archives Peter... but that is pretty
voluminous.:)

What about addressing the illegitimacy / legitimacy of Shimano's "heirs?" Should or
shouldn't they all be considered blind jack asses since they were given and accepted
the Golden Seal by such a greedy, spiteful, ego centric and lecherous troll who
couldn't possibly understand the Buddha Dharma except in an incomplete
intellectual way.

For the most part, I consider Eido's heirs illegitimate... | have had some
conversations with Genjo, and he was polite and helpful... but I cannot shake the
very point that you made - EIDO IS NOT CLEAR - and if that is the case then I cannot
trust that anyone he has given authorization to teach is clear either...

Unfortunately, unless we hear back from Japan regarding Eido's absence from the
lineage charts (proof enough of his "credentials" IMO...) very little can be really
done.
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But man o man... let me tell you... the day we hear back from his home monastery
Ryutaku-ji saying that he is no teacher is the day I light up ZFI like a Christmas tree -
and Nonin's wrath be dammned!:)

April 22,2011 8:57 AM

Dominatrix Roshi said...
http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20100720R_Chayat_Board.pdf
April 22,2011 2:57 PM

One Wonders said...
Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers (was Eido Tai Shi
by Nonin on Thu Apr 21,2011 11:45 pm

[ wouldn't believe anything you read on a hate blog.
Hands palm-to-palm,

Nonin
Soto Zen Buddhist Priest. Transmitted Dharma Heir of Dainin Katagiri Roshi.

Abbot and Head Teacher, Nebraska Zen Center / Heartland Temple, Omaha,
Nebraska, USA
April 22,2011 4:04 PM

NCLW said...
Re. SNG "Shobo-ji not safe":

"He and his wife do still have a number of personal belongings on site collected over
the course of 40 years. In fact it will be months before we totally figure out what
belongs to whom. It is my understanding neither is allowed on ZSS property without
an invitation and the presence of either the new Abbot or NYZ Director."

Author: Genjo, recent ZFI Post reply to Shodo
April 22,2011 5:38 PM

genkaku said...
"I wouldn't believe anything you read on a hate blog." -- Nonin

Good advice: Believe neither what you read on a hate blog nor hear from a self-
positioning sycophant's mouth.
April 22,2011 6:32 PM
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nclw said...
"Self-positioning sycophant” -- hence, "hate blog" indeed.
April 23,2011 6:35 AM

genkaku said...

If it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, even someone as stupid as a Zen
student might be forgiven for calling it a duck.

April 23,2011 7:44 AM

Christopher said...
Compare Chowaney's "don't believe anything you hear on a hate blog" with Chayat's
"I want to hear what [Shimano] has in mind, and what his response is."

[ must still have a lot to learn, somehow. I mean, they can't REALLY be living in a
parallel universe, can they?
April 23,2011 7:55 AM

genkaku said...
Chris -- Just put your five bucks in the plate and shut up.
April 23,2011 8:59 AM

JGoode said...

["m lost: who is Nonin to Shimano? Whose favor does Nonin purportedly seek? How
did he become a hated figure?

April 23,2011 2:25 PM

Peter Goodman said...
Shodo wrote:

"Unfortunately, unless we hear back from Japan regarding Eido's absence from the
lineage charts (proof enough of his "credentials" IMO...) very little can be really
done.

"But man o man... let me tell you... the day we hear back from his home monastery
Ryutaku-ji saying that he is no teacher is the day I light up ZFI like a Christmas tree -

and Nonin's wrath be dammned!:)"

Shodo, thank you for your direct answers.
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I'll be back with some follow up when [ have some time.
April 23,2011 3:25 PM

nclw said...
"If it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck ..."

LOL! Look who's quacking now!
April 23,2011 3:50 PM

nclw said...
Chayat's "I want to hear what [Shimano] has in mind, and what his response is."

What/where is this reference? Why is it germane?
April 23,2011 3:55 PM

Christopher said...
"What/where is this reference? Why is it germane?"

Though I admit that my patience for responding to anonymous challenges is
wearing thin: the reference is to this document:
"http://www.shimanoarchive.com/PDFs/20100720R_Chayat_Board.pdf", and the
reason it is germane is because it shows that in July 2010 Ms. Chayat (at best) still
actually believed that her master would give an honest answer to an inquiry about
his transgressions.

So on the one hand you have the new abbess who still trusts a man who has been
outright lying for 50 years, and on the other, Mr. AZTA saying not to believe what
you read on this blog, which has been the source of sincere, heartfelt analysis from
countless people over the entire course of this scandal.

But anyways, that's it from me to naysayers who don't use their real names.
April 23,2011 4:34 PM

NoClubLoneWolf said...
" ..the new abbess [who] still trusts a man who has been outright lying for 50 years

--If this were true in the past, it is most unlikely that it still is now. IMO confronting
Shimano on anything he did or said was never a bad idea.
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" ... Mr. AZTA saying not to believe what you read on this blog, which has been the
source of sincere, heartfelt analysis from countless people over the entire course of
this scandal... "

--1 could say, 'including me'. However, on balance there has been too much blatant
crap published on this blog to dismiss "Mr. AZTA" out of hand. Better to be skeptical,
and especially to recognize hate speech for what it is. Hate precludes reconciliation.
Remember, even 'the Petitioner' favors reconciliation with Shimano, stating that the
petition is only a first step towards that end. (So if you signed the petition, it can be
construed that you favor this objective...)

" ..my patience for responding to anonymous challenges is wearing thin... "
--Actually, it was meant as a question, not a challenge.

Privacy is a good thing. It has probably been essential for sex abuse victims of
Shimano, allowing them to come forward while their identities are protected, to say
what they wanted to say.

The *golden fundoshi* ilk need privacy to hide behind. So be it. That is Genkaku's
latitude.

You yourself are protected if other people's identities remain confidential. That
confidentiality might mean a lot to them, and if violated, could create unforesenn
problems. For example, there is at least one anonymous former(?) poster on this
blog with a felony record and a regretted combat history who has openly stated as
much.

April 23,2011 5:58 PM

P.S. said...
Not a thing in the Chayat email re. expecting honesty from Shimano. That is purely a
read-in on your part.

For me, Chayat stating it was okay for Shimano to still teach at ZSS was the major

problem.
April 23,2011 6:10 PM

Plantinum Hanes said...
P. S. wrote:

"For me, Chayat stating it was okay for Shimano to still teach at ZSS was the major
problem."
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BECAUSE Chayatt wrote this IS the reason to believe she was and probably will
continue to be NOTHING BUT a Shimano Shill.

Also in that email entitled "Consensus: she is clearly stating that her unwillingness
to compromise join the others thus making consensus less possible if not
impossible.

But good luck & God Bless with your forbearance in dealing with her.
April 24,2011 11:38 AM

DosiDoshi said...
"platinum hanes" lol!
April 24,2011 1:29 PM

Joe Cook said...
Shodo wrote:

"Unfortunately, unless we hear back from Japan regarding Eido's absence from the
lineage charts (proof enough of his "credentials" IMO...) very little can be really
done.

Shodo, yours is a point of view that is not uncommon, but perhaps in need of
reassessment. The only other people who have gone into a consideration of Zen
Credentials in some depth that I am aware of are Stuart Lachs and his co-author
"Vladimir K." (sp?). There are hints of in in Zen literature however going back at
least as for as the story of Hui Neng. It can even be implied from the final frame of
the Oxherding pictures. What if the aspirant went into the market place and became
a dishonest merchant or a thug after his training and "insight"?

Personally, I have to conclude that credentials are irrelevant when weighed again a
person's history of behavior over the long haul.

Here's my reasoning in sketchy form subject to all sorts of reasoning flaws but it's
the gist:

Soen Roshi said on more than one occasion that when he was appointed abbot of
Ryutaku-ji he had not yet had "insight."

From this we learn that holding the position of abbacy of a training monastery,
much less any temple does not guarantee any "insight," at most it shows a certain
familiarity with Buddhism, a certain amount of articulateness, and some cleverness
in the political arena.
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Further, from this story Soen told on himself, we can imply then that "transmission"
doesn't guarantee 'insight" either. After all how could Soen have been given the
abbot position without "transmission?"

Finally given a school of thought which considers impermanence as a key teaching,
even if Shimano actually had some "insight" early on in his training, it's hardly
relevant since his post alleged-insight behavior has been quite atrocious for some
50 years (recall: not only clergy sexual abuse, abuse of power and position, racial
and sexual prejudice, greed, lying, etc.)

So, why even care what Ryutaku-ji has to say or not say? How well would the
current abbot even know Shimano except by, at best, second hand stories. What is
the worth of a document prepared in the 1970's in 20117

If a person was a good doctoral student and was granted his doctorate in 1970 does
that mean, does that guarantee that he is a competent up-to-date researcher and
lecturer 5, 10, 15, or more years later?

It would be good to hear others' views on this, if anyone is so inclined.
April 25,2011 12:58 PM

genkaku said...

Joe Cook -- As a personal matter, I like your reasoning. [ once wrote a college paper
on Ibsen for a teacher who was stale and tired. I had read most of Ibsen, but, when
writing the paper, [ used fictitious quotes from fictitious titles published by fictitious
publishers as a way of bolstering my arguments in the paper. I got an A-minus and
was convinced the only reason I didn't get an A was that I didn't dot my I's with the
little circles that the pretty girls in the front row were wont to use. I don't know if I
was more satisfied or dismayed by the mark I got ... it was one of the first lessons in
credentialed hypocrisy I had run into.

Also on a personal level, | honestly don't care as some do whether Gautama's words
came from Gautama or the local bistro owner. What matters to me is whether those
words prove useful and correct in practice. Since many of those words do pan out
and since others like saying "Buddha said it," well, OK ... for conversational
purposes, I'll go along. "Buddha” is as good a name as any.

But on a wider scale, I think the insidiousness of Shimano's behavior has been
bolstered by a variety of widely-held suppositions, one of which was that if you've
got the appropriate piece of paper, then you must be the real McCoy. And it is in this
sense that corroboration of credentials is worth looking into. Those who are
convinced by titles and bits of paper and glorious uniforms and splendid temples do
not respond well to a gathering of contrary facts. They have too much invested in
the establishment they have established. So it may be more convincing when the
bonding agents of their world are loosened a bit.
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FWIW
April 25,2011 1:24 PM

Talk Page said...

Privacy is a good thing. It has probably been essential for sex abuse victims of
Shimano, allowing them to come forward while their identities are protected, to say
what they wanted to say.

Privacy is not always a good thing. It is privacy that has allowed Mr. Shimano to
sexually abuse people, to manipulate others and then to lie about it. It is the
privilege of privacy that the clergy is granted that Mr. Shimano has so egregiously
abused.

Last week someone asked where a 4 page essay could be published that would warn
people about the Zen Studies Society. I thought, well, Wikipedia would be a good
place. So I looked at the ZSS entry and then I reviewed the edit history talk page:
there are thous